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521! OOSOBESS, 1 SENATE. J El. Doo. 

2d Session. ] \ No. 76. 



IS THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



i 



MESSAGE 



! S PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



A treaty of annexation concluded on the 14th day of February, 1893, 
between the United States and the Provisional government of the 
Batcaiian Islands. 



February 15 1893.— Read; treaty rpad tlie tirst tiuie, tefeiTed to the Committee on 
Foreign RelatioiiB, and, together with the message and accompanying papers, 
ordered to be printed in confidence for the nse of the Senate. 

Fbrroary 17, 1893.— Injunction of secrecy removed iind ordered to he printed. 



To the Senate : 

I transmit herewith, with a view to its ratification, a treaty of an- 
nexation concluded on the 14th day of February, 1893, between Hon. 
John W. Foster, Secretary of StatCj who was duly empowered to act 
in that behalf on the part of the United St-ates, and Lorrin A. Tlinra- 
ton, W. E. Castle, W. 0. Wilder, C, L. Carter, and Joseph Marsden, 
the commissioners on the part of the Provisional Government of tlie 
Hawaiian Islands. 

The treaty, it will be observed, does not attempt to deal in detail with 
the questions that grow out of the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands to 
the United States. The commissioners representing the Hawaiian 
Government have consented to leave to the futare and to the just and 
benevolent purposes of the United States the adjustment of all such 



I do not deem it necessary to discuss at any length the conditions 
which have resulted in this decisive action. 

It has been the policy of the administration not only to respect, but 
to encourage the continuance of an independent government in the 
Hawaiian Islands so long as it afforded suitable guarantees for the pro- 
tection of life and property and maintained a stability and strength 
that gave adequate security against the domination of any other power. 
The moral support of this Government has continually manifested itself 
in the most friendly diplomatic relations, and in many acts of courtesy 
to the Hawaiian rulers. 

The overthrow of the monarchy was not in any way promoted by this 
Government, but had its origin in what seems to have been a reaction- 
ary and revolutionary policy on the part of Queen Liliuokalani, which 
put in serious peril not only the large and preponderating interests of 
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I ANNEXATION TKEATY WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

tbe United States iu the islands, but all foreign interests, and indeed 
the decent a^lininistrartion of civil affairs and the i>eace of tlie islands. 

It ia quite evident that tlie monarchy ha<l become etfete and the 
Queen's government so weak and inadequate !W to be the prey of de- 
signing and iiuBcrupulous persons. The restoration of Queen Liliuok- 
alani to her ihi-one is undesirable, if not impossible, and unless actively 
supported by the United States would be accompanied by serious dis- 
aster and the disorganization of all business interest-s. Tlie influence 
and interest of the United States in the islands must be increased and 
not diminished. 

Only two courses^ie now open; one the establishment of a pro- 
tectorate by the Uniffid States, and the other, annexation full and com- 
plete, I think the latter course, which has been adopted iu the treaty, 
will be highly piomotive of the best interests of the Hawaiian people, 
and is the only one that will adequately secure the interests of the 
United States. These interests arc not wholly selfish. It is essential 
that none of tlie other groat powers shall secure these islands. Such 
a possession would not consist with our safety and with the peace of 
the world. 

This view of tlie situation is so apparent aud conclusive that no pro- 
test has been heard fi'om any government against proceedings looking 
to annexation. Every foreign representative at Honolulu promptly 
acknowledged the provisional government, and I think there is a gen- 
eral concurrence in the opinion tliat the deposed qneen ought not to be 
restored. Prompt action upon this treaty is very desirable. 

If it meets the approval of the Senate peace and good order will be 
secured in the islands under existing laws until such time as Congress 
can provide by legislation a permanent form of government for the 
islands. This legislation should be, and I do not doubt will be, not 
only Just to the natives and all other residents and citizens of the 
islands, but sliould be characterized by great liberality and a high 
regard to tlie rights of all the ])eople aud of all foreigners domiciled 
there. 

The correspondence which accompanies the treaty will put the Senate 
in possession of all the facts known to the Executive. 

Bekj. Harrison. 

Executive Mamsion, 

February 15, 1893. 



The President : . 

The undersigned. Secretary of State, has the honor to lay before the 
President, witli a view to obtaining the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate thereto, should such a course be in the judgment of the President 
for the public interest, a treaty, signed at Washington on tlie 14th day 
of February, instant, by the undersigned aiid the accredited commis- 
sioners of the existing provisional government of the Hawaiian Islands, 
in representation of their respective Governments, for the full and ab- 
solute cession of the said islands and all their dependencies to the 
United States forever, with provision for the temporary government of 
those islands, under the sovereign authority of the United States, until 
Congress shall otherwise enact. 

With this treaty the xindersigned submits to the President copies of 
the correspondence recently exchanged, showing the course of events 
1 n the Hawaiian Islands as respects the overthrow of the late monarch- 
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ical form of govermnent, the creation of a provisional government thereof 
in the name of the Hawaiian people, the recognition of the same by ■ 
the representatives there of the United States and of all other powers, 
the dispat^ih of a commission to this capital to negotiate for a union of 
the Government of tlie Hawaiian Islands with the Government of the 
United States, and the imteome of those negotiations in the treaty 
herewith submitted. 

The change of goverimieut in the'Hawaiian Islands, thus chronicled, 
was entirely nnexpected so tar as this Government was concerned. It 
is trae that for some months past the Hawaiian press and the advices 
received from the diplomatic and consular I'epre^cutatives at Honolulu 
indicated political uncertainty, party intrigues, and legislative opposi- 
tion, but not more so than at many times in the past history of the 
islands, and certainly not suggestive of an overthrow of the monarchy 
through popular resistance to the unconstitutional acts of the late 
sovereign. At no time had Mr. Stevens been instructed, with regarcl to 
his course in the event of a revolutionary uprising. The well-estab- 
lisbed policy of this Government, maintained on many occasions from 
its earliest establishment, to hold relations with any de facto govern- 
ment in possef^sion of the effective power of the State and having the 
acquiescence of the governed, being ample to meet unforeseen contin- 
gencies, no instructions in this specific sense were indeed necessary; 
and the minister, without explicit instructions, was expected and con- 
strained to use his best Judgment, in accordance with fnndameatal 
precedent, as the emergency should arise. 

The change was in fact abrupt and unlooked-for by the United States 
ministeror the naval commander. At amoment of apparent tranquillity, 
when the political excitement and controversy of the immediately pre- 
ceding three months had been to all appearances definitely allayed, and 
when, as appears from dispatches from the minister and from the 
commandhig officer of the Bo9ton,9, settlement of diftferenees seemed to 
have been reached, Minister Stevens quitted the capital for a brief 
excursion of ten days to a neighboring island, on the Boston, the only 
naval vessel of the United States at the islands. On returning to Hon- 
olulu on January 14 the crisis was tbund to be in fiill vigor and to 
have already reached proportions which made inevitable either the 
success of Queen Liliuokalani's attempt to subvert the constitution by 
force or the downfall of the monarchy. 

On Saturday, the 14th of January, the capital was wholly controlled 
by the royal ti-oops, including a large additional force of over 500 
armed men not authorized by Hawaiian law. On the same day the first 
call to arms in opposition to the Queen was issued, and the citi- 
zens' committee of safety was developed. During the 14th, 15th, 
and most of the IGth, the two parties confronted each other in ang^ 
hostility, with every indication of an armed conflict at any moment. It 
was not until late in the afternoon of Monday, the Itith, after request 
for protection had been made by many citizens of the United States 
residing in Honolulu, that a force of marines was landed from the 
Boston, by direction of the minister, and in conformity with the standing 
instructions which for many years have authorized the naval forces of 
the United States to eo<'>perate with the minister for the protection of 
the lives and property of American citizens in case of imminent disorder. 
The marines, when landed, took no part whatever toward influencing ' 
the course of events. Their presence was wholly precautionary, and 
only such disposition was made of them as was calculated to subserve 
t!ie particular end in view. They were distributed that night between • 
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4 ANNEXATION TREATY WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

the legation and the consulate, where they occupied inner courts and 
. a private hall rented for their accommodation. Beyond a sentry at the 
door of each post, and the occasional appearance of an officer passing 
£rom one post to another, no demonstration whatever was mEide by the 
landed forces, nor was the uniform of the United States visible upon 
the streets. They thus remained, isolated and inconspicuous, until after 
the success of the Provisional Government and the organization of an 
adequate protective force thereunder. 

At the time the Provisional Government took possession of the Gov- 
ernment buildings, no troops or ofBcers of the United States were 
present or took any part whatever in the proceedings. No public 
recognition was a«coraed to the Provisional Government by the United 
Stat«s minister until after the Queen's abdication and when they were 
in effective possession of the Government buildings, the archives, the 
treasury, the barracks, the police station, and all the potential ma- 
chinery of the Government. 

Then, and liot until then, when the Provisional Government had ob- 
tained full de facto control, was the new order of things recognized by 
the United States minister, whose formal letter of recognition was 
promptly followed by like action on the part of the representatives of 
all foreign governments resident on the Hawaiian Islands. There is 
not the slightest indication at any time prior to such formal recog- 
nition in full accord with the long-established rule and invariable pre- 
cedents of this Government, did the United States minister take any 
part in promoting the change, either by intimidating the Queen or by 
giving assurance of support to the organizers of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment. 

The immediate cause of the change is clearly seen to have been the 
unconstitutional and intemperate acts of the Queen herself, in attempt- 
ing to coerce Mr responsible ministers and to annul the existing con- 
Btitution and replace it arbitrarily by another of her own choice. 

The Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands is, by all usual 
and proper tests, in the sole and supreme possession of power and in 
control of all tlie resources of the Hawaiian nation, not only through 
the Queen's formal submission, but through its possession of all the 
armed forces, arms and ammunitions, public ofUces, and administra- 
tion of law, unopposed by any adherents of the late Government. 

On the first instant, subsequently to the departure of the Hawaiian 
special commissioners, the United States minister at Honolulu, at the 
request of the Provisional Government, placed the Hawaiiaik Govern- 
ment under the protection of the United States to insure the security 
of life and property during the pending negotiations at Washington 
and without interfering with the administration of public affairs by 
the said Government. An instruction has been sent to the minister, 
commending his action in so far as it lay within the purview of stand- 
ing instructions to the legation and to the naval commanders of the 
United States in Hawaiian waters, and tended to coiiperate with the 
administration of affairs by the Provisional Government, but disavow- 
ing any steps in excess of such instructions whereby the authority and 
power of the United States might appear to have been asserted to the 
impairmeot of the independent sovereignty of the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment by the assumption of a formal protectorate. 

In this condition of things, the five commissioners named by the 
Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands reached Washington 
on the 3d instant, bearing authentic letters from the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment accrediting them to the President, and conferring upon them fiUI 
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powers to negotiate for the utiion of the HaTfaiian IslaniJa to the 
Uiiiled States. 

On the 4th instant the commissioners were accorded an interview 
with the undersigned, at tlie request of the regularly accredited 
Hawaiian minister, Mr. J. Mott Smith, and submitted their credentials, 
accompanied by a statement of events leading up to and connected 
with the < iverthrow of the monarchy and the establishment of the Pro- 
visional Government. At a second conference on the same day the 
commissioners submitted to the undersigned the proposition of the 
Provisional Government, containing the terms upon which that Gov- 
ernment desired the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands to the United 
States. A copy of this proposition is inclosed. Frequent conferences 
have since been held at the Department of State, and all questions 
coiinect«d with the subject have been carefully examined and dis- 
cussed, until a concurrence of views on tlie part of the negotiating 
parties was reached on the 14th instant. 

In drafting and agreeing upon the treaty now transmitted, the under- 
signed has sought, under your direction, to effect tliereby the annexation 
of the Hawaiian Islands to the United States witli as few conditions as 
possible aud with a full reservation to Congress of its legislative pre- 
rogatives. An examination of the provisions of this treaty will show 
that to Congress is reserved the determination of all questions affecting 
the form of government of the annexed teiritory, the citizenship and 
elective franchiseof its inhabitants, the manner aud terms under which 
the revenue and navigation laws of the United States are to be extended 
thereto, and all other questions relating to the economic and political 
status of the islands. As there is no provision in the existing legisla- 
tion of Congress whereby the Executive power can provide an organ- 
ized form of government for new territory annexed to the Union, or 
extend over it the laws of the United States and cause the same to be 
executed, it was deemed necessary to continue the existing government 
and laws of the Hawaiian Islands until Congress should have an op- 
portunity to legislate on the subject; but a provision has been inserted 
in the treaty for the exercise by the Executive of the United States of 
a veto iK)wer upon the acts of that government during the interregnum. 
The temporaiy maintenance of the existing political institutions of the 
islands seems the more appropriate in view of the fact that the Hawai- 
ian constitution, of which a copy is inclosed herewith, aud the Hawai- 
ian laws are based upon i>rinciple8 similar to those contained in our own 
organic law and the principles of the common law. 

It is to be noted that, according to a recognized principle of interna- 
tional law, the obligations of treaties, even when some of their stipu- 
lations are in terms perpetual, expire in case either of the contracting 
parties loses its existence sis an independent state. The foreign treaties 
of the Hawaiian Islands therefore terminate, upon annexation, with 
■ the competence of the government thereof to hold diplomatic relations. 
An examination of these treaties shows, however, that they contain no 
stipulations which would embarrass either the Hawaiian Islands or the 
United States by their termination. 

Accompanying the treaty are tables giving full detaOs as to the area 
of the territory annexed, the public debt, the public lauds, the annual 
allowances to and revenue of the late roj-al household, aud statistics as 
to the x>opulatioii, revernes, commerce, and other economic matters re- 
lating to the islands. 

It is gratifying to be able to state that pending the negotiations lead- 
ing up to the treaty herewith submitted the undersigned has received 
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- such assurances from the representatives of the leading powers of the 

- ■world and from our own ministers abroad as leads to the conviction 
that the incorporation of the Hawaiian Islands into our Union will be 
regarded bythese powers with satisfaction or ready acquiescence. 

Eespeetfally submitted. 

John W. Fostek. 
Department of State, 

Washhigton, February 15 , 1893. 



1 The United States of Anieri<;a and the Provisional Govermiient 

2 of the Hawaiian Islands, in %iew of the natural dependence of 
• 3 those Islands upon the United States, of their geographical prox- 

4 imity thereto, of the intimate part taken by citizens of the United 

5 States in there implanting the seeds of Christian civilization, of the 
■ 6 long continuance of their exclusive recipiocal commercial relations 

" 7 whereby their mutual interests have been developed, and the pre- 

8 ponderant and paramount shai-e thus acquired by the United 

9 States and their citizens in the productions, industries and trade 

10 of the said Islands, and especially in view of the desire expressed 

11 by the said Government of the Hawaiian Islands that those Islands 
13 shall be incorporated into the United States as an integral part 

13 thereof and under their sovereignty, in order to provide for and 

14 assure the security and prosperity of the said Islands, the High 

15 Contracting Parties have determined to accomplish by treaty an 

16 object so important t« th«ir mutual and permanent welfare, 

17 To this end, the High Contracting Parties have conferred fall 

18 power and authority upon their respectively appointed Plenipoten- 

19 tiaries, to wit : 

20 The President of the United States of America, John W. Foster, 

21 Secretary of State of the United States; and 

22 , The President of the Executive and Advisory Councils of the 
Provisional Government of the Hawniian Islands, Lorrin A. Thurs- 

24 ton, William E. Castle, William C. Wilder, Charles L, Carter, and 

26 Joseph Marsden; 

And the ^said Plenipotentiaries, after having communicated to 

37 each other their respective full powers, found in good and due formi 

28 have agreed upon and concluded the following articles: 

1 Article I. 

2 The Government of the Hawaiian Islands hereby cedes, from the 
'3 date of the exchange of the ratifications of this Treaty, i 
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4 and without reserve to the United States forever all rights of bov- 

5 ereignty of whatsover kind in and over the Hawaiian Islands and . 

6 their dependencies, renouncing in favor of the United States every 

7 sovereign right of which as an independent nation it is now pos- 
S sesaed; and henceforth said Hawaiian Islands and every island 
9 and key thereunto appertaining and each and every portion thereof 

10 shall become and be an integral part of the territory of the United 

11 States. 

1 Article II. 

2 The Government of the Hawaiian Islands also cedes and transfers 

3 to the United States the absolute fee and ownership of all public, 

4 government or crown lands, i)nblic buildings or edifices, ports, 

5 harbors, fortifications, military or naval equipments and all other 

6 public property of every kind and description belonging to the 

7 Government of the Hawaiian Islands, together with every right 

8 and appurtenance thereunto appertaining. The existing laws of 

9 the United States relative to public lands shall not apply to such 

10 lands in the Hawaiian Islands, but the Congress of the United 

11 States shall enact special laws for their management and disposi- 

12 tion: Provided, that all revenue from or proceeds of the same, ex-, 

13 cept as regards such part thereof as may be used or occupied for 

14 the civil, military or naval purposes of the United States or may 

15 be assigned to the use of the local Government, shall be used solely 

16 for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Hawaiian Islands for 

17 educational and other public purposes. 

1 Article III. 

3 Until Congress shall otherwise provide, the existing Govern- 

■ 3 ment and laws of the Hawaiian Islands are hereby continued, sub- 

i ject to the paramount authority of the United States. The Presi 

5 dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall ap 

6 point a Commissioner to reside in said Islands who shall have the 

7 power to veto any act of said Government, and an act disapproved 

8 by him shall thereupon be void and of no ett'ect unless approved 

9 by the President. 

10 Congress shall, within one year from the exchange of the rati 

11 flcations of this Treaty, enact the necessary legislation to extend 
'*12 to the Hawaiian Islands the laws of the United States respecting 

13 duties upon imports, the internal revenue, commerce ind naviga- 
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p 14 tion, but until Congreas sliall otherwise provide, the existing com- 

g 16 mercial lelationa of the Hawaiian Islands both with the United 

^ 16 States and foreign countries shall continue as regards the commerce 

[^ 17 of said Islands with the rest of the United States and with foreign 

f 18 countrie'i, but this shall not be construed as giving lo said Islands 

fc 19 the power to enter into any new stipulation or agreement whatso- 

f^ 20 ever oi to have diplomatic iutercoucse with any foreign Govem- 

^ 21 ment The^ Consular representatives of foreign powers now resi- 

^ 22 dent m the Hawaiian Islands shall be permitted to continue in the 

23 exercise of their consular functions until they can receive their 

^ 24 exequiturs from the Government of the United States, 

1 Article IV. 

i^ 2 The furtiher immigration of Chinese laborers into the Hawaiian 

, 3 Islands is hereby prohibited until Congress shall otherwise pro- 

4 vide Furthermore, Chinese persons of the classes now or here- 

',: 5 after excluded by law from entering the United States will not be 

;f " '6 permitted to come from the Hawaiian Islands to other parts of the 

Ij ■•■' 7 United States, and if so coming shall be subject to the same pen- 

';. • 8 alties as if enteiing ftom a foreign country. 

yT . : 

t':' 1 ABTICLE V. 

> . 2 The public debtoftbeHawaiiaiilslands, lawfully existing at the 

% 3 date of the exchange of the ratifications of this Treatj:, including 

!;>: 4 the amounts due to depositors in the Hawaiian Postal Savings 

yf^ 5 Banks, is hereby assumed by the Government of the United 

1-: 6 States; but the liability of the United States in this regard shall 

7 in no ease exceed three and one quarter millions of dollars. So 

8 long, however, as the existing Government and the present com- 

9 mercial relations of the Hawaiian Islands are continued, as here- 
-., 10 in before provided, said Government shall continue to pay the 
■k-.' 11 interest on said debt. 
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1 Article VI. 

2 The Government of tlie United States agrees to pay to Liliuo- 

3 kalani, the late Queen, within one year from the date of the ex- 
i change of the ratifications of this Treaty the sum of twenty thousand 
6 dollars, and annually thereafter a like sum of twenty thousand 
d^dollars during the term of her natural life, provided she in good 
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7 faith eabmits to the authority of the Goyemment of the United 

8 States and the local Government of the Islands. 

9 And the Government of the United States farther agrees to 

10 pay to the Princess Kainlani within one year &om the date of the 

11 exchange of the ratifications of this treaty the gross sum of one 

12 hundred and fifty thousand dollars, provided she in good Mth 

13 submits to the authority of the Government of the-United States 

14 and the local Government of the Islands. 

1 Article VII. 

2 The present Treaty shall he ratified by the President of the United 

3 States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, on the 

4 one part, and by the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian , 

5 Islands on the other, and the ratifications thereof shall be ex- 

6 changed at Honolulu as soon as possible. Such exchange shall be 

7 made on the part of the United States by the Commissioner here- 

8 iubefore provided for, and it shall operate as a complete and final 

9 conveyance to the United States of all the rights of sovereignty 

10 and property herein ceded to them. Within one month after such 

11 exchange of ratifications the Provisional Government shall furnish 

12 said Commissioner with a full and complete schedule of all. the 

13 public property herein ceded and transferred. 

14 In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed 

15 the abpve articles and have hereunto affixed theu- seals. 

16 Done in duplicate at the city of Washington this fourteenth day 

17 of February, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three. 

18 John W. Foster, [seal]- 

19 Loebin a. Thuestom, [seal] 

20 William K. Castle, [seal] 

21 William C. Wildee, [seal] 

22 Charles L. Oaetbb, [seal] 

23 Joseph Mabsden. [sbax] 
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LiH of accompanying documente. 

No 1 Mr Stevp.uH to Mr. Foater (tolegram), January 18, 1893. 

No 2 Mr StevenB to Mr. Poster, January 18, 1893. 

No 3 Mr Dole to Mr. Foster, January 18, 1893. 

No 4 Es QueeD Liliaokaiani to the Presirtent, J.-inuary 18, 1893. 

No 5 Mr Stevens to Mr. Fostei, Janiiary 19, 1893. 

No 6 Mr Foster to Mr. Stevens (telegnun), January 28, 1893. 

No 7 Mr Iracy to Mr. Foster, Jamiary 28, 1893. 

No 8 Mr "Stevens to Mr. Foster (teleRrfini), February 1, 1893. 

No 9 Mr Smith to Mr. FoaU-r, February 3, 1893. 
/No 10 Mr Tricy to Mr. Foster, February 3, 1893. 

No 11 Tlic Hawaiian special conimisBiouera to Mr. Foster, February 3, 1893. 

No 12 Credentialletters of the Hawiiiiitu special conuulBBioners, exhibited Feb- 
ruftry 4 1893 

No 13 Commissions of the Hawaiian special commissioners, exhibited Pebruiiry 
4,1893 

No 14 Tie Hawaiian speciiil coinmissioners to Mr. Foster, Febrnary 4, 1893. 

No 15 rhe Hawaiian special commissi oners to Mr. Foster, February 11, 1893. 

No 16 Mr L irter to Mr. Foster, February 11, 18513. 

No 17 Mr Tr-icy to Mr. Foster, Fel.rnnry 11, 1893. 

No 18 Mr Foster to Mr. StevonB, February 11, 1893. 

No 19 Mr Stevens to Mr. Foster, February 1, recei veil Febru.iry 14, 1893. 

No 20 Mr StBiens to Mr. Foster, Febmary I, received February 14, 1893. 

No 21 Constitutiou of the Hawaiian Islands. 

No. 22. Statistical tabnlated stfttoineiits pertaining to the Hawaiian Islands. 

A. Population in 1878, 188i, and 1890; voters in 1890. 

B. Property, real and personal, 

C. Schools: Niiml)er. attendance, and nationality of teachers. 

D. Public debt, as of Marcli 31, 1892. 

E. Sugar plantations, value, area, ownership, wagres. 

P. Taxation, internal, proceeds of, and per capita in 1882, 1884, 1886, 1888, 
1890, aud 1891. 

0, Revenues and expenditiiros, biennial periods from 1878-'80 to 1890-'92. 

H. Receipts, expenditures, cash balances, and public debt in 1880, 1883, 1884, 
1886, 1888, and 1892. 

1. Imports, detailed statement o^ from 1883 to 1S92; values, 

J. Exports, detailed statement of, from 1882 to 1S91 ; quantities aud values. 
K. Imports and exports, by countries, from 1881 to 1891. 

L. Imports and exports, and customs receipts", annual value of, from 1882 to 1891. 
M. Navigation, nationality of vessels engaged iu the foreign trade with the 
Hawaiian Islands from 1882 to 1891. 



Mr. Stevens, to Mr. Foster. 



Lbgaiion of the United States, 

Honolulu, H, I., January 18, 1893. 
Via San Francisco, January 38. (Keceived January 28.) 
Eveuts in Hawaii iu the paat few days liave moved rapidly. An eu- 
' tire overtlirow of the Hawaiian monarchy and the establishment of a 
ProTisiooal Government in the interest of the whole people of the 
islands without the sacrifice of a single life. The new government is 
in fall possession of the islands and was promptly recognized by all 
the diplomatic representatives. The four men of whom it is composed 
are of high character, one of whom resigned his position as one of the 
supreme judges to assume the place. Full dispatches by the mail 
leaving Honolulu to-day by special steamer, 

/ Stetens, 

United States Minister. 
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2fr. Stevens to Mr, Foster. 

No. 79.] United States Lbgatioh, 

Honolulu, January 18, 1893. (Eeceived February 3.) 

SiE: In my 73 of November 8 I gave full iuformatiou of tbe siir 
render of the Queeii to the wishes of the legishiture by the tbrmation 
of a ministiy comi>osed of men of intelligence and weiilth possessing 
the entire coniidenoe of the business men and the more responsible tiiti 
zens of the country. But this surreuder of the Queen and of those 
surrounding her was only seeming. As soon as the principal apjiro 
priatious had be«n voted and tlie legislative work was nearly concluded, 
several of the best membeis having already left ibr their homes, a re- 
markable cou8piia<!y was revealed. 

The undersigned, for the first time since he has been at the head of 
this legation, January 4 took passage for Hilo and the volcano on the 
U. S. S. Boston- for the benetit of the health of himself and of his 
daughter, it being also desirable that the town of the second inii)or- 
tance in the islands t^bonld have this attention at the time the Boston 
was making a visit to Hawaii, the chief island in tlie group. Beyond 
all doubt, immeiiifttely alter the Boston and myself had left Honolulu 
tbe nnBompnlous adventurers around the Queen improved the oppor- 
tunity to push through the legislature an astounding lottery franchiiae 
with tbe ob\ious intent to sell it out ti> the Louisiana lottery men. 
This was worked by some ol the same parties supiwKed to be of the 
powerful opium ring whose foui' points of operation are Vancouver, 
San Francisco, Honolulu, and Hongkong. They distributed the lot- 
tery stock among tlie native members of the legislature in large figures. 

Notwitlistanding the strong opposition of all tlie best people of the 
islands, including whites and natives, and the emphatic opposition of 
the chamber of commerce, the Queen and her palace favorite gave their 
warmest support to the lottery bill and signed it at once. She was to 
be immediately compensated by being allowed to proclaim a new con- 
8tituti<m, restoring to the Crown the old despotic prei-ogatives in direct 
violation of tbe existing constitution, which provides for the onlymode 
of change, which is by the action of successive legislatures. 

Eeturning on the Boston from our Hilo trip on the 14th instant, we 
found the legislature was to be prorogued at 13 a. m., one-half hour 
after my arrival at the legation. The prorogation completed, members 
of the legislature, diplomatic corps, judges of the supreme court, 
and other officials went to the palace by invitation. In the meantime \ 
it began to be known in public circles the Queen's intention to proclaim 
the revolutionary constitution. This resulted in raising an excitement 
which alarmed her confidante and caused some of them to draw back. 
This consumed time, so that she could not secure the signatures of her 
new cabinet as she had expected. In the meantime the diplomalic 
corps grew weary and left the palace, realizing that the invitation to 
be present was a trick. 

As I had just returned, weary ftom my voyage, I had not received 
the invitation, the chamberlain knowing I was absent when he invited 
the English, Portuguese, Fren<'.h, and Japanese diplomatic representa- 
tives the day before^ In tbe short meanwhile I had suspicioned the 
trick: Finally, the Queen appeared in the throne room, before the 
Bupreme judges and other ofQeials, in an extreme passion of anger, and 
avowed her purpose to postpone her revolutionary constitution ft 
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brief period, and then went upon the balcony and spoke with great 
pasaion in the Bame strain to those around the palace, principally her 
retainers and the royal goard, her determination to proclaim lier con- 
stitution at another time. What I have described as to the lottery 
legialation, the forcing out of the respousible cabinet of November 8 
and appointing the lottery cabinet, two of whom had been voted out of 
the ministry during the legislative session by a tWo-thirds vote for the 
best of reasons. It was the lottery bribe and the autocratic design of 
the Queen that quickly precipitated events. 

A mass meeting of the citizens was called to meet on Monday, the 
16th, at 2 p. m., which assembled in the largest hall in the city. Short 
as was the notice, over 1,300 of the principal citizens of Hono- 
lulu and from other islands, who happened to be in the city, were 
in attendance. This meeting included merchants, bankers, profes- 
sional men, the principal business men, and the mechanics, the chief 
German and some of the leading English merchants and other nation- 
alities, as well as American residents. It is said such an assemblage 
was never before equaled in Honolulu. Intelligent American visitors 
here say that such a public meeting would do credit to a meeting of a 
similar class of citizens in our best American cities. 

The assemblage was a unit in feeling and purpose. The speechesand 
resolutions are on the printed slips I herewith inclose. This remark- 
able uprising of the best citizeus, including nearlyall of the chief prop- 
erty holders, the Tahitian marshal and palace favorite did not dare at- 
tempt to suppress. A committee of public safety was at once created 
to meet the emergency and to prevent anarchy and riot. It was 
fortunate that the Boston was in the harbor. The committee on public 
safety called on me for aid. I promptly addressed to the commander 
of the Boston, Capi. G, 8. Wiltse, the following note: 

ITkited States Legation, 
Honolulu, January 16, 189S. 
Sir : In view of the existiug critical circunistauces iu Honoltiln, including an in- 
adeq^uate legal force, 1 lequest ;ou to land marines and sailors tWim the ship under 
your command for tlie protection of the United Stat-es legation anil United States 
consulate, and to secure the safety of Amcrtcan life and propoi'ty. 
Very truly, youra, 

John L. Stkvbns, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Mmisler F lenipotentiarg o/tlie United Stales. 
Cnpt, O. C, WiLTSE, 

Commander U. S. S. JSoaton. 

A copy of the call of the committee of public safety for aid is in- 
closed. 

Promptly the men from the Boston were lauded. Detachments were 
placed around the legation and the consulate, the principal members 
having marched to a central hall for shelter and headquarters; the 
night being at hand, the pubhc anxiety being especially strong as to 
what might be done by irresponsible persons in 1]he night, the landing 
of the men of tlieBos^ow so promptly gave immeiliate relief to thepublic 
anxiety. 

As soon as practicable a Provisional Government was constituted, 
composed of four highly respectable men, with Judge Dole at the bead, 
be having resigned his place on the supreme bench to assume this re- 
sponsibility. He was born iu Honolulu, of American parentage, edu- 
cated here and iu the United States, and is of the highest reputation 
among all citizens, both natives and whites. P. 0. Jones is a native of 
Boston, Mass., wealthy, possessing property interests in the islands, 
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and a resident here for mauy years. The other two iiiemhers are of 
the highest respectability. The committee of public safety forthwith 
took possession of the Goverrment buiMinge, archives, and treasury, 
and Installed the Provisional Govemnient at the heads of the respective 
depaitments. This beiog an accoinpliahed fact, I promptly recognized 
the Provisional Government as the de faeto Govemnient of the Ha- 
waiian Islands. The English minister, the Portuguese charg6 d'affairesj 
the French and the Japanese commissioners promptly did the same; 
these, with myself, being the only members of the diplomatic corps re- 
siding here. 

All is quiet here now. Without the sacrifice of a single life this 
change of government has been aeeomplished. Language can hardly 
express the enthusiasm and the profound feeling of relief at this peace- 
ful and salutary change of government. The underlying cause of this 
profound feeling auiong the citizens is the hope that the United States 
Government will allow these islands to pass to American control and, 
become American soil. A commission of citizens, duly accredited, will 
go by the steamer tliat takes this dispatcli to Washington, to state the 
wishes of the Provisional Government and of the responsible people of 
the islands, and to give a complete account of the existing state of 
things here. 

It is proper tliat I should add, that the presence of the Boston here 
has been of the highest importance, and the behavior of offtceis and 
men has been admirable. Oapt, Wiltse has exercised prudence and 
great flrmness, while he and the undersigned have recognized only 
accomplished facts and have not allowed tlie use of the United States 
three for any but the most conservative reasons. 
I am, sir, 

John L. Stevens. 

Written copy by future mail. 

S. 



I'ROCLAMATION. 

s earlier bietoif Haw.tii posseBsed a constitutional govcnimeiit honestly and 
oically administered in tlie public interest. 

Tile Ciowii called to its ussistiince as advisers able, lioneet, and conservative men, 
whoso integrity was nnquestioned even by their political opponents. 

The stability of the Government wasaaaured, armed resistance and revolution un- 
tboaght of, popular rights were respected, and the privileges of the subject from 
time to time increastMl and tlio prerogatives of the sovereign diminished by the vol- 
untary ai;t» of the successive Kings. 

With very few exceptions this state of affaira continued until the expiration of 
the first few years of tlie reign of His late Majesty Kalakaua. At this time a change 
was disRemible in the spirit animating the Chief Executiveand In the influences sur- 
rounding the throne. A steadily increasing disposition was manifested on the part 
of the King to extend the royal prerogacivea ; to favor adventurers and persons of 
no character or standing in the comiunuity; to encroach upon the rights and privi- 
leges of the people by steadily increasing corruption of electors, and by means of 
the power and influence of officeholders and other cormpt means to illegitimately 
influence the elections, resultiug in the final absolute control of not only the execu- 
tive and legislative, hut to a certain extent the judicial departmeuts of the Govem- 
ment'in the interests of absolutism. 

This finally resulted in the revulsion of feeling and popular uprising of 1887, 
■which wrested ih)m the King a large portion of his ill-gotten powers. 

Tiie leaders of this movoiucnt were not seeking personal aggrandizement, political 
power, or the suppression of the native Oovernment. If this had been their object 
it could easily have been accomplished, for they had the absolnte conla^l of th« 
situation. 
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Their object wna to sec;ure responsible GoveriiiiieiittbroLigli a representative cabi- 
net, Bnpportecl by ivnd resijonsilile to tbe people'8 elected repreaentativea. A clause 
to tbia effect was inserted in the conBtitution, and Bubseqnently enacted by law by 
the legialatiire, specifically covering the ground that in all mattera ounceiniae the 
state the covereij!;!) was to act by and wiQi the advice of the cabinet, and only by 
and with snch advice. 

The King willingly agreed to such proposition, expressed regret for the past, and 
volunteered promises for l:he future. 

Almost ftom the date of such agreement anil prouiises np to the time of his death, 
the history of the Goveninient Las been a continual straggle between the King on 
the one hanil and tbe cabinet and legislature on the other, the former constantly 
endeavoring by every available tbrai of inflaence and evasion to ignore his promises 
and agreements and regain his lost powers. 

This conflict upon several occasious came to a crisis, followed each time by submis- 
sion on the jiart of His Majesty, by renewed expressions of regret and promises to 
abide by the oonstitutioii]Ll and legal I'estrictions iu the fnture. In each instance 
such promise was kept until a further opportunity presented itself, when the coullict 
waa renewu<l in detiance iind regardless of all previoiia pledges. 

I'pnn the iieceaaion of Her Majesty Lilinokalani, for a brief period the hope pre- 
vaUed that new poUcy would he adopted. This Lope was soon blasted by her imme- 
diately entering into conflict with the existing cubiuet, who held otHce with the 
approval of a large mnjority of the legial.T-tnre, resulting in the triuniph of the 
Queen and the removal of the cabinet. The appointment of a new cabinet sub- 
servient to her wishes and their continuance iu olUce until a recent date gave n 

opportunity for further indication of the po'- — --■'•:-'■ ■■' ■ = >— " 

Majesty until the opening of the legislature ii 



opportunity for further indication of the policy wLicL would be pursued by Her 
"^esty until the opening of the legislature in May of 1892. 

The recent history of that session has shown a stubborn determination on the part 
of Her Ma,{eaty to toUow the tactics of her hbte brother and in all possible ways to 
secure an extension of the royal prerogatives and an abridgment of popular rights. 

Daring the tatter part of the session the legislature was replete with corruption; 
bribery and other illegitimate influences were openly utUiiiea to secure the desired 
end, resulting in the final complete oveitLrow of all opposition and the inanguration 
of a cabinet arbitrarily selected by Her M^eaty in complete defiance of constita- 
tioual principles and popular representation. 

Hotwithstanding suoh result the defeated party peacefully submitted to the sitna- 

Not content with Ler victory Her Ma^jeaty proceeded on the last day of the session 
to arbitrarily arrogate to herself the right to promulgate a new constitution, which 
proposed, among other things, t-o disfranchise over one-fourth of the voters and the 
owners of uiue-teutM of the private property of the Kingdom, to abolish the elected 
upper Louse of the legislature and to substitute in place thereof an appointive one, 
to be anpoiiit-ed by tbe Sovereign. 

The. detailed history of this attempt and the succeeding events in connection 
therewith is wiveii in the report of the committeeof public safety to the citizens of 
Honolulu and the resolution ikdopted at the maaa meeting held on the 16th instant, 
the correctness of which report and the propriety of which resolution is hereby 
BpeCiflcally aMrmed. 

The constitutional evolution indicated has alowly and steadily, though reluc- 
tantly and regretfully, convinced an overwhelming majority of the conservative and 
responsible members of the community that independent, constitutional, representa- 
tive, and responsible government, able to protect itself ftom revolutionary uprisings 
and royal aggression, is no longer possible in Hawaii under the existing aystem of 
government. 

Five uprisinga or conspiracies against the Government have occurred within ive 
years and seven mouths. It is firmly helieved that the ctilmiiiuting revolutionary 
attempt of last Satnnlay will, unless radical measures are taken, wreck our already 
damaged credit abroad and precipitate U> final ruin our already overstrained finan- 
cial condition; and the guaranties of protection to life, liberty, and property will 
steadily decrease an<l the political situation rapidly grow worse. 

In this belief, and also in tbe firm belief that the action hereby talteu is and will 
be for the best personal, political, and property interests of every citizen of the 

We, citizens and residents of the Hawaiian Islands, organieed and acting for the 
public safety and the common good, hereby proclaim as follows : 

(1) The Hawaiian monarchical syatem of tiovernment is hereby abrogated. 

(2) A provisional government for the control and luauiigeinent of public affairs 
and the protection of the public peace is hereby established, to oxiat until terms of 
union with the United States of America have been negotiated and agreed upon. 

(3) Such provisional government shall consist of an executive council of four 
members, who are hereby declared to be Sanford B. Dole, James A, King, Peter C. 
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Jones, William O. Smith, wLo eball administer the executive -departmentB of tha 
' OoverniDent, the tiiBt uiimed acting as president aud chairman of such council and 

administering the department of foreign, atfaira, and the others severally adminla- 
tering the dopartmeuta of interior, iinauce, and attorney -general, respectively, in the 
order in which they are ahove enumerated, according to existing Hawaiian law as ___ 
far as may be consistent with this proclamation; and also of an advisory ooDncil, ~' 
which shall consist of fourteen members, who are hereby declared to be S.'M. Dsr- 
: mon, L, A. Thurston, J, Emmeluth, J. H. McCandJass, F. W. McChesney, W. B. 

Castla, W. C, Wilder, A. Brown, J. F. Morgan, H. Waterhousa, li. D. Tenney, F. 
Wilhelra, W. G. Ashley, (J. Bolte. Siioli afhisory council shall also have general 
legislative authoritj'. 
; Such executive aud advisory council shall, acting jointly, have power to remove 

I - any member of either council nud to fill such or any other vacancy, 

i (4) All officers under the existing Government are hereby requested to continneto 

i exercise their fmictiona and i)erforui the dnties of their respective ofUcea, with the 

exception of the foUowing-nanied. persons; Queeu Ljliuoknlani ; l-'harlca B. Wilson, 
marshal; Samuel Parker, minister of foreign alt'airs; W. H. Comwell, uiiuieter of 
i finance; John F. Colbiim, minister of the interior; Arthur P. Peterson, attorney- 

general: who are hereby reniored from office. 
i _ (5) All Hawaiian laws aud constitutional principles not inconsistent herevrith 

' ' ahall continue in force nntil further ordiii' of the cxotutive and advisory counoils. 

Henuy E. Coopkr. 
Andbuw BitowN. 
f J. A. McCandij!8h. 



Theodore F. Lak&i_ _ 
John Emmeluth, 
C. Bolt I'.. 
Ed. Svur. 

He NUT WATERHOII8E. 
W. C. WlIJ>ER, 

F. W. MCC'HESNKV. 

William 0. Smith. 



Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, January 17, 189S. 
Sir : The underaigned, members of the execntive and advisory councils of the 
Provisional Government this day eatabliahed in Hawaii, hereby state to you that 
for the reasons set fotth in the proclamation this day iaaiied, » copy of which is 
herewith inclosed for your consideration, the Hawaiian monarchy liae been abro- 
gated aud a Provisional Government eetablished in 'accordance with the aaid above- 
mentioned proclanuvtion. 

' Such Provisional Government has been proclaimed, is now in posaession of the 
Government departmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and ia in con- 
trol of the city. We hereby request that you will, on hehalf of the United States 
of America, recoj^nize it as the existing de facto Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands, and afford to it the moral support of your Government, and. if necessary, 
■"■" — iport of American troops to assist in preserving the public peace. 
e have the honor to remain your obedient eerrants, 

Sanford B. Dolb. 

J. A. King. 

P. C, Jones. 

Wiluam O. Smith, 

S. M. Dawson. 

John Emmeluth. 

F. W. McChksbby. 

W. C. WlLDBU. 

J. A. McCandless. 
Ani)rbw Brown. 

Jas. F, MOItOAN. 

Henry WaterhousB. 

E. D. Tennet. 

F. J. WiLHBLM. 
W. (!. Asni-KY. 
L'. ISOLTE. 
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!, Hawahan Islandb, January 17, j 



[Order No. 1.] 

All persona favorable to the Provisional GovernnSent of the Haviaiian Islandu are 
hereby requested. tJl forthwith report to the Government at the Govern oient buildings 
and to furuiah to the Government such arms and ammunition as they may have in 
their poBseaaion or control as soon as possible, in order that efficient and complete 
protection of life and property and the public peace may immediately and efficiently 
be put in operation. 

SANFORr B. Dole, 
J. A. King, 

P. C. JOMEB, 

WiLUAM 0. Smith, 
Executive Coiindl of the Provisional Govemment of the Hawaiian lalandg. 
John Emmkluth, 
Andrew Bitowj), 

' C. BOLTR, 

James F. Morgan, 
Hbnkt Watkrhousb, 
S. M. Damon, 
W. G. Ashlky, 
E. D. Tenny, 
P. W. McCkesney, 
W. C. Wilder, 
Adeisonj Council of the Provisional Govtrmvient of the Raa-aiiaa Islands. 



[Inelosnre4inNo.79.] 
HoMOLTJLU, Hawaiian lai^NDS, January 17, 189S. (Issued 6 



PROVIBIONAI. 



[Order Ho. 2.] 



It is hereby ordered and decreed that nntil further ordered, the right of the writ 
of habeas corpus is hereby suspended and martial law is hereby declared to exist 
throughout the island of Oahn. , 

Sanford B. Dole, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, . 
J, A. King, 
Minialer of the Interior, 
P. C. JONE8, 

Minister of f^noBce, 
William O. Smith, 

Attorney- General, 
Executive Council of the Provisional Gocernment of lie Hawaiian IslatMi. 



[Daily Pacific Commercial Advertiser, January 17, 1893.] 



AN ENTHUSIASTIC 
; REVOLOTIONAHY 
E COMMITTEE OF 



At 2 p. m. yesterday the Honolulu Rifles' armory was the scene of one of the largest 
and most enthusiaatic mass meetings ever held in Honolulu. It was called by the 
committee of public safety for the purpose of protesting against the revolutionary 
LS of the Queen. At 1 :30 citizens began to assemble, and before 2 o'clock 
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the large, imilding was (Towdod to ils utmost cnpaeity, 1,260 being present, Uy aotuiil 
count, while iiian.v oUiei's caaie later. Every class in the ooiumnnity was fully rep- 
leseutt'il, mechiiDtcH, tncrchauts, iirofesaional men, and actisftns ofeveiy kind oeiug 
present in full force. The meeting was intensely enthusinatlc, being animated by a 
common purpose and feeling, !ind moat of the speiikers wnre applauded to the echo. 
Hon. W.C. Wilder, of theconiniittee of safety, wiis the cLairman. 

Mr. Wiu>RR said: FeUoTv citizens, I have been reqni-Hteil to act as chairman of the 
meeting. Were it a common occurrence, I should consider it an honor, but to-day, 
we are not here to <lo honor to anybody. I accept the uliairmansbip of this meeting 
as a duty. [Applunse.] We meet here to-day an men— not as au.\' party, faction, or 
creed, lint ns men who are bound to see good government. It ia tvell known to yon 
all what took place iit the palace last Saturday. 1 need not tell you the object of tliiH 
meeting, and no such meeting has been held sluee 1)^7. There in tlie same reason 
now as then. Aii impromptu uieeeing of citiiwna «U8 called Sntnnlay to take meaa- 
ures for the public satbty. TJie report of tJieconnuitlee will be read to you. We do 
not meet aa revolutionists, hut as peaceful* citizens wlio have tbe I'i^ht to meet aiul 
state their grievances. [Loud applause.] We will uiiiiiitain our rights and have 
courage to maintain them. [Universal chei>rs.] 

Noble TLurston being introdneed by the cbainnan rem! the repoit of the eoiuuiit- 
tee of safety. 

"lilvPOnV OV THE COMJllTTKE OP SAPSTY. 

" To the cilUea$ o/ Monoliilii: 

"On the morning of last Satnwlay,tbel4ih instant, the city wasstartlod by the in- 
formation that Her Mi^esty Qneen Liliuokalani had annouuced her intention to 
arbitrarily promulgate a new constitution, and that three of the newly appointed 
cabinet ministers had, or were about to, resign in iwnijei|iience thereof. 

"Immediately after the uroroj^ation of thelegiHlatni'e at noun tbe (jueuu, accom- 
panied, by her orders, by tue cabinet, retii'eil to the jialace; the entire iiiilitaiy force 
of the Government ivaa drawn np in line in front of the buUiling, and remained 
there until dark, and a crowd of several JiuudTeil native sympathizers with the new- 
constitution ijToJrct gathered in the tliruue room anil about tbe [Hilace. The Qnoen 
then retired with the cabinet, informed them that she had a new constitution ready, 
that she intended to promulgate it and pniposeil to do so then and there, and de- 
manilcd that they conntersigu Iter signature 

"She turned a deaf oar to their statements and piotests that tbe proposed action 
would inevitably cause the streets of Hoiiolnln to iud red with blood, and threat- 
ened that unless they complied with her demand she u'liulil lierscJf immediately go 
out npou the steps of the palace and nnnonoi e to the assembled crowil that the 
reason she did not give them the nen constitntion ? as because tlie ministers would 
not let her. 'I'hree of the ministers, feanns mob \ ioleiice, immediately withdrew 
and returned to the Government biulding They were immediately summoned back 
to the palace, but refused to go on the grouud that there was no guaranty of their 
personal safety. 

" The only forces under the control of the Government are the household guards 
and the police. The former are nominally under the control of the minister of 
foreign atiairs and actually under the control of their immediate commander, Mi^. 
Nowlein, a personal adherent of the Queen. 

"The police are nniler the control of Marshal Wilson, the open and avowed royal 
favorite. Although the mnralinl is nominally under the control of the attorney- 
general, Her Ma^jcsty recently announce<l in a pnblic speech that she would not allow 
him to be removed. Although the marshal now states that he is opposed to the 
Queen's proposition, he also states that if the final issue arises between the Queen 
and the cabinet and people he will support the Queen. 

" The cabinet was absolutely powerless and appealed to citizens for support. 

"Later they reluctantly returned to the palace, by request of the Queen, and for 
nearly two hours she agam endeavored to force them to acquiesce in her desire, and 
upon their final refusal announced in a pnblic speech in the throne room and again 
from the upper gallery of the palace that she desired to issue the constitntion, but 
was prevented from doing so by her ministers and would issue it in a few days. 

"The citizens responded to the appeal of the cabinet to resist the revolutionary 
attempt of tbe Queeu, by gathering at the office of William O. Smith. 

"Iiate in the afternoon it was felt that bloodslied atid riot were imminent; that 
the community could expect no protection from the legal authorities ; tbat, ou the 
contrary, they would undoubtedly lie made the instruments of royal aggression. 
An impromptu meeting of citizens was held, which was attended by the attorney- 
general, and which was addressed, among others, by the minister of the interior, 
.1. F. Colburn, who stated to the meeting aubstautially the foregoing facta, 

" The meeting uuanimously passed a resolution that the public welfare required 
S. Ex. 7C 2 
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the appointment 

tion and devise ways auii w 

protection of lile and property. 

" Snoli a, oomiuittee vaa forthwith appoiuted aud lias followed ita iustrnctioiis. 

"The first step which the committee consider necessary is to secure openly, pub- 
licly, and peaceably, through the niediiun ol' a mass nieetiiii; of citizens, a coudem- 
nation of the proceedings of the party of revolution uiiil disoriler and a conflrma- 
tion from such larger meeting of the authority now vested in tlie committee. 

" For snch purpose the committee hereby recommends the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution : 



"1. Whereas Her Majesty Liliookalani, noting in conjunction with certain other 
persons, has illegally mid iiDcnnstitutionnlly and ati:ainst the advice aud consent of 
the lawAil executive otHcers of the Gorernment^ attempted to abrogate the existing 
constitution and proclaim a new one in subversion of the rights of the people; 

"3. And wheretis such attempt has been accompanied hy threats of violence and 
bloodshed and a display of armed force, and snch attempt and acts and threats are 
covolutionary and treasonable in character; 

"3. And whereas Her MHjesty'H cabinet have informed her that snch contemplated 
action was unlawful and would lead to bloodshed and riot and have implored and 
demanded of her to desist from and I'enounce sucli proposed action; 

"4. And whereas such advice has been in vain, and Her Majesty ha« in a public 
speech announced that she was desirous and ready to promulgate such constitution, 
the same being now ready for such purpose, and that the only rea^son why it was not 
now promulgated was because she had met with unexpected obstacles and that a fit- 
ting opportunity in the future mjist be awaitedfor thecousumuiattoiiof such object, 
which would be within a few days; 

"5. And whereas at a public meeting of citizens held in Honolulu on tlie IJtli uaj 
of January instant a committee of thirteenjto be known as the ' committee of piiuiiu 
safety' was appointed to consider the situation and to devise ways and means 
maintenance of the public peaceand safety aud the preservation of life andproperty; 

"6. And whereas such committee has recommended the calling of this mass meet- 
ing of citizens to protest against and condemn such action and has this day pre- 
sented a report to such meeting denouncing the action of the Queen and her si^- 
porters as being unlawful, unwarranted, in derogation of the rights of the people, 
endangering the peace of the community, and tending to excite riot and cause the 
loss of life and destruction of proper^: 

"Mow, therefore, we, the citizens of Honolulu of all nationalities and regardless 
of political party affiliations, do hereby condemn and denounce the action of the 
Queen and her supporters; 

"And we do hereby ratify the apointment and indorse the action taken and re- 
port made by the said committee of safety ; and we do hereby further empower such 
committee to further consider the situation aud further devise such ways and means 
as may be necessary to secure the permaneut maintenance of law and order and the 
protection of life, liberty, and property in Hawaii," 

Mr. ThuRBtoN' saidr Mr. Chairman; Hawaii is a wonderful country. We are di- 
vided into parlies and nationalities and factions, but there arc moinente when we 
are united and move shoulder to shonlder, moved by one common desire for the pub- 
lic good. Three times during the ])ast twelve years this has happened — in 1880, 1887 
and to-day. They say it is ended, it is done, there is nothing to consider. Is it sof 
[Calls of uo! no!] I say, gentlemen, that now and here is the time to act. [Loud 
cheers.] The Queen says she won't do it again. [Cries of humbug,] Fellow-citi- 
zens, have you uny memories? Hasn't she once before promised — sworn solemnly 
before Almighty Go<l to maintain this constitutionf What is her word worth! 
[Calls of nothing! nothing!] It is an old saying that a royal promise is made to be 
broken. Fellow-citizens, remember it. We have not sought this situation. Last 
Saturday the sun rose on a pcacefut and smiling city ; to-day it is otherwise. 

Whose fault is it! Queen Liliuokalani's. It is not her fault that the streets have 
not run red witk blood. She has printetl a pi'oclaination and at .the same time, per- 
haps sent out by the same carriers, her organ prints an extra with her speech with 
bitterer language than in the Advertiser. She wants us to sleep on a slumbering 
volcano which will one morning spew out blood and destroy us all. The Constitu- 
tion gives us the right to assemble peacefully and express our grievances. We are 
here doing that to-day without arms. Tlie man who has not the spirit to rise after 
the menaces to our liberties has no right to keep them. Has the tropic sun cooled 
and thinned our blood, or have we flowing in our veins the warm, rich blood which 
loves liberty and dies for itf I move the adoption of the resolution. 

[Tumultuous applause.] 
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Mr. H. F. Glalib. The Qaeeu has done an unlawfal thing in iguoriug the consti- 
tution which she bad sworn to uphold. We most decidedly protest agAinst such 
revolutionary proceeding, and we should do all we possibly can to prevent her ftoni 
repeating actions which result in (lisoTiier and riot. ^Yu now liave a promise from 
the Queeti that proceedings as we es^perieuced on Saturday shall not occur again; 
but we should have such assurances and y;i!arantie!) for this promise that will really 
aatisfy us and convince ns of the faith andeaiiiestness of the promise given, of which 
we now have no assurance. What such guaranties and assiimni'es ought to be I 
can not at this uiouiput say or recummend. Thissbould be lefenvd to the committee 
of safety for their careful consideriition. I second the motion, 

Mr. Young, in addressing the meeting, spoke as follows: 

Mt. Cbairmanaud fellow-citizens: lu June, 1SS7, 1 stood on this sauio platform and 
addressed an audience almost ae large as the one now before me. At that time we 
had met to consider aresol'jtion that looked toward a new conatitutiou, which pro- 
posed constitution was considered the most effectual method of removing some fla- 
grant abuses in governmental affairs, practiced by the King and hia cabinets. The 
coQstitutioD was promulgated. To-duy we hnve met to consider the action of Her 
Majesty in attempttfig to setaside the coustitntion we all worked so hard to have 
promulgated, in the lost interests of the sovereign and the people at large, as well 
as for the cedeiuptiou of the credit of the Kingdom abroad. It has long been re- 
ported that at some favorable opportunity the Queen would spring a new constitu- 
tion npon the people and place matters even more in the hands of the sovereign 
than tnev wen- before the revolution of 1S8T. 8ome did not beliexe the rumoi^, but 
the actions of the Queen in the last few dayshave convinced the most skeptical that 
the minora were well fonnded and that she had been pregnant with this unborn 
constitution for a long time; but it could not be born till under the propitious star. 

In trying to promulgate this long-promised constitution t^e Queen has therefore 
premeditately committed a breach of faith with one portion of her subjects in order 
to satisfy the clamors of a fiwtion of uativcB urged by the inllneuce of a mischievous 
element of foreigners who mean no good to the Queen or the people, but simply for 
the purpose of providing avenues for carrying out more perfectly the smuggling of 
opinm and diverting the contents cif the treasury into their own pockets. A by- 
authority circular lias now been handed ;ironud setting forth that the Queen and 

hercabtnethaddecldednottoprcBsthepromuIgationof aui 

depend on this promise of Her Majesty ! la l£iB promise 
than the oath she took before Almighty God to support 
conetitutionf Has not the Queen resorted to very questiouable methods in an nn- 
derhanded way to remove what, to the people, was one of the most acceptable cabi- 
nets ever commissiotied by any sovereign in this Kingdom, in order that four other 
miniatera might bg appointed that would carry out her behest, treiisonable or other- 
wise, as might be most conveniently within their scope? 

I say, h!ive we any reasonable assurance that the Queen and her ministers have 
abandoned finally the new constitution promulgation schemq ! [Soars of "^'o" firom 
the audience.] My fellow citizens, while the Queen and her cabinet continue to 
trifle with and play fast and loose with tlie affairs of state there can be no feeling 
of security for foreign families residing within these domains. There can be no 
busineaa prosperity here at home, and our credit abroad must be of the flimsiest and 
most uncertain nature. And you, buainess men, who are toiling honestly for your 
bread and butter, will have to put up with thin bread and mudi thinner butter if 
this farcical work is continued. In order that matti'TS may be set to rights again, 
and that honest, stable, and honorable government may be maintained in Hawaii, 
I support tbe resolution and trust that it will be passed unanimoualy by this meeting, 

Mr. C. B01.TE. Since the resolution whicli was read here has been written things 
have changed. On Saturday the Queen promised the iiative people that she would 

five them a new constitution under all circumstances; she did not say exactly when, 
ut aa soon as possible. This morning a proclamation was iaaued, in which she says 
that her attempt to promalgate a new constitution last Saturdav was made under 
stress of her native subjects, but that she will not do it again. An Attempt to change 
the fundamental law of the land is a very serious matter, a matter that requires a 
good deal of consideration, and I am well convinced that this matter has been 
weighed and considered for more than a day by the Queen, and that there was no 
acting on the spur of the moment under the stress of her native subjects about it. 
It was her well premeditated conclusion that she would change the constitution so 
as to suit herself, on the day of prorogation of the legislature. Many people knew 
this several days ago, but there have been so many rumors about all sorts of things 
that not very much attention was paid to it; it was expected that she might change 
her mind before that day would come. But she did not change her mind as soon as 
that; she told the native people that she was ready to give them a new constitution 
right then and there, but that she could not do It beoanse her ministers wonld not 
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let her. Now she Iihs changed lier niinrl; sjie luukes ii soit uC exiiis*! for wliiit she 
did, and sajs she will never do it again. 

It seems to ine that the question that your ciimniittee has to aak no'n', aiid tvliiuh 
is for you geiitli'inmi hereiu theitieetiug to decide is this: Are yoa siitistled with the 
asHurance given in to-cLij|'a proclamation signeil by the (Jueen and the fonr ministera, 
and will yoD oousidur this matter laided, or do jou deHire greatev and stronger gnar- 
autees for the siiiety and pieaervation of yonF life Hnd liberty nnd property? I am 
one of the citizens' iMinmittee of pnblio nafety; my views uu the situation are ex- 
pressed in the resolutions which have jaat been ienil,and I trust you will show that. 
70a are of the xame niiud as the oommittee by ailoptiDg these resolutions. 

Hon. H. P. Baldwin. I feel, with tlie rest of yon, that the actions of Ihe Queen 
have put the country in a very uritical situation. Uetbre this revolutionary act of 
Her Majesty wa were gettiug along. A ministry had been appointed whlrli would 
probably have been able to pull us through. The MeKinley hill had put the whole 
country into a irritical situation. We were wiirking up new iiidnstries. Mr. Dil- 
lingham was tryiuu; to bnlld a railroad around this island. The Queen seems to 
have blinded herself to all these things. She has tVillowed a whim of her own — a 
whim of an irresponsible body of HawailauH— and tried to establish a new consti- 
tution. We must stop this; hut we must not go beyond constitutional means. I 
favor this resolution, but think the committee shoulil act within IJie constitution. 
There is no qaestion that the Queen has done a revolutiunurj' act; there is no doubt 
about that. Tlie Queen's proclamation has not inspired conlidencc; but shall we 
not teach her to act within the constitution? [Loud calls of "No.''] Well, gentle- 
men, I am ready to act w^heu the time comes. 

J. Emmbluth wislied to say a few words on the sitnatiun.. He had heard the 
Queen's speech at tlie puliice, and noted the espression.of her face. It was lieniUsh. 
When the petitioners filed out he reflect-ed on tlie fact tliat thirty men c<ui]d paralyze 
the business of the community for twenty-four hours. It was not they that did it, 
but the schemers behind thent, and perhaps a wotiian, too. It was not the Hawaiiaus 
that wanted the new constitntion ; not those who worked. This was the third time 
that he had shut hiK doors, let his men go, and came np to this bnilding. It would 
be the last time. If we let this time go by we would deserve all we would get. An 
opportunity came onee in every lifetime. It had come to us, and if we finished as 
we should, a repetition of last Saturday would never occur in this coiintiy agaiu. 
[Applause.} We must stand shoulder to shoulder. There was but one course to 

Snrsue, and wewonldall see it. The manifesto of this morning was bosh. "I won't 
o it any more; but give me a chance and I'll do it again.'' If the Queen had suc- 
ceeded last Saturdnyj myself and you would have lieen robbed of ijie privileges 
without which no white man can live in this commnnity. "Fear not, he not afraid," 
was written in my Bible \iy my motlier twenty-live years ago. (ientleiiien, I have 
done. As far as the Hawaiiana are toncemed, all have an aloha for them, and we 
wish to have laws i'nabliug us to live peaceably together. 

K. J. Gkkr.s'k. Fellow, citizens, among the many things I never could do was to 
make an impromptu speech. I have tried it over and <ivor again and never succeeded 
but once, and that was alter live wteks' preparation. Our patience has been ex- 
hausted. We all agree about the case. 1%e question is, the remedy. John Greene, 
of Khode Island, entered the war of the Hevolutlon and served tliroughout. Hia 
son, my father, served through the war of 1812, until that little matter was settled. 
In 1862 John Greene, my fether, stood before a meeting like th's, and said he had 
four sous in the war, ot whom 1 was the youngest, and would serve himselflf he was 
not too old. This experience has biased my judgment as to some matters of civil 

>vemmeiit. It is too late to throw olwtacles across the path of its progress here. 

■ -.dopted this flag and am loyal to it, bu'' ' " ' — ""-- '■- ^ — ■■ — ■- 

atter of civil liberty, and I will give t 
B to go forwanl, and not back. [Chee ^ 

Chairman Wilder read the latter part of the resolution. 

It was passed ^y a unanimous standing vote, without a dissenting v 
amid treniendoiis lOieers, after which the meeting broke up. 
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[Duily Pacific CoiuiuercLal Advertiser, January 18, 1893.] 



.CNTKEUB RALLY ROt'SO THB NEW 
GOVP.BNMF.ST— THE UL.TS QUEKM AND CABINBT TIKLD AND LKAIK THE TOWN HN- 
DEK THE QUIET PROTKCTION OP (T« OWX CITIZEN'S— If rLt TEXT OP TUB PHOC- 
LAMATION AKD ORDBMS. 

All liny yesterday the coiamiinity were in a stntc of expectant.v, looking to the 
cDtumittee of public sHfety to do something to end the state of tciiijion, and to se- 
cure the rights of all oltixens asaiust enroacbment once and for all. Tlie committee 
in the meantime vrae not idle, out was iiicesaantlj' occupieil completing its organ- 
ization and pHrfecting the final arrangements necessaiy to the proclamation of fbe 



ivisioiiaiGoverumeDt and its i>rotection by an armetl force. At about 2:30 o'clock 
an attempt was made by three native policemen to arrest the progress of a wagon 
which was beinjr driven up Fort street, by Mr. Benner and Mr. Good. Those in 
charge of the wagon resisted the attempt of the officers to arrest its course. One of 
the oflicera making a motion to draw a i^volver, Mr. Good drew his own, and call- 
ing attention to the fact that he was, inatilied in shooting, he lired, seeking, how- 
«ver, to avoid the intlictiou of a dangerous wound. The wagon pursued its way, 
followed by a policeman in a hack. This episode precipitated the movement. 
Citizens hurried to the Beretania street armory, where they wore formed into com- 
panies and marched to the Government building. 

In the meantime the committee of public safety, accompanied )>y members of the 
government about to be formed, proceeded to the Government building. They were 
entirely unarmed. Arrived at the Oovemmeni bnilding the committee inquired for 
the cabinet, but the ministers were not to be found. They then demanded and re- 
ceived of Mr. Hassinger the possession of the bnilding. The party now proceeded 
to the front steps and! in the presence of a rapidly increasing crowd, the following 
proclamation was read : 

Before the reading of the jiroelamatiou was completed the volunteers from th« 
Rifles' armory began to assemble in forte. TliegroiindsofAniolani Hale were cleared 
and a guard set at all the gates. 

The following orders were then promptly issued by the Provisional Government: 



All persons favorable to (he Provisional Government of the Mawaiian Islands are 
hereby requested to forwitli report to the Government at the Government building 
and to furnish the Government such arms and ammunition as they may have in their 
possession or control as soon as possible, in order that efficient and complete pro- 
tection of life and piopei'ty and the pulilic peace may be immodiatply and efficiently 
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Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, January 17, ISSS. 



It is hereby ordered ami decreed that antil further ordered the right of the writ 
— '"■"" " ~ - -- ' "^ -_ 3 ... -- .1 — -T.aiial law is hereby declared to esist 

Sanfori) B. Dole, 
Miniiter of Foreign Affairs, 
J. A. King, 
Mimsler of the Interior, 

Minialer of Mnanee, 
William O. Smith, 

AltorneH' (General, 
Executive Council of the Profisional Gocernmeni of the Hawaiian lelands. 

The Pi'dviaional Govemmeiit sent for the late ministers, who were at the police 
station. Two of theoi came, and linatly all four repaired to tlie heailquarters of the 
new government, where formal demand was made upon them for the possession of 
tlie police BtatioD. The exministers asked for time t« deliberate upon this demand. 
They went to the palace, in company with Hon. Samuel M. Damon, and hel<J a oon- 
sultation with Liliuokalaui. The result was a compromise proposition, which was 
rejected by the Provisional Government. After further consultation the following 
protest was noted : 

I, Litiuoakalani, by the grace of God and under the oonstitutjon of the Huwairan 
Kingdom, Queen, do hereby solemnly protest against any and all acts done against my- 
self and the Constitutional Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom by certain peisous 
claiming to have established a, Frovisionnl Oovcrument of and fur this Kingdom. 

That I yield to the superior force of the United States <if America, whose mini^ 
ter plenipotentiary, his excellency John L. Stevens, has caused Tnited States troops 
to be landed at Honolulu and declared that hn woulit sujtport the said Provisional 
GoA'emment, 

Now, to avoid any collision of armed forces and perhaps theloHsof life, I do, under 
this protest, and impelled by said force, yield my authority until such time as the 
Qovemment of the United States shall, upon the facts being presented to it, undo 
the action of its representative and reinstate me in the auOiority which I claim as 
the constitutional Sovereign of the Hawaiian Islauds. 

Done at Honolul.i this l7th day of .lanuary, A. D. 1893. 

LlUUOKALAJSI, R. 

Samcbl Paiiker, 
Minister of Foreigv Affairs. 
\Vm. H. Coknwali., 

ilinigler of Finance. 

JKO. F. COI,BCBJi, 

Minister of the Interior. 
A. P. Peterson, 

Attorney- General. 
S. B. DoLK, Esq., and others, 

Composing the I'rotiaioual Gorernmenl of Ihe Haieaiian Islands. 
(Indorsed :) Received by the hands of the late cabinet this 17th day of .lOnuary, 
A, D. 1803. (Signed) Sai'iford B. Dole, chairman of the executive council of Pro- 
Tisional Government. 

The late Qneen and cabinet accordingly yielded unconditionally, and the police 
station was turned over to Commander Sopet and Cant. Zicgler with forty men 
from Company A. Mr. Wilson made a short address to the police force assembled in 
the station, telling them that resistance was no longer fetisilile. 

The Provisional Government sent notilications ol^the situation to the represeuta- 
tives of foreign powers. The following answer to the reijueat for recognition was 
received from his excellency John L. Stevens: 

"A Provisional Government having been duly constituted in the place of the recent 
Government of Queen Liliuohalnni, and said Provisional Government lieing in full 
possession of the (iovernment buililing, the archives, and the treasury, ajidin control 
of the capital of the Hawaiian Ialan<S, I hereby recogniKe sftid Provisional Govern- 
ment as the defticto Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 

"John L. Stevens, 
Enron Extriiordiuarg and Minister i'ltnipotentiarg of the United States. 
a At latest advices the Provisional Government was in complete possession of tha 
city, and. the only Government possessing, exercising, or claiming any authority ~~ 
power whatsoever. ' 
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Mr. Dole to Mr. Foster. 

Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Honohthi, Saii-aiiiin Islmida, Januriry IS, 1893. 

(Received Febniary 3.) 
Sib: I have the houor to inform yoii that, as president of the execu- 
tive aud advisory council of the Provisional Governmeut of the Ha- 
waiian Islands, I have this day coniinis»ioned and appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as special commissioners trom this Government to 
that of the United States of America, viz, Hon. L. A. Thurston, W. K 
Castle, esq., Hon. W. C. Wilder, Charles L. Carter, esq., Hon. .Joseph 
Marsden, accrediting them to his excellency tlie President of the United 
States. 
A copy of their ci'edentials will be foniid inclosed. 
Expressing the hope that these gentlemen will prove acceptable to 
the United States as the representatives of-this Government, and that 
yon will extend them all proper assistance in fnrtherant-e of their 
mission, 
With sentiments of the highest esteem and respect, 
I have, etc., 

Sanforb B, Dole, 
Mininter of Foreign. Affairs. 
iTiiil letterN nf tlie <ivu uomiuissionerB. For text 
iirsloii, printeil ua paper No. 13, post. 



Ex-(}tieen Liliuokalani to the Preti dent. 

(Received Febrnary :i, 1893.) 

His Excellency BEKjAiiiN Harkisob, 

Presiiient of the United States: 

My Great AND GoodFeibnd: Itis with deep regret that I address 
you on this occasion. Some of my sub.ie«;ts, aided by aliens, have re- 
nounced their loyalty and revolted against the constitutionaJ govern- 
ment of my Kingdom. Tliey have attempted to depose nie and to es- 
tablish a provisional government, in direct conflict with the organic 
law of this Kingdom. Upon receiving incontestable proof that his 
excellency the minister plenipotentiary of the United States, aided 
and abetted their unlawful movemelits and caused United Statea 
troops to be landed for that piirpose, I submitted to force, believing 
that he would not have acted in that manner unless by the authority 
of the Govennnent which be represents. 

This action on my part was prompted by three reasons: The futility 
of a conflict with the United States; the desire to avoid violence, 
bloodshed, and the destmction of life and property, and the certainty 
which I ttel that j^u and your Government will right whatever wrongs 
may have been inflicted upon us in the premises. 

In due time a statement of the true facts relating this matter will be 
laid before you, and I live in the hope that you will judge uprightly 
and justly between myself and my enemies. 
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This appeal is not made fnr iiLjsclf persouatiy, but for my people who 
have hitlierto always eii,ioyed the liieiidship and protection of tlie 
United States. 

My opiHinents have taken tlie only vessel which could be obtained 
here foE the purpose, and hearing of their intention to send a delega- 
tion of their number to present their side of this conflict before you, I 
requested the favor of sending liy the same vessel an envoy to you, to 
lay before you my statement, as the facts appear to myself and my 
loyal subjects. 

This request has been refused and 1 now ask you that in justice to 
myself and to my people that no steps be taken by the Government of 
the United States uutil my cause can be beard by you. 

I shall be able to disi)ateh an envoy about the 2d day of February, 
as that will be the first available opportunity hence, and he will reach 
you with every possible haste that there may be no delay in the settle- 
ment of this matter. 

I pray you, therefore, my good friend, that you will not allow any con- 
clusions to be reacheil by you until my envoy arrives. 

I beg to assure yon of the contiiuiance of my highest consideration. 

ElLIUOKALANI, R. 

Honolulu, January J8, 1893. 



Mr. Steveitu to Mr. Foster. 

No. 80.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, January 19, 1893. (Received Februarys.) 

Sib: The Provisional Government of Hawaii, by special steamer, 
send a commission to Washington with full powers to negotiate with 
the Government of the United States. It is composetl of six representa- 
tive men of the highest respectability. Hon. William C. Wilder is the 
•president and chief manager of the Interisland Steamship Company, 
running steamers among the islands, and he has large property inter- 
ests in Honolulu. Hon. C. M. [surname omitted] is a leading lumber 
merchant, doing business with Puget Sound and Orepon, born here of 
the best American stock. Hon. L. A. Thurston is one of the most, if 
not the most talented and influential man on the islands, and is of the 
highest respectability. He and his father were born on the islands, of 
Connecticut parentage. Though a young man, he was the leading 
member of the reform cabinet from July, 1887, to 18!H). 

Hon. William H. Castle is a lawyer of eminence, born on the islands, 
of western New York jtarentagH, his father still living here at the age 
of 84, having resided in Honolulu nearly half a century, and for many 
years exercised a large iiiflueDce here. Mr, Charles P. Carter is the 
son of the recent Hawaiian minister at Washington, Hon. H. P. Carter, 
and is an accomplished and most reliable gentleman, American to the 
core, and has a Michigan -wife. Hon. Mr. Marsden is of English birth, 
is a prominent business man and a uoble in the legislature. 

These six commissioners representalargepreponderatingproportion 
of the property holders andcommercial interests of these islands. They 
are backed by the influences which will enable them to fully carry out 
their agreements with the United States Government. 
I am, sir, etc., 

John L. Stevens. 



Hosted byGOOglC 



AXKEXATION TIEKATY WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 



Mr. Foster to Mr. Stevens. ■ 

Department of State, 

Washington, January 36, 1893. 
Your dispatcli, telegiaplied from San Fi'aiiciBco, aiiiioiiucing revolu- 
tion and establisliiaent of a Provipiouai Goverunient was received to- 
day. Your course in recogrnizing an unopposed de facto goveniinent 
appears to have been discreet and in accordance witli the I^cts. The 
rule of this Government liiis uniformly been to recognize iind enter into 
relation witlt auy aetual government in full possession of effective power 
with the assent of the people. You will continue to recognize the new 
€h(verninent under such conditions. It is trusted that the change, be- 
sides conducing to the tranquillity and welfare of the Hawaiian Is- 
lands, will tend to draw closer the intimate ties of amity and common 
interests which so conspicuously and necessarily link them to the 
United States. You will keep in constant communication with the 
. commander of the United States naval force at Honolulu, with a view 
to acting if need be for the protection of the interests and property of 
American citizens and aiding in the preservation of good order under 
the changed condition reported. 

John W, Foster. 



Mr. Tracy to Mr. Foster. 

Navy Department, 
Washington, January S8, 189.9. (Received January 28.) 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose for your information a copy of a 
dispatch received this date from Capt. G. C. Wiltse, commanding officer 
V. S. S. Boston. 



I have, etc., 



B. F. Tracy, 
Secretary of the X^avg. 



Capl. tViltae to Mr. Tracy, 

HoNOLLT-r, Januarn IS, 18S3. (Via San Fraiiciseo, January 28.) 
The cabiuet was voted oat on January 12j another was appoijiteii on January 14, 
on whicli date the Queen prorogued the legislature aud attempted to nroclajm new 
conHtitutiou. At 2 p. m. on January Iti the citizens met and organized a committee 
of eatety. At 4 :30 ■p_. m. laoderl force iu accordance with the request of the United 
States ministei plenipoteutiary. 

Tuesday ;17th) atterudon the Proviaionai Government was eatabliahed ; the Queen 
dethroned. The revolution was accomplished without loss of life. Everything is 
quiet. Commission appointed so as to negotiate terms of unnesation to the United 

WlLTSB. 
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No. 8. 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster. 



Honolulu, February 1, 1893. 
(Yia 8au Francisco. Feb. 9, 1893. Received Feb. 9, 4:30 p. m.) 

ProviaionalGoveiDineiitof Hawaii gaiiiiugpowerand respect. Evcry- 
thiog is qiiiet. Annexation seiitimeitt is increasing. Dead monarchy 
and opposition to annexation is supported chiefly by lottery and opium 
ring. Today at 9 a. m., in accordan<!e with tlie request of Provisional 
Government of Hawaii, I liave placed Government of Hawaii under the 
United St'ates protection during negotiations, not interfering with the 
execution of public affairs. Have mailed important dispatches. Have 
sent duplicate copies of dispatches. It is advisable that Commodore 
Skerrett proceed at once to Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, witli one or 
more United States ships as precautionary measures. 

Stevens. 



Mr. Smith to Mr. Foster. 

Hawaiian Legation, 
WiisMngton, Fehrimry 3, 189o'. (E*<;eived February 3.) 
Sir : I beg to submit to you (copy of ) official dispatch of tlie Provi- 
sional Government of Hawaii, received by me yesterd^'. 

It announces the sending of five commiHsioua.-s, Hon. L. A. Tliurstoii, 
W. E. Castle, esq., Hon. W. C. Wilder, C. L. Carter, esq., Hon. Joseph 
Marsden, to treat with the Government of the United States. 

These gentlemen will arrive in Washington this day; and with your 
cousent, I shall be glad to present them to you to-morrow, at the State 
Department. 

Renewing assurance of my highest consideration, 

J. MoTT Smith. 



.Uf. Hole to Mr. Smith. 



oellency herewith. 

It haviug been fouinl nocessarj' to dispiitcli a commission of five gentlemen to 
Washington for the purpose of carryina; out thw^roviaions expressed in such proc- 
lamation, I have this day, by and with the .idvit'e unci consent jat the executive 
and advisory councils of the Provisional Government;, appointed and coiunfissioned. 
the following-named gentlemen as such commissioners ; Hon. L. A, 'rhiirBton, W, R. 
Castle, esq., Hon. W. C. Wilder, C. L. Carter, esq,, Hon. Joseph Marsdoii, who have 
been presenterl with the proper credentials to the President ol* the United States 
and tne Secretary of State. 
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I would therefore request your eieellency 
in your power to the fiirtheriug of tbeir i 
visional Government earnestly desires to coi 

With the bifEliest tespect »od cou si deration, 
I have tJJe honor, etc., 



jiff. Tracy to Mr. Foster. 

Nayy Department, 
Waskington, February 3, ISOil. (Received February 3.) 
Sir: Ihavethe honor to transmit lieiewith a copy of a <;ommiinica- 
tion received this day I'rom Capt. G. C. Wiltse, TJ. S. Savy, command- 
ing tlie U. S, S. BoKton, relating to Hawaiian afl'airs. 
I have the hiiuor, etc., 

B. F. Tracy, 
Secrefary of the Navy.. 



Capl. Willae to Mr. Tracy. 

U. S. S. BosTijN, Sj-;cokr Rate, 

Honolulv, Bau-aiian Inlands, .Jamary IS, 1S99. 

Sib: I Lave the honor to make the followingreiioit concemiugtlie condition of 
politicHl afl'airs in the Hawaiian Islnnds: 

As stated in my vonimiiuication of January i, 18fl3, the ISoatou snileil from thii^ 
port for Hilo, Hawaii, -with the United States miuiBter on board. 

During the absante of the sliip from this T>ort, on January 12, Uie cahinet was 
voted out of offire by a vote of 25 to 16. Another cabinet was appointed on 
January 14. 

On the morning of January 14 the Boiton arrived in this port from Lahina, Mani, 
and canie to anchor. At noon on the same day the legislature wae prorogued by 
the Queen, and it was rumored that the Qneeu intended proclaiming a new consti- 
tution. This, however, was not done. On Monday, January 16, there was a large 
imd enthusiastic mass meeting, composed of the representative men of Honolulu, 
held in the largest hall in the city, at 2 p. m, Oa the same day I received from the 
United States minister a request to land the sailors and marines of the Boeten t» 
protect the United States legation, consniat^, and the lives and property of Amer- 



At 4 :30 p. ni.j Jannary 16, I landed the ship's battalion under command of Lieut. 
Cominaniier William T. Swinburne. 

One detachment of marines was placed at the legation i 
while the main body of mi-n, witli two pieces of artillery, 
of central location near the Government building. 

On Tuesday, January 17, a provisional government was established and the Qneen 
dethroned. 



The Provisional Government took possession of the Government buildings, the 
archives, and the treasnry, the Qiioo" on..i>i~o»:nn. ..-.i-.^ .„.«ti.ot ti,^ TJ....^r.i,.nni 



IS recognized 
the United States ~' — * — 
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Tlie revolution lias I»een actoiuplished without the losa of a 
day, January IS, thii Provisional Govemmeut has pi 
vblcb is under martial law. 

lam infoTmeii that commisBioti era will leiii 
aecrediteii for purposes of negotiation to permit thvats i> 



The Hmvaiian special commissioners to Mr. Foster. 

Washington, February 3, 1893. 

SiE: We have the honor to hereby inform you tliat by order of his . 
©xcelleDcy Sauford B. Dole, president and minister of foreign afl'airs 
of the executive council of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands and of the executive council of such Govemmeut, Messrs. L. 
A. Thurston, W. 0. Wilder, W. E. Castle, J. Maisden, and C. L. 
Carter have been constituted and appointed special commissioners 
to the President of the United States, with instructions to proceed 
forthwith to Washington and there to represent to the President and 
Government of the United States of America the facts leading up to 
and concerning the establishment of the Provisional Government of 
the Hawaiian Islands, and to request from such Government of the 
United States of America that the acknowledgment and recognition 
of such Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands heretofore 
given to such Provisional Government hy liis excellency John L. Ste- ' 
vens, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America at Hawaii, may he coniimied by the President and 
■Government of the United States of America. 

And also the said commissioners are instructed and fully authorized 
and empowered by thesaid Provisional Government to negotiate a treaty 
between tlie said Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands and 
■the Government of the United States of America, by the tei-ms of which 
full and complete political union may be secured between the United 
•States of America and the Hawaiian Islands. 

In accordance with such instructions we hereby present for your 
consideration a brief statement of the principal facts leading up to and 
concerning the establishment of the Provisional Government of the 
Hawaiian Islands, as follows: 

On Saturday, the lith of January, ultimo, Her Majesty Liliuokalaui, 
'Queen of the Hawaiian Kingdom, attempted with force to abrogate 
the existing constitution of the Hawaiian Kingdom and promulgate a 
new constitution. Such attempt was I'esisted by her cabinet, whom 
she threatened with violence. She finally desisted from her attempt 
to immediately promulgate the proposed constitution, announcing in 
two public speeches, however, that she had not abandoned such pro- 
ject, but would carry the same into effect " within a few days." 

All of the military and police forces of the Kingdom being directly 
under the control of the personal adherents of the Queen, the cabinet 
appealed to citizens for protection and support against the proposed 
aggression. The citizens rallied in opposition to the project of the 
XJueen, and at a public meeting appointed a committee of public safety, 
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of thirleen members, to consider tbe. gituation and devise ways and 
means for the maintenance of the public peace and the protection of 
life and property. 

After considering the situation, such committee called a public meet- 
ing of citizens on Monday, the 16th of said January. Such meeting 
was duly held, to the number of about fiiteen hundred of the leading 
citizens. A rei>ort by such committee was submitted to such meeting, 
recommending the adoption of certain resolutions. Such resolutions 
were uoanimously adopted. A copy of such leport and resolutions, 
marked Inclosure A, is herewith submitted. 

A fewhoui's before such meeting a proclamation was issued by the 
Queeu and cabinet, a c<)py of which is inclosed herewith and marked 
Inclosnre B. 

On the afternoon of the same day, the Queen then having about four 
huudied men uudei' arms and the people being in open preparation for 
dethroning her, with every indication of acoiiilict, the United States 
troops landed and a guaid was stationed at the American consulate 
and legation and the remainder were quartered in a public hall hired 
for that puri>ose. 

Tiiey neither then nor at any time since have taken any part either 
for or against the Queen or the Provisional Government. 

After full consideration by the said committee and consultation with 
leading citizens of all nationalities, it was the unanimous opinion of 
such committee and citizens that the statements of fact in such proclama- 
tion did not detract from the necessity for action, and the undertaking 
therein contained was deemed, mtrehable; and tor the restsons briefly . 
set turth in such above-mentioned report of the committer of safety 
and resolutions, sind also in. the proclamation hereunder referred to, 
there was no longer any i)0SRibitity of efficiently and permanently main- 
taining tlie public peace and the protection of life, liberty, and property 
in Hawaii under the existing system of government, and that the only 
method of maintaining such permanent peace and security was by se- 
curing the assistance and support of the Government of the United 
States, or some other foreign power possessed of sufBcient force to 
prevent the future possibility of revolution or despotic assumption of 
power in derogation of the rights of the people. 

In accordance with such conclusion, such committee, representing 
almost the entire property and intelligence of the Hawaiian Islands, on 
the 17th day of said January issued a proclamation abrogating the 
monarchy, deposing Qaeen Liliuokalani, and establishing a Provisional 
Government, "to exist until terms of union with the United States of 
America have been negotiated and agreed upon," a copy of which proc 
lamatiou, marked Inclosure C, is submitted herewith. 

Immediately Eifter such proclamation such Provisional Government 
took possession of the city of Honolulu, including the Government 
buildings, the archives and the treasury, and within a few hours there- 
after received surrender of all the military and police forces, thereby 
coming into full possession of the Kingdom. 

Immediately after such possession had been obtained notification 
thereof was given to the representatives of all foreign countries repre- 
sented at Honolulu, accompanied by the request that such representa- 
tives extend to said Provisional Government their recognition. 

In reply to such request the representative of the United States of 
America accorded such recognition upon the same day that it was re- 
quested, to wit, the 17th of said January, and on the ibllowing day , 
recognition of such Provisional Government was made by the repre- 
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sentatives of Germany, Austria- Hungary, Italy, Russia, Spain, I^orway 
and Sweden, The Netherlands, Denmark, Belgium, Mexico, Chile, Peru, 
and China; and on the following day, to wit, the 19th of said January, 
recognition of such Provisional Crovernment was extended by the repre- 
seatiitiTeB of France aud Portugal, Copies of the acknowledgments 
■of the said representatives of foreign Governments, with the exception 
of those of the representatives of Portugal and France, which were 
received too late to obtain copies tliereof, are inclosed herewith, marked 
Inclosure D. 

Id further pursuance of such instructious we hereby request that 
the acknowledgment and recognition of the Provisional Government of 
the Hawaiian Islands by the representative of the United States of 
America at Hawaii may be confirmed by the Government of the 
TTuited States of America. 

Aud also in further pursuance of such iuatmc^tions we herewith 
present a communication from the said executive council of the Pro- 
-visional Government of the Hawaiian Islands to Beujamiu Harrison, 
President of the United States of Ameri(;a, informing him of the 
api>ointmeiit of the above-named L. A. Thurston, W. C. Wilder, W. 
E. Castle, J. Marsdeu, aud C. L. Carter as special commissioners with 
fall power and autiiority to negotiate and agree upon the terms of a 
iiuion of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands and the 
Government of the United States of America, tjie original of which is 
inclosed herewith and marked Inclosure E. 

The commissions of the said above-named gentlemen, as such special 
'Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, are also inclosed herewith for 
inspection, and marked Inclosure F, 

In further pursuance of such instructions, we also hereby request that 
a treaty may be concluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands, by the term^ of which fall and complete political union may 
be secured between the United States of America and the Hawaiian 
Islands, and for that purpose we hereby request that negotiations may 
be opened between the representatives of the Government of the United 
States of Ameiica and the said special commissioners on behalf of the 
Provisional Government. 

In further pursuance of such instructions, we also herewith submit a 
copy of a protest made by her ex-majesty Queen Liliuokalani against 
the action of the said Provisional Government, which is marked Inclo- 
sure G. 

We have the honor, etc., 

L. A. Thurston, 
W. C. Wilder, 
Wm. R. Cabtle, 
J, Maesden, 
Charles L. Carter, 
Special Commissioners of the Provisional Government 

of the Hawaiian Islands, 



To th« vitiiem of Sonolulu ; 

On tlie morning of laat Saturday, tlie 14th instant, the a'ltj waji startled by the in 
formation that Her Majesty, Queen Liliuokalani, had announced her intention toai 
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bitrarilj promiilgftte a new conatitiitioii, and that tliree i>{ tlie newly appointed 
cabinet niinietera had, or were aboat to, resigli'in cotisec]U6iice thereof. 



Immediately after the prorogation of the legialatiii*, at noon, the Queen, accom- 
panied b; her orders l>; tlie cabinet retireil to the palace; theeiitlre military force of 
the Govemuiont was lirjiwn. up in line in front of the building, aoii remained there u- 
til dark, and a crowd of several hundred natiyes, Byiiipiltliizera with the ■ -j^-'i- 
project, gathered in the throne room an' - ' ^ ^' - - ■ - - ^m. _ <^ 
with the cabinet; informed them that ei 
tended to proiuulKate it and proposed ti 
they countersign her signature. 

She turned a ilesf ear to their Htatements and protests, that the proposed action 
would inevitably cause tlte streets of Honolulu tu run red with blood, and threat- 
ened that unless they complied with her demand sUe would herself immediately 
go out upon the steps of the palace and aonouuce to the Hssumbleil crowd that the 
reason she did not give them the uew constitution was because the ministers would 
not let her. Three of the ministers, fearing mob violence, immediately withdrew 
and returned to the Covenimeiit building. They were immediately summoned back 
to the pulace but refused to go, on the ground that there was no guaranty of their 
personal safety. 

The only forces under the control of the Qovernmeut are the household guatds 
and the police. The former ore nominally under the control of the minister of loreign 
affairs, and actually under their inunediate commnodet, Maj. Nowlein, a personal 
adherent of the Queen. 

The polite are under the control of MjirshnJ Wilson, the open and avowed royal 
favorite. Although the marshal is nominally under the control of the attorney- 
general. Her Majesty recently announced in a public speech that she would not 
allow him to he removed. Although the ni»rsbal now states ihat he is opposed to 
the Queen's proposition, he also states that if the final issue arises between the 
iQuetn afid the cabinet and the people ho will support the Queen. 

The cabinet was absolutely powerless and appealed to citizens for support. 

Later they reluctantly returned to the palrtce, by request of the Queen, and for 
nearly two hours she endeavored to force them to acquiesce in her desire, and upon 
their Unal refusal annonnced in a public speech in tne throne room and again from 
the upper gallery of the palace that she desired to issne the constitution bat was 
prevented from doing so by her ministers and would issue it in a lew days. 

The citizens responded to the appeal of the cabinet to resist the revolutionary at- 
tempt of the Queen by gathering at the office of William 0. Smith. 

Later in the afternoon it was ielt that blooilshed and riot were imminent; that the 
community could eipect no protection from the legal authorities; that on the con- 
trary they would undoubtedly be made the instruments of royal aggression. An im- 
promptu meeting of citizens was held, which was attended by the aitomey-general, 
and which was addressed, among others, by the minister of the interior, J. F. Cal- 
burn, who stated to the meeting substantially the foregoing facts. 

The meeting unanimously passed a resolution that the public welfare required the 
appointment of a committee of public safety of thirteen, to consider the situation 
and devise ways and means for the maintenance of the public peace and the protec- 
tion of life and property. 

Such committee was forthwith appointed and has followed its instructions. 

The first step whicli the committee consider necessary is to secure openly, publicly, 
and peaceably through the medium of a mass meeting of citizens a conilemnation of 
the proceeding of the party of revolution and disorder and a confirniatio!i from such 
larger meeting of the authority now vested in the committee. 

For such purpose the committee hereby recommends the adoption of the foUow- 



(1) Whereas Her Majesty Liliuokalani, acting in conjunction with certain other 
J^rsons, has illegally and unconstitutionally, and against the advice and consent of 
the lawful executive officers of the Government, attempted to abrogate the existing 
constitution and proclaim a new one in subversion of the rights of the people; 

(2) And whereas such attempt has been accompanied by threats of violence and 
bloodshed, and a display of armed force; and such attempt and acta and threats are 
revolutionary and treasonable in character; 

(3} And whereas Her Majesty's cabinet have informed her that such contemplated 
action was unlawful and would lead to bloodshed aud riot, and have implored and 
demandeil of her to desist from and renounce such propoaed action ; 

(4) And whereas such advice has beeu in vain, and Her Majeaty has in a public 
speech announced that she was desirous and ready to promulgate such constitution, 
the same being now ready for such purpose, and that the only reason why it was not 
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promnlgateil was becaaae she liad ii: 
opportunity in the f ntnrc must be an 
would be within n few days ; 

(5) And mliereiia nt a public meeting of citizens ht-hl in Honolulu ou the lltli day 
of January instant a committee of thirteen to be known as the " Committee of Publio 
Safety" was appointed to consider the situation anddevise ways and mennato consider 
the sitnatiou 01 the public pea^^e and safety and tlie preserv»tiou of life nnd property; 

(6) And whereas such committee has recommended tlie eallinf; of this mass 
meeting of citizens to protest against and coudemu such action, and has this day 
preeentetl a report to such meeting deimuncin^ the action of the Queen and her sup- 
porters as being nnlawful, unwarranted, in derogation of tlie rights of the people, 
endangering the peace of the comniiinity, and tending to escite riot, and camte the 
lo8S of lift and destmctiou of property. 

Now, therefore, we, the citizens ol Honolulu, of all nationalities, and regardless of 
political party aMIiations, do hei'eby cundenm and denonn<-e the action of the Queen 
and her supporters. 

And we do hereby latify the appointment and indorse the action and report made 
by the said committee of safety, and we do hereby further empower such comniittee 
to further consider the situation, and further devise such ways and means as may be 
necessary to secure the permanent maintenance of law and order and the protection 
of life, liberty, and property in Hawaii. 



Her Majesty's ministers desire to e):prcss their appreciation for the cj^niet and order 
which has prevailed in this community since tlie events of SatnriLiy, and are author- 
ized to say that the position taken by Her Majesty in regard to the promulgation of 
a new constitution, wasunder stress of her native subjects. 

Authority is given for the assurance tliat any cliaiiges desired in the fundamental 
law of the lanHwill be aiiught only by methods provided in the constitution itaelf. 

Her Majesty's ministers request !ill citizens to accept the as8uraui;e of Her Majesty 
in the same spirit which it is given, 

Miaisler of Foj'eign Affairs. 

W. H. CORNWKLL, 

iHnieter of Finanoe. 
John V. Coi.burn, 
Ministtr of the Interior. 
A. P. Peterson, 

Mtorn^-ameral. 
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Unitkd States Legation, 
Bonolitlit, Hamaiian Islands, January 17, 189S. 
A Provisional Government having been duly constituted in the place of the recent 
Government of Queen Liliukalani, and said Provisional Government being in full 
possession of the Government buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and in con- 
trol of the capital of the Hawaiian Islands, I hereby recognize said Provisional Got- 
emment as the de facto Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 

JoKS L. Stevens, 
Envos Exlraordinari/ and Minister Fieidpotentianj of the United Stales. 
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Imperial German Consulate, Hawaiian Islands, 

Honohils, Januars IS, 1S9S. 
Gentlemen: I hiivethe liODOr to own receipt of your eateeiued favor ol' yesterdaj's 
date, and hereby take mnoli ploaaiire to reooguize and ackoowkdge, on lielialf of tha 
Glovemment of (Jermany, the ureaent Govemmeut of the Hawaiiiiu lalaudB, and that 
I Bhall do all in my power to further and anpport the same. 

I bare the honor to remain, ireutlemen, your most obedient servant, 

H. F. Glade, 
Jmpei-inl (!ei-mnii Consul. 
Meaars. Sani-ord B. Dole, J. A. King, P. C. Jones, and William O. Smith, 

i^xi'eulice Council of the I'rvrisional Gorci'iiwenl in Hawaii. 



Al'stro-Hi!KG*iua.n Consulate, Hawaiian Islands, 

Hannhiht, Jaav-ari/ IS, 1S9S. 
Gentlemen ; I have the honor to own receipt of yonr estoemeil favor of yester- 
day's date, and hereby take much pleasnre to recognize and ac-kn owl edge, on behalf 
of the Aiistro-Hungarian Government, the present Government of tlie Hawaiian 
Islands, and that I shall do all in my {lower to further and support the siime. 
I have the honor to be, uentiemen, your most obedient servant, 

II. t'. Gl.\.dh, 
Amiro-Uitiigarian Consul. 
Messrs. Sankohd B. Dole, J. A. King, P. C. Jonkb, and William O. Smith, 

JixecBlire Conneil of the I'rorinoiial tlovernmeHt in Hamaii. 



Honolulu, Janvarg IS, 1893. 

Gkntlemrn; I liavc the honor to iiefcnowledgethereoi-ipt of your eomiunniuatiou 
of yesterday's date, together with a eopy of the ])roclamiitioii isHiimi yesterday, 
whttreby you inform me that for reattons net forth the Hawaiian monarchy haa been 
abrogated and a Provisional Government established, the same being now in posses- 
aion of the Government departuiental butldiugs, the aicbives, luid the treasury, and 
whereby jou request me to recognize the aaid Provisional Govtmment on behalf of 
the Government of Italy as the exiatini^iie/acro Government of the Hawaiian Islauda 
and to aft'ord to it the moral support of my Government. 

In reaponae I have the honor to say that 1 comply with the above rcqneBt and 
recognize the said Proviaional Government as far as my authority as c^nswl for Italy 
may permit me to act for and on behalf of His Italian Majesty's Government in the 
premiacs. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, you very obedient servant, 

y. A. SCHAEFEK, 

Conaulfor Italy. 
Hon. Sanford B. Dole, J. A. King, P. C. Jonbb, and W. O. Smith. 

Executive Council of the I'rorUional lloremmenl of the Hawaiian IslanHa. 



Vice-Consulate of Russia, 

Hottolvlu, Jaiiwai-g IS, 1893. 
Sirs : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commnnii-ation of 17th 
instant, and in reply beg to inform you that I take the plcasni'e to recognize the 
Provisional Government of Hawaii, aa defined in the procfamatioiv inclosed in your 
letter on behalf of the Government of Rusaia, and I shall afford to it my moral support 
ae representative of the country last named. 

I have the honor to be, sirs, your most obedient servant, 

J. F. Hackfeld, 
Anting rice- Consul. 
Jl.'ssrs. Sa.nkoki) B. Dole, J. A. Kino, P. C. Jones, and William O. Smith, 

Execviive Couveil of the ProiHawnal OoreriitHciil of Hatraii, Sonolulu. 
S. Ex. 76 3 
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Honolulu, Janaarji 18, 1893. 
Gentlemen ; I have the honor to own the receipt of your commnnicatiou of yes- 
teriJay'e date, together with a copy of the proclamation isaueil jestenlay, informing 
uie that for reasons set forth the Hawaiian monarchy has been abrogated and apro- 
visional government KBtablished, and requesting me to recognize the said Provisional 
Government, on behalf of the Spanish Government, as the existing de facto Govern- 
ment of the Hawaiian Islands, and to afford to it the luoriil support of my Govern- 
In response I have the honor to say that I comply with the above reqnest and 
recognize the said Provisional Govenunent aathede/acfu (ioverument of the Ha- 
waiian Islands within the scope of ray authority. 

I liavH the honor to be, gentlemen, vour obedient servant, 

H. RlCNrlES, 

Vice-Cansid for Spain. 
Hous. SANroitD B. Dole, J. A. KiXG, P. C. Jones, and W. O, Smith, 

K'seculhft Council of the FrMisioiial Uoeernmeiil of the Hawaiian lilanAt. 



KONtil., SWENSTA OCH WOBSTA KONFULATKT, 

Uovolula, Jamiarg IS, 189S. 

Gentlkmkn: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your escellencies' 
commnnicatlon of January 17, informing me that the Hawaiian monarchy has been 
iibrogated and that a provisional government has been catabllahed in Hawaii for 
reasons set forth in a proclamatioD, of which yon sent me a copy ; also that such 
pi'ovisioual government has been proclaimed, is now in possession of the Government 
ilepartmeutal buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and ia in control of the city. 

In reply to your request to recognize the Provisional Government and uflord it the 



moral support of my Goverument; I beg to aay that I do recognise it as the existing 
ilefavio Gmt'i'nment of the HawiiiiaJi Islands, and tliiit I shall report to my '■overu- 



t immediiiti'ly 



most obedient si 



H. W, Sen 



«at. 



CoNi^uiATK (H.- The NbtiibrI:ANI)k, 

UonoUila, .laauuijl 18, 189-i. 
Sir: I liavt the hmioc to :ic knowledge the receipt of the couimniilcation of the 
eiecutive council of the I'r' .visional Govemmentof the Hawaiian Islands, announc- 
ing the abrogation of the Hawaiian monarchy; of your possession ot the Govern- 
ment departmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, as well as being in 
control of tue city. 

Added to the above is your request for the oificiiil recognition of the eitistiug de 
J.. ... '■jYcrnraent i>f the Hawaiian Islands on behalf of the Kingdom of tUeKetSer- 



lauds, which I have 


the hi 


jnor to ropi'OBent, a 


lid to give .vo 


u Hie moral support of 


my Government. 










I cordiallv 


I take pleai 


mi-e h 


1 aSNnriug the j;entlemun of the ( 


necntive council that 




them 


full .m.nt to the. 




ix'coguition, and i<l my 


intention ti 


.< add such 




support as may tome within the 


scope of my consular 


anthoritv. 












I hav 


c the honoi 


• to be 




ei y obedient p 

CoH«»l 


lervant, 
John H.Pati-, 

/.«■ The yelherlttnd". 


■ MossrB. .« 


. 1!. Doi.K, 


J. A. 


KlN(^ V. C. JOKE-H, 


and \V. 0. Smith, 




E. 


renilli 


r '.'o-'urll, HnM-aiian 


I'rorkhiial (> 


^orcnimeiil, etc. 



Udyai, Danish Consi.late, 

HonoMii, Janaarij IS, 189S. 
Sirs: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of yes- 
teriljiy's date, iucloaing a copj- of procdiimation issued last evening, intbrming me 
that for reasons set forth In said procliiination the Hawaiian monarchy has been ab- 
rogated and a provisional government estabUshed, which is now in possession of the 
Oovemment departmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and request- 
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ing mp, on bf hiilf of the Governitient of DeiLmark, t'l 
ernmeiit hb the de facto Government of tlie Hawaiinn 
iiioral support of my (lOverDinent. 

lu reply I have the honor to state that I hereby uoiojily with the above request, 
recognize tbe Siiid Provisional GoveriizQeiit as the de foiio Government of the Ha- 
waiian Islands, to the extent tbat my authority will allow mo to act, pending a reply 
from my Government. 

I have the honor to be, airs, yours, most obediently, 

K. C. MAI'I'ARi^NK, 

Acting riee-Comal fur DeHiaari. 
Messrs, Saspobd K. Dole, J. A. KING, P. C. Jones, and WiLf,iA%f O. Smith, 
E'xecaiwe GoiiniAl of I'rorisional (ior^eryimeiii of 13k Hamaiian lalande. 



Consulate of liEniiusi, January IS, IS93. 
Sirs : I have the honor to aekuowludgii the receipt ol your uoumiunieatioii of the 
ITth instant, and in reply beg to inform you that I take pleasure to recognize the 
Provisional Government of Hawaii, as defined in the proclamation inclosed in your 
letter, iu behalf of the Government of Belgium, and I shall afford to it ny moral 
auppoTt as representative of the covintrj last named, 

I have the honor to he, sirs, your moat oliediejit servant, 

J. F. Haukfei.w, 

Consul. 
Messrs. S.^nfokd B. Dole, J. A. King, P. C. Jones, and Wii.i.iam O. Smith, 

Ej;e<mtive Council of the Provisional (jovertitneiit of Hawaii, Sonolulti. 



HoKOLULu, Hawaiian Islands, Jannarg IS, 139S. 
Gkntlemi;n : I have the honor to acknowledge the receijit of yonr communication 
of yesterday's date, together with a copy of the pronla.i nation issued yesterday, in- 
forming lue that for reasons set forth the Hawaiian nionarcby has tieen abrogated 
and iL provisional government established, and reijnesting me to recognize the said 
Provisional Government on behalf of the Mexican Government aa the existing tie 
facto Government of tbe Hawaiian Islands, and to afford to it tlie moral support of 
my Government. 

In answer I have the honor to state that I comply w 
recognizetbe8aidPr<ivisioniil Government as the defailo 
Islands, within tlie scope of my authority. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, yonr obeilient servant, 

H. Kenjks, 
Coiiiul far Mexico. 
Hons. 8ANEoiti> li, DOLR, J. A. Kino, P. C. JosKti, iind \V. 0. Smith, 

•nl of Ike Hawaiian Isiandi 



Consulate of Chili;, 
Honolnhi, JIauaiian lalauds, January 18, ISSS. 
Gentlemen : 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of yesterday's date, together with a copy of the proclamation issued yesterday, 
whereby I am informed that for reasons set forth the Hawaiian monarchy has been 
abrogated and a Provisional Governiuent established, the same being now in posses- 
sion of tbe Government departmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and 
whereby yon request me to recognize tbe said Provisional Government as the existing 
de facto ■ji)vemment on behalf of tbe Government of Chile anil afl'ord to it the moriu 
support of my Government. 

In response I have the '.honor to say that I comply with the above request and 
recognize tbe said Provisional Governiuent as the de facto Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands so far as my authority as consul of Chile may permit me to act for and on 
behalf of the Government of tbe Republic of Chile in tne premises. 
I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

H. A. Schaefbr, 

Comal for Chile. 
Hons. Sanford li. Dole, J. A. King, P. C. Jones, and W. O. Smith, 

Exectiiive Council of the Provisional Governiaent of the Baaaiian lilandt. 
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Office of thm Peruvian Consulate, 

Ho-nohdn, January 18, 1893. 
I'LKMi;?.'; I have the honor to iioknowletlite the retoipt ol" yotir valued coni- 
itioD of the ITtli instaut, inclosing 3, copy of the procliiniatioti tlieii isBiii'il. 
wherein it is sot forth that the Hawaiian monarchy has heeu ahrogdteil and a I'ro- 
Tisional Governnient est^lilixhed. 

You request oje to recoKnize said Government, on the heliiilf of the Grovetnmfnt of 
Peru, OB the existing ije facto Government of the Hawaiian Islnnds, and to atford it 
the moral support of my Government. 

I have the bonor to atate in reply that I take pleasure in coni]ilyiug with your re- 
quest, ajid I hereby recognize the said (jovernment om the Aefimto Goviiniment of the 
Hawaiian Islanda in so lar as my anthority in the premises will permit. 
I have the honor to remain, gontlemen, your most obedient servant, 

BR1.CE C'ABTWKIGItT, 

Coumi for t'eitt. 
Hone. Sanford B. Dole, J. A. Ki\«, P. C, Jones, and William O, Smith, 
Meinbers of Ihv Exi:cHtire Council of the Provig'onal GoeemmeiU 

11/ the Bnu^niiiiii Islaitils, 



ClIINKSE COJIMEHCIAL Ai.;E\"('Y, 

UohoIhIh, JaiiHttry W, 1893. 
Gbstlkmen: We have the honor to auknovrlfdge the receipt of your eireutar let- 
ter of the ITth instant, covering a uopy of the proclamation iseued yesterday whereby, 
you inform us tliat the Hawaiian monarchy has heen ahtogated and a Pioviaioual 
Government established, the lutter being now in possession of thf; Government de- 
partmentiil building, the archives, jmd the treasury, und whereby you reijiieat us 
to recognize the said Provisional Government on behalf of the Government of the 
Empire of China as the existing defacio Government of the Havraiiiin Islands, and 
to afford to it the moral support of out Government. 

In answer we have the honor to say that we comply with yoTir reiiucst and recog- 
nize the said Provisional Government as thedH/acfo Government of the Hawaiian le- 
landa so far as onr authority aa commercial agent« iif China may ullow ns to act 
for and on btthalf of His Imperial Majesty's (•ovemmeut in this mal.ter. 
Wo have the honor to bu, gontlemen, your most obedient Be^^■liuts, 
Goo Ki.M, 
Chiiiege Coniaienial Jgiml. 

Wo.XG KWAI. 

Axaiilaiil C'Ainew ComweTiial A'lettt, 

Hons. Sasforii B. Doc.i!, J, A. King, P. !.'. Joxes, and William O. S.Mmi, 

Kxeciilire I'oi'ikU of the I'rvriiii'nal Hoe em men I of thr Uauiiiiav lalnjtde. 



I, I.iliuokalaui, b.v the grace of God and under the constitution of the Ha- 
waiian Kingdom, Ijui'en, do hereby solemnly protest against any and all acts done 
against myself iinil the ojiustitutional government of the Hawaiian Kitiudoni by cer- 
tain persons claiming to have cKtablished a Provisional (.ioverninent ot and for this 
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d declared that he would auppott. the said Firovbi6tial 



Governiiieut of the Uiiitcil States ahnll^ upon the facta i> 
the uftion of its repn'seutative nnd remnt^te m« in the ai 
the coiistitutiomil aoTereiau of the Hawaiian Islands- 
Done at Honolulu the lith day of Jimuarj- A, D., 1893. 

LlLIUOKALANl R. 

Sahcgl Parkbk, 
Minister of For^gu Affairt. 
\Vm. H. Citosiwurj., 

Mitiixler of L'inanee. 

JNO. F. COLBllRK, 

MinUier of the Interior. 
A. P. Pbtkiison, 

A iloraeg-General. 

t of the Hawiiian lalanda, 

(ludoi'sod :) Koceived by the hands of the late ealnnet this 17th day of January, 
A. D. 1893. Sanford B. Dole, eliairman of esecative conuoil of Provisional Govern- 



Credential letters of the Hawaiian Conimission^rs, exhibited to the Secre- 
tary of State February 4, 1893. 

rfanford B. Dole, presideut of the executive and advisory councils of 
tlie Provisioual Government of the Hawaiian Islands, to His Excel- 
lency Beujamiii Harrison, Presidentof the United States of America, 
Great and Good Friend : Reposing special trnst in the wisdom, 
integrity, and ability of the Hon. Lorrin A. Thnrston, one of our dis- 
tinguished citizens, we have appointed and do herehy constitute and 
appoint liim to be a Special Gommisetoner of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of the Hawaiian Islands, with full power and authority to confer 
witli your excellency, or your successors in office, or with any properly 
coQStatuted and appointed persons and authorities of the United States 
Government, to negotiate and agree upon the terms of a union of the 
Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands and the Goveinment 
of the United States of America, or to negotiate the terms upon which 
such union may be made. 

He is well informed of the relative interests of the two countries, and 
of <iur earnest desire to further strengthen and cement the bonds that 
now exist between us, and fromakiiowledgeofhisfidelity, probity, and 
good conduct, we have entire confidence that he will render himself 
acceptabletoyourexcellency and to the authorities of the United States 
Government by his constant endeavors to advance measures for the 
mutual benefit of both countries. 

We therefore desire that your excellency will receive him favorably, 
and give full credence to what he may say as the "Oomuilssionerofthe 
Provisional Governmeut of the Hawaiian Islands," and, most of all, 
when he shall assiire your excellency of the earnest wish and desire or 
our Provisional Government for chiser and more intimate relationsthan 
those now existing and of our abiding faith- in the continued friendship 
of the great nation over which your excellency so ably presides. 
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We pray God to have your excellency ever in His safe and holy 
keeping. 

Written at the Government house, at Honolulu, this eighteenth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and ninety-three. 
Sahfoed B. Dole, 
Presidimt of the Executive and Ad/visory Councils of the 

Provisional Oovertttnent of the Hawaiian Islands. 
By the President: 
J. A. King, 

Minister of the Interior, 
P. C. Jones, 

Minister of Finance, 
William O. Smith, 

Attorney- General, 
Executive Goimcil of the .Provisional Government 

of the Hawaiian Islands. 

(Similar letters of credem-e were delivered by the other Commission- 
ers, Messrs, W. C. Wilder, William E. Castle, C. L. Carter, and Joseph 

Marsden.) 



Commissions of the Hawaiian special commissioners, exhiMted to the Sec^ 
retary of State Fehruary 3, 18IIS. 

Sanford B. Dole, president of the executive and advisory councils of 

the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands, to Hon. Lorrin 

A. Thurston, greeting: 

Know ye, that we, the executive council of the Provisional Govern- 
ment, reposing special trust and confidence in your wisdom, integrity, 
and fidelity, have constituted and appointed you, and do by these pres- 
ents hereby constitute and apiwint you a special commissioner to the 
President of the United States to negotiate with him, or another or 
others who may be appointed by him, certain matters detailed to yon 
in your letter of instructions issued to you by said council, and to faith- 
fhlly discharge and perform all the duties pertaining to said oiHce 
under said instructions; and all persons are hereby commanded to re- 
spect this, your anthority. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hauds and the seal of 
tbe Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands, in Honolulu, 
this eighteenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three. 

[seal.] Sanford B. Dole, 

President. 

By the President: 

J. A. KlNQ, 

Minister of the Interior, 
P. C. Jones, 

Minister of Finance, 
William O. Smith, 

Attorney- General, 
Executive Council of the Provisional 

Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 
(The text of the commissions of Messrs. Castle, Wilder, Carter, and 
Marsden read the same, mulatto nomtnis.) 



Hosted bjAjOogle 



ANNEXATION TREATY WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 



The Hawaiian special commissioners to Mr. Foster. 

Washington, D, 0., February i, 1893. (Received February 4.) 
8ra: In accordance with tbe statement this day m^de by you to us 
that, by order of the President, you had lionflrmed tlie recognition of 
the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands aheady (Extended 
to such Provisional Government by his excellency John L. Stevens, 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America at Hawaii ; and in accordance with your farther statement, 
then made, that you accepted the credentials presented by us as 8i>ecial 
commissioners from the said Provisional Government to the Government 
of tlie Uuited States of America forthe purpose of negotiating a treaty 
between the said two governments by the terms of wliich full and com- 
plete political union may be secure<l between the Tlnited States of 
America and the Hawaiiau Islands, and that you are now prepared to 
leceive from n» as such (commissioners proposals iti connection with the 
formation of such treaty for your consideration, we have the honor to 
state that, although we are invested by our Governmeut with fftU dis- 
cretionary power aa to the terms of such treaty, subject to its final rat- 
ification, it is the desire of our Government that certain terms and con- 
ditions shall he incorporated in such treaty, and we hereby submit to 
you a general outline of such terms and conditions, viz: 

(1) That sacli treaty may secure full, complete, and perpetual 
political union between the Fnited States of America and the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

(2) That tlie form of loual government to be established in the 
Hawaiian Islands shall he substantially the form now existing in Ter- 
ritories of the United St^ates, with such modifications, restrictions, and 
changes therein as the exigencies of the existing circumstances may 
require and as may be hereafter agreed upon. 

(3) That all appointments to office in the Hawaiian Islands shall 
be made from among persons who have lived in said islands for a term 
of not less than five years. 

(4) That the payment of tlie Hawaiian national debt, including 
the amounts due by the Government to depositors in the Hawaiian 
Postal Savings Bank shall be assumed by the Government of the United 
States of America. 

(5) That the lands located at the said Hawaiian Islands heretofore 
known as government lands and crown lands andall other government 
property, and all the proceeds thereof and receipts therefrom shall 
continue to be the property of the local government of the said islands, 
under whatever form it may be established, and all the proceeds thereof 
devoted to the purjmses and uses of such local government. 

(6) That within a given period, say one year, or such other period as 
may be mutually agreed upon, the Government of the United States of 
America shall lay and thereafter maintain a telegraphic cable between 
the Pacific coast of the said United States of America and the Hawaiian 
Islands.. 

(7) That the United States Government shall, so soon as is reasona- 
bly practicable, open the entrance to Pearl Harbor and establish a 
coaling and naval station adjacent thereto. 

(8) That articles, the produce or manufacture of the Hawaiian Islands, 
shall in all respects be treated and considered as products of the United 
States. 

.. 3 
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(9) That the United States laws now or hereafter to be enforced in 
the United States of America shall not be taken to prohibit at any 
time the introduction into the Hawaiian Islands of laborers who may 
be iutrodttced exclusively for the purpose of agricultoral labor and 
domestic service, and who by appropriate legislation shall be confined 
to such employment and to the Hawaiian Islands. 

(10) That contracts for labor under the Hawaiian labor- contract laws 
now existing, or which shall be entered into prior to the promulgation 

. of notice of the filial ratification of such treaty, shall not be abrogated, 
but shall continue in force to the end of the several terms thereof. 
That with the exception of such labor contracts uo labor contracts 
shall hcreait«i- be penally enforcible. 

(11) Tliat all laws and the system of criminal and civil jurisprudence 
in force at the Hawaiian Islands at the date of the ratification of such 
treaty, which are not specifically abrogated or modified by the terms 
of such treaty, or which are not iiimnsisteut with the Constitution of 
the United States, shall remain in force until the same are regularly 
repealed by the appropriate authority. 

(12) That appropriate financial pro\ision be made foi' the support 
of the ex-Queen Liliuokalani and the ex- heir presumptive Kaiuloni as 
loDg as they sliall in good faith submit to the authority and abide by 
the laws of the government established by virtue of this treaty. 

We have, etc., 

L. A. Thurston, 
W. C. Wilder, 
J. Marsden, 
Wm. E. Oastle, 
Chakles L. Carter, 
Special Commissioners of the Provisional Government 

of the Hmcaiian Islmtds. 



The Commissioners of the Hawaiian .Provisional Government to Mr. 
Foster. 

Washington, 1). C, Felyrnanj 11, 1S93. {Kec'd Feb. 11.) 
■ Sir : The ex-Queen of Hawaii, Liliuokalani, having sent to the Pres- 
ident of the United States a protest against the action of the Hawaiian 
Provisional Government, we beg to make a brief reply to the state- 
ments contained in such protest." 

The protest sets forth as the two main grounds of complaint the fact 
that certain of her subjects liad revolted against her, aided by United 
States troops, and, secondly, thattbe Provisional Government had char- 
tered the only available steamer at Hoimlulu, upon which they had 
sent commissioners to Washington and had refused to allow a repre- 
sentative from the Queen to come forward by the same steamer. 

Before replying to these two statements we call attention to the fact 
that the protest entirely suppresses the fact that the Queen herself had 
been guilty of an illegal act; that she had herself initiated violence, 
and that the action taken by the subjects who had, as she says, revolted 
against her was in resistance to her own attempted subversion of the 
constitution and laws of tlieland. As the fact that she did make such 
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an attempt with threats against her legal advisers, and with a show 
and preparation, is not deuied by the Queen or anyone on her behalf, ■ 
we submit that the omission of any retereuce to such undoubted facts, 
so radically essential to a prosier understanding of the matter, properly 
tends to throw discredit upon the Queen's statements. 

In reply to the charge that United States troops assisted in the over- 
throw of the monarchy, we deny the 8tat«ment most emphatically. 

A brief recital of the facts, without nrgument on our piirt, is amply . 
sufficient to show tbe incorrectness of the cliarge made. 

Such facts are briefly these: 

First. At the time of the initiation of the trouble by the attempt of 
the Queen to submit the constitution and pronnilgate a new one, the 
Amerieaii minister and the American ship-of-war Biistim ■were lioth ab- 
sent from Honolulu and had been for ten days previously thereto. 

Second. The first exhibition of force was mside by the Queen on Sat- 
urday, the 14th of Jauuary, by the public parading of the entire mili- 
tary force, armed with repeating rifles and carrying a full supply of ball 
cartridges. The members of the police department were also armed. 
In addition thereto there were located at the palace and barracks and 
the police station an additional body of armed men to the nuoiber of 
.540 according to their own statement. This additional body of armed 
men was not authorized by law and was assembled contrary to a 
specific law of the Kingdom. 

Third. The first call to arms in opposition to the Queen was issued 
by the cabinet on the afternoon of January 14. 

Fourth. Although on Saturday, the 14tli, Sunday, the 15th, and 
Monday, the 16tli, the most intense feelings of hostility were publicly 
manifested between the adherents of the (Jueen on the one hand and 
tlie promoters of the movement for the establishment of a Provisional 
(ioverument on the other, with every indication of an armed conflict 
. w hleh might be precipitated at any moment, it was not until 5 o'clock 
on Monday afternoon, the 16th of January, after the request had been 
made to the American minister by many American citisiens, that the 
United States troops were landed. 

Fifth. Upon landing, a guard was posted at the American consulate 
and legation, and the remainder of the troops wore quartered that 
night in a public hall hired for that purpose. Up to the time the com- 
missioners left Honolulu at 9 o'clock on tlie morning of the 19th of ■ 
January, all of the American troops liad remained upon the premises 
where they were respectively located. No demonstration was made by 
the troops in any manner whatever. The uniform of the United States 
was not seen upon the streets, e.^cept uiK>n the persons of the indi- 
vidual officers passing between the points at which troops were located 
in the execution of their own business. 

Sixth, At the time the Provisional Governmenttook possession of the 
Government buildings, no American troops or oflicers were present or 
took part in such proceedings in any manner whatever. No public 
recognition was accorded the Provisional Government by the Amerioan 
minister until they were in possession of the Government buildings, 
the archives, and the treasury, supported by several hundred armed 
men, and after the abdication by the Queen and the surrender to the 
Provisional Government of her forces. 

It is submitted that the foregoing statement of facts amply meets 
the charge made by the Queen that American troops coerced her action 
in abdication. 

In reply to the second statement of the Queen, that the Provisional 
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GJoveniment took the only vessel available to go to San Francisco and 
, refused to allow her representative to come to San Francist^o thereon, 
we beg to state that the charge is entirely incorrect, 

As a matter of fact, the Inter Island fleet of steamers consists of 
twenty vessels, all of which, with two exceptions, were built abroad 
and navigated to the islands. Of suiih vessels at least ten are as fnlly 
capable of making the trip to San Fnincisco as was the vessel chartered 
and dispatched by the Provisional Government. 

As the Provisional Government had allowed a mail to be sent by the 
chartered steamer, they did not consider that there was any reason for 
financially assisting the Queen in forwarding to Washington an agent 
hostile to the Government and its objects. So far as is known to the 
cx)mmissioners, there is no reason why the Queen should not have 
chartered a steamer at Honolulu and forwarded an agent to San Fran- 
cisco thereon if she had desired so to do. Certainly there was nothing 
done by the Provisional Government to prevent her doing so. 
With assurances of the highest consideration, etc., 
L. A. Thurston, 
W. C, Wilder, 
Wm. X. Castle, 
J. Mabhden, 
Charles L, Carter, 
Commvtuioners of the Haicaiian Provisiomil Oovernment. 



Mr. Cnrtei' to Mr. Foxier. 

Washington, D. C, 
February 11, 1893. (Received February 11, 1893.) 
Sir: In response to your request for information on the subjects of 
the resources of the ex Queen and the Princess Kauilani. the public 
lands, and the islands and dependencies of the Hawaiians, the inclosed 
statements have been prepared troui such sources of information as 
were available to the commission, and are submitted for the use of your 
Department. 

With assurance of esteem, I aTii, etc., 

(Charles Ij. Carter. 



HEHOUKCKS (IV TilK QUEEN I 

The Queen. — The private recourses of the ex-Queen ars not definitely known, 
further tbau tHat ahe has some valnable lands, productive and unproduc- 
tive, and that ahe was the sole deviseu of her late husband, John O, 
Dominis, whose estate was appraised at *20,000 in the probate court; 

probably her private income is in the neighborhood, per annum, of $5, 000 

The public aappliea fot the Bovereign for the current liienuial period ending 
March, 1894, were ait follows; 

Her Mjuesty's privy purse - - 33,332 

Her Majesty's household eipenses - 10,000 

State entertainments 4,000 
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The Cioutn (ands.— The agent of the cornmisai oners of Crown lalida informed 
Mr. Carter a few weeks ago that the net revenue was between $55,000 

and $60,000; gross revenue, estimated $60,000 

No accounts are kept avatlahle to the public. 

The ax-Queen was born ou the 2d day of September, 1838, and is now in 

her fifty-fourth year. 

The Princess Kaivlani (bom October 16, 1875, and now in her eighteenth 
year).^ — The accounts of the guardian of this lady, filed annually in the pro- 
bate court, to the best recollection of the commiseioners, show an annnal 

income from private sources of 4,000 

The public supplies appropriated for the current biennial period were: 

Direct allowance 10,000 

Traveling expenses 4, 000 



? PUBLIC LANDS. 

Croviti lands.— These lands are those set apart for tlie maintenance of the royal 
state of Hawaiian sovereigns. They have been the subject of legislation ftom time 
to time. Three commissioners are empowered to lease thein for terms not to exceed 
thirty yeiirs. The net revenue is paid to the sovereign. 

These lands are situated on all of the main islands and comprise some of the 
finest tracts in the country. Total area, 876,000 acres. (Sec Report Miniater of the 
Interior, 1890, p. 293.) 

Guvernment lamiii. — These lands were set apart to assist in defraying the expense of 
maintaining organized government. They have been In the care of the minister of 
the interior, subject to sale or leaae at bis discretion, with checks providing for 
publicity, due notice of disposal, etc. Total area, 875,500 acrea, 

Softool lands, — These were Bet apart for industrial purposes, and were for the greater 
part jinpplanted by Government bondsj as set forth in note to statement of publio 
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And all outlying and adjoining reefs, atolls, islets, and nnnamed islands. 
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No. 17. 

Mr. Tract/ Hy Mr. Fosta: 

Navy Department, 
Washington, Febvtuiry 11, 1893. (Received February 11.) 
8lB: I have fcbe honor to tranauiit for your information a copy of a 
traiiBlation of a cipher diBX)atch received this date from the command- 
ing officer of the IJ. S. S. Boston, at Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Very respectfully, 

B. F. Tracy. 
Secretary of the Navy. 



Mr, ll'iltae to Mr, Tracfi. 

Honolulu, Febriiarg !, 1S9S. (San Kraiicieco, Cal., February 10.) 
Capt. Wiltse reports that no chimge has ooenrreil in tbe sitnatioii and that until 
the Covemment of Hiiwaii espresBes a desire to have the forces withdrawn, und the 
minieter approves siioh desire a. 'battaHon will be kept ashore for the proteotion of 
the lives and property of citizens of the United States in tbe island; he reports the 
proeresa of the Hawaiiau Government which is daily gainiuj; ground and has or- 
ganised forces ; he announces that tbe niinister pleuipoteutiary of the United States 
placed the Goveniment of Hawaii uniler tbe protection of tihe Uuited States, during 
negotiations not interfering witb tbe esecution of public affairs, on this day at 9 a. 
m. in accordance with the renuest of the Proyisional Goveminent of Hawaii, aiid 
says that lie has sent telejirams of the minister to the Secretary of State, ' 



Mr. Foster to Mr. Stevens. 

Depabtmbnt op State, 
Washington, February 11, 1893. 

Sir : Your cipher telegram, dated the Ist iustant, and transmitted 
through theNavy Department's good offices, was received here at 4:30 
p. m. on the ath instant. 

You therein make the following important statement: 
I^To-day, at 9 a. m,, in accordance witli the request of the Provisional Uovernmeut 
of Hawaii, I liave plaeeil government of Hawaii nnder tbe Unileil States protection 
during negotiations, not interfering with the executiou of public affairs. 

The precise character and scope of the act thus announced by you do 
not appear from this brief recital. The press, however, prints full de- 
tails of the occurrences of the Ist instant, as telegraphed ttom San 
Francisco oii the arrival of the mail steamer Australia- at that port on the 
morning of the 9th, and 1 therein find what purports, with appearance 
of general correctness, to be the text of a proclamation issued by you 
on the let instant, which reads as follows: 

By authority to the Hawaiian people : 

At the request of the Provisional (Jovernment of the Hawaiian Islands, I hereby, 
in the name of the United States of America, assume protection of tbe Hawaiian Is- 
lands for the protection of life and property, and oocupation of tbe public buildings 
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and Hawaiian soil, so far as may be uecessary for tbe pofpoae BpeciGed, but not in- 
torferinfj with the actministration of public affairs by the ProviBional Government. 
This aotioB is tiiteii pending and eabject to negotiations at WasluQgton. 

John L. Stbvbns, ' 
Envo^ Extraordinary and Minister Flettipoientiarg of the United States, 
Unitj-;i> States Legatioit, February 1, 1893. 

Approved imd executed by C. C. Wiltae, captain, U. S, Navy, commanding U. S. 
&.BoetoB. 

Thfl miiniier and degree of the exeuution of your proclamatioa by 
the naval force are not related with particalarity in a brief telegrapMc 
report just received from Capt. Wiltse, He merely says: 

To-day at 9 a. ni. in accordance with request of ProviHioual Government of Ha- 
waii, the United States minister plenipotentiary placed the Government of Hawaii 
under United States protection, during negotiations, not interfering with the eieou- 
tiou of public attUirs. 

It appears from the press reports that the ceremonial for the execu- 
tion of yonr orders consisted in the landing of a battalion from the 
Boston, its formation at the Government building in concert with three 
volunteer companies of the Provisional Government, the reading of 
your proclamation by Lieut. Rush, and the hoisting of the ijnited 
States flag over the Government building. The Hawaiian flag on other 
public buildings in Honolulu is stated not to have been disturbed. 

The phraseology of your proclamation in announcing your action in 
assumption of protection of the Hawaiian Islands in the name of the 
United States would appear to be tantamount to the assumption of a 
protectorate over those islands in behalf of the United States with all 
the rights and obligations which the term implies. To this extent it 
goes beyond the necessities of the situation and the instructions here- 
tofore given you. 

Your existing instructions, and those uiider which the commanders 
of naval vessels of the United States acted, were and are ample to pro- 
vide all legitimate material protection in case of need, either in your 
discretion or at the request of the duly constituted authorities of the 
Hawaiian Islands, for the lives and property of American citizens en- 
dangered or menaced, or for the i)revention of lawless and tumultuous 
acts of disturbance of the public peace and safety. The accordance of 
such measures of protection, or the unsolicited taking of the needful 
precautions to those ends is. however, not to be confounded with the 
establishment of a protectorate, which is in fact the positive erection of 
a paramount authority over or in place of the duly constituted local 
government, and the assumption, by the protector, of the especial re- 
sponsibilities attached to such formal protection. 

It is not thought probable tliat the Provisional Government of the 
Hawaiian Islands, in soliciting protection, contemplated more than the 
cooperation of the moral and material forces of the United States to 
strengthen its own anthority and power, as arecognized sovereign Gov- 
ernment, for the protection of life and property, as stated in your proc- 
lamation. Such a decree of protection you were, as I have said, 
already fully competent to accord, or to exercise in your discretion, in 
case of need. 

Tour proclamation expresses no reservation as to confirmation of your 
action by the Government of the United States. Its provisos Eire, that 
the assumed function of protection is to be exercised so far as may be 
necessary for the specifie<l purpose of protecting life and property, with- 
out interference with the administration of public aflfairs by the Pravis- 
ional Government, and that the action in question "is taken pending 
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and subject to negotiations at WashingtoD." These qualifieations are 
eatirely in tlie line of my views of tbe scope and intent of the request 
made to you ty the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 
The omission of reference to tlie necessary sanction of the Government 
of the United States is immaterial, for its function of revision and con- 
firmation or disavowal of the acts of its agents is inherent and exercis- 
able at its discretion.. 

9ofar, therefore, as your action amounts to according, at the request 
of the de facto sovereign Government of the Hawaiian Islands, the co- 
operation of the moral and mat«rial forces of the United States for the 
protection of life and property from apprehended disorders, your action 
is commended. But so far as it may appear to overstep that limit by 
setting the authority and power of the United States above that of the 
Government of the Hawaiian Islands, in the capacity of protector, or 
to impair in anyway the independent sovereignty of the Hawaiian 
Government by substituting the Hag and power of the United States 
as the symbol and manifestation of paramount authority, it is dis- 
avowed. 

Instnietions will be sent to the commanding otBcers of tlie United 
States naval forces in the Hawaiian Islands confirming and renewing 
the instructions heretofore given them under which they are authorized 
and directed to cooperate with you for the preservation of American 
life and property, and the maintenance of good order in case of need. 
Your own instructions in the same sense are continued. 

You are accordingly authorized, upon the receipt of these instruc- 
tions, to airangft with the commanding naval ofBcer for the continued 
presence on shore of such marine force as may be practicable and 
requisite tbr the security of the lives and pi'operty interests of citizens 
of the United States, and the repression of lawlessness and public dis- 
turbance threatening them, whenever in your judgment it shall be nec- 
essary so to do, or when such cooperative measures may be sought for 
good cause by the Government of the Hawaiian Islands; being, how- 
ever, always careful to maite due discrimination between those fimc- 
tions of voluntary or accorded protection and the assumption of a pro- 
tectorate over the HawtUian Islands by the United States. No step 
should be taken by you, or will be sanctioned by this Govei'nnjent, 
which might tend to derogate in anyway from the independence of the 
Government of the Hiiwaiian Isliinds, which the United States have 
recognized as sovereign and witli which they treat on terms of sover- 
eign equality. 

A telegratihic instriiction brictly (lutliuing the snbatiince of tins dis- 
patch, will be sent to you, by way of San Fraixrisco, by the mail 
steamer sailing from that port on the l.^tli instant. 
lam, sir, etc., 

John W. Foster. 



No. 19. 

Mr. Stenms to Mr. Fmter. 

No. 82.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, February 1, 1893. (Keceived February 14, 5 p. m.) 
Sir: Everything is moving on here qnietly. Tlie Provisional Gov- 
ernment is discharging its responsibilities witli firmness, discretion. 
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and in the spirit of conciliation and magnanimity. The annexation 
sentiment has constantly increased since the departure of the Commia^ 
sioners for Washington, and with healthfiil earnestness is taking 
possession of all classes. Nearly all the Germans, the larger propor- 
tion uf the respectable and responsible English, and almost the entire 
Portiigaese population are warmly for annexation. This inclination of 
the Portuguese is quite important, tor they number seven or eight thou- 
sand, and are among the most industrious and saving. 

As to terms of annexation I still adhere iirraly to the ojjinion ex- 
pressed in my dispatch 74, that the sugar bounty to be paid to the 
Hawaiian sugar planters should be limited to li mills per pound, $12 
per ton, so long and only so long as the United States bounty system 
shall be maintained. To the objection that this allows only |12 per 
ton on Hawaiian sugar, while the Hawaiian planters get twice the 
amount per acre that the Louisiana planters do, on the average, and 
as I said in my dispatch 74, the consensus of opinion among the lead- 
ing planters here, obtained by me five or six months since, was and is 
that $12 per ton bounty will place all the Hawaiian plantations worth 
maintaining on the roiid of financial safety and success. 

As to the form of government for the islands I now oidy vary from 
views expressed in my 74 as to incline strongly to the opinion that 
the beginning should be substantially like that of Piesident Jefferson 
and Congress in respect of Louisiana, in the act of 1804 (page 283, 
United State's Statutes at Large), only differing from tliat by provid- 
ing in addition to governor, attorney-general, a commissioner ot Anance, 
and commissioner of the interior, and a legislative couucil of thirteen 
or fourteen, all to be appointed by the President, unless it should be 
deemed best for the governor to appoint attorney-general and the com- 
missioners of finance and of the interior, who wonld be practically a 
cabinet of three to aid the governor to carry on the government. This 
plan and method of government could be maintained as a transition 
government until experience should prove it best to change to a more 
popular foim. 

In the meantime tlie responsible voters would rapidly increase, and 
American ideas and interests would gain in force and volnme. My 
private consultation with the Provisional Government since the depar- 
ture of the commissioners tor Washington has led us to think highly of 
the Jefterson act of 18l>4 for Louisiana as a transition expedient for 
Hawaii. This would cause no shock, and would allow affairs to move 
along on safe and conservative lines until time and experience demand 
something better. It would be fortunate to have such a man as San- 
ford B. Dole, the present head of the Provisional Government, the first 
American governor of Hawaii, 

As to liquidation of all political claims of the fallen Queen and the 
Clown princess, may I be allowed to suggest that the spirit and import 
of the March treaty plan ()f 1854 had better be ivdopted, which an- 
thoiized the expenditure of $Hi(),000 for like purposes. I therefore 
suggest, that if a lifjuidation of this kind be now under consideration 
and $liJO,<)(K) should be allowed as the total sum for this Imrpose, 
»7ii,(H)0 should go to the fallen (Jueen, Liliuokalani, and 8iO,UliO to the 
crown princess, Kaiulani, and $>'>,IHKl to each of the two young princes. 
The last ramedj the two princes, are harmless young ^lersons, of little 
account, not chiefs by blood, but they were made piiuces by tlie late 
King Kalakaua, without any constitutional right or power to do so, the 
tlien boys being- nephews of his wife, Kapiolani. Should tlie entire sum 
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granted for tliese purposes be greater or less than $160,000 I advise 
that the above speirified proportions be inaintaiued. 

Aa tfl the uative Hawaiiaiis and their native leaders at this time, 
things are tending fsivorably toward annexation. Mr. Kaahane, for 
many years a member of the legislature, and legarded, for many years, 
the best uative in the island^ m public life, a noble in the recent session 
of that body, is earnest for annexation. So is Mr. Kauhi, a member of 
the legislature, from this island. Hon. John W. Kalua, the ablest 
native lawyer in the islands, years a member of former legislatures, from 
the important island of Maui, t)iinks the fall of the Queen and tlie 
extinction of the monarchy a boon to Hawaii, and he is for annexation. 
Eobert W. Wilcox, the half-white native, who led the Hawaiian revolt 
in 1889, which came so near being successful, is now for annexation. 
He was educated in Italy, at a military school, is 37 years of age, his 
father being a citizen of Rhode Island, and, it is said, is still living in 
that State. This Wilcox has more lighting ability than any other 
native Hawaiian, and will be proud to become an American citizen, and 
at a future time to serve in the Army or civil service of the United 
States. 

The ablest of the native Hawaiian Ohriatian ministers are strong in 
tlieir American sympathies. The pastor of the large native Hawaiian 
church in this city, a native Hawaiian, is for annexation earnestly. 
The other large Hawaiian congregation and cliurch in Honolulu has a 
favorite pastor, born here of American parentage, whose quiet influ- 
ence is in the same direction. The native newspaper of much the 
largest circulation in the islands advocates annexation, stands by the 
Provisional Government, and is losing none of its circulation. The 
main part of the opponents of annexation are the lower class of natives, 
led by unscrupulous foreigners, of little property, mostly from Califor- 
nia, Australia, and Canada, who wish to maintain the Hawiian mon- 
archy and its i«rniptions for their own unworthy purposes, and who 
think their opiHU'tunities for power and spoliation will be gone if i*n- 
nexation becomes a fact. 

The Hawaiian pear is now fully ripe, and this is the golden hour for 
the United States to pluct it. If annexation does not t-iike place 
promptly, or is licld in doubt and susiiense for six or ten months, there 
certainly will be here a revulsion to despair, and these people, by their 
necessities, miglit be forced toward becoming a British colony, for the 
English here of the monarchical type would then avail themselves of 
their opportunity and stir up all possible opposition to annexation. 
The wealthiest Englishman of these islands has to-day called at this 
legation, and no man in Hawaii is more earnest for annexation. His 
two sons, large business men, are with him in this regard, and thenexfc 
wealthy old British resident, a Scotcliman by birtli, is with the first 
man named for annexation. I can not otherwise than urge prompt 
action at Washington. 
I am, sir, etc., 

John L. Htbvens. 
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Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster. 

No. 84,J United States Lkgation, 

Honolulu, February J, 1893. (Keceived February 14, 5 p. m.) 

SiK: To-day tlie uiideisigiied and Capt. Wiltse of the Bostoa are 
compelled to assume a grave resiMJusibility. The inclosed copies of 
official notes will explain the i-easoKS which have led to this action on 
our part. 

I have time liefore the departure of the mail steamer only to state 
briefly the additional reasons which caused us to stssume temporary 
I>roteetorate of these islands. The Pwivisional Government must have 
time to organize a new police and to discipline a small military force. 
When the monarchy died by its own liand. there was no military tbrce 
iu the islands but the royal guai-d of abcmt 75 natives, not in effective 
force equal to 20 Ameiican soldiers. These were promptly discharged 
by the Provisional Government, except l(i left as the guard of the 
fallen Queen at her Louse. 

The white men here, a« well as the natives, have not been much accus- 
tomed to the use of arms. There are scarcely any men familiar with 
military discipline. Companies are now being organized and drilled. 
Tliey must have a tew weeks tor drill. Only a small foree of a few hun- 
dred will be required, but these must be disciplined men. So far the 
Provisional Government has been sustained by the uprising and union 
of the business men and best citizens. Bankers, merchants, clerks, pro- 
fessional men, respectable meclianics have stood manfully by the new 
Government and kept giiai'd by night. This kind of defense must give 
plaee to a small, reliable military forte. Time is the necessity of the 
new Government. There are 40,000 Chinese and Japanese on the 
islands, and evil-disposed i>ersons might stir some of them to disorder. 
But the chief elements of evil are in Honolulu, where are the rene- 
gade whites at the head of the lottery and opium rings, and a consider- 
able number of hoodlum foreigners and the more vicious of the natives. 

Another important reason for our action is the possibility of the 
arrival here of a British war vessel, and that the English minister here, 
thus aided, might try to press unduly the Provisional Government. 
With the islands under our protection we think the English minister 
will not attempt to insist that his Government has the right to inter- 
fere while our flag is over the Government building. This is all I have 
time to write before the departure of the mail. We shall continue to 
maintain our present position with great caution and firmness until we 
hear from the Presideut through the Secretary of Scate. As a neces- 
sary precaution against all contingencies, I advise that Admiral Sker- 
rett be promptly sent here with one or two ships in addition to the 
Sostoti, 

I am, sir, etc., 

John L. Stevens. 

(One or two of the preceding numbers of tbe diapafxshes by this mail 
were written prior to this date, but they were dated February 1 be- 
cause this is the day ot the steamer's departure.) 
8. Ex. 76 4 
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Mr, Steceiis to Gapl. WiiUe. 

United States Legatio;?, 

Hniioliila, Febraarg I, JS93. 

Sir: The ProvisioDiil Government of the Hawaiian Islands having duly and otH- 
ciallf expreeeeil, to the iindersigneil, the fear tliat said GUiverument may be unable 
to protect life and property and to prevent civil <liBordcr iu Honoluln, the capital of 
eaid Hawaiian Islamls, request thni the Hug of the United States may be raised for 
the protection of the Hawaiinn Inlands, i>ail to that end confer ou the United States, 
through the nudersigned, free<lom of occupation of the pnblic buildings of tbe Ha- 
waiian Qoveniitifent and the noil of the Hawaiian Islands, so far as may beuecessary 
for the exerdeeof such protection, but not interfering with the ndminietration of the 
public affairs by said jiroviabnat government. 

I hereby aab yon to comply with the terms and spirit of the request of the Hawai- 
ian FrovisLonal Uovernment, andtothntend to use all the force at your command, in 
the exercise of your best jndjtment :ind discretion, you and myself anaiting instruc- 
tions from the Uniteil States (Jovernment at Washington. 

John L. Stevens, 
Envoy Kxtraordi«aig aad Mhiialer I'leHipoleiiliary of the Cnited Ntatee. 
Capt. G. C. W11.T8E, 

Commanihr of the V. S. Skip Boston. 



The Hawaiian Provisional Government to Mr, Sicreiis, 

Sir: Believing that we are unable to satisfactorily protect life and property, and 
to prevent civil disorders In Houolula and throughout the Hawaiian IslandB, we 
hereby, in obeilienoe to the instructions of the advisory council, pray tliat you will 
raise the fag uf t^e United States for the protection of the Hawaiian Islands for tbe 
time being, and to that end we hereby confer npon the Government of the United 
States, through yon. freedom of occupation of the pnblic buildings of this Govern- 
ment, and of the soil of this country, so far as may be necessary for the exercise of 
such protection, but not interfering with the administration of public affairs by 
this GovemmeDt. 

We have, etc., 

Sanford B. Dole, 
Freeident of the Frorisional Government of tht Hawaiian Islands, 

and Miniater of Foreign Affairs. 
J. A KiSG, 

Minister of Jiiferior. 
P. C. Jones, 

Minister of Mnanee. 
William O. Smith, 

A tiorney- G enera I. 

ind Sliuislcr Fleaipoteiiiiary of Ike United Slates. 



Constitution of the Hawaiian Islands, signed by His Majesty Kalakaua, 
July 6, and promulgated July 7, 1887. 

COTTSTITDTIOH. 

Whereas the constitution of this Kingdom heretofore in force eon- 
tains many provisions subversive of civil rights and incompatible with 
enlightened constitutional government; 
And -whereas it has become imperative, in order to restore order'and 
■ tranquility and the confidence neces.sary to a farther maintenance 
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of the present govern meDt, tliat a new coustitution should be at once 
promulgated ; 

Now, tlierefore, I, Kalakaua, King of the Hawaiian Islands, in my 
capacity as Sovereign of tbis Kingdom, and as the representative of the 
people hereunto by them duly authorized and empowered, do annul 
and abrogate the L-onstitntiou promulgated by Kainehanieha the Fifth, 
on the 2Dth day of August, A. D. 1864, and do proclaim and promul- 
gate this constitution. 

Article ] . God hath endowed all men with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty, anfl the right of acquiring, possessing, 
and prot-ecting proj)erty, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and hap- 
piness. 

Article 3. All men are free to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences ; but this sacreil privilege hereby secured 
shall not be so construed as to justify acts of licentiousness, or practices 
inconsistent with the peace or satfety of the Kingdom. 

Article 3. All men may freely speak, write, and publish their sen- 
timents on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that light, 
and no law shall be enacted to restrain the liberty of si>eeeh or of the 
press. 

Article 4. All men shall have the right, in an orderly and peace- 
able manner, to assemble, witliout arms, to cousult u\k>ji the commoa 
good, »u<l to petition the King or legislature for redress of grievances. 

Article 5. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus belongs to all 
men, and shall not be suspended unless by the King when, in cases of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety shall require its suspension. 

Article G. No pei'son shall be subject t« punishment for any of- 
fense escei>t on due and legal conviction thereof in a court having ju- 
risdiction of the case. 

Article 7. No person shall be held to answer for any crime or of- 
fense (except in cases of impeachment or for offenses within the juris- 
diction of a police or district justice, or in summai7 pro(;eedings for 
contempt) unless ui>on indictment, fully and plainly describing such 
crime or offense, and shall have the right to meet the witnesses who 
are produced against him face to face; to protluce witnesses and proofs 
in his own favor; and by himself or his counsel, at his election, to ex- 
amine the witnesses produced by, himself, and cross-examine those 
produced against him, and. to be fully heard in his owu defence. In 
all cases iu which the right of trial by jury has been heretofore used 
it shall be held inviolable forever, except iu actions of debt or as- 
sumpsit in which the amount claimed is less ^han fifty dollars. 

Article 8. No person shall be required to answer again for an 
offense of which lie has been duly convicted or of which he has been 
duly acquitted. 

Article 9. No person shall be (compelled in any criminal case to be 
a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law. 

Article 10. No person shall sit as a judge or juror in any case in 
which his relative, by affinity, or by consanguinity within the third de- 
gree, is interested, either as plaintiff or defendant, or in the issue of 
wliieh the said judge or juror may have, either directly or through sueh 
relative, any pecuniary interest. 

Article 11. Involuntary servitude, except for crime, is forever pro- 
hibited in this Kingdom. Whenever a slave shall enter Hawaiian ter- 
ritory he shall be free. 

Article 12. Every person has the right to be secure from all un- 
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reasonable searches and seizures of his persou, liis house, his papers, 
and effects ; and no warrants shall issue except on probable cause, 
supported by oath or affirmation, and describing the place to be searched, 
ai»d the persons or things to bi; seized. 

Article 13. The Government is conducted for the conimou good, 
and not for the profit, honor, or private interest of any one man, family, 
or class of men. 

Article 14. Each member of society has a right to be protected in 
the enjoyment of his life, liberty, and property, according to law; and, 
therefore, he shall be obliged to con^ibiite his proportional share to 
the expense of this protection, and to give his personal services, or an 
equivalent when necessary. Private property may be taken for public 
use, but only upon due process of law and just compensation. ■ 

Article 15. JJo subsidy, duty, or tax, of any descrijitiou, shall be 
established or levied witliout the consent of the legislatiue; nor i-ball 
any money be drawn from the ]>ablic treasury without Huch consent, 
except when, between the sessions of the legislature, the emergencies 
of war, invasion, rebellion, pestilence, or other public disaster shall 
arise, and then not witliout the eoncmi-ence of all the cabinet, and of a 
majority of the whole privy council; and the miiuster of finance shall 
render a detailed !u:count of such expenditure to the legislature. 

Aeticle 10. 2To retrospective laws shall ever be enacted. 

Aeticle it. The militai-y shall always be subject to the laws of the 
land; and no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house 
without the c(»usent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner 
to be prescribed by tlie legislature. 

Article 18. Kvery elector shall be privileged from arrest on elec 
tiou days, during his attendance at election, and in going to and re- 
turning therefrom, except in case of treason, felony, or breach of the 
])ea<-e. 

Article 1». No elector shall be so obliged to i)erform military duty 
on the day of electiou, as to prevent his voting, except in time of war 
or public danger. 

Article 20. The supreme power of the Kingdom, in its exercise, is 
divided into the executive, legislative, and judicial ; these shall 
always be preserved distinet, aud no executive or judicial officer, or 
any contractor, or employeeof the Government, or any persou in the re- 
ceipt of salary or emolument from the Government, shall be eligible to 
election to the legislature of the Hawaiiau Kingdom, or to hold the 
I>o8ition of an elective member of the same. And no member of the 
legislature shall, duriug the time for which he is elected, be appointed 
to any civil office under the Government, except that of a member of 
the cabinet. 

Article 21. The Government of this Kingdom is that of a constitu- 
tional monarchy, under His Majesty Kalakaua, his heirs and successors. 

Article 22. The c^rown is hereby permanently confirmed to His M^. 
esty Kalakaua, and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, and to 
their lawful descendants iu a direct line; failing whom, the crewn shall 
descend to Her Boyal Highness the Fi-incess Lilinokalani, and the 
heirs of her body lawfully begotten, and their lawful descendants in a 
direct line. The succession shall be to the senior male child, and to 
the heirs of his body; failing a male child, the succession shall he to 
the senior female child, and to the heirs of lier body. In case there is 
no heir as above provided, the successor shall be the person whom the 
sovereign shall appoint, with the consent of the nobles, aud publicly 
proclaim duriug the sovereign's life; but should there be no such ap- 
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poiotmeat and proclamation, and the tliroiie should become viuiant, 
then the cabinet, immediately after the occurring of such vacancy, shall 
cause a meeting of the legislature, who shall elect by ballot some native 
Alii of the Kingdom us suceessor to the throne; and the successor stf 
elected shall become a neiv stirpa for a i-oyal family; and the succes- 
sion from the sovereign thus elected shall be regulated by the same 
law as the present iiiyal family of Hawaii. 

Article 23, It shall not be lawful for any mewber of the royal 
family of Hawaii who may by law succeed to the throne, to contract 
marriage without the consent of the reigning sovereign. Every mar- 
riage so conti acted shall be void, an<I the person so contracting a mar- 
riage, may, by the proclamation of the reigning sovereign, be declared 
to hHve forfeited his or her right to the throne; and after such procla- 
mation, the right of succession shall vest in the next heir as tbougta ■ 
such olfender were dead. 

Article 24. His Jlnjesty Kalakaua will, and his successor shiill, 
take the following oath : I solemnly swe;u-, in thepresence of Almighty 
Grod, to maintain the constitution of the Kingdom whole and inviolate, 
and to goveni in conformity therewith. 

Article 25. No person shall ever ait upon the throne who has 
been convicted of any infamons crin)e, or who iw insane or an iijiot. 

AaTiCLKlifi. TheKingisthecomniandei'-in-chiefofthearniyandnavy, 
and of all other military forces of the Kingdori:, by sea and land; but 
he shall never proclaim war withont the consent of the legislatnre; 
and no military or naval force shall be organized except by the author- 
ity of the legislature. 

Article 27. The King, by and with the advice of his privy council, 
and with the <»}nsent of the cabinet, has the power to grant reprieves 
and pardons, after conviction, for all offenses, except in case of im- 
peachment. 

Article 28. The King convenes the legislature at the seat of Oovern- 
ment, or at a dittterent place, if that should become insecure from an 
enemy or any dangerous disorder, and prologues the same; and in any 
great emergency be may, with the advice of tlie piivy council, convene 
the legislature in extraowlinary session. 

Article 29. The King has the power to. make treaties. Treaties 
involving changes in the tarift', or in any law of the Kingdom, shall be 
referretl for approval to the legislature. The King api>oints public 
ministers, who shall be commissioned, accreditml, and instructed 
agreesibly to the usage and law of nations. 

Article 30. It is the King's prerogative to receive ami acknowledge 
public ministers ; to inform the legislature by royal message, from time 
to time, of the state of the Kingdom; and to recommend to its consid- 
eration such measures as lie shall judge necessary and expedient. 

Article 31. The person of the King is inviolable and sacred. 
His miuistei'S are responsible. To the Kiugand the cabhiet belongs the 
executive power. All laws that have passed the legislature shall re- 
quire his majesty's signature in order to their validity, except as pro- 
vided in Article 48. 

AR'IICLE 32. Whenever, upon the decease of the reigning sovereign, 
the heir shall be less than eighteen years of age, the royal power shall 
be exercised by a regent or council of regency, as hereinafter provided. 

Article 33. It shall belawftilfor t.heKing,atany timewlieu he may 
be about to absent hifliaeif from the Kingdom, to appoint a regent or 
council of regency, who shall tidminister the Government in his name; 
and likewise the King may, by his last will and testament, appoint a 
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regent or e<nmcil of regency to adniiuister the Go^'ernmeint during the 
miDority of any heir to the throne; and should a sovereign decease, 
leaving a minor heir, and having made no last will and testament', the 
' cabinet at the time of such decease shall be a council of regency, until 
the legislature, which shall be called immediately, be assembled; and 
the legislature, immediately that it is assembled, shall proceed to choose 
by ballot a regent or council of regency, who shall administer the 
Government in the name of the Knig, and exercise all the powers 
which are constitutioiially vested in the King, until sncUheir shall 
have attained the age of eighteen years, whiefi age is declared to be 
the legal majority of such sovereign. 

Article ;f4. The Kijig is sovereign of all tlic chiefs and of all the. 
people. 

Article 3o, All titles of honor, orders, and other distincihius ema- 
nate I'roni the King. 

Article 3(i. The King coins money and regulates the currency by 
law. 

Article 37. The king, in case of invasion or rebellion, can place 
the whole kingdom, ov any part of it, under martial law. 

Article 38. The national ensign shall not be changed except by act 
of the legislature. 

Article 39. The King can not be sued or held to ncconnt in any 
court or tribunal of the Kingdom. 

Article 40. There shall continue to be a council of state for advis- 
ing the Kiug in all matters for the good of the state wherein he may 
require its advice, which cx>imcil shall be called the King's privy coun- 
cil of state, and the members thereof shall be apiwinted by the King, 
to hold office during his majesty's pleasure, and which council shall 
Lave and exercise OTily such powers as are given to it by the constitu- 
tion. 

ARTif'LB il. TJie cabinet shall consist of the minister of foreign af- 
fairs, the minister of the interior, the minister of flnance, and the at- 
torney general, and they shall be his m^esty's spei:ial advisers in the 
executive affairs of the Kingdom; and they shall be exofflcio members 
of his majesty's privy council of state. Tliey shall be appointed and 
commissioned by the King, and shall be removed by him <mly upon a 
vote of want of confidence passed by a majority of all the elective mem- 
bers of the legislature or upon conviction of felony, and shall be sub- 
ject to impeacliment. So act of the King shall have any effect unless 
it be countersigned by a member of the cabinet, who by that signature 
makes himself i-espousiblc. 

Article 42, Each member of the cabinet shall keep an ofHce at the 
seat of Government, and shall be accountable for the conduct of his 
deputies and clerks. The cabinet holds seats ex-offcio in the legislatuie 
with the right to v<)te, except on « (juestion of confidence iu them. 

Article 43. The minister of finance shall present to the legislature 
in the name of the Government, on the fii>t day of each biennial ses- 
sion, the financial budget, in the Hawaiian and English languages. 

Article 4A. The legislative power of the Kingdom is vested iu the 
King and the legislature, which shall consist of the nobles and repre- 
sentatives sitting together. 

Article 45. The legislative body shall be styled tlie legislature of 
Hawaiian Kiugdom and shall assemble biennially in the month of May. 
The first regular session shall'be held in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight. 

Article iG. Every member of the legislature shall take the follow- 
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ingoatli: I solemn Ij' swear, in the preseuce of Aluiijjlity God, tliat I 
will faitlifiiUy supi>ort the constitution of the Hawaiian Kingdimi and 
conscientiously and iuipartially discharge niy dtitieti as a member of the 
legislature. 

Article 47. The legislature has full power and authority to amend 
the constitution as hereinafter provided; and from time to time to make 
all manner of wliolesoine laws not repuguant to the constitution. 

Article 48. Every bill which shall have i>as8ed the legislature 
shall, before it becomes a law, be preseutedto the King. If he approve, 
he shall sign it. and it shall thereby become a law ; but if not he shall 
return it, vnth his objections, to the legislatuie, wliich shall enter the 
objections at larjie on their journal and proceed to jeconsider it. If 
after such reconsideration it shall be approved by a two thirds vote of 
all the elective members of the legislature it shall become a law. In 
all such cases the rotes shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voting for tiud against the bill shall be entered 
on the journ^j of the legislataie. If any bill shall not be returned 
by the King within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have 
been presented to him, tlie same shall b? & law in like manner as if he 
had signed it. unless the legish)ture by flieir adjournment prevent its 
return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

Abticle 411. The legislatui-e shall be the judge of the qualiiicatious 
of its own members, except as may hereafter be provided by law, and a 
majority shall constitute a quomm to do business; bat a smaller num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent 
members, in such manner and uioler such penalties as tJie legislature 
may provide. 

Akticlb 5(1. Tbe legislature shall choose its own officers and deter- 
mine the rules of its own proceedings. 

Article 51, The legislature shall have authority to punish by im- 
prisonment, not ex(;eediug thirty days, every person not a member who 
shall be guilty of disrespect to the legislature by any disorderly or con- 
temptuous behavior in its presence; or who, during the time of its sit- 
ting, shall publish any false report of its proceedings, or insulting com- 
ments upon the same; or who shall threaten harm to the body or estate 
of any of its members for anything said or done in the legislature; or 
who shall assault any of them therefor, or who shall assault or ari-est 
any witness, or other i^rsou ordered to atteud the legislature, on Ids ' 
waygoing or returning; or who shall rescue any perSon arrested by 
order of the legislature. 

Article ~>'2. The legislature may punish its own members for dis- 
orderly behavior. 

Article 53. Tbe legislature shall keep ajournal of its proceedings; 
and the yeas and uays of the members, on any question, shall, at the 
desire of one-tif%h of those present, be entered on the journal. 

Article 54, Tlie members of the legislature stiall, in all eases, ex- 
cept treason, tielony, or breach of the peace, be privileged from arrest 
during their attendance at the sessions of the legislature and in going 
to and returning from the same; provided such privilege as to going 
and returning shall not cover a period of over twenty days; and they 
shall not be held to answer for any speech or debate made in the legis- 
lature, in any court or place whatsoever. 

Article 55, The representatives shall receive for their services a 
compensation to be determined by law, and paid out of the public treas- ■ - 
ury, but no increase of compensation fthall' take effect during the bien- ■ 
nial term in which it shall have been made; and no law shall be passed 
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iDCreasiog the compensation of represeutatives beyond the sum of two- 
hundred and fifty dollars each for each biennial term. 

Article 56. A noble shall be a subject of the Kingdom, who shall 
have attained the age of twenty-five years and resided in the Kingdom 
three years, and shall be the owner of taxable property in this Kingdom 
of the value of three thousand dollars over and above all encumbrances, 
or in receipt of an income of not less than six hundred dollars per annum. 

Article 57, The nobles shall be a court with lull and sole authority 
to hear and determine all impeachments made by the representatives, 
as the grand inquest to the Kingdom, against any officers of the King- 
dom, for misconduct or maladministration in their ofSces ; but previous 
to the trial of every irapeachmentthe nobles shall respeclifully be sworn 
truly and impartially to try and determine the charge in question ac- 
cording to evidence and law. Their judgment, however, shall not ex- 
tend further than to removal from office and disqualification to hold or 
enjoy any place of honor, tnist, or profit under this Government; but 
the party so cronncted shall be, nevertheless, liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment acjcordiug to the hiws of the land. 

Article 58. Twenty-four nobles shall be elected as follows: Six 
from the i.sland of Hawaii; six ftom the islands of Mani, Molokai, and 
Lanai; nine from the island of Oahn; and three from the islands of 
Kauai and Niihau. At the first election lield nuder this constitution 
the nobles shall be elected to serve until the general election to the 
legislature for the year of our Lord 1890, at which election, and there- 
after, the nobles shall be elected at the same time and places as the 
representatives. At the election for the year of our Lord 1890, one- 
third of the nobles from each of the divisions aforesaid shall be elected 
for two years, and one-third for four years, and one-third for six years, 
and the electors shall ballot for them for such terms, respectively; and 
at all subsequent general elections they shall be elected ,for six years. 
The nobles shall serve without pay. 

Article 59, Every male resident of the Hawaiian Islauds, of 
Hawaiian, American, or European birth or descent, who shall have at- 
tained the age of twenty years, and shall have paid his taxes, and shall 
have caused his name to be entered on the list of voters for nobles for 
hia district, shall be an elector of nobles, and shall be entitled to vote 
at any election of nobles: Provided — 

First. That he shall have resided in the country not less than three 
years, and in the district in which he offers to vote not less than three 
months immediately preceding the election at which he offers to vote.- 

Second. That he shall own and be i>ossessed, in his own right, of tax- 
able property in this country of the value of not less than three thousand 
dollars over and above all encumbriinoes. or shall have actually received 
an income of not less than six hundred dollars during the year next 
preceding his registration for such election. 

Third. That he shall be able to read and compTchend an ordinaiy 
newspaper printed in either the Hawaiian, English, or some European 
language. 

Fourth, That he slijill have taken an oath to suppoi-t the constitution 
and laws, such oath to be administered by any person authorized to 
administer oaths, or by any inspector of elections: 

Provided, however, That the requirements of a three years' residence 
and of ability t^i read and comprehend an ordinary newspaper, printed 
'either in the Hawaiian, English, or some European language, shall not- 
apply to persons residing in the Kingdom at the time of the promulga- 



i&e 



db, Google 



ANNEXATION TREATY WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 57 

tion of this coTiatitution, if thfty shall register and vote at the first elec- 
tion which shall be held imder this constitHtion. 

Article 60. There shall he twenty-four repreaeutatives of the people 
elected biennially, except those first elected under this constitution, who 
shall serve until the general election for the year of our Lord 1890. 
The representation shall be based upon the principles of equality and 
shall be regulated and apportioned by the legislature according to the 
population, to be awcertamed from time to time by the official census. 
But until such apportionment by the legislature, the apportionment 
now established by law shall remain in force, ^vith tlie following ex- 
ceptions, namely, there shall be but two representatives for the dis- 
tricts of Hilo and Puna on the island ot Hawaii, but oue for the dis- 
tricti^ of Lahaina and Ktianapali on tlie island of Maui, and but one for 
the districts of Koolauloa and IVaiahia on the island of Oahu. 

Article 61, No person shall be eligible as a representative of the 
people unless he be ainale subject of the Kingdom who shall have ar- 
rived at the ftill age of twenty-one years; who shall know how to read 
and write either the Hawaiian, English, or some European language; 
who shall understand accounts; who shall have been domiciled in the 
Kingdom for at least three years, the last of which shall be the year 
immediately prei^eding his election; and who shall own real estate 
witliin the Kingdom of a clear value over and above all encumbrances ■ 
of at least five hundred dollars; or who shall have an annual income 
of at least two hundred and fifty dollars, derived from any property or 
some lawful employment. 

Article 62. Every male resident of the Kingdom of Hawaiian, 
American, or European biith or descent, who shall liave taken an oath 
to support the constitution and laws in the manner provided for elect- 
ors of nobles; who shall have paid his taxes; who shall have attained 
the age of twenty years, and shall have been domiciled in the Kingdom 
fw oue year immediately preceding the election, and shall know bow to 
read and write either the Hawaiian, English, or some Emo])eaH lan- 
guage (if born since the year 1840), and shall have caused his name to 
be entered on the list of voters of his district as may be provided by 
law, shall be entitled to one vote for the representative or representa- 
tives of that district, provided, however, that the requirements of being 
domiciled in the Kingdom for one year immediately preceding the elec- 
tion, and of knowing how to read and write, either the Hawaiian, 
English, or soni.e European language, shall not apply to persons residing 
iu this Kingdom at the time of the promulgation of this constitution, 
if they shall register and vote at the first election wliich shall be held 
under this constitution. 

Article 63. Xo person shall sit as a noble or representative in the 
legislature unless elected under, and in conformity with, the provisions 
of this constitution. The property or income qualification of represent- 
atives, of nobles, and of electors of nobler, may be increased by law; 
and a property or income qualification of electors of representatives 
may be created and altered by law. 

Article 64. The judicial power of the Kingdom shall be vested in 
one supreme court and in such inferior courts as the legislature may, 
from time to time, establish. 

Article 65. The supreme court shall consist of a chief justice, 
and not less than two associate justices, any of whom may hold the 
court. The justices of the supreme court shall hold their offices dar- 
ing good behavior, subject to removal upon impeachment, and shall, at 
stated times, receive for their services a compensation which shall not 
be diminished during their continuance in office: Provided, koweverf 
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That any judge of the supreme court or uuy other pourt of record 
may be removed from office, on a resolution passed hy two-thirds of 
(CI the members of the legislature, for good cause shown to the satis- 
faction of the King. The judge ag:iiiist whom the legislature may be 
about to proceed shall receive notice thereof, accompanied by a copy 
of the causes alleged for his removal, at least ten days before the day 
on which the legislature shall act thereon. He shall be heard before 
the legislature. 

Akticlb 6G. Tbe judicial power shall be divided among the supreme 
court and the several inferior courts of the Kingdom in such maniieir 
OB the legislature may from time to time prescribe, and the tenure of 
office in the inferior courts of the Kingdom shall be such as may be de- 
fined by the law creating them. 

Akticlb U7. The judicial power shall extend to all cases in law and 
equity arising under the coustitutioTi and laws of this Kingdom and 
treaties made, or which shall be made under their autlioiity, to all cases 
effecting public ministers and consuls, and to all cases of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction. 

Article 68. The chief justice of the su[>reme court shall be the 
chancellor of the Kingdom; he shall be ex offi,do president of the 
nobles in all cases of impeachment, unless when imi)eached hintself, 
■ and shall exercise sucli jurisdiction in equity or other cases as the law 
ma^ confer u].Kin him, his decisions being subject, howevei', to the re- 
vision of the supreme court on appeal. Should the chief justice ever 
be imx)eached, some person si)ecially conmiissioned by the King shall 
be president of the court of impejichment during such trial. 

Article 69. The decisions of tlie supreme court, when made by a 
mE^jority of the justices thereof, shaU be final and conclusive upon all 



Article 70. The King, his cabinet, and tbe legislature shall have 
authority to require the- opinions of the justices of the supreme court, 
upon important questions of law aiid upon solemn occasions. 

Article 71. The King appoints the justices of the supreme court 
and all other judges of courts of record. Their salaries are fixed by 
law. 

Article 72. No judge or magistrate shall sit silone on an a]>i>eal or 
new trial in any case on which he may have given a previous judg- 
ment. 

Article 73. The following persons shall not be permitted to reg- 
ister for voting, to vote, or to hold office under any department of the 
Government, or to sit in the legislature, namely: Any iierson who is 
insane or an idiot, or any person who shall have been convicted of any 
of the following- named offenses, viz: Ai-son, barratry, bribery, bur- 
glary, counterfeiting, embezzlement, felonious branding of cattle, ' 
forgery, gross cLeat, incest, kidnaping, larceny, malicions burning, 
manslaughter in the first degree, murder, peijury, rape, robbery, 
sodomy, treason, subornation of perjuiy, and malfeasance in ofdce, 
unless he shall have been pardoned by the King and restored to his 
civil rights, and by the express terms of his pardon declared to be 
eligible to offices of trust, honor, and profit. 

Article 74. No officer of this Government shall hold an office or 
receive any salary li-om any other Government or power whatever. 

Article 75. The legislature votes the appropriations biennially, 
after due consideration of the revenue and expenditure for the two 
preceding years and the estimates of the revenue and expenditure of 
the two succeeding years, which shall be submitted to them by the 
minister of finance. / ^ i _ 

Hosted by LiOOglC 



ANNEXATION TREATY "WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 59 

Article 76. The enacting style in mating and passing alt acta and 
laws shall be. "Be it enacted by the King and the legislature of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom," 

Aeticlb 77. To avoid improper influences which may result from 
intermixing iii one and the same act such things as have no proper 
relation to eaiih other, every law shall embraxse but one object, and that 
shall be expressed in its title. 

Article 78. Wherever by this constitution any act is to be done 
or performed by the King or the Sovereign, it shall, unless otherwise 
expressed, mean that such act shall be done and ijertbrmed by the 
Sovereign by and with the advice and cfliisent of the cabinet. 

Article 79. All laws now in force in this Kingdom shall continue 
and remain in full effect until altered or rei)ealed by the legislature, 
such parts only excepted as are repugnant to this constitution. All 
laws heretofore enacte<l, or that may hereafter be enacted, which are 
contrary to this constitution, shall be null and void. 

Article 80. The cabinet shall have power to make and publish all 
necessary rules and regulations for the holding of any election or elec- 
tions under tiis constitution prior to the passage by the legislature 
of appropriate laws for such purpose, and to provide for adminis- 
tering to officials, subjects, and residents the oath to supjtort this con- 
stitution. The lirst electiou hereunder shall be. held within ninety days 
after the promulgation of this constitution, aiid the legislature then 
elected may be convened at Honolulu upon the call of the cabinet 
council, in extjaordinary session, at such time as the cabinet council 
may deem necessary, thirty days' notice thereof being previously given. 

Article 81. This constitution shall be in fori'c from the 7th (lay of 
July, A. B, 1887, but that there may be no failure of justice or incon- 
veuience to the Kingdom from any change, all officers of this Kingdom 
at the time tliis constitution shall talre eiFect shall have, hold, and ex- 
ercise all the i>ower to them granted. Such offlt-ers sliall take an oath 
to supi>ort this constitution within sixty days after the promulgation 
thereof. 

Article 82, Any amendment or ameiulments to this constitutiou 
may be proposed in the legislature, and if the same shall be agieed to 
by a majority of the members tliei'eof, such proposed amendment or 
amendments shall be entereil on its iournal. with the yeas and nays 
taken thereon, and referred to the next legislature; which preposed 
amendment or amendments shall be published for three months pre- 
vious to the next election of representatives and nobles; and if in the 
next legislature such proposed amendment or amendments shall be 
agreed to by two-thirds of all the members of the legislature, such 
amendment or amendments shall become part of the constitution of 
this Kingdom. 

Kalakaua Eex, 

By the King: 

W. L, Green, 

Minister of Finance. 
Honolulu, Oahu, ss: 

I, Kalakaua, King of the Hawaiian Islands, in the presence of Al- 
n»iglity God, do solemnly swear to maintain this constitution whole and 
inviolate, and to govern in conformity therewith. 

Kalakaua Bex. 



Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and Chancellor of the Kingdom, !■■■ 
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(?Jo. 22.) 
Statistical tabulated statements pertaining to the Hawaiian Islands. 



Cenmis of Hamaii, 





Males. 


1878. 
Females 


TotBl, 


MRlea, Ff.oi.lea. Total. 


Males. Fe 
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Total. 

'iS 
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born for. 
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5.Bia' ^ i7,b;ib 
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PfWotans'. 










AUothera. .. 






; i ! 






136 


Total.. 


34.103 


23,882 


5T,»85'.'il,S2S j B9.0M 180.578 


S8.714 i 31.276 1 89,990 
, aceoiding to the H 


13,583 


The eatim 


aW.p 


opulati 


n of Hawaii, on July 1, 189 


waiiaa 



rai and personal pyoperly. 



Beal. 


Personal. 
ie.SV2^I82 


Total. 


15.T34!sfi* 
15,«UlC214 
16,730,086 

le; 343; 958 


;i8;2u8; 



The value of real and perBonitl property in the Kingdom for 1891 is estimated at 
ftbont $39,000,000, 

The eaumated valne ot Government property of all kiode, including eaah in 
treaaiiry, is $6,189,303. (Consul- General Severance, Con. Eepta. No. 142, p. 413.) 

Note by Commissionkrs.^To this amount should he added the value of the 
■Tronn lands, which, at a mod orate eat i mate, are worth *2,500,000. 
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Hawaiian sahool aUendancf. 



Claitifieation of icliooh. 



a, SM 8, TTO 



Clnasiflcation, 


37 
B,57i 


ia«2. 


OoveToment Dative acbools : 














Coiennntnt Eu^isb subuoU : 
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nutfldon July 1, Hawaiian Anaual. 
XatioHalily of iiapile. 





NatiDDBlity, 


1880. 


tm. 


18«. 


18!^, 


TT .!■ 
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[From tlie BieiiniKl Report of fhe Mininter of Finaoco to tbe Legislative Assenbly of 1892.| 

OntheSlst of Marth, 1890, the bonded deLt was - $1, i»34, 000. TO 

Of this there was paid during the period 7, 800.00, 

1, 926, 200. OO 
Borrowed under anthoritv uf acts : 

August 5, 1888 $50, 000 

October 24, 1890 05, 000 

Postal Shvidch Bank account 29, 100 

October 15, 1886 213 700 

387,800.00 

Bonded debt Match 31, 1892 2, 314, 000. OO 

Amount due depositors iu Postal Savings Bank March 
31, 1892, for which coupon 6 per cent bonds are on de- . 

posit in the TreaBury by the Postmaster-General 903, 161, 13 

Total bonded debt March 31, 1892 3, 217, 161. IS 

Delaikd italemeat of bonded debl ilarrk SI, 1892. 

Act iif August 5, 18S2: 

Stock A, 6 per cent $37,000.00 

StockE,6 per cent 14,500.00 

Stock O, 6 per cent 3,300.00 

Stock U, 6 per cent 25,OTO.0O 

79,8TO.0O 

[MftY be redeemed in 5 years, must be redeemed in 

25 years.] 
Act of October 15, 1886 : 

Lonu in London i»80,000.00 

Stock A, 6 per cent 373, 000. 00 

Stock E, 6 per cent 142,000.00 

Stock U, 6 per cent 505, 000. TO , 

2,000, OTO. TO 

[May he redeemed in 10 years, must be redeemed in 

25 years.! 
Act of October 15, 1888: 

Stock U, 6 per cent.- 50, 000. TO 

Act of October 15, 1890: 

Stock A, 6 per cent 95, OTO, TO 

[May be redeemed in 5 years ; must be redeemed in 
10 years.] 
Postal Savings Bank account; 

Stock A, 5 per cent $18,000.00 

Stock E, 5 per cent 0, 000. 00 

Stock 0,5 per cent 2, 100. TO 

39,lTO.0O 

[May be redeemedinSyearsi must be redeemed in 
20 years.] 
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Act of September 27, 1876: 

Stock A, 7 i.ct cent $1,000.00 

Stock E, 7 per cent r^l. 00 

■■■ - *l , .■>00. (10 

[ Pa Viible at time specified on face, to be not later tliiin 
20 years.] 
Actuf June 22, 1868: 

Stock U, 9 per cent - 10, 000. 00 

Stock K, 9 per cent 2, 000. 00 

Stock O, 9 per cent --- .'lOO.OO 

12, 500. 00 

[Stock U fulls itueiluriiiff cnrreiit biennial p«ri(iil; no 
datesaetol>iiljLuce,bntthetiniiiiintisin(-on9iderabl<',] 
Boaril of eiiiication; 

St.)Ck A. 12 per cent l.^i, 000. 00 

Stoi-k E, 12 per cent - 500. 00 

Stock I, 12 per wiit +00. 00 

Stock 0, 12 per cent 200. 00 

Stock U, 12 per cent -.- 30,000,00 

46,100.00 

2, 314, 000. 00 
Due Postal Saving.s Bank depoai tors - 903, 161. 13 

3,217,161.13 

[Bt/ard of edHciiiioH : Certain lands were originally set apart by tbe Hawaiiiui 
Government for tlic^ -nse of the board of education. Tliesw lands were afterward 
sold, and the amount rtaliKed ($40,000) was, by act of tbe Wialatiire, paid into the 
pnblic treasnry and tlieae bonds issued to tlie board of ndnoation. They may be 
canceled at any timo.l 

[Poetnl natliu/i ftawfc; About 5200,000 to if300,000 have been withdrawn since the 
date of the minister'a report, abont one-half of which has been paid from the gen- 
eral fund in the treasury, and tlie balance obtained by loans secured by treaanry 
Qotea of tho Hawaiian Government, authorized by an act of Anjtnst 30y 1892, pay- 
able in fl-om three to eigliteen months, at 6 per cent.] 

[The foregoing bonds are all payable in Uniteil States gold or its equivalent.] 

NOTB TO Hawaiian Dbbt Statement— The matter bracketed [ ] was supplied 
by the Hawaiian ci ■—!- 



e, March 23. 1892. Coueular reports. No. 142, p. 4! 



The total value of plantations, as taken from the Planter's Monthly, is estimated 
at $32,347,690, owne<f as follows: By Americans, $2+,73S,610, or 74.17 per cent; hy 
Britieh, $6,038,130, or 18,11 per cent; by Germans, $2,008,600, or 6,02 per cent; by 
Hawaiiaus, $266,250, or 0,80 per cent; other nationalities, $299,100, or 0.90 per cent. 

The average monthly wages of employes in January, 1890, were aa follows: Con- 
tract laborers, $17.74; skii led laborers, $63.13. 

■ The estimated area of land now under cane cultivation, including three new 
plantations of 3,700 acres, is 67,849 atres, ftom which the sugar exports reached 2 
tons per acre, or 292,083,580 pounds. 

Owing to the present low prices of sugar, the value of the crops will decrease 
from tho year 1890, while the quantity of sugar exceeds that produced in 1890 by 
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Hawaiian internal taxes for biennial periods, 1883-1891. 
[Compiled, for the liawaitan AddusI, from finftncB and board of education rt 
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School. 


Total, 


(90.041 
1U9.054 
118, 25B 

iai,s;z 

133. 3Ha 
1M,18T 
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812 16 

1,(133.983 
1.111,52 
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.Hau-aiian r 


G. 
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WS-ISSO 


1890-1S92. 



m&i- 



InteniBlCu 
Fines, fees, 



andreeelptBarbi; 
Cioi'eniineDt sbHJki 

Postal aaviij,^;;!; 

Total 



122,946 
1W;2«5 



$1, 204, 8» l«l, 082, iOe »1, 3ft5. 744 

220,842 1 188,642! 108.857 

T8e,422 ! BO], 803 903,498 

149,483 I 808,310 ' 438,823 

S13,T42 i 33,623' 268.000 

i 387,800 

1,811,800 I 34, RW 274,781 
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65,600 
16,523 

J5S 
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123 664 
039 ) 


100. DOO 
19,512 

I9,:lS8 
92,874 


148,600 

24,942 
115,802 


14>a 
120;09T 


128,1*25 
S;B67 

154! 560 


78,900 

22,767 
175.079 






4,685 


Jndidary depsrlment 


177,251 


84 "49 
109 808 


1.824,795 
319 002 

200 730 
15174 


'■si 

379 8-2 
131 003 


257,990 
1,528,200 
727,264 

270, 819 

165,913 
247,907 


150,445 
779,111 
563,458 

£(9,237 

197,010 
316, 6M 

15! 104 


181400 


DeputmoDt of attomev 

Bra^^of pnllioinslruc- 

Board <]f liealtl 
Miecellaueoua 


'695! 293 
391,592 

622! 262 
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1405 607 


"282 598 


3-10 4M 


3 003 700 


4 712,285 


2,671,430 


1,166,891 
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cellation Df bonds, (025,1100. 
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Heceipls, expfndiluree, andpublic debt of Hawai 
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EX POSTS B 

i( showing the principal ei^oris from the Eairaiian Island 
QUANTITIES. 
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18S4. 



ArtlOlBB 




ISBJ, 


'u'i'i 
'1si 

318.271 
3,763 


1SB4 




'"'ii 


16B8. 


fc:::v.::;:: 
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■:P:S::: 

bnnclieB.. 
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Is 

528: 913 


a: 

2< 
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009 
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218, 223, 615 

113, 137 

7,338.710 


^EE. 
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.;:S 




10,782 
474,121 




Sa..::::::::::: 
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99.046 


56,040 


«.8e2 
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1887. 
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9.96».Mfl 
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1691. 




:SS:: 
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13.684:209 
400 
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18:223 


10,578,009 
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■-■ 
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»8, 369, 061 
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16.885,437 


t7, 924, 727 
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10.522 
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96.851 
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4:214 
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9,135,204 


ll.«J1.465 


IB, 610, 071 


13,026.304 


10,244,325 
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!■ COUNTRIES, 



,».-„. 


isai. 


m,- 


,.». 


1837. 


1888. 
tloiR24 

119, en 
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1889. 
M, 302, 99; 

iiei isi 

2O0;B2t 
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».2«4,a»2 

1,204,022 

147,288 

142 4S4 

313, 6o; 


.891. 
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Qnwt BritalD 


1:1 
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4.8;iT,514 3.880,544 


4, 87J, 738.4.943,841 


4,540,857 


5,43a.7Bl 
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^"kI^aii!'"'' 
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13, 840, 523 
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8,164,823 


9.ow,3isio,5es,eaa a 


529,547 


11,707.599 


13,874.341 


18, 142, 829 10, 258,788 



Year. 


Imports, 


Erpucts.t 


Imp«r(« and 

eipona. 


CuBtoms 


8«2 


5^624:240 
4,854,787 

iSS 

tag 

7^4391483 


III 

9, 435; 204 
11,681,460 
13, 810, 071 
IS, 023, 801 
10; 244! 325 


«11, 4.18. 416 
13,548,967 

15^443^625 
it 032; 038 
16,172.352 
19,^3,862 

J?; 833; 808 


^06.391 


8e«;:::;::' 


502^387 
580 444 
5»;003 
546,143 
















"^•"^^ 


52,713,486 


100.657,146 


153,370,832 


5,83«,»60 



.H given in the HawiuiBn eustoma remrng. The Hanaiiau Annual 1 
a the United Statee. S5,294, 278.57; from Great Britain, 11,201.329.13. 
puWidationa. Tbe cominlsatou tousidec, in tliis particular, that tlie I 
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CLEARANCES, 
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52d Congress, ) SENATE. ( Ex. Dor. 

M Session. ] \ ^o- '^'^■ 



IN THE SEl^ATE OF THE UXITKI) STATES. 



MESSAGE 



PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



Correspondence respecting reUiOons between the United States and the 
Haicaiian Itlands from September, 1S30, to January, 3893. 



the ComniitteP cm Foreign Relations, aod 



To the Semite; -.« 

I traiiBmit lierewitla a letter fi'om the Se<:retary of State of the 15th , ,: 

instant, coverinn a, reiioi-t with a«comi)aiiying t'orresi>(>iuleiice respect- ■: 

iug relations between the United States and the Hawaiian Idaiids from t^^ 

September, 1820, to Jaimiuy, 1893. , <f; 

BeiNJ. Harrison, - ^ 

Executive Mansion, "■/■ 

Washington, Fehruary IG, 1893. " ^--E, 

."I 
h 



The President : 

In fiirtlier relation to the subject, and as being of interest in cou- 
jnnctiou with the papers submitting tlie treaty concluded and 
signed at Washington on the 14th of February, instant, and sent to 
the Senate with a message on the 15th instant, the undersigned, Secre- 
tary of State, has the lionor to submit the accompanying report by 
Andrew H. Alien, chief of the Bureau of Rolls and Library of this De- 
partment, upon the relations between the United States and the Ha- 
waiian Islands from 1820 to 1893, supplemented by an appendix and 
copies of considerable correspondence involved in the narrative. 

This report shows that from an early day the policy of the United 
States has been consistently and constantly declared against any .for- 
eign aggression in the Kingdom of Hawaii inimical to the necessarily 
paramount rights and interests of the American people there, and the 
nuiform contemplation of their annexation as a contingent necessity. 
But beyond that it is shown that annexation has been on more than 
one occasion avowed as a policy and attempted as a fact. Such a solu- 
tion was admitted as early as 1850 by so far-sighted a statesman as 
Lord Palmerston when he recommended to a visiting Hawaiian com- 
mission the contingency of. a protectorate under the United States or 
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a HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

of becoming an integral part of tliis nation in fulflllinent of a destiny 
due to close neighborhood and coiiiinerciol depeiuleuce uiioii the Pa- 
cific States. 

Early in 1851 a contingent deed of cession of the kingdom was drawn 
and signed by tlie king and placed sealed in the hands of the commis- 
sioner of the United States, who was to open it and act upon its pro- 
visions at the first hostile shot hred by France in subversion of Hawai- 
ian independence. 

In 1854 Mr. Marcy advocated annexation and a draft of a treaty was 
actually agreed upon with the Hawaiian ministry, but its completion 
was delayed by the succesMful exercise of foreign iuflnence upon the heir 
to the throne, and Anally defeated by the death of the king, Kanieha- 
meha III. 

In 1867, Mr. Seward, having become advised of a strong annexation 
sentiment in the islands, instructed our minister at Honolulu tavorably 
to receive any native overtures for annexation. And on the 12th of 
September, ISiST, he wrote to Mr. McCook, "that if the policy of annex- 
ation should conflict with the policy of recipi-oeity, annexation is in every 
case to be preferred." 

President Johnson in his annual message of December 9, 1868, re- 
garded reciprocity with Hawaii as desirable, "until the people of the 
islands shall of themselves, at no distant day, vohmtarily apply for ad- 
mission into the Union." 

In 1871, on the 5th of April, President Grant in a special message 
significantly solicited some expression of the views of tlie Senate re- 
specting the advisability of aimexation. 

In an instruction of March 25, 1873, Mr. Fish considered the n 
of annexing the islands in accordance with the wise foresight of t 
" who see a future that must extend the jurisdiction and the limits of 
this nation, and that will require a resting spot in midocean between 
the Pacific Coast and the vast domains of Asia, which are now oirening 
to commerce and Christian civilization." And he directed our minister 
" not to discourage the feeling which may -exist in favor of annexation 
to the United States," but to seek and even invite information touch- 
ing the terms and conditions upon which that object might be effected. 

Since the conclusion of the reciprocity treay of 1875, it has been the 
obvious policy of the succeeding administrations to assert and defend 
against other powers the exclusive commercial rights of the United 
States and to fortify the maintenance of the existing Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment through the direct support of the United States, so long as 
that Government shall prove able to protect our paramount rights and 
interests. 

On December 1, 1881, Mr. Blaine, in an instruction to the American 
minister at Honolulu, wrote: 

It [this Government] firmly believes that the poaition of the Hawaiian lalauda, as 
the key to the dominion of tlie American Pacific, demands thoir benevolent neu- 
trality, to which end it will eiirnestly cooperate with the native goveninient. And 
if, through any onuse, the maintenance of SHch a position of benevolent uentrulity 
eliould be foand by Hawaii to be impracticable, tliin Government would, then iiuhee- 
itattngly meet the altered situatiou by seeking na avowedly American solution for 
the grave iaeuea presented. 

Keapectfully submitted, 

John W, Foster. 
Dbpaetmbnt op State, 

Februarp 15, 1893. 
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Department of State, 
Bureau of Eolls and Library, 

Waslmiffton, February 9, 1893. 
SiE: In obedience to your direction of the 30tli of January ultimo, 
I have the honor to submit the accompanying report on relations witli 
the Hawaiian Islands. 
Respectfully, 

Andrew H. Allen. 

The Secretary of State. 
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UPON THE OFFICIAL RELATIONS OF THE I'MTKII STATES WITH IWl 
HAWAIIAN ISLANDS FlillM THi-: FIliST APP0I\TMI';NT OF A CONSULAR 0FFICI-:R 
THERE BT THIS GOVERNMENT. 



On September 19, 1820, Mr. John C. Jones was apivointed to reside 
at the Sandwieh Islands in tlie capacity of "Agent of tlie United 
States for commer** and seamen." To those f miction a there were added 
to the duties of the agent a general supervision of American interests 
in the islands concerning the status of which he advised the Depart- 
ment from time to time. Other official information touching these 
interests, and events then current there, was occasionally atttorded by 
officers of the N'avy, on visiting vessels, whose instructions permitted 
their friendly intervention in such affalrii! of the country as they might 
with propriety regard as of imiwrtance to this Government. 

In consequence of instructions in May, 1825, to Commodore Hiill, TJ. 
S. Navy, in command flf the Pacific squadron, then at dallao, Thomas 
ap Catesby Jones, commanding the U. S. S. Peacocl; was sent the fol- 
lowing year to Honolulu on a visit of friendly inspection, to relieve the 
native aiitbovities of the aiiuoyance occasioned by deserters from Ameri- 
can vessels in the islands, and to endeavor to adjust certain claims due 
American citizens there resident. The objects of this visit were suc- 
cessfiilly accomplished, and Capt. Jones negotiated a treaty of friend- 
ship, commerce, and navigation with the Ifing, which was signed De- 
cember 23, 1826. This was the first treaty formally negotiate by the 
Hawaiians with any foreign power, and although it was Jiever ratified 
by this Government, certain of its stipulations appear to have embodied 
friendly views and purposes of the United States which were considered 
morally binding by both parties. (A copy of the treaty will be found 
in Appendix — . 

In 1829, Capt. Finch, commanding the U. S. S. Vincennes, visited the 
islands as the bearer of presents and a letter, dated .January 20 of that 
year, from the Secretary of the Navy, on behalf of the President. In 
that letter Mr. Southard said : 

The President niuiiously hopes that peHce and kiuilness aad justice will prevail 
'between yoar people and those citizens of the United states who visit your islands, 
and that the regnlatiunH of yonr government will be such as to enforce them npon 



Our citizens who violate your In 
the SRme time their duty to their o 
and punishment. 

From time to time thereafter naval vessels of the United States vis- 
ited Hawaii and intervened in a friendly way in their affairs. Among 
them the United States iWgate Polomac, with Commodore Downs, 
touched at Honolulu soon after the deportation, in December, 1831, of 
the Eoman Catholic priests who had been introduced into the country 
in 1827 by the French, and tliat oificer interceded successttilly in be- 
balf of some of their converts, who were undergoing persecution at 
the hands of the native Government. These persecutions were not 



Hoslcd b) 



yGooglc 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 5 

fioally arrested uutil 1839, in Jaly of which year the French frigate 
L'Ariimise, Laplace, commander, visited there. Laplace ptopotmded 
several demands for the ailo})tion of measures for the protection of the 
Catholics and offered a tieaty of commerce, etc., threatening in the 
event of noncompliance with the demands aiid nonsiguatuie of the 
treaty by the Hawaiian authontiea to proceed forthwith to hoatilities. 
The American consnl was notified by Laplace at tlie same time that the 
American Pi-otestant clergy would be treated as a i)ait of the native 
population when hostilities should begin, he regarding them as the in- 
stigators of the alleged insults to I^ance. The treaty, however,- was 
signed by the premier, in the King's name, and violence was averted. 

Under the provisions of article vi of this ti-eaty intoxicating liquors 
were introduced, (Appendix.) 

At about the same time the British consul, Mr. Oharlton, who had 
long been at odds with the native Government, left to pi-esent, en route 
to London, certain personal claims and complaints to tiie British naval 
force on the South IJa«ific station.- Already his representations had 
secured the violent intervention of Ijord Edward liussell, commanding 
H. B. M. 8. Acte<m, and that oilicer bad " negotiated a treaty " under 
the guns of his ship, which was signed November 16, 183C, (Appen- 
dix.) 

Ciiarlton did not return, but the result of his errand was the visit In 
February, 1843, of Lord George Paulet, commanding H. B. M. S. Carys- 
fort, who seized the islands in the Queen's name and forced from the 
King, Kamehameha III, a deed of cession, which was pathetically pro- 
claimed by the unfortunate monarch on the 25tli of that month. The 
Government was immediately put in commission by a proclamation of 
Lord George, he and (in the King's absence) the King's deputy, Mr. 
Judd, with others, being of the commission. On the 11th of May Mr. 
Judil resigned, after a pixitest against some of the acts of the commis- 
sion, and tlius withdrew the King from all further participation in their 
course. The remaining members of the commission continued to ad- 
minister the Government and to perform various sovereign functions. 
Among others, they raised a native regiment, which they <^led " The 
Queen's Own," but which they armed and equipped at the expense of 
the Hawaiian treasury, and the officers of which they, of course, re- 
quired to make oath of allegiance to the British Queen. 

Commodore Kearney, U. S Navy, on board the TJ. S. Frigate Con- 
■iteUation, aiTiveil on the 11th of July, and promptly protested against 
the icing's deed of cession, and also against the acts of the commission 
wherein the rights of American citizens had suffered in any degree. 
TheKing returned to Honolulu on the 25th of July, and on the 26th 
Kear-Admiral Thomas, B. N.. entere<l the harbor on board H. B. M, S. 
Dublin, from Valparaiso. After friendly conferences betw^n the King 
and the admiral, an agreement was signed, the Hawaiian flag was 
restored on July 31, 18^, and Lord George Paulet's act of seizure disa- 
vowed. (Appendix.) 

In this relation Mr. Fox, in a note of June 25, 1843, to Mr. ITpshur, 
used the following language: 

I am directed by tlie Earl of Aberdeen to state to yon, fur the information of the 
Governiiient of the United States, that the oi^cnjiation of the Sauilwich Islands was 
an Hot entirely unauthorized by Her Ma^jeNty's Government; a-nd that with the least 
ptacttcalile dolay due inquiry will be iimde into the proceedings which led to it. 
(Appendix. ) 

[In an iugeniona (but not iii|;euiiouB) plea of defense an;a;nst the claim of the 
King for compenaation and reimbursement, the Earl of Aberdeen satisfied himself 
th»t no sucli claim could be entertained by Great Britain. He regarded the seizure 
by Lord George Paulet as not "forcible". — History Hawaiiau lalaude, Jarve».] 
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The indirect causes of this outrage were complicated, but of assisted 
and persisteiit growth. From the early days of forei^ interests and 
immigration in Hawaii the American element had predominated. The 
contention of the two principal European nations sending ships into 
the North Pacific — England and France — for supremacy in the islands 
was hampered by this fact. The remedy adopted by the French was 
the introduction of a rival religion. It was the belief of the British 
consul that American influence might thus be broken, and the field left 
clear for a settlement of the question of ultimate sovereignty between 
the two powers, whose policy in that part of the world was one of con- 
quest or colonization. The native sentiment turned toward that people 
by whom their independence had been first virtually acknowledged. 
The treaty negotiated by Capt. Jones had been the first actual recog- 
nition of their autonomy. For while that treaty had not been formally 
ratified, it had been observed as morally binding. The United States 
had manifested towards the Hawaiians a spirit of goodwill, and had 
maintained an attitude of neighborly respect in all official relations. 
The visits of their naval vessels had been generally helpful and encour- 
aging; the purposes of their immigrants bad been generally civilizing 
and progressive. By the policy of the French and English the Ameri- 
cans were thnist into a position of defense alongsi<^ of the native 
population, and threatened with a share of the punishment to be visited 
upon the government for the fancied insults and wrongs suffered by 
the people of those two nations. 

But a short time before the event just recited, William Bichards, a 
clergymen, and Timoteo Haalilio, of the King's suite, the first embassy 
from Hawaii, had left for the United States, thence to proceed to Eng- 
'land and France, upon the errand of securing recognition of the iude- 
pendence of their government. Mr. Richards had been formerly sent 
to this country in 1836 by the King to secure, il' possible, the service of 
some American eminent in public life as advisers to the chiefs ; but his 
mission had been unsuccessttil. 

The embassy having arrived at Washington addressed a communica- 
tion to Mr. Webster on the 14th of December, 1842, setting forth the 
situation of affairs in the Hawaiian Islands, reciting the progress of 
the people in the paths of civilisation; their aspirations, and the neces- 
sity that demanded the formulation by theKing of some definite foreign 
policy, and the assumption by his government of diplomatic relations 
with other powers. 

Mr. Webster answered them on the 19th, declaring in the name of 
the President recognition of the independence of the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment and the sense of the United States that no interference with the 
King by foreign powers should be countenanced. He pointed out the 
interest of the American people in the islands and the reasons "for such 
interest, and added that in so obvious a case the President did not re- 
gard a formal treaty or the establisbinent of formal diplomatic rela- 
tions as then necessary. He concluded witii the aissiirance that not 
improbably the correspondence would be made the subject of a commu- 
nication to Congress, and be thus ofSciaUy made known to the Gov- 
ernments of the principal commei-cial nations of Europe. The Presi- 
dent communicated the correspondence to Congress on the 30th of 
December, with a special message declarative of his pohcy. (Ap- 
pendix.) 

This recognition of Hawaiian independence was, as we shall see^ 
afterwards confirmed by Mr. Calhoun. 

Proceeding to England the Hawaiian ambassadors were finally suc- 
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cessfiil iu London in seenring, on the 28tli of November, 1843, a coiiveu- 
tion between France and Great Britain, engaging them " reiiiprooally 
to tionsider the Sandwich Islands as an independent «tate, and never to 
take possession, either directly or iiDder title of protectorate, or under 
any other form, of any part of the territory of ivhich they are com- 
posed." (Appendix.) 

This convention did not, liowever, guarantee tlie autonomy of the 
islands as against any third power, nor did it contain any expression 
of opinion on that point similar in spirit to Mr. Webster's declaratiou 
of the preceding December. Its ioteutiou seems to have been simply 
reciprocally to bind those two powers to do one thing — that is, "to con- 
sider the Sandwich Islands as an independent state " — aud tjo refrain 
from doing another thing — ^that is, " never to take possession," under 
any pretext, " of any part of the territory of winch they are composed." 

In consequence of the recommendation contained in the message oi 
President Tyler, of December 30, 1842, Congress made an appropria- 
tion for the compensation of a diplomatic officer from this Government 
to the Sandwich Islands, and on Mareh 3, 1843, Mr. George Brown, at 
Massachusetts, was appointed commissioner. Mr. Brown arrived at 
Honolulu in October tbllowiug, and, on the 30th of that month, pre- 
sented his credentials, with an address to the King, in which he asked 
in behalf of the citizens of the United States fiivorable and impartial 
treatment, at the same time assuring the monarch that tliis Govern- 
ment had no wish to secure for itself or its citizens any exclusive priv- 
ileges. The King, answering, said upon this point: 

YoLi Qiny assure your Goveninietit that I shall always connider the citixenFi of tli^ 
United 8ta.te8 as entitled to e<|itut privileges with tbone of tlie most favored nation- 
( Appendix . ) 

Unfortunately, soon after Mr. Brown's arrival — by the latter part of 
tlie following August — a cause of serious diflerence arose between him 
and the King's Government in the case of John Wiley, an Ameiican 
citizen, who had been arrested charged with the commission of a crime 
or misdemeanor, and to whom trial by .jury had been denied by the 
Iwjal governor. 

The treaty with J'^rance, above alluded to as secured by Capt. La- 
place at the mouth of his guns, contained a stipulation (Article vi) 
that — 

No Frenchman accused of anv crime whatever shall be judged otherwise than by 
a jury composed of foreign residentB, proposed by the consul of Frani.'e and accepted 
by the Government of the SandwicL Islands, 

On the 12th of February, 1844, a convention with Great Britain had been 
entered into by the King's Government whieh contained (Artiele iii) the 
sameprovisiou in identical phrase, ff(M(a(M»Bw(a«d{s. This treaty had been 
secured very much after the fashion obsei"ved by Laplace. Within leas 
than one year before its signature the islands hEwl been seized by Great 
Britain aud bad been adequately advised of the power of England. 
The King's embassy was still absent, and the newly arrived British 
consul-general had communicated the feet that he was without discre- 
tion to alter terms. The treaty was itself, in still other respects, objec- 
tionable to the American commissioner by reason of apparent discrim- 
ination in favor of England and against tlie United States, and it had . 
already been the subject of an earnest protest on his part. And now, 
there being no treaty with the United States, the King's promise made 
in his speech to that commissioner, as lie understood it, had been ig- 
nored by advice of the attorney -general — an American citizen — a law- 
yer of New York, of the name of John Bicord, who had been invited t* 
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accept the office and had gone to Hawaii and there become uaturalized 
for the purjMJse. The dispute over the treaty and the "Wiley case to- 

f'ther created a situation of affairs that resulted in a request fi-oui the 
ing for tlie recall of Mr, Browii (whose conduct was, however, ap- 
proved by this Govemtnient) and the apiwintmeut of Mr. Ten Eyck. 
{Appendix.) 

But in the meantiiie, on the Otli of July, 18i4, the King's conmiis- 
siouers, having returned to this country from Europe, received a com- 
rauuication from Mr. Calhoun confirming the "full recognition on the 
part of the United States of the independence of the Hawaiian Govern 
nient." They left for Honolulu in >ovember. 

On March &i, l6iCi, two general conventions were entered into — one 
by I'rance, the other by Great Britain — identical in terms and equally 
to be substituted for all pi'ee.\isting agreements made by those Govern- 
ments with the King. These conventions modified the jury clauses 
and Article vi of the laplace treaty, governing the.importation of intox- 
icating liqiioi-s. Junes were to be composed of native or foreign resi- 
dents proxiosed bj- the consul (English or French) and accepted by the 
Hawaiian Government, and duties were allowed within the prohibitory 
limit upon ardent spirits. These conveutious do not, however, seem to 
have recognized the complete indei>endence of the King. (Apjjendix.) 

-On the I'.Hh of the following October a treaty with Denmark was 
concluded at Honolulu, containing the favored-nation clause; and this 
compact appears to be the first of its kind conveying unrestricted and 
ample acknowledgment of Hawaiian independence. (Appendix.) 

Mr. Ten Eyck*s instrnctious had included a cbai'ge to negotiate a 
treaty upon the basis of that existing between the Government of the 
• islands and Great Britain at the time of his ai>i>ointnient. The uuac- 
ceptability of the jury clause in that instrument and the desire of the 
Hawaiian King to secure its modification rendered it u](wise to insist 
upon a similar article in any new convention. The authority of Mr. 
Ten Eyck had not been limited to the negotiation of an identical agree- 
ment, and he seems therefore to have persisted unwisely in urging the 
inchision of the objectionable provision. This error was iwinted out to 
him by Mr. Buchanan in an instruction of June 18, 3847, but seem- 
ingly without result. Much corresiwudence occuiied between the 
King's minister and the American commissioner, and several pixtjects 
of treaties were ineftectually subnutted by the latter. Pending these 
negotiations the disadvantageous position of the TJuiteii States, in the 
absence of a treaty, was emphasized by each new agreement success- 
fully negotiated by other governments. Meanwhile the commissioner 
became indiscreetly (ivitli Ameri<'an claimants) mvoh'ed in serious dif- 
ferences of opiniou with the Government of Hawaii, respecting the 
rights of American residents, and his attitude became finally one of 
hostility. Tliere was the repetition of the old story, told so many times 
in such quarters of the globe, personal and commercial difficulties in- 
volving consuls and diplomatic agents ali]:e,contliL-ting interests among 
foreigners of two or three nationalities, rival factions, complicated 
quarrels, and, so far as practicable, general disregard of native rights 
by each and all. Mr. Ten Eyck was roundly rated by Mr, Buclianan 
iu an interesting dispatch of considerable length and some tartness, 
dated August 28, 1848, from which there will be occasion to make sev- 
eral extracts. Mr. Ten Eyck resigned in September, 1848, and Mr. 
Charles Eames was appointed January V2, 1849. (Appendix.) 

Oil the 8th of January, 1848, a treaty with Hamburg was concluded 
by the King's minister for foi'eigu affairs, and later in the month an 
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agreement toncliing eoiisiilar notices under tlie Dauisli and Hamburg 
treiities wns reaclied. But it was not until October 22, 1.S40, tliat a 
treaty ^vitb tliis Government was liually signed at San Francisco byHrr. 
Karnes and Mr. Jiidd. (Api»endix.) 

Mr.Eames, en routi' to Honoliiln, bad met Mr.Judd,tlie King's com- 
missioner, eTi i'oii''e to WaMbington, at San Francisco, and there to- 
getber tliey Imd agreed upon an instiiimeiit of a gentrai ebaracter. 
Tlie ti-eaty, in the English and Hawaiian languages, reached the De- 
partment of State on the Sth of December, But, in the meantime, the 
Hamtilan Goveinnient had appointed Mr, Jaiues Jackson Jaives, then 
in tliis country, a special c^mmiHsiouer to uegotiat* a treaty, and he- 
met Mr. Clayton, appointed on behalf of the United States, at Wash- 
ington in the same month. They agreed upon terms And signed a 
tj-eaty of A'iendsbip, <;onimerce, and navigation, and fi>r extradition of 
Ciiminals, December UO, 1849. Eatiftcations were exchanged at Hono- 
lubi the 24tli of Augnst, following, and the treaty was proclaimed — the 
first ijerfected treaty between the two ]»owers — yoveinher !l, 1850. 

This convention did not diffter materially from the treaties negotiated 
by this Government with other nations for similar pui-^wsea. The 
treaty is still in force excejit so far as modified by later conventions. 
{Appendix.) 

In 1849 disputes between the French <onsnl and the native autbori- 
tie.s respecting the convention of 184(i brought about another sei/.ure 
of tlie islands by the nraied forces of France, whit-h became the occasion 
of the dispatch of very explicit instnictions from the American Secre- 
tary of St^ate. After a preliminary diplomatic skii-niish between the 
French naval commander. Admiral de Tromelbi, and the King's minis- 
ter for foreign affairs, Mr. Wyllie, the admiral fonaiilated his demands 
in an ultimatum, and upon its nouacceiitaiice the naval tbrce under 
his command, on the 2,~)th of August, lS4fl, t(M)k military possession of 
the fort, the Government ofQces, and of the custom-house, and seized 
the King's royal yacht and several other vessels belonging to private 
persona. Official news of this proceeding reached the Unitefl States 
December lU, 1840, from Mr. Ten Eyek. (Appendix.} 

The French continued in i>ossession of the fort and public buildings 
until the 4th or 5th of September, dismantled the fort, and destroyed 
considerable public. proi»erty, but did not haul down the Hawaiian flag. 
UiKjn the exercise of this restraint tbey depended for the argument 
that they bad not a«ted in coutravention of the agreement with England 
of 1843. ( Appendix.} 

Mr. Judd was appointed by the King as commissioner to PJngland, 
France, and the United States, it appears, with pretty full powers to 
make some adjustment of this last difficulty. It was rumored that he 
waH not limited even from cession of the kingdom either to England or 
the United States. His negotiations with the French minister for for- 
eign affairs having proved fruitless he rea<;bed the Uiiitetl States on 
his way home in the spring of 1850, and in conjunction with Mr. Jarves 
solicited the goo<l oflrtces of this Government in the settlement of the 
disj)ute with I'^rance. They were promptly accorded by the President, 
through the Secretary of State,in a uote of June 3, 1850, and instruc- 
tions in couibrmity therewith were sent to Mr. Rives at Paris. Nego- 
tiations dragged and chances of settlement seemed to recede until on 
the 11th of March, 1851, Mr. Severance, the commissioner ofthe United 
States at Honolulu, reported the fact that a deed of cession of the 
kingdom to the United States had beeudrawu, submitted to him, sealed, 
and delivered to liim on the afternoon of the same day by two of the 
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King's ministers. This instminent was the conBeqiience of the King's 
apprehension excitc<l by tiie hostile altitude of France, It bore tlie 
following inscription in the Hawaiian language: 

The King reqiieats tlie commissioner of the I7nited States, in c.ise the Hag cif the 
Uoited States is raised above the Hawaiian, that he will open the inclosed and act 
accordingly. 

The terms of this deed provided that the liiugdotii should be held 
by the Cnited States until a satisfactory adjustment of the dis])ute with 
France, and, failing that end within a reasonable period, should be 
permanently transferred to them. (Appendix.) 

Answering Mr. Severance's series of dispatches on this subject, Mr. 
Webster, on the 14th of July, 1851, said: 

The Navy Department will receive in struct ions to place iind to Iteep the naval 
armament of the United Stat-es in the Pai^itic Ocean in siicli a state of strength and 
preparKtion as shall be requisite for the preservation of the honor and dignity of 
the United States and thesafetj of the Government of the Hawaiian Islanifi. 

In a confldential dispatch of the same date Mr. Severance was di- 
rected to return to the Hawaiian Government the deed of cession 
placed in his hands. (Appendix.) 

The subject of annexation was not, however, abandoned in the corres- 
pondenee by reason of Mr. Webster's dispatcli, Mr. Murcy, writing 
to Mr. Gregg, then United States commissioner there, on the 4th of 
April, 1854, discussed the question fully, and authorized the negotiation 
of a treaty for the purpose, the terms of which be indieated. On the 
11th November following, a draft of a treaty acceptable to the King 
was received with Mr. Gregg's dispatch No, ii2 of September 15, 1854. 
(Appendix.) 

Stipulations were drawn in this treaty for annuities aggi'egattng three 
times the sum oft'ered for that purpose by Mr. Marcy, and for the ad- 
mission of the Kingdom as a State of the Union. These provisions were 
objected to by this Goveniraent, but betbre any conclusion was reached 
the King, Kamehameha III, died, and was succeeded in February, 1855, 
by a prince who held views unfavorable to theprojeet,and so tlie treaty 
failed. (Appendix.) 

In 1855, on the 20th of July, a treaty of reciprocity was con- 
cluded at Washington by Mr. Marcy and Judge Lee, the King's com- 
missioner; but, although the Senate Committer on Foreign Affairs 
appears to have been favorable to it, ratificatioa failed^ it is said, by 
reason of the pressure of more important and absorbing questions. 
(Appendix.) 

Correspondence for several years following this incident is chieily 
concerned with claims, complaints, and matters of routine. In 1863 the 
rank of the diplomatic officer of this Government was raised to that of 
minister resident, and James McBride, of Oregon, was appointed to 
that ofRce. The conduct of tlie civil war so far diverted attention from 
Hawaiian afl'airsthat consideration of the subject of a desired treaty of 
reciprocity was obliged, by Mr. Seward's engagements, to be deferred to 
a more tranquil period, and until the results of English and Southern 
iuflnencethere,exert«dduring the civil war in the United States against 
this Government, should be overcome. There are occasional references 
to annexation, (Appendix.) 

In December, 1866, Queen Emma, qneen dowager of Hawaii, visited 
the United States on her way from England to Honolulu. 

On the Istof February, 1867, Mr, McCook,ourministerat Hoiioluln, 
was instructed that it was the desire to revive the subject of the reci- 
procity treaty of 1855, but upon terms more liberal to the United 
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States. Aucortliuyly, on the 21st of May following, Mr. McCook,on be- 
half of the United States, and Mr. Harris, on the part of the Hawaiian 
Government, concluded a treaty of reciprocity at San Francisco, which ■ 
received the a^iproval of the President, but failed of ratification by the- 
Senate. { Appendix.) 

In a private note of Jane 7, 1S67, Mr. McOook adverted to the sub- 
ject of annexation, and asked leave of absence to visit the United 
States the following November, when the reciprocity treaty might be 
expected to become the subject of consideration in the Senate. This- 
leave was granted by Mr. Seward, who thus instructed Mr. McCook: 

Yon ftce at liberty to sonad tlie proper authority on the large subject iiieutloned 
in your note, and itseertaiii probable conditions. You msy confldeutiaJly receive- 
overtiires itnd pominunicate tiie aame to mv, 

1 will act upon your aufrgestion in that relation in regard to a partj now here. 

Mr. Seward's "large subject" was annexation, and Mr. Seward's 
"party now here" was the Hawaiian minister to this country, Mr. C 0» 
Harris, (Appendix.) 

It is probable that a conference was held on the subject by Mr. Sew- 
ard ami Mr. Harris, but notes of it do not appear. On the 12th of Sep- 
tember, however, Mr. Seward, writing confidentially to Mr. M((l<M)k^ 
said: 

Circnnietancea have transpired here livbicb induce a belief that a strong interest, 
based upon » desire tor annexation of the Sandwich Isliin<ls, will t>e active in oppoB' 
ing a ratificatiou of the reciprocity treaty. It will be argiieil thai, the reoijirouity 
will tend to hinder and defeat an early annexation, to which the people of the Sand- 
wich Islands are supposed to be now strongly iaclined. 

He advised the minister to remain at Honolulu and abandon his 
earlier plan to visit Washington, and he added — 

That if the policy of anuesation abould mmflict with the policy of reciprooity, an- 
nexation is in every case to be preferred. (Appendiit.) 

During the spring and summer of 18G7 some apprehension wa& 
created in the mind of the King by the presence in Hawaiian waters- 
of the U. S. S, l,ackawantui, Capt. Eeynolds. This was based upon 
the fact that the commanding officer had been formerly a resident iu 
Hawaii and was interfering, or had the purpose to interfere, in politi- 
cal affairs. It is not impossible that the King's minister for foreign 
aflairs, de Varigny, was really responsible for the royal apitrehensions^ 
The presence of the ship delayed ratification of reciprocity, and it was 
not until after her departure that the King couvened the legislature !«■ 
consider the subject. 

His Majesty stattwl to me [writes Mr. McCook] that he would like to diBcuBs ita. 
[tbe treaty's] provisions -with me, but did not deem it conBiatent with his dignity., 
etc., to enter into any such disenasion while the in fifcoit-onniL remained here; I will 
do His Majesty the jitBtice to say that I do not believe this idea was an original one, 
bat was suggested to, and forced upon him by his miniBtere, they hoping tliat the- 
Lackamanna could not, or wonld not leave, and that this might prove an inanper^blo- 
obstacle to the rati A cation of the -treaty. (Appendix.) 

The treaty was ratified July 30, 1867. Oar own Senate had received 
the treaty early the same month-, it was reported in February, 1868,, 
but was not finally acted upon, until June 1st, 1870, when it was re- 
jected. (Appendix.) 

Very soon after his ratilicationof the reciprocity treaty the King sent 
a commissioner to Japan to negotiate a commercial treaty. This projtet 
the American minister at Honolulu earnestly antagonized, upon the 
ground that such a treaty would deflect trade from the United States 
and encourage English competition. (Appendix.) 
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A second time inviting tlie atteiititm of tlie Senate to our own coni- 
patt with Hawaii, Fi'esideut Joliiison said, December 9, 1808: 

It is kiiitivu Hint felt 1j,T tlie Hnwaiiim Govermu*?iit and people tlint tlietr Uoveru' 
meut ami iustUiitioiis aro feeble and precitrions: tliat tbt> I'uiteii States, being ao 
Bear a iiei};hb<ir, woald be ituwilliu^ to see the iBlaiiiU panx ndder toreigu contiTiI. 
Tbeir prosperity in coutiuaall.v disturbed by expectatlouB niiil Alarms of iiiiA'iendly 
political imioeediiigs, as well ftoiii tlie Uulted Statw ne from other foreign powers. 
A reciprocity treaty, while it could uot materially iliminish the reveiiaes of the 
UDited Stat^, would be a gnaranty of the gooilwill and forbearance of all natieuK 
until the people of the islands shall of tliemsalvcs, at no diatuut day, voluntarily 
apply for sdiniHstoii into the Union. (Appendix.) 

During the last mentioned yeiir the subject of aiuiexatiou continued 
to appeal- sis an important feature of the correal )ondence from time to 
time, and on April 14 a letter to Mr. li. P. Spimlding, a member of 
Congress, from his son, Mr. Z.. S. Spaulding, in charge of the United 
States legation, reported the projected organization of an active an- 
nexation party in Honolulu, aud the prevalence of such a sentiment in 
the Kingdom, Mr. Seward was again obliged to defer imme<iiate con- 
sideratioTi of the subject by reason of the administration's absorption 
in domestic affairs relating to recongtrmtion. (Appendix.) 

In 18C8 a remonstrance was made by tlie tJuited States representa- 
tive at Honolulu on the sub.iect of the iiiiportatiou of ci>olie.s into the 
islands, aud a resolution of the Senate of the United States, describing 
the traffic in human beings, already substantially extiti»ated, as ab- 
horrent to the spirit of moderu international law and policy, and to the 
advanced sentiment of the great civilized powers, was brought to the 
attention of the Hawaiian Government. This intervention, however, 
was not effectual to stop or even moderate the business in the face of 
Britisli aud other influences, and the trade continued a threatening 
■danger to the Kingdom. (Appendix.) 

In Februaiy, 1871, Mr. Pierce, our minister at Honolnhi, wrote rec- 
oiuuiending the sulyect of annexation to the attention of the President, 
and President Grant transmitted this most interesting dispatch to the 
Senate, coufldentially, with a message soliciting the views of that body 
upon the luatter. This message and dispatch are of so much interest 
and importance that it is deemetl best to present the executive docu- 
ment in toto in this phice. 

[Confident till. KiecuttveB. Forty -secoii J Coiigre.'.B first session.] 
JiIESSAGB OF THE PBESIimNT OF THE D.V1TKI> 8TATBS, TRASSMITTl 



To the Senate of the United Stales: 

i transmit conlidentially, for the informution and coiisi deration of the Senate, a, 
copy <)f a dispatch of the 25th of February last, relative to the annexation of the 
Hawaiian Islands, addressed to the Departiiieut iff State by Henry A. Pierce, min- 
ister resident of the United States at Houoluln. Atthongh I do not deem it advisa- 
ble to express any opinion or to make any recommendatiou in regard to the subject 
at this jnncture, the views of the Senate, if it should be deemed proper to express 
them, wonid be very acceptable with reference to any future course which there 
miffht he a disposition to adopt. 

U. S. Gbast. 

Washington, April S, 1S71. 
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No. 101.] Legatiou of United States at Haitaihiii Islands, Honolulu, l-'ebniary 25, 
1871. 

Mr, Henry A. Pinrro to Secretary of State. ' 

Subject: AnnexAtioii of the Hawiiiiim laliinilN to the teiTitory of the llnitcil Statns. 

Abstruet: Uuitcil states Ooveniment recotnmeudeil to H);iiin eonKiiler the subject — 
Prerailinji; opinion thereon — The dioice ami will of Hanaiiiiu people will be 
manifested on. the rleatb of tb<'ir kin};, if approved of hy the United States 
Goromnient — Puritan and (Icinorratic teiidenoicR of the Hawntiaus — Fifteenth 
amenilineut, CoiiBtitiitioii of the United States — Niitive population ra iiidly dis- 
ai>pe»ring — Leaving their isoauti'y to foreijmers — Ri-asouH gireii for thi: a,cqui- 
sttion of these islands hy United Stftt*s— Lord PalmeMtou's opiuloue on the- 
i|ueetion — Sound anil prophetic historical incidents in Hawaiian hirttory. 

No. 101.] Lkuation op thb Ukitki) Status of Amf.kica, 

Honolnlu, Ftbrvary US, IS7I. 

Sir: Impressed with the importance of the eiibieet now presented for considera- 
tion, I bei^ leave to snj^^t the inciuiry whether the iieriod has not arrived making 
it proper, wise, and sn^^acions for the United Stat-es Goveriuuent to a{;aiii eonsider 
the project of annexing the Hawaiian Islands to the territory of the repnbliu. 
That such is to be the politictil destiny of this nrchipelaeo seems a foregoni^ coiicln- 
eion in the opinion of iill who have given attention to the subjeit in this country, 
the United States, England, l''rance, and Oermany. 

A majority of the aborigines, Creoles, and naturalized foietgncrs of tliia country, 
as I am credibly informed, are favorable, even anxious for the consninmatiim of tJie 
■e named. 

It of the decease of the present sovereign of Hawaii, leaving no heirs or 
o the throne, and the consequent election to he niailii by the legislative 
assembly of a king, and new stirpa for a royal family, will produce a crisis in polit- 
ical alfairs, which, it is thought will bo availed of as a pn^itious occasion to in- 
augurate measures for annexation of the islands t« the United States, the same to 
be effected as the manifest will and choice of the mtgority of the Hawaiian people; 
and thron^h means proper, peaceful, and honorable. 

It is evident, however, no steps will he taken to aocoinplisli the object named 
without the proper sanction or approbation of the United States (joveruraent in ap- 
proval thereof. 

The Hawaiian people for flfty years have been under educational instmction of 
American missionarieH, ajid the civilizing influences of New Enfclaud people, com- 
mercial aud maritime. Heuce they are Puritan and democratic in their ideas and 
tendencies, modiHed by a tropical climate. Their favorite simgs aud airs areAmen- 
can. Sherman's "Marching Through Georgia" and "John Ilrown's Soul is March~ 
iug On," are daily heai^ in tbe streets and in their schoolrooms. The Fifteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States has made the project of anneiLa- 
tiou to OUT Union more popular than ever, both here and in the United Stat«B. 

The native population is fast disappearing; the number existing is now estimated 
at 45,000, having decreased about 15,000 since the census of 1866. The number of 
foreigners in addition is between 5,000 and 6,000, two-thirds of whom are from the 
United States, and they own more than that proportion of foreign capital, as repre- 
sented in the agriculture, commerce, nttvigatioii, and whale fisheries of the kingdom. 

This country and sovereignty will soon be left to the possession of foreigners, " to 
nntlneal hands, no sons of theirs succeeding." To what roreign nation uiall these 
islanils belong if not to the great Rcpublicf At the present those of foreign nativi- 
ties hold all the important offices of Government and control legislation, the judi- 
ciary, etc. Well disposed as the Government now is toward the United States and ' 
its resident citizens here, in course of time it may be otherwise, as was the case dur- 
ing our civil war. 

I now nroceeil to state some points of a more general character, which should in- 
fluence the Uniteil States Goverument in their decision of the policy of acquiring 
possession of tills archipelaf(o, their geographical position occii]>ying, as it does, 
an important central, strategical point, in Uie North Pacific Ocean, valuable, perhaps 
necessary, to the United States for a naval depot and coaling station, and to shelter 
and protect uur commerce and navigation, which in this hemisphere is destined to 
increase eiiornionsly from our intercourse with the 500,000,000 population of China, 
Japan, and Aiistraba. Hiimbolt predict-ed that tlie commerce op the Pacific would, 
in time, rival that on the Atlantic. A future generation, no doubt, will see the 
prophecy fulfilled. 

Tie immense injury inflicted on American navigation and commerce by Great 
Britain in the war of 1813-1814, through ber possessions of Bermuda and other West 



ib'yGOOglj 



14 ' HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

India Islands, hs also that suffered by the Englisli from French privateers from the 
Isle of Fiance, duriu"; tlie wars between those uiLtiona, are inataiices in proof of the 
neceaeity of anticipHtiug and preventing, when we can, similar evils that may issue 
.from these islanilaif heldbj' other powera. Their proshiiity to the Pacilio States of 
the Union, line climate and soil, an<l tropical prodiictiona of aiigar, cotFee, rice, ftiiits, 
hides, goiit-skina, salt, cotton, tine wool, etc., required by the West, in eschango for 
flour, !>l'iiiil, Inniber, ahooks, iind maunfuctnrea of cottiin, wool, iron, and other arti- 
cles, are evidence of the commercial value of one to the other cegion. 

la it probal)le that any European powei' who may bereafler be at war with the 
United States will reftain from taking possession of this weak Kin^om, in view of 
the great injury that could be done to our commerce through their acquisition of 
them 1 

It is said that at a proper time the United States iiiaj have the sovereignty of these 
aalands without money and without price, except, perhaps for purchase of the Crown 
and public lands, and moderate annuities to be given to the Uve or 3iK high chiefa 
now living with nncertidn claims as successors to the (Jrown. 

His Hawaiian Majesty, Hlthoiigh oiiiy in his forty-lirst year, is liable to a sudden 
.decease, owing to frequent attacks uf difticolty in breathing anil danger of suffocation 
Irom congestion caused by obesity. His wpight is 300 pounds. He is aole survivor 
of the royal raoo of K;iniehamelia; niimaiTied, no heir, natural or ailopted; posaossess 
the constitutional prerogative of naming his successor, hub it la believed he will not 
eicercise it, ^oni u euperajiitious belief his own deatli would follow immediately the 

Prince Alexander and Lot (iKiimeliameha (the formersnhsequently'beeame the foorth 
Hawaiian King and the latter the fifth) and Dr. G. P. .ludd, my informant, visited 
England in 1^50 as Hawaiian commissioners. 

Lord I'almerston, at their interview with him, said, in subsfjince, " that the British 
Government desired the Hawaiian people to maintain proper government and pre- 
serve national independence. If they were unable to do ao, he reconimended receiv- 
ing a protectorate government under the ITnited States or by becondng an integral 
partof that nation. Such."hB thought, "was thedestiny of the Hawaiianlalandsaris- 
ing&om their proximity to the States of California and Oregon, and natural depend- 
ence on those markets for exports and imports, together with probable extinction of 
the Hawaiian aboriginal population and its substitution by immigration from the 
United Btates." That advice seems sound and prophetic. 

The following historical events in relation to these islands are tliought worthy of 
revival in recolieotiou; 

Febraarg S5. 1S4S. — Lord George Paulet, of Her Britannic Majesty's ship Carysfort, 
■obtained, by forceful measures, cession of the Hawaiian Islands to the Government 
■of Great Britain, July 31, 1843. They wore restored to their original sovereignty by - 
' the British Admiral Thomas. 

November 2S, 1343.— Joint convention of the English and French Goveriunents, 
which acknowledged the indeiiendence of this archipelago, and reciprocally prom- 
ised never to take poaseBsion of any part of same. The United States Government 
was invited to l>e a party to the above, but declined. 

August. 1849. — Admiral Tromelin, with a French naval force, after making demands 
on the Hawaiin Government impossible to be complied with, took unresisted posses- 
sion of the fort and Government buildings in Honolulu, and blockaded the harbor. 
After a few weeks' occupation of tlie place, the Trench departed, leaving political 
affairs as they were previous to their arrival. 

January, 1351. — A French naval force again appeared at Honolulu, and threatened 
bombardment and destrucl^u of the town. 

The King, Karaehameha nl, with the government, fearing it would be carried into 
•eflect, and in mortal dread of being brought under Frenchrule, similar to that placed 
by the latter over Tahiti, of the Society fclanda, esBCuteda deed of cosaionof allthe 
Hawaiian Islands and their sovereignty forever in &vor of the United States of 
America. 

The document, in a sealed envelope, was placedinchargeof Mr. Severance, United 
States commissioner here, with instructions to take formal ofQctal possession of the 
Boil of these islands on occasion of the first hostile shot fired by the French. On 
learning the facts, the latter desisted further aggressive acts, and departed from the 
■country. 

Since that period the French authorities have pursued a conciliatory coarse in 
their relations with the Hawaiian Government, and folly of opinion, it ia said, that 
a secret treaty exists between the United States Government and that of Hawaii, by 
which these islands pass into the possession of the former in case of aggressions made 
npon them thereafter by any hostile powers. 

In 1851 the administration of President Pierce authorizeil the United States com- 
mer, Mr. Gregg, to negotiate a treaty with the Hawaiian authorities for the 
n of the sovereignty of these islands to the United States; but Mr. Gregg sue- 
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ceetleil only in obtainiug a protocul for a twat.v, iiy which the United States were 
to estend a protectorate eove.iiment over theui. The matter in that forra did uot 
meet with ths approval of Mr. Seci'etary Marcv, and farther uegotiatiiina ceased. 

I omitted to state in proper Beqaenoo that the deed of ceasion of 1^1 wae, by or- 
der of the Secretary of State, Mr. Webster, rKtnmed to the Hawaiian Goverument. 

In eonclusion, I lierewith inclose "Annual Review of the Agrioiiltiire and Com- 
Dieree of the Hawaiian laiands for the year 1870," pnlilished by the Pacific Commer- 
cial Advertiser, February 25, 18T1. Additional copies will accompany my dispatch 
Ko. 102, Permit me to refer you to a lithogranhic map, published in 186T by United 
States Kurean of Statistics, as showing in convenient fonn the relative jiosition of 
these islands to the coiitineiitft of America, Asia, etc.; also, ateamsliip lines radiat- 
ing therefrom. 

With great respect, your obedient, humble servant, 

Henry A. PinRcn. 

ington, D. C. 

The failure friim time to time to solve tliwir difficulties by annexation 
served to continue a lively coii»ideration of the subject of I'eciprocity 
as tlie second best solution; but tlio growing iiiterestB of the sugar 
States during nearly all of the first decade atter the civil war were of 
softicient infiueuce to obstruct succeasftilly any favorable consideration 
of such a treaty by this Grovemmeut. The sitnation was frankly stated 
by Mr. Fish in an instruction of considerable length and importance on 
the 25th of March, 1873, in which, tiu'ning from reciprocity to annexa- 
tion, always a question "full of interest," he said: 

The position of the Sandwich lalouds as au outpost iVoutiug and commanding the 
whole of our possessions on the Pacific Ocean, gives to the fnture of those islands a 
pecnliar interest to the Government and people of the United States. It is very 
clear that this Government cau not be expected to assent to their transfer from their 
present control to that of any powerAil maritime or commercial nation. Such trans- 
fer to a maritime power would threaten a military surveillance in the Pacifio simi- 
lar to that which Bermuda has afforded in the Atlantic — the latter has been sub- 
mitted to from necessity, inasmuch as it was congenital with our Government — but 
wa desire no additional similar outposts in the hands of those who may at some 
fntnre time nse them to our disadvantage. 

, The condition of the Government of Hawaii aud its evident tendency to decay 
and dissolution force upon us the earnest consideration of its future — possibly its 
near future. 

There seems to lie a strone desire on the part of many persons in the islands, rep- 
resenting large interests and great wealth, to become annexed to the United States. 
And while there are, as I have already said, many and influential persons in this 
country who question the policy of any insular acquisitions, perhaps even of any 
extension of territorial limits, there are also those of influence and of wise foresight 
vho see a future that must extend the jurisdiction and the limits of this nation, and 
that will require a resting spot in the midocean, between the Pacifie coast and the 
Tast domains of Asia, which are now opening to commerce and Christian civilization. 

We are not in possession of information sufficiently accurate, and possibly not 
sufficiently estenrted, with respect to the population, trade, industry, resources, and 
debt, etc., of the Hawaiian Islands to decide the policy which must soon be con- 
sidered with respect to the relations they are to'maintain toward this Governmeut. 

You will, therefore, at the earliest date practicable, famish me withfull and accu- 
rate information upon the several questions above alluded, to, and also as to the rel- 
ative condition of tlie islands at this time, with respect to each question as compared 
with former periods. 

If there be official documents or reports as to trade, population, debt, etc., you 
will obtain and transmit them. 

Should occasion offer, you will, without committing the Government to any line of 
policy, not discourage the feeling which may exist in favor of aunesaiion to the 
United States ; and yon will cautiously and prudently avail of any opportunity that 
may present of ascertaining the views of the Hawaiian authorities on this question, 
and if there be any idea entertained in that direction among those in official positiou, 
you will endeavor to sound them and ascertain their views as to the manner, and 
the terms and conditions on which such project could be carried into execution. 

On the 3d of February, 1874, the King, Lunalilo. died without baving 
named his successor, and the legislative assembly, called together by 
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the cabinet, proceeded to the election of a moiiarcli. The exeitemeiit 
incident to tliis event, the threats of violence by tlie contending fac- 
tions of the i>(>inilace, and the danger of revolntion or anarchy required 
the intervention of the uavul forc;es of foreign powers in Hawuiiuu 
wa,ters, the militia being unreliable in the circnmstanoejj. Tlie Eiitish 
eoniniissiouer liad invit«d the American minister to Join him in efiectiug^ 
measures to preserve order, but tliis invitation was very pioperly de- 
clined by Mr. Pierce. On the 12th, in consequence of an assault by a 
mob of Queen Emma's adherents on the legislative committee attempt- 
ing to annouuce to David Kalakaiia his election to the throne, and an 
attack upon the GoTernment buildings, the Hawaiian minister for for- 
eign affairs appealed to Mr. Pierce to secure the landing of a sniHcient 
force from the United States ships Tnscarora and Portsmouth to det^ud 
the authorities and suppress the rioters. The force was landed, at the 
request of the American reinesentative, and pTacetl in charge of the 
court-house. 

Shortly after — \vitliin a few minutes — a force of r<ailors and marines 
from H, B. M. S. Tenidog went ashore under ciunmand of the execu- 
tive ofB<;er of the vessel and the captain of the maiines, without invita- 
tion from the Hawaiian authorities or orders from the commanding 
ofBcei's of their sliip. They proceeded to disperse the lawless crowd 
about the residence of Queen Emma — the rival of Kalakana for the 
throne — and thence man^hed to occupy the barraeks, whei-e they 
remained for eight days. This iixideiit was afterwards accommodated 
by an antedated note, liomially requesting their intervention. On the 
20th tliese naval forces retmued on board their respective vessels. 
(Appendix.) . 

In the autunui of 1874 King Kalakana visited the United States on 
the U. S. S. Bcmeia^ and, remaining several weeks, was during that 
time shown many friendly attentions by this Government. The U. S. 
S. Pensacohi was placed at his disposal for the homewawl voyage. One 
of the principal objects of this visit was the desiie of the King to pro- 
mote negotiations of reciprocity with the United States. It is note- 
worthy that tliis visit of the King was opposed by the English and 
French commissioners, as reported by Mr. Pierce October 12, 1874. 
(Appendix.) 

The King before leaving Hawaii had appointed Mi'. Allen and Mr. 
Garter commissioners to negotiate a reciprocity agreement, and, greatly 
to the delight of his people, the treaty was signed at Washington Jan- 
uary 30, 1876. It contained a schedule which, to be made eiiective, re- 
quired an act of Congress in ratittcation of the customs dues fixed there- 
, by, and a proclamation of the fact. The treaty went into eftfeet by this 
proclamation September 9, 187(j. (Appendix.) 

Some difficulty was encountered with Great Britain by reason of the 
" parity " or " favored nation " clause in the treaty of 1852 between that 
power and Hawaii; and Germany was also at first disposed to take a 
view similar to the English in that respect. But the German claim 
was successfully contested by Mr. Carter, appointed to arrange the 
matter with those two Governments, and the conatniction given that 
clause by the United States agreed to substantially. Much correspon- 
dence followed the expression of England's views on the subject, and a 
compromise was proposed fixing a duty of 10 per centum on British 
importations of the articles in the free schedule of our treaty. This 
proposition was not accepted by Mr. Carter, and was witlidrawn; but 
in the discussion of the matter in the Hawaiian Legislature a majority 
of the committee on foreign relations reported not only in its favor, but 
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iu favoi" of the original claim of the British Govermneiit to the enjoy- 
ment of privileges equal to those granted the Uuited States. The con- 
troversy led to a change of miiiistry, and finally to an admission by the 
King's minister of the claim of this Government to exclusive privileges, 
and a pledge to hold the treaty, so interpreted, inviolate. This episode 
involved an "annexation scare" as against the United States, touch- 
ing which Mr. Evarts thus Instructed our minister, Mr, Comly, August 
6, 1878: 

Yoii will endeavor to .-liBabiise the mintlB of those who impute to the United States 
any idaa offtirther projects beyond the presHUt treiity. (Appeudix.) 

From time to time during the ensuing three years questions of inter- 
pretation of avtiiles on the schedule aud of the customs provisions of 
the treaty, and some involving attempteil or appreheniled frauds arose, 
several of them complicated by cliiims of Great Britain under the stipu- 
lations of tlie Anglo-Hawaiian treaty of 1852, aud by the influence of 
British residents. All these fiuestionw were, however, satisfactorily 
determiiieil without resort to any other mode of arrangement than the 
usual dii>lomati<^ metliod, by notes. A domestic scandal, involving al- 
most the entire Government, followed, resulting in rajtid changes of 
ministers and a hasty request for the recall of foreign representatives, 
including Mr. Coinly. This request was, however, itself I'ecalled 
promptly after the last change ot cabinet on account of tliis particular 
crisis, and a more agreeable state of affairs brought abotit. The details 
of these incidents are, however, hardly worthy of any notice, as they 
serve chiefly to establish the disreputable character of certain of the 
King's advisers at the time, to verify charges of general con'uption in 
the legislature, and point to influences at work against an extension of 
onr leciprocity treaty.* 

The same year the good offices of this Government were solicited by 
the Hawaiian Evangelical A.ssociation, in the suppression of the liquor 
traffic, by the enforcement of Chief Lebon's ordinance in the Ealik Is- 
lands. Mr. Evarts, on Xovembev 13, 18S0, instructed Mr. Oomly, aud 
Mr. Dawson, the United States consul at Apia, also, to make eflbrts to 
secure some suitable person to act as consular agent of this Govern- 
ment in the Baliks. (Appendix.) 

The good offices of this Government were enlisted also in the nego- 
tiation of a treaty between Hawaii and Japan, and its approval of such 
a convention sought by the king's minister for foreign afl'airs. 

In June, 1881, Mr. Comly reported the persistent effort of Great 
Britain to derive benefit or advantage from the parity clause of the 
Anglo-Hawaiian treaty of 1852. through the reciprocity treaty with the " 
Uuited States, by way of pushing claims based upon that clause pend- 
ing its tenninatiou by notification. He wrote: 

I do not propose to trouble the Secretary of Stnte with a repetition of my argumentB 
intended to show the inadiniMBilde character uf this claim, and showing ;ilso that in 
185"), when a recipr<ical treaty with the United States was jiending, the then British 



Connuisaioiier here (Gen. Miller), aotms tinder direct instmctionB from Lord 
Clftreiidon, literally "sHve away" the whole cuse as to this present claim. He sftys: 
" Ul-eAt Britain cannot, as a matter of right, claim the same advantages for hertiode, 
tiuderthestrictletterof the treaty of 1852." (Quoted mure at length and in lus owm 
words in my dispatch No. 13.) 

For the convenience of the Secretary of Stata I present a brief itinerary of the 
|iTOgreaa of this claim u]> to date, as I understand it: 

1. Immediately after the reciprocity treaty went into effect, Maj. WoiJehonse, the ,f 
British Commissioner, peremptorily notified the Hawaiian Oovemment that " Her 
Majesty's Government can D'lt allow of " any discrimination against Sritish products 

- See Mr. Comly'a 113, 121, and 122 ; and MiTe^^'s 76 and 78. ~ ' ': 

S.Ex.77 2 • * ■ 
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ftB in favor of American, iiud that British importers would claim uniler tlieir treaty, 
for British products, eonality with American products, underthe American reciproc- 
iC; treaty. A long diploina.tic correspondence liillowed, in vhich I was frequeatlj 
oouBoltea in a ftienilly way hy the Hairaiian minister, and was notilied from time 
to time by Maj. Wodehouae of his proceedings. I have nniformly insisted that it 
wonld be :i violation of the reciprocity treaty to allow tlie same pririleges to British 
or any other products with those of the (Jnited States — privileges purchased by 
reciprocity advantages beyond the power of any other nation to concede. I have 
also insisted that it would amount to a violation of the sovereignty of tliia Kingdom 
for Great Uritain to assume to dictate to tlie Hawaiian Government what difteroutial 
IS should be levied npon British ^ods an compared with tliose of other 



2. Finding that the HntJsh (Toveruvient insisted upon its claiui, the Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment gave one year's notice {under tlie seventeenth n^rticle), ti'nuiunting tho 
fourth, fifth, and slstb articleN of the Auglii-Hawjujan treaty of 1851-'52. {This would 
take eftect July 3, 1878.) 

3. This was retiAitc<l by the Brltisli Government iis " nnfilendly " action. 

4. Mr. Henry A. P. Carter wns sent as Hawniitin envoy to England to settle the 
dispute. Major Wodehonse, [Llanned l)y tlireats of annexation to the United States 
rather titan submit to the demands of Great Britain, accompanied Mr. Carter to San 
Francisco, whiTe he applied for and received telegraphic leave iWim Lord Derby to 
proceed to England with Mr. Carter. 

5. Ill Ijimdon Lord Dcrb^v proposed to Mr. Carter that Eugland would drop the 
whole matt-er if the Hawaiian Government would withdriiw it« denuuciatiou of the 
fonrth, tiftli, and sixth articles, and would attach the ftee schedule of the American 
treaty t^i an agi'eeinent that none of the articles in that xcbedule should be taxed 
more than 10 per cent if British product i-ejceted. (My dispatch No. 43 is flill on this 
and suliHeqnent points.) 

6. The notice of discontinuance was withdrawn as to all but tirst paragraph of 
fourth article. 

7. In legislative assembly of 1S78, a large and noisy party of British sympathizers 
attacked the (iovemment aeverely and threatened the reciprocity treaty so seriously 
that 1 wrote a note of warning and }>roteBt to the minister of foreign afl'airs (apj^ars 
as inclosnre Ko. i with my <lia]iatch No. 43) which was subsequently approved 
by Mr. Evarts Secretary of State. 

8. The Hawaiian treaty was amended sulistautiiilly as siiegeated by Lord Derby 
(10 per cent od valorem horizontal). It was supposed tliat this would end the mat- 

. ter of the British Claims, but 

9. About the beginning of the present year, itlr. Theo. H. Davies, acting British 
consnl-general, a inerchant doing large business here and one of the claimiints, 
wrote (unofficially) to tlie minister of tinance on behalf of the claimants, demand- 
ing a refund of duties jiaid under protest pending the termination of the lirstclause 
in the fomih article oi^ the ISritisL treaty. 

10. The minister of finance refei'red the claimants to the Hawaii.in courts. 

11. The British commissioner then made official demand for diploma tic (executive) 
settlement. 

12. Tlie Hawaiian mininister informed ^lajor Wodehonse that he would iuy the 
matter before cal)inet council. 

The minister of foreign affairs informed Mnjor Wodehonse that the action of the 
minister of finance was sustained by cabinet council, and that the claimants were 
remanded to the courts accordingly. 

14. Major Wodehonse replied mat he could not accept that form and would rejiort 
to his Government for f^irtlier instructions. 

. 15. The Hawaiian minister wrote a brief note, simply acknowledging Major Wode- 
honse's note without comment. 

Ifi, Major Wodehonse wrote a severe reply, complaining that the Ha^ 
ister had omitted to say that he would give due consideration to Major W 
note, or words to that effect. 

IT. I am informed by a member of the cabinet that the minister (Mr. Green) will 
make a brief and digni&ed )>rotest against the tone of Major Wodehouse's note, and 
will say (substantially) that, Mflijor W. having been already fully notified that the 
matter hiwJ been considered bv His Majesty's Government and the claimants referred 
to the courts, and he hunself having notified the Hawaiian Government that be had 
referred the matter to the British secretary, then. In that case, there was nothing 
■ further to consider at i)reseut, and Miyor Wodehouse's complaint was without 
foundation. 

Here the matter rests. 

This d!Spat<;h drew from Mr. Blaine, June 30, 1881, an explicit in- 
struction setting forth tlie views of this Government as to the impossi- 
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bility of a grant by the Hawaiian Goveriiuieut of any of the privileges 
exclusively given the'^Uuited States by the treaty of 1875 without a 
violatiou of that treaty. He said: 

You will a<ld that, if any otber power shouhl deem it proper to amploy undue in- 
flueQce upon the HuwiiiiimGove^nmi'tit to persiiaile or ciniipelnetioniu derogation of 
this treaty, (be Quvemment of tlie United States will uotbe iiiiol>sei:vaut of Its rights 
and InterestH and will Tie neither unwilling nor inipreiiiireil to saiiport the Hawaiian ■■ ' 

Government in the fiiithfiildiaehargeof its treaty oblfgiitlous. (Aiipemlix.) ' 

The revival of the subject of coolie immigration ti'oin British India 
and ail expression of the views of the British commissioner at Hono- 
lulu respecting the means by which such immigration should be pro- 
moted and such immigrants pi-otected and controlled, together with a 
resuscitation, by Major Wodehouse, of the Lackawanna incident, and the 
adhesive chsiracter of the Biitish claims arising from the reciprocity 
treaty, were together the moving canse of considerable correspondence 
designed to instruct the United States minister verj- fully respecting the 
established and continued policy of this trovenmient. On December 
1,1881, Mr. Blaine said: 

It [this OovemmentJ Arinly l>eli(-vt« tliMt the position of the Hnwaiinn Islands as 
the kej. to the dominion of tbo Aiuerioan Paciiii: deiUiindH their beuevulnnt uentrality, 
to which euil it will eiiniestlj- fouperute with tlie uiitivi.' (ioveriiuient. And if, 
throngh imy cause, the maintououco of snch a jmsitiou of lieuevoleiit neutrality 
should he fonnd by Hawaii to be impiHi'tioiilile, this GoTurnment would then unhast- 
tiitiugly niect the iiltered sitniitioii liy seeking an avowedly Anierii-an solution for 
the grave isisne» presented. (Appendix.) 

In 1883 the Government of the United States was invited to concur 
in a protest by the Hawaiian Government agsiinst the extension of theii' 
respective tenitories by Great Britain and France in Polynesia, by an- 
nexation of the Kew Hebrides, the Solomon Islands, and adjacent 
gi'oups. Mr. Frelingliuyseii on December 0, 1883, declined to concur, 
because, as lie wrote, " while we could not • • * view with com- 
placency any movement tending to the extinction of the national life of 
the intimately connected commonwealths of the Northern Pacific, the 
attitude of this Government towards tbe distant outlying groups of 
Polynesia is necessarily different;" and he added that the President 
"does not regard the matter as one calling for the interposition of the 
United States, eithei' to oppose or 8upi>ort the suggested measure." 
(Appendix.) 

In the same year the reciprocity treaty between the United States 
and Hawaii reached the limit of its duration, subject to twelve months' i 

notice from either power to the other of its desire to terminate the com- 
pact. Negotiations looking to the extension of this agreement were set 
on foot by the Hawaiian Governineut and the project was discussed in 
Congress and in the diplomatic correspondence with the ultimate result 
of a convention of renewal, etc., concluded December 6, 188i, at Wash- 
ington, in three articlea, of which Aiticle i renewed the treaty for a 
period of seven years and Articles ii and iii provided, respectively: 

Articlk II. 

HisMnJBBty the Kingof tlie Hawaiian Islands grants to tbe Government of tbe United » 

Stat<i8 the exclusive right to enter the harbor of Pearl River, in tbe Island of Oahu, -i 

and to establish and maintain there a, coaliui; ^ind repair station for tJie use of vessels ' , 

of the United States, and Co that end tbe United States may improve the etitrance . Si 

to said harbor and do all otber things needful to the purpose aforesaid. .'': 

Article III. / ■". 

shall be ratified and the ratifications exchanged at Wash- ^. 
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The convention was nut howevei' ratified and proclaimed until No- 
vember, 1887, owing to consideralile opposition to the extension of the 
original compact by the siigai' interests of this country and ftirtlier dis- 
cussion of tl^t^ 8ubje<'t in (Jongress. Tlie extension of the treaty and 
the Pearl Itiver Hivrbov cession were also opposed by Great Britain 
as tlie general policy of that (Joveinnient. (Appendix.) 

In May, 1873, Gen. Schofleld, under eonfidcntial instructions from 
the Secretfliry of Wai', made a full reiwrt upon the value of Pearl River 
Harbor as a coaling and repair station, recommending its acquisition, 
and later lie appeared before a committee of the House ot'~Representa- 
tives to urge the importancw of some measure looking to the control of 
the Sandwich Islands by the United States. (Appendix.) 

Tlie question of coiiuecting the islands, by cable with Australia and 
the United States- was presented to this Government by our minister 
in August, 1S84, by his report of jiroposals of the Australasian Cable 
Syndicate in i-elation to the laying ot an ocean cable from Krisbaue to 
San Francisco, via Honolulu. This syndicate secured the introduction 
and passage of an avt by the Hawaiian legishiture providing a subsidy 
of not moi* than $^,00(1 for a perio<l limited to fifteen years. Owing 
to the failure to secure landing privileges at San Francisco before 1880 
this act was then amended so as to provide for tlie lainUng of the cable 
at any other i>ort or pla(;e on the North American continent, presum- 
ably m the intei"est of the <!!aiia«lian Pacific Kailway Company's tele- 
^aphic system. While the sentiment in the islands favored a terminus 
in the United States, the project of Mr, Coote, a British subject, was a 
terminus in British Columbia. Further legislation on the subject drew 
from the British commissioner a pititest against the granting of exclu- 
sive privileges to any persons for the landing of a (;able from any 
British territory on any of the Hawaiian Islands and the assertion on 
the part of the King's Government of their right to control the matter as 
they believed best. In 18!)l-'92 a cable suivey was made by the U. S. 
S. Alhtttrotts, of the Fish Commission, and lines of sounding were luu 
tVom the Californian coast, Salinas Landing, Monterey Bay, to Honolulu. 

In 1886 a bill was passed by the legislature and approved. by the 
King to negotiate a loan of $2,00(1,000 and pledge the revenues of the 
Kingdom for its repayment. An English syndicate had the matter in 
charge. Its objects were the liquidation of certain outstanding bonds 
. and the prosecution of domestic improvements. The loan under such 
conditions was successfully opposed by this Grovemment under the 
exclusive privileges granted the United States by the reciprocity treaty. 
(Appendix.) 

Early in 1887 the subject of a proposed treaty of political alliance or 
confederation between the Hawaiian and Samoan Kings was brought 
to the attention of this Government with a view to its advice and its 
approval of the project; but Mr. Bayard pointed out the inexpediency 
of such a conipat^t an<l withheld approval. (Appendix.) 

On the 23d of December, 1887, the minister of Great Britain at 
Washington handed the following memorandum to Mr. Bayard: 

Washington, Deeemler S3, ISS7. 

England and France by the convention of November 28, 1843, are bound to con- 
Blder the Sandwich lalands as an independent 3tat« itnd never to take poHsessiou, 
either directly or under the title of a proteetor.ite or any other foiTn, of any part of 
the territory of whieh they are composed. 

The best way to secure this ob.jpct would, in the opiuion of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, be that tlie powers chiefly interested in the triule of the Pacific should join in 
making a formal declaration similar to that of 1843 above alluded to, and that the 
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Unitod StaTci< GovcrniiKiiit shuultl, witli Euglaiiil aud German;, gaaiftlltee tbe nea- 
trality and ei]U]d acceaniliility cif the ivlajids mid their liarboTB to the ahips of all 
nationa withoul pie le re (ice. 

To this eonimuni cation Mr. Bayard replied : 

Personal.] Departjiknt of State, 

Waahinglon, February 15, 1888. 
Dear Sm LirtsKi;; After readiiiji the meuioraudum of Lord Salisbury in relation 
to till! Suudwich Islaudu, it does not occur to me that I can add anythiug to what I 
stated ti) you orally in oiir interview on tbf 23d of December last, when you first 

I was glail to find that yon quite nuderstoiHl and had conveyed to yonr Govern- 
ment the only sign iti can ce and uieaniug of tlie Pearl Harbor eoncoBsion by the 
Hawaiian fli.veriimeut, ns prinided in the late treaty of that flovemnient with the 
United St-ates, and thiit it contained uothins to iui|>3ir the political aovereiguty of 
Hawaii. 

The existing ti'eaties of the United States and Hawaii create, as you are aware, 
epeciul and imiHirtaut reciprocities, to nhicli tlic present material prosperity of 
Hawaii may be said to owe its existciuce, tuiil by one of the articles the cesaiou of 
any part of the Hawaiian territory to any other govermiieut without the consent of 
the United States is Inhibited. 

In view of snrh existing aiTongonientB it does not seem needfnl for the irnited 
States to join witii other gowrnliients in Their Knarauties to secure the neutrality of 
Hawaiian tiuritory, nor to jmivide for tlmt ciiiial iwressibility ofall nations to those 
l>ort-s which now exists. 

' '' T. F, li.W.MiD. 

Tlie (liiec-t and immediate motive <)f Cii-eat Ihibiiii in tliis(-orie.^i>ond- 
«iice is not evident; but it is obviously to be discovered in certain closely 
anterior events, suffldeiitly well kiiowii at the time. But a little while 
before an niiderstanding bad been reached between England aud Ger- 
many relative to a division of a great area of tlie Pacitlc Ocean; the 
attitude then lately assumed by this Goveinment respecting Samoau 
affairs had perhaps beeu the cause of some surprise aud, it may be. 'a 
little apprehension in this diiection on the part of Her M^esty's Gov- 
emnient, and the frankness with which we sball see tbe British consul- 
general in Hawaii cautioning the King's Government agaiust any ex- 
clusive concession of a naval station Xa> any foreign power is no less 
■useful a key to the action. of Sir Lionel West. The causes, then, of 
this step were complicated; jealousy of the United States led to the 
inclusion of this Government in a project tor an agreement prompted 
by jealousy of Germany, aud France was relegated to the convention- 
of 1843 by force of more iiressing circumstances. 

Wliile Mr. Bayard, in February, 1888, was writing Ms answer to Bit 
Lionel, the British comniissioDer at Honolulu, formally protested against 
the grant to the United States of the exclusive use of Pearl River Har- 
bor as a coaling and repair station, by Article II of the supplementary 
convention e.vtending our reciprocity treaty, 'and argued that the 
Hawaiian Government was estopped from tbis action by tlie provisions 
of Article II of the King's treaty with Great Britain, granting to vessels ■ 
of war liberty of entry to all harbors to which such ships of other 
nations " are or may be permitt.ed to come." And be said : 

Under instructions from Her Majesty's Government I have aheady jiointed out to 
the Government of His Hawaiian Mniesty that the acquisition by a foreign power 
of a harbor, or preferential concession in the Hawaiian islands, would uii^libly 
lead to tbe loss of the independence of the islands; but this considerution has not 
prevented His Hawaiian Majesty's Government from proceeding to the ratification 
of tlie supplementary couvention with the United States, aud althongh Her Maj- ,,S 

*sty'8 Government are informed that by an exchange of notes between the Hawaiian ' ,pi 

minister at Washington and Mr. Bayard it is declared that the .■wrticle in question !^ 
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(No. ii) does not subtrnct from H.'kwaiian jurisdiction; that it gives ni> right of 
property iu tJie harbor or cession of territory: that no exelnsive right is conferred 
comroerciaHj, and that it tetminHtes with tie originiiJ treaty of 1875, whenever 
notice of Buch a termiuation m given. (Appendix.) 

The question was ably tieated by the Hawaiian minister for foreign 
affairs, and the privileges granted this Government clearly defined. 
(Appendix.) 

On the 30th of July, 1889, an iusun'ection was set on foot by Robert 
W. Wilcox and Kobert Boyd, two half-caste Hawaiians, who, on the 
afternoon of the same day, together with their adherents, about 100 in 
ntunber, were defeated. The ringleader, with aboat 60 of his followers, 
■was imprisoned. About 70 sailors and marines from the U. S. S. AAoms, 
then in the harbor, were landed by permission with a machine gnn to 
protect life and property at the legation and in the city, and their ap- 
pearance on the streets had a favorable effect on the populaee. Re- 
maining over night, quartered at the armory, they returned on board 
the next morning when tranquility was restored. (Appendix.) 

A dispute between the King and the cabinet, of a constitutional scope, 
was decided by the supreme court, against the King, just after the 
attempt at revolution; audit was determine*! that his signature was 
subject to the direction of the cabinet whenever required on public 
documents, and that the Government io all its departments must be 
conducted by that council. This controversy received the attentive 
consideration of all the foreign representatives, and its termination, as 
recited, appears to have been accepted with general satisfaction. 

On the 20th of Mareh, 1890, Mr. Blaine wrote iuTiting the Kiug of 
the Hawaiian Islands to participate in the lutemational American Con- 
ference, then iu session at Washington. Tliis invitation was extended 
in pursuance of a resolution of Oongress adopted upon the President's 
recommendation. In coiiseqnence of the ad,iourninent of the Conference 
stxe A%e before Mr. Carter, the delegate from Hawaii, could present Ms 
credentials, he did not participate in its deliberations. Upon. Mr. 
Blaine's invitation, however, Mr. Carter, on the 28th of April, after the 
adjournment, announced his appointment as delegate and expressed his 
regret at its arrival ti>o late to permit his attendance on the Conference ; 
but at the same time signified the probable accession of his Government 
to its conclusions. 

In December, 1890, Kalakaua, the King, arrived in the United States 
on a friendly visit, and died at San Francisco, January 20, 1801. His 
body was returned to Honolulu on board the U. S. S. Chnr1e»t^n, the 
flagship of Rear- Admiral Brown, whicli arrived in that harbor January 
29; whereupon tlie Princess Liliuokalani, regent during the King's 
absence, was proclaimed Queen. (Appendix.) 

Considerable doubt and fear seem to have prevailed with the better 
element of the i>eople iu regard to the .course of the new Queen, as 
the matter is reported by Mr. Steveiis. Un tlie 22d ot Febniarj , Iffil, 
he wrote: 

The present iiiiiiiatry has been but a few niODths in offitp nnd the best uiLn of 
the ielanda, including nearly all the principal bniiueaa men ^leh the piesent mm 
istry to remnin. who, by tie jiresent constitution ire phieflv independent of the 
Crown, and cnn not he lemoved except by impexhiuent or bi the lotes of the 
legialatiire. Under li it extreme notions of sovereignty and the influence ot her bad 
a^sers, the Qnwn is trying to force the resigniition of the ininiBfers ind to get 
a cabinet oomponed of her tools. So far the .mininterB have refused to resign, 
aud the host public- o]iinion increases in their sujiport. Should the supreme coart 
sustain the light of the ministers, which isvery clearly and stronglj intrenched in, 

J...- iii....: — ^1 ;_:_x,__ _!i[ jjg supported by anch a united determination 

—'•"■■ '"'■—'"8 of the islands as will force thet. 
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Queen to jielil. Ifahe should still persist and attempt toformaministryof herown, 
vitboiit the oousent of the legislntnre, she will surely imperil her thrune. She is 
well knoim to lie much more stubborn in ehar»<:ter thiin her brotheT, thu late King, 
but my present belief is that siie will BnHlly yield to the legiil and other legitimate 
forces operfttive ugniust lier present conrsu and jiltice herself iu the hands of the 
conserrutive and respectable men of Che country lis the only way to retain her 
throne. 

Earlyiii the spring of 1801 the supreme eoiut deoidetl that the Cabi- 
net of the late King ceased to have letral existence at his death. A 
uew Cabinet was appointed whieJi seemed to give general satisfactioa 
and somewhat to allay earlier apprehensions touching the probable 
course of the Queen. Mr. Stevens, however, expressed some lack of 
faith in the minister of finance. 

In September, 1801, Mr. Stevens wrote that the prince consort, hus- 
band of Queen Liliuokalani, a native of Ntw York and strongly 
American iu his sympathies, had died August 27, 1891, 

At the same time the minister repoi-ted a proiject for a revision of the 
reciprocity treaty between this Government and Hawaii, prompted by 
the removal of the tariff on sugar, n-lueh materially, if not vitally, 
affected the principal interests of the islands. Late in 1S91, Mr. Mott 
Smith was appointed a special envoy to the Unite<l Stiites tj> negotiate 
8neh an agreement, and a legislature favorable to the treaty was elected 
in FebiTiary, 1892. 

In a confidential comuHinication of March 8, 1892, Mr. Stevens re- 
ports revolntioiiary plans to be held iu check solely by the presence of 
an United States naval vessel, and describes a very general sentiment 
of hostility t^) the succession of the "half English" heir to the throne — 
at the time being educated in England — and a growing inclination 
among all classes towards annexation to the United States. (Appendix.) 

Mr. Stevens's dispatches continue to be of the same tenor. The sub- 
jection of the (lueen to the influences of a half-caste Tahitian of the 
name of Wilson, and marshal of the Kingdom, since soon after her ac- 
cession, continued to excite considerable dissatisfaction, and revolu- 
tionary schemes were rife throughout the year. The attitude of the 
Queen and her immediate entourage- was one of arrogance; Late iu 
August or early in September the cabinet was voted out, and a dead- 
lock followed between the Qneeii and the legislature. The new cabinet 
was objectionable to the better elements, but a vote of want of confi- 
dence sufiRciently decisive to bring on the crisis was not secured until 
the 17th October, The minister said in his dispatch of October 19, 
1892, on the situation — 

My present impression 
Otherwise the entire overt 

In his No- 74, of November 20, Mr, Stevens gave a full statement of 
the financial, agricultural, so<;ial, and political condition of the islands, 
and said: 

One of two courses seems to loe nbsohitelj' neeessniy to be followed ; Either bold 
and vigorous measures for annexation or a " customs union," iin oce.in cable ^om the 
Califoinian coast to Honolulu, Pearl Harlwr perpetually ceded to the United Statee, 
with an implied but not neceBsarily stipulated American protectorate over the islandB. 

Eeporta to the Secretary of the Navy — especially those beginning 
with one from Rear-Adnurl Brown, dated September 6, 1892 — corrob-. 
orated the American minister's accounts and forecasts of events in Ha- 
waii until, on the 28th of January, telegraphic news was received from 
both sources of the accomplishment of a peaceful revolution at Hono- 
lulu and the dethronement of the Queen. (A])pendix.) 
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Tbe eorrespoii deuce examined iu tbe preparation of this report iu- 
dicat«8 the general policy of this Government towards the Hawaiian 
Islands to have been, from 1820 to 1893, one of close friendship and 
protection, prompted by a desire for tbe welfare and autonomy of the 
Islands and a careful preservation of American rights and territory on 
this contuient. The active intervention of foreign powers in the aft'airs 
of Hawaii is shown to have been unitbrmly regarded with distrust, and 
a determined attitude aguiust it seems to have been frankly assumed 
whenever occasion called tbr an expression of purpose upon the subject 
from the United States. This \iew of the common interests of the two 
countries several times contemplated annexation as a necessity under 
apprehended foreign encroachment at Honolulu, and once, if not more 
than once, as the positive policy of this Government — notably in the 
administration of Tresideiit Pierce. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Andrew H. Allen, 
Chief, Bureau of itolls and Library. 

[The narrative of events from the 17th of Januarj', 1393, is continued 
in the report accompanying the I'resident's message of February 15, 
1893, sendiug to the Senate the treaty eoiiclnded and signed at Wash- 
ington, February li, 1893, by the Secretary of State of the United 
States and the representatives of the Provisional Government of the 
Hawaiian Islands.] 
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The time and assistance availablf in tlie preparation of the foregoing 
report and tbis aiipendix have not bfcn siifHcieiit to render a full pres- 
entation of the correspondence inv()h-etl practicable heiv. The pur- 
pose of this siipplenient therefore is to give a general view of the 
progress of events and to Mubntit copies of all papers of ascertained 
importance to a clear understanding and rei'nforcement of the narrative, 
except those published in the volumes of Foreign Belations of the 
United States and other ^olnnies, to which reference i8 noted in a 
bibliographical paragraph. 

It has been deemed neither necessary nor advisable to touch upon 
the subject of private claims of the citizens or subjects of either 
country against the government of the other, as none of the claims 
adverted to in the (toiisular oi' diplomatic corresiwtndence ai)i)ears to 
have become at any time matter of special or separate negotiation or 
to have reached a position of adequate moment to demand a:iy fuitlier 
action than the exercise of good oiHces by the diplomatic representa- 
tive of the (Tovemment of the claimant. 

Three unperfected treaties described in the coiTcspondence are de- 
posited in this Bureau, those of 1849, 1855, and 1807, resi)ectively. 

A considerable volume of correspondence upon Hawaiian relations will 
be found in the archives of the Navy Department, should it be regarded 
as desirable to examine letters of naval officers of the ijnit«d States in 
support or elaboration of the consular and diplomatic letters given or 
referred to in the list of papers. 

The present rei>ort and appendix bring the nanative down to the 
revolution of January 17, 1893, fi-oni which point it is continued in the 
report accompanying the President's message of February 15, 1893, 
sending to the Senate the treaty concluded and signed at Washington, 
February 14, 1893, by the Secretary of State of the United States and 
the representatives of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian. -, 

Islands. 

A list of papers, chroHologically arranged, follows, and is, in its turn, 
followed by a brief subject index for more convenient reference. 

A. H. A. 

BuREAtr OF Rolls akd Library, February 14,1893. ' ,.'■ 
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LIST OP PAPERS. 
[The arronKPinentis ohTOnologiCBl,] 



Tieaty of friendship, citmmerce, and navigatiun between the United States and the 
Sandwirh Islands, Hitiuud at Huuolnlu, December 23, 1826. 

Letter to the Secretary of the Navy from Thomas »p Catesby Jones, December 25, 
1826. Extract. 

Extract of letter to William Bcdtoii Finch, U. 8. S. ri»c«ii«e8, January 30, 1829. 

Tieatv between Great Britain lunl Hawaii of November 16, 1836, signed at Hono- 
lulu. 

Treaty between France iind Hawaii, signed ut Honolnln, Jnly 12, 1839. 

Treaty between Prance iinil Hawaii, signed at Honolnln, July 17, 1839. 

MeBflMge of the President of Det'embci- 31, 1812. (H. R. Ex. IJoy. No. 35, Tweuty- 
seventli Congress, tliird session.) 

CoDunercial Agent William Huopei'e, No. 22, JIarch 7, 1843. 

Conunercial Agent WUliftni Hooper'B, So. 23, March 11, 1843. 

Commercial Agent William Hooper's, No. 28, August 15, lif43. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Brown. No. 7, March 15, 1843. 

Commerdal Agent Hooper's Ko. 28, August 15, 1843. 

Mr. Brown to Mr. Webster, No. 5, October 26, 1843. 

Mr. Brown to Mr. Webster, No. 6, November 4, 1843. , 

Declaration of Greut Britain andFi'ance relating to independence of islands, London, 
Noveiuber 28, 1843. 

Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Brown, No, 4, January 20, 1845. 

Treaty of peace, amitv, and eomnierce between Friince ami H:iwaii, signed at Hono- 
lnln, March 26, 1846. 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Ten tyck, Angnst 28, 1848. 

Article 6, treaty with France of July 17, 184'J. 

Mr. Ten Fyck to Mr. Buchanan, No. S5, September 3, 1849. 

Mr. Turrill to Mr. Clayton, No. 30, September 4, 1849. 

Treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation between the United States and 
Hawaiian iBlands, concluded at Wnshin^tou 20th December, 1849. 

Messrs. Judd and Jarves to Mr. t:layton, Mav 30, 185U. 

Mr. Clayton to Messrs. Judd and Jarves, June 3, 1850, 

Mr. Clayton to Mr. Rives, No. 15, July 5, 1850. 

Mr. Rives t« Mr. Webster, No. 49, September 12, 1^0. 

Mr. Severance to Mr. Webster, No. 6, March 11, 1851. 

Mr. Webster t-o Mr. Rives, No. 28, June 19, 1851. 

Joint resolution of the nobles and representatives of June 21, 1851 

Mr. Rives to Mr. Webster, No. 95, July 8, 1851. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, No. 4, July 14, 1851. 

Confidential, Mr. Webster to Mr, Severance, Jnly 14, 18G1. 

Mr. Rives to Mr. Webster, No. 97, July 22, 1851. 

Mr. Rives to Mr. Seward, No. 109, October 30, 1851. 

Mr. Marcy to Mr. Mason, No. 3, December 16, 1853. 

Messageof the President of March 3, 1854. 

Treaty of reciprocity, iinperfected, 1855. 

(Bureau of Rolls and Library, Department of State.) 

Mr. McBi-ide to Mr. Seward, No. 9, October 9, 1863, 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McBride, No. 10, January 14, 1864. 

Message of the President^ February 5, 1864. 

Mr. McBride to Mr. Seward, No. 37, September 16, 1864. 

Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward, No. 6. September 3, 1866. 

Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward, private, June 7, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McCook, No. 33, Julv 13, 1867. 

Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward, No. 31, August 5, 186T. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McCook, confidential, September 12, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McCook, No. 36, October 5, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. Spalding, No. 43, July 5, 1868, 

Mr. McCoot to Mr, Seward, No. 54, August 14, 1868, with Bielosure. 

Message of President Johnson, December 9, 18^. 

Mr, Z. S. Spalding to Mr, Spalding, April 14, 1869. 

Mr. McCook and Mr. De Vatigny, notos of conversations, September 14, 1869, andMr, 

McCook and the King. 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fisii, No. 189, Febrnarv 7 1873. 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 190, Pebmarv 10, 1873, 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Pish, No. 191, February 17, 1873. 
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Gen. Seholiekl to Gen. Belkniip, Miiv 8, 1873. • 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fieh, Mo. 241, Felirnnry H, 1874. 
• Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 243, February 17, 1874. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 245, Februiuy ao, 1874. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Pish, No. 291, October 12, 1874. 

Treaty bet\¥eeii tlie United States imd the Haw»ii;m IslandB, ComiuerciHl Reciproc- 
ity, Janiiury 30, 1875. 

Treaty: Protocol of Conference, Soiiteiiiber 9, 1876. (Kntification of Commcroial 
Reciprocity.) 

Mr. Evarta to Mr. Comly, No. 28, August 6, 1878. (See. Foreign Rebitions «f the United 
States, 1878.) 

Mr. Evarts to Mr. Comly, No. 81, November 13, 1880. 

Mr. Blaine to Mr. Comly, No. 102, June 30, 1881. (See Foreign Relations of the United 
States, 1881.) 

Mr. Blaine to Mr.Couily,No.U3,D<cenib.T I, i881. (See Foreign Relations of the 
[Jnited StHtes. 1881.) 

Confidential, Mr. Blaine to Mr. Comly, December 1, 1881. 

Mr. Frelinchuysen to Mr. Daggett, No. 43, DecemberB, 1883. (See Foreign Eolation* 
of tht United States, 1883.) 

Treaty: Hawaiian Islands Siipplewentiiry Convention, December 6, 1884. Reciproc- 
ity and Pearl River Harbor Cession. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 78, September 2, 1886. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. B^ard, Net. 85, October 19, 1886. 

Mr, Hastings to Mr. Bnyard, No. 89, October 28, 1886. 

Mr. Bayard to Mr. Merrill, No. 52, July 12, 1887. (See Foreign Relations of the 
United St:(teB, 1887.) 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 173, Febniarv 24, 1888. (See Foreign Relations of the 
United States, 1888.) 

Treaty: Parcels Post Convention between the United States and the Hawaiian King- 
dom, December It), 1888. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Blaine, No. 255, Angnst 1, 1889. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 46, Frbrnarv 8, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 48, March S", 1892. 

Admiral Brown to the Se.oretiirv of the Navy, September 6, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 74, November 20, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 65, September 14, 1892. 

Capt. Wiltse tfl the .Secretiiry of the Navv, October 12, 1803. 

Capt. Wiltse to the Scereta^ of the Navy, October 20, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 73, October 31, 8892. 

Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navv, November 1, 1892. 

Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navv, November 9, 1892. 

Message of the President, Febmarye, 189'3. Sen. Ex. Doc. No. 45, 52d Cong. 2d sess. 

ADDENDA. 

Treaty of amity, <;onimeree, and imavigafion, iinperfeoteil, 1849, (Bureau of Rolla 

and Library, Department of State.) 
Treaty of reeiprocitv, unpetfected, 1867, (Buroan of Rolls and Library, Deptwt- 

ment of State.) 

SUB,IECT INDEX. 

Annexation to the United States: 

Mr. Severance to Mr. Webster, No. 6, March 11,1851. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, Jnly 4, 1851 (confidential). 

Mr. Maroy to Mr. Maaon, No. 3, December 16, 1853. 

Mr, McCook to Mr. Seward, No, 6, September 3, 1866. 

Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward (private), Jnne 7, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McCoofc, No. 33. Jnly 13, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McCook (confidential), September 12, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. Spalding, No. 42, Jnly 5, 1868. 

Mr. Z. S. SpauldinJt to Mr. Spaiilding, April 14, 1869. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 189, Febmarv 7, 1873. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. FUh, No. 191, Febrnar^' 17, 1873. 

Gen. Sohofield to Geii. Belknap, May 8, 1873. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 46, Febrnary 8, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 48, March 8, 1892. 

Admiral Brown to Secretary of Navy, September 6, 1892. -^ 
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AnnesntioD to the United States — Coutiuued. 

Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of Navy, Oetoher 12. 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 74, Noveiul>er 20, 1892. 

Message of the Pteaident, Fehmarj ti, 1893 (Sen. Ex. Doc. No. 45, Fifty-second 
Congress, second eession). 

See Foreijpi Relations of the United States, 1881. 
Ceseion of territory to the United States; 

Proclajnation of Kamebamelia III of March 10, 1851. 

Mr. Severance to Mr. Wehster, No. 6, March 11, 1851. 

Mr. McBride to Mr. Seward, No. 37, September 16, 1864. 

Mr. MoCook and the King — conversation, September 14, 1869. 
Coolie trade : 

Mr. MoCook to Mr. Seward, No. 54, AuRUSt 14, 1868, with inolosure. 

See Foreign Kelatiousof the United States, 1873, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1885, 1888,1889. 
Declaration of Great Britain and France relative to iudepondence of islands, LoD- 

don, November 28, 1843. 
Hawaiian lalanils; 

Statement of financial, agricultural, social, and political conditions. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No, 74, November 20, 1833. 
Indepeudence of islands; 

Declaration of Great Britain and France, London, November 28, 1843. 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Ten Eyck Angiist 28, 1848. 

Mr. Webster to Mr, Severance, No. 4, Jnlv 14, 1851. 

Mr. Buchajian to Mr. Ten Evok, Auipist ^, 1848. 

Mr. Rives to Mr, Webster, iJo.ffT, Jiilv 23, 1851. 

Mr. Kives to Mr. Seward, No. 109, Oetolwr 30, 1851. 
Japanese reciprocity treaty ; 

Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward, No. 32, Angnst 5, 1867. 
Kalakaaa, King — death of, in the United States — (Foreign Relations United States, 

1891). 
" Lackawanna " {incident} : 

Mr. HcCook to Mr. Seward, No. 31, August 5, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. MoCook, No. 36, October 5, 1867. 

Mr. McCook and Mr.de Variguj— notes of conversations, September 14, 1869, 
And Mr. MeCook and the King. 
Landing of uaval force: 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 241, February 11, 1874. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 243, February 17, 1874. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 245, February 20, 1874. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Blaine, No. 255, August 1, 1889. 
Lilioukalani, Qneeii, aocession of. 

Foreign Kelations of the United States, 1891. 
Liquor tratBc : 

Article 6, treaty with France of July 17, 1849. 

Mr. Evarts to Mr. Comly, No. 81, Nov. 13, 1880. (R^ilik Islands.) 
Message of the President of December 31, 1842 ; 

Honseof Bepresentativea Ex. Doc. No. 35, Twenty-seventh Congress, third session. 

Message of December 9, 1868, annexation. 

Message of December 9, 1868, reciprocity. 
Opi>oaitioii of Great Britain to Anicncan interests : 

Mr. McBride to Mr. Seward, No. 9, October 9, 1863. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McBride, No. 10, January 14, 1864. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 291, October 12, 1874. 

Mr. Evarts to Mr. Coraly, No. 28, August 6, 1878. (See Foreign Relations of the 
United States, 1878.) 

Mr. Blaine to Mr. Comly, No. 102, June 30, 1881. (See Foreign Relations of the 
United States, 1881.) 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 78, September 2, 1886. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 85, October 19, 1886. 

Mr. Hastings to Mr. Bayard, No. 89, Octol>er 28, 1886, (See Foreigu Relations 
of the United States, 1887.) 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 173, February 24, 1888. (See Foreign Relations 
of the United States, 1888,) 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 65, September 14, 1893. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 72, October 30, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 74, November 30, 1892. (See Foreign Relations of 
the United States, 1878, 1887, 1888.) 
Pearl Elver Harbor — 
■ Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 190, February 10, 1873. 
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Pearl River Hiirbor — Cotitiuned. 

GeDcnil Scholield to Geiienil Bclkiiap, May 8. 1873, report. 

Supplejiieiitiirv convention, Decciiiber 6, 1S84. 

Mr. Mtrrill to Mr. Barard, No. 173, Feliruarv 24, 1888, (See Foreigu Relatione 

of tlie Uniteit Statics, 1888.) 
See Foreign Eelationa of the United Stateg, 188H. 
Policy of tlie Xhiited States — 

Piwident's Message Deeemlier 31, 1842. (H. R. Es. Dot. "No, ^5, Twenty-seventh 

Congress, Third Bcaaion.) 
Mv. Webster to George BTOwn, ^o. 7, March 1.^, 1843. 
Mr. Brown to Mr. Welistcr, No. 5, October 26, 1843. 
Mr. Brown to Sir, Weliater, No, 6, Novenilwr 4, 1S13. 
Mr. Webster to Mr. Sever»nc:e, So, 4, Jnly 14, 1851. 
Confidential, Mr. Webster to Mr. Severanee, July U, 1851. 
Mr. MeUride to Mr. Sewai-d, No. 9, October 9, IMS. 
Mr. McCook to Mr. Sewanl, No. 6. Septcnilier 3, 1866. 
Mr. Blaine to Mr. Coinly, No, 113, Deeemljer 1, 1881. (See Foreign Relations of 

the United Stiites, 1881.} 
Confidentjnl, Mr. Bliuoe to Mr, Comlv, December 1, 1881. 

Mr. Ftelinghtivseii to Mr. Diiggett, No. 42, December «, 1883. (See Foreign Re- 
latione of the United States, 1883.) 
Hawaiian-Samoan Convention. (See Foreign Ueltitions of tlie United States, 

1887.) 
Mr. B!ivHr<l to Mr. MerriU, No, 52, July 12, 1887. (Sec Foreign Relations of the 

United States, 1887.) 
Mr. Stevens lo Mr. Kl.iine, No. 48, March 8, 1892. 
Message of the Pi'esideuf, February 6, 18SI3. (Sen. Kx. Doc. No. 45, Fifty -second 

Congre-w, second session.) 
See Foreign Relations of the U'nited States, 1881, 1883, 1888. 
Presents sent to tlie chietk of the islands: 

Estraet of letter to William Kolton Fiiioh, U. S. S. nNteniitrs, 20th .lanuar;., 1829. 
Protectiou of foreigners ; 

Letter to the Secretary of the Niivv from Thomas ap Catesbv Jones, December 

&, 1826. Extract. 
B«ciproeity— 

Unperfci'ted treaty of 1855. (Bureau of Rolls ami Librarv, Department of State.) 

McHKiige of the President Februarv 5, 1864. 

Mr. MeCook to Mr, Kewiiril. priviite, June 7, 1867. 

Mr. MeCook to Mr. Seward, So. 31, Aujj;iist 6. 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. MirCook, coniidentiia, September 12, 1867. 

Mr. Sen-iird to Mr. McCook, No, 36, October .5, 1867, 

Unperfec-ted treaty of 1867 (Bnretiii of RoIIh and Library, Department of State). 

Mr. Z. S. Spalding to Mr. Spalding, Ai.ril 14, 1869, 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 189, February 7. 1873. 

Mr. Pierce U- Mr. Fish, No. 190, Februan- 10, 1873. 

Mr, Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 191, Febru.iiT 17, 1873. 

Gen. Schofleld to Gen. Belknap, Mav 8, 1873. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Pish, No. 291, October 12, 1874. 

Tre.ity of Januarj- 30, 1875. 

Protocol of Conference, September 9, 1876. 

Mr. Evarto to Mr. Coudy, No. 28, Augiist 6, 1878. Favored Nation clause. (See 

Foreign Relations of the United Slates. 1878). 
Mr. Blaine to Mr. C<)mlv, No. 102. June 30, 1881. Construction of the treaty. 

(See Foreign Relations of the United States, 1881). 
Snpjdementjiry Convention. December 6, 1884, 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No, 46, February 8, 1893, revision. 
See Foreign Relations of the United States, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1879, 1881, 

1887. 
Restoration of the islands in 1843 — 

Commercial Agent Hooper's No, 28, August 15, 1843, 
Mr. Brfiwn to Mr. Webster, No. 5, October 26, 1843. 
Mr. Brown to Mr. Webster, No. 6; November 4, 1843. 
Revolution, organized partv for — 

Mr, Stevens to Mr, Blaine, No. 48, Mareli 8, 1892, 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 65, September 14, 1893. 
Political situation — 

Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navy, October 20, 1892. 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 72, Oetober'31, 1892. 
Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary ol the Navy, November 1, 1893. 
Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navy, November 9, 1892. 
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Seizure of the isliinds by the British in 1843 — 

Commercial Agent Wm. Hooper's No. 32, March 7, 1S43. 
, Commercial Agent Wm. Hooper's No. 23, March 11, 1843. 
Commerciul Agent Wm. Holder's Ku. 28, Auguat 15, 1843. 
Message of the President of March 3, 1854. 
Seizure ofislands by the French in 1849—- 

Mr. Ten Kyck to Mr. liudmnai). No. 55, September 3. 1849. 
Mr. Turrill to Mr. Clayton, No. 30, September 4, 1849. 
Messrs. .Iiidd and Jarvea to Mr. Clayton, May 30, 1850. 
Mr. Clayton to MfcHsia. Judd and Jarvea, June 3, 1850. 
Mr. Clayton to Mr. Rives, No. 15, JuIt 5, 1850. 
Mr. Hives to Mr. Webster, No. 49, September 12, 1850. 
Mr. Severance to Mr. Webster, No. 6, March 11, 1851. 
Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, No. i, July 14, 1861. 
Mr. Webater to Mr. Rives, No. aS, Juue 19, 1851. 
Joint Resolution of the nobles and representatives of June 21, 1851. 
Mr. Hives to Mr. Webster, No. 95, July 8, 1851. 
Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, No. 4, Julv 14, 1851. 
Mr, Eives to Mr. Weliater, No. 97, July 22, 1851. 
Mr. Rives to Mr. Soward, No. 109, October 30, 1851. 
Treaty of frieudship, commerce, and navigation between the I'nited States and 

tho Sandwich Islands, signed at Honolulu, December 23, 1826. 
Treaty between Great Britain and Hawaii of November 16, 1836, signed at Honolulu. 
Treaty between l''rance anil Hawaii, signed nt Honolulu July 12, 1839. 
Treaty between France and Hawaii, .sign eil at Honolulu July 17, 1839. 
Treaty of puuoe, auiity, aud commerce between Frnnte and Hawaii, signed at 

Honolulu March, 26, 1846. 
Treaty of friendship, commerce, aud navigation between the United States and 

Hawaiian Islands, concluded at Wasliinjtton, December 20, 1849. 
Treaty of reciprocity, unperfecf«il, 1855. (Burean ()f RoHs and Library, Depart- 
ment of State. 
Treaty, unperfected treatj- of reciprocity, 1867. {Bureau of Rolls aud Library, 

Departmeut of State.) 
Treaty between United States, and the Hawiiiian Islands, Commercial Reciprocity, 

January 30, 1875. 
Treaty; Protocol of Conference, September 9, 1876. RutiHcation of Commercial 

Reciprocity. 
Treaty, Hawaiian Islands. Sttpplemontary ConvenHon, December 6, 1884. Reci- 
procity and Pearl River Harbor Cession. 
Treaty, Parcels Post Convention between the United States aud the Hawaiian King- 
dom, December 19, 1888. 
Visit of King Kalflkaua: 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 291, October 12, 1874. 
Wiley ease: 

Proceedings on appeal from judgment of the inferior court. Mr. Calhoun to Mr. 
Brown, No. 4, January 20, 1845. 



Bibliography. Foreign Relations of the United Stjvtes, volumes from 1871 to 1891; 
lutwnational Law Digest, Wharton: Treaties and Conventions between the 
United States and other Powers, 1776 to 1887; Treaties and Conventions of 
Uie Kingdom of Hawaii, Honolnltt, 1875; History Hawaiian Islands, Jarves, 
4th ed„ with Appendix, Honolulu, 1872; Honolulu Directory and Historical 
Sketch of the Sandwich Islands, hy C. C. Bennett, Honolulu, 1889; Hono- 4 

luln Sketches of Life in the Hawaiian Islands, 1828-1861. by Laura Fish 
Judd, wiUi Appen<iix, New York, 1880; Hawaiian Islands, Anderson, Boston, 
1864; Sandwichlslands, Stewart, Boston, 1839: Sandwich Island Notes, Bates 
(A. Haole), New York, 1854. ( Histories by Dibble, Bingham, Nordhoff, Chaney, 
and Miss Bird are mentioned, but have not been consulted.) Printed Con- 
fessional DoQumenta: Forty-fourth Congress, flrst session, Houqe Report No. 
116, Parts 1 and 2; Forty-seventh ConcTees, second session. House Report 
Ho. 1860, Parts 1 and 2; Forty-seventn Congress, second session. Senate 
Report 1013; Forty-eighth Congress, first session, Senate Report No. 76; 
Forty-ninth Congress, tirst session. House Report No. 1759; Forty-ninth 
Congress, second session. House Ex. Doc. No. 130; Forty-ninth Congress, 
second session. House Report No. 4177; Filty-firBt Congress, second session, 
House Report No. 3422; Fi^tj-fiist Congress, second session, House Report 
No. 3774; Fifty-first Congress, first session, House Report No. 627; Fifty- 
first Congress, flrst session, House Mia. Doc. 114; Fifty -second Congress, 
first session. Senate Ex. Doc. No. 27; Fifty-second Congress, second-aession. 
Senate Mis. Doc. No. 37. /- i 
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Treaty of Friendship, Commerce^ and Xdrigatioti, hetireen The United 
States and tlie Sandwich Islands, siijned at Honoltilu, December 33, 
1836. 

Articles of agreemeiit uiade and concluded at Oaliu, between Tbomas 
ap Catesby Joues, appointed by tlie United States, of tlie one part, 
and Kauikeaouli, King of the Sandwich Islands and liis ^ardiaus, 
on the other part. - " 

Article I. Tlie peace and friendship subsisting between the United 

States and theic Majesties, the (Jueen liegent and Kauikea^mli, King of 

tlie Sandwich Islands, and tlieir subjects and people, are hereby con- 

firmed and declared to be perj>etual. 

II. The ships and vessels of the United States (as well as their con- 
suls and all other citizens), within the territorial jurisdiction of the 
Sandwich Islands, together with all their property, shall be inviolably 
protected against all enemies of the United States in time of war. 

III. The contracting i>aities, being desirous to avail themselves of the 
bounties of Divine Providence, by promoting the commercial intercourse 
and friendship snbsisting between the I'espectivenations; forthe better 
security of these desirable objects, their Majesties bind themselves to 
receive into their ports and harboni-s, all ships and vessels of the United 
States, and to protect to the utmost of their capacity all snch ships and 
vessels, Iheir cargoes, oflQcei-s, and crews, so long as they shall behave 
themselves peacefully, and not infringe the established laws of the land ; 
the citizens of the tfnited States being permitted to trade freely with 
the people of tbe Sandwich Islands. 

IV. Thefr M^esties do further agree to extend the fullest protection 
within their control to all ships and vessels of the United States which 
may be wrecked on their shores, and to render every assistance in their 
power to save the wreck and her apparel and cargo; and, as a reward 
for the assistance and protection which the i)eopIe of the Sandwich 
Islands shaU afford to all such distressed vessels of th* United States, 
they shall be entitled to a salvage or a portion of the property so saved; 
but such salvage shall in no case exceed one-third of the vessel saved, 
which valuation is to be fixed by a commis^^ion of disinterested persons, 
who shall be chosen equally by the parties. 

V. (Jitizens of the United States, whether resident or transit, engaged 

in commerce or trading to the Sandwich' Islands, shall be invioltu)ly ; 

protected in their lawful pursuits, and shall be allowed to sue for and 
recover by judgment all claims against the subjects of His Majesty the '. 

King according to strict principles of equity and the acknowledged 
prEicttce of civilized nations. - 

VI. Their Majesties do further agiee and bind themselves to dis- 
countenance and use all practicable means to prevent desertion from 

all American ships which visit the Sandwich Islands; and to that end .\ 

it shall be made the duty of all governors, magistrates, chiefs of dis- ' j 

tricts, and all others in authority, to apprehend all deserters and to .f, 

deliver them over to the master of the vessel from which they have /; 

31 ,,, ■;..^^; 
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deserted; and for the appreliension of every such deserter who shall 
be delivered over as atbresaid, the master, owner, or agent shall pay to 
the person or persons apprehending such deserter the snrn of 6 dollars, 
if taken on the side of the island near which the vessel is anchored; 
but if taken on the opposite side of the island the sum shall be 12 dol- 
lars, and if taken on any other island the reward shall be 24 dollars, 
and shall be a just charge against the wages of every sueh deserter. 

VII. No tonnage dues or impost shall be exacted of any citizen of 
the United States whicli is not paid by the citizens or subjects of the 
nation most fevored in commerce with the Sandwich Islands; and the 
citizens or subjects of the Sandwich Islands shall be allowed to trade 
with tlie United States and her territories upon principles of equal 
advantage with the most tavored nation. 

Done in council at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, this 23rd day of De- 
cember, in the year of our Lord 1826. 

Thos. Ap Catesby Jones. 
Elisabbta Kaamumanu. 
Karaimoku. 

BOKI. 

HOAPILI. 

LiDIA SaMAHANA. 



[Froia Joiiea, December 25, 1826, iliited H.inoIiilii.J 

Says that the state of a£F;iirs in regard to foreigners being protected 
is in a bad condition and that his services are really required at the 
islands to protect the seamen. 

"On the 23d instant I couchided some arrangements with the Gov- 
ernment of these islands calculated to secure our interest in this quarter 
and suppress the evils which have hitherto existe<l. I have also secured 
satisfaetery pledges for the speedy iiaymeut of the large claims held by 
American citizens against the islanders. In short, I hoi>© it will be 
proved that the Peacock's visit to the Sandwich and Society Islands 
has in some degree accomplished the main object of the cruise." 



[To Wm. Bolton Finch, U. S. 8. nweewnM, January 20, 1829.] 

" Chaplain Stewart has in his care and will deliver to you a letter to 
King Kamehameha, a few presents from our Government to the princi- 
pal chiel^ of the Sandwich Islands. Yon will deliver tliem to the persons 
for whom they are intended. 

" Bemain from two to three weeks, or as long as shall be thought 
expedient for careful to cultivate the most friendly relations and to 
procure from our consular and commercial agent or from other sources 
every information respecting our commercial and other interests which 
may be practicable." 

Instructions to reclaim deserting sailors, and to make inquiries into 
the state of our commerce, etc. 

[No mention made of the treaty of December 23, 1826,] 
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{3) English treaty of Lord Edward Russell, Novemher 16, 1836. 

Articles made aud agreed ou at Honolulu, island of Oahu, the IGtli of 
November, 1836. 

Article I, Euglisli subjects sliall be i>erinitted to come with their 
vessels, and property of whatever kiud, to the Sandwich Islands; they 
shall also be permitted to reside therein, as long as they conform to the 
laws of these islands, and to build houses, and warehouses for their 
mevcLandise, with the consent of tlie King; and good friendship shall 
eoutinue between the subjects of both countries. Great Britain and the 
Sandwich Islands. 

Article II. English subjects, resident at the Sandwich Islands, are 
at liberty to go to their own country, or elsewhere, either in their own 
or any other vessel; they may dispose of their effects, enclosures, 
houses, &c., with the previous knowledge of the King, and take the 
value with them, without any impediment whatever. The land on 
which houses are built is the property of the King, but the King shall 
have no authority to destroy the houses, or in any way injure the 
property of any British subject. 

Article 111. When an English subject dies on the Sandwich 
Islands, his effects shall not be searched or touched by any of the 
governors or chiefs, but shall be delivered into the hands of his exec- 
utors or heirs, if present; but if no heir or executor appear, the consul 
or his ageut sbsUI be executor for the same; if any debts were owing to 
the deceased, the governor of the place shall assist and do all in his 
power to compel the debtors to pay their debts to the heirs or executor, 
or the consul, in case no heir or executor appears, and the consul is to 
inform the King of the death of every British subject leaving property 
upon the Sandwich Islands. 

Kamehameha III. 

Edward Eussel, 

Captain of H. B. M. S. Acteon. 



Treaty concluded July IS, 1339, between the King of the Sandwich Islands ■. I 

and Oapt. Laplace, commanding the French frigate Artemise, acUng in ,i 

the name of the King of the French. ■'/; 

Article 1. The Catholic worship is declared free in all the islands ■i'', 

subject to the King of the Sandwich (Islands); the memhers of that ■; 

communion will enjoy there all the privileges granted to Protestants. ,'^ 

Art. 2. A piece of ground for a Catholic church will be granted by "J 

the Government at Hohorourou, a port frequented by the French, and -.^ 

that Church will be served by priests of their nation. „/^ 

Akt, 3. All the Catholics imprisoned on account of their religion -.f 

since the last persecutions exercised against the French missionaries ,j^* 

will be immediately set at liberty. '4 

Art. 4. The King of the Sandwich (Islands) will deposit in the hands 

of the captain of the Art^mise the sum of twenty thousand dollars as a 

guarantee of his future conduct towards France, the Government of 

which will restore him tliis sum when it shall deem that the clauses of 

S. Ex. 77 3 
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this treaty and those of the eouveiition concluded witli Captain Dupetit- 
Thouara in July, 1837, have been faithfully executed. 

Art. 5, The treaty, together with the sum mentioned above, will be 
brought ou board the frigate Artemise by one of the principal chiefs of 
the country, aud, at the same time, the batteries of ITonorouiou wiil 
salute the French flag with twenty-one guns, which will be returned by 
the frigate. 
Made and signed between the contracting parties July 12, 18311. 
Kamehameha III. 
C. Laplace, 
Commanding the Artemise. 



Gonvention concluihd July ]7, JS39, hettreen the King of the Sandwh-k 
Islirnds, Kamehameha III, and Captain LapUtee, commanding the 
French frigate Artemise, riyprenevtihg his Oovemment. 

Article 1. There shall be i>ei*petual i>eace and frifiidwliii) between 
the King of the French and the King of the Sandwich Islands. 

Aht. a. Frenchmen sliall be protected in an efflcient manner, in 
their i)ersons and property, by the King of the iSaudwieh Islands, who 
will also grant them the necessary permission to jprosecnte those of his 
subjects against whom they may haw just claims. 

Art,;!, Such protection shall extend to French vessels, their crews 
and their officers. In ease of shipwreck, the chiefs and inhabit- 
ants of the various parts of tlie archipelago must lend them assistamte 
and protect them from pillage. The salvage dues will be settled, in 
case of difficulty, by umpires appointed by both paities. 

Art. 4. No Frenchman accused of any crime can be tried other- 
wise than by a jury composed of foreign residents, proposed by the 
consul of France and accepted by the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands. 

Art, 5, The desertion of sailors employed on boaid the French ves- 
sels will be severely repressed by the local authorities, who must em 
ploy every means at their command to liave the deserters arrested ; and 
the expenses of cai)ture will be paid by the caxitains or owners of the 
said vessels, in accordance with the taritt' adopted by tlie nations. 

Aet. B. French goods, or those recognized as being of French origin, 
and especially wines and brandies, can not be prohibited, nor pay an 
import duty of more than Ave per cent ad valorem. 

Art. 7. No tonnage or import duties can be required of French mer- 
chants, unless they are paid by the subjects of the most favored nation 
in its commerce with the Sandwich Islands. 

Art. 8. The subjects of King Kamehameha III shall be entitled, iu 
the French Possessions, to all the advantages enjoyed by the French 
in the Sandwich Islands, and they shall be considered, moreover, as 
belonging to the most favored nation, as regards its commercial rela- 
tions with France. 

Made aud signed between the contracting parties, July 17, 1839, 
Kamehameha III. 
0. Laplace, 
Captain, Commanding the Artemise. 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS AND CHINA. 

Message J'rom Ihe I'rcsideul of the Uaiieil States, respecting the trade and 
commerce of the Umled Uttites with the Sunitwich Islands and iritk dip- 
lomatic intttrcoiirae tcith their Qovernment ; aim t» relation to the new 
position of affairs it* China, groiriiiit out of the late war between Oreat 
Britain and China, and recommending prorisioufor a diplomatic a^ent, 

Decembki; 31, 1M42.— Referreil to tlie Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

To the Hovse of Representatives of the United States: 

I <;onimniiicate herewith to Coiigreisa copies of a con-espimdence whicb 
Ima recently taken place between cei'tain agents of tlie Governiaent of 
the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands and the Secretaiy of State. 

The conditioo of those islands has excited a good deal of interest^ 
which is increasing by every successive proof that their inhabitants 
are making progress in civilization, and becoming more and more com- 
l>eteut to maintain regular and orderly civil government. They lie in 
the Pacific Ocean, much neiu'er to this continent than the other, and 
have become an imi>oi'tant place for the relitinent and provisioning of 
American and European vessels. 

Owing to their locality and to tlie coarse of the winds wliich prevail 
in this quarter of the world, the Sandwich Islands are the stopping- 
[ place for almost all vessels paHsing fcoia contiiient to continent, across 

I the Paeific Ocean. They ai-e especially resorted to by a great number 

I of vessels of the United States, which are engaged in the whale flsliery ■ 

^ in those seas. The number of vessels of all sorts, and the amount of 

I property owned by citizens of tlie United States, wliich are found in 

those islands in the course of a year, are stated, probably with sufficient 
accuracy in the letter of the agents. 
Just emerging from a state ofbarbarism, theGovemment of the islands 
i is as yet feeble; but its dispositions appear to be just and pacific, and 

it seems anxious to improve the condition of its people, by the intro- 
duction of knowledge, of religions and moral institutions, means of 
education, and the arts of civilized life. 

It can not but be in conformity with the interest and wishes of the 
Government ami the people of the United States that this community 
thus existing in the midst of a vast expanse of ocean should be re- 
spected, and all its rights strictly and conscientiously regarded. And 
this must also be the true interest of all other commercial states. Far 
remote from the dominions of Euroijean Powers, its gi'owth and pros- 
perity as an independent state may yet be in a high degree useful to 
all whose trade is extended to those regions, while its near approach 
to this continent, and the intercourse which American vessels have with 
it — such vessels constituting five-sixths of all which annually visit it — 
could not but create dissatisfaction on tlie part of the United States at 
any attempt by another jiower, should such attempt be threatened or 
feared, to take possession of the islands, colonize them, and subvert the 
native Government. Considering, therefore, that the United States 
possesses so very large a share of tlie intercourse with those islands, it 
is deemed not unfit to make the declaration that their Government 
seeks nevertheless no peculiar advantages, no exclusive control over 
the Hawaiian Government, but is content with its independent exist- 
ence, aiid anxiously wishes for its security and prosperity. Its forbear- 
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ance in this ri^spcct, under the circumstances of the very large inter- 
■courae of their citizens with the islands, would justify the Government, 
should events hereafter arise, to require it, in making a decided remon- 
strance agaiuist the adoption of an oi)posite i>olicy by any other power. 
Under the circumstances, I recommend to Congress to provide for a 
moderate allowance to he made out of the Treasury to the consul resid- 
ing there, tliat in a Government so new and a country so remote 
American citizens may liave respectable authority t« which to apply 
for redress, in case of injury to their i)er8on and property, and to whom 
the Government of the country may also make known any acts com- 
mitt-ed by American citizens of which it may think it has a right to 
complain. 

Events of considerable importiince have recently transpired in China. 
The military oi^ra^tions carried on against the Empire by the English 
Govemmeiit have be«n terminated by a treaty according to the terms 
of which four impovtant ports hitherto shut against foreign commerce 
are to be open to British merchants, vh, Amoy, Foo-Choo-Foo, Ningpo, 
and Cliinghai. It can not but be interesting to tlie mercantile interest 
of the United States, whose interconrse with China at the single port 
of Canton has already become so consideiable, to ascertain whether 
these other ports now open to British commerce are to remain shut, 
nevertheless, against the commerce of the United States, The treaty 
between the Chinese Government and tlie British commissioner pro- 
vides neither for tlie admission nor the exclusion of the ships of other 
nations. It would seem, therefore, that it remains with every other 
nation having commercial intercourse with Cliina to seek to make 
proper arrangements for itself with the Government of that Empire in 
this respect. 

The imiwrtationM into tlie United States from China are known to be 
large, having amonntcd in 8()me veais, as will be seen by the annexed 
tables, to *9,«00,(ltH». The exports, too, from tlie United States to China, 
constitute an interesting and growing part of the commerce of the 
country. It appears that in the year 1841, in tlie direct trade between 
the two countries, the value of the exports from the United States 
amounted to $715,000 in domestic products and $485,000 in foreign 
merchandise. Biit the whole amount of American produce which 
finally reached China and is there consumed is not comprised in these 
tables, which show only the dii-ect trade. Many vessels witli American 
products on board sail with a primary destination to other countries, 
but ultimately dispose of more or less of their cargoes in the port of 
Canton. 

The peculiarities of the Chinese Government and the Chinese char- 
acter are well known. An Empire supposed to contain 300,000,000 
of subjects, fertile in various rich products of the earth, not without the 
knowledge of letters and of many arts, and with large and expensive 
accommodations for internal intercourse and traffic, has for ages sought 
to exclude the visits of strangers and foreigners from its dominions, 
and has assumed for itself a superiority over all other nations. Events 
appear likely to break down and soften this spirit of nonintercourse, 
and to bring China ere long into the relations which usually subsist 
between civilizetl States. She has agreed, in the treaty with England, 
that correspondence between the agents of the two Governments shall 
be on equal terms — a concession which it is hardly probable will here- 
after be withheld from other nations. 

It is true that the cheapness of labor among the Chinese, their inge- 
nuity in its application, and the fixed character of their habits and 
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pursuits may discotirage the hope of the opeuing of any great and 
sudden demand for the tabrics of other countries; but experience 
proves that the productions of Western nations find a market, to some 
extent, among the Chinese; that that maiket, so fai- as respects the 
productions of the United States, although it has considerably varied 
in successive seasons, has on the whole more than doubled within tlie 
last ten years; and it can hardly be doubted that the opening of sev- 
eral new and important ports, connected with parts of the Kmpire here- 
tofore seldom visited by Europeans or Americans, would exercise a 
favorable influence upon the demand for such products. 

It is not understood that the immediate establishment of corre- 
spondent embassies and missions, or the permanent residence of diplo- 
matic functionaries, with full powers, of each country, at the court of 
the other, is contemplated between England and China, although, as 
has been already observed, it has been stipulated that intercourse be- 
tween tlie two countries shall hereafter be on equal terms. An am- 
bassador or envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary can 
only be accredited, according to the usages of western nations, to the 
hea^i or sovereign of tlie- state. And it may be douUful whether the 
court of Pekin is yet prepared to conform to these usages so far as to 
receive a minister plenipotentiary to reside near it. 

Being of opinion, however, that tlie commercial interests of the 
United States, connected with China, require at the present moment a 
degree of attention and vigilance such as there is no agent of this Gov- 
ernment on the spot to bestow, I recommend to Congress to make ap- 
propriation (oi the compensation of a commissioner to reside in China, 
to exercise a watchful care over the concerns of American citizens and 
for the protection of their persons and property; empowered to hold 
intercourse with the local authorities, and ready, under instructions 
from his Government, should siich instructions become necessary and 
proper hereafter, to address himself to the high functionaries of the 
Empire, or through them to tlie Emperor himself. 

It will not escape the observation of Congress tliat, in order to secure 
the important objects of any such measure, a citizen of much intelli- 
gence and weight of character sliould be employed on such agency; 
and that, to secure the services of such au iutUvidual, a compensation 
should be made corresponding with tlie magnitude and importance of 
the mission. 

John Tyler. 

Washington, December 30, 1843. ' 



Mesurs. Richards and Hnalilio to the /Secretary of State. 

Washington, December 14, 1842. 

Sir: The undersigned having been duly commissioned by His Maj- 
esty Kamehameha III, King of all the Hawaiian Islands, to represent 
his Government and promote its interests in the United States, wish 
to call the attention of your Government to the existing relations be- 
tween the two countries. 

In the year 1826 articles of agreement, in the form of a treaty, were 
entered into between His Majesty's Government andThomas ap Cates- 
by Jones, commanding the United States sloop of war Peacock. His- 
M^esty has never received any notice of that treaty's being ratifled, 
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nor mtimatioQ that it was approved by the Government of the United 
States. Hia Majesty lias, nevertheless, during tlie last sixteeii years, 
governed liimself by the regulations of that treaty in all his intercourse 
with citizens of tlie United States, 

Subsequently to the above similar forms of agreement have been 
entered into between His Maiiesty and officers commanding vessels of 
■war of different nations of Europe; but, so far as is known to the un- 
dersigned, those agreements have never received the sanction of their 
several Governments. 

These facts, viewed in connection with their attendant circumstances, ' 

have led His Mtyesty to feel considerable embarrassment in managing ' 

his foreign relations, and have awakened the very strong desire that his 
Kingdom shall be formally acknowledged by the civilized nations of the 
world as a sovereign and independent Bt-ate. 

His Majesty considers that this acknowledgment has already been 
tacitly but virtually made, both in the United States and Europe, by the 
appointment of consuls and commercial agents to reside in his domin- 
ions and by the formal manner in which the commanders of national 
vessels have transacted business with hiui, many of whom have profess- 
edly acted under the express instructions of tlieir several Governments. 
But he is nevertlieless of opinion that the time has now arrivctl when 
both the interests and the honor of his Kingdom demand a more formal 
acknowledgment than has hitherto been made by any foreign gov- 
ernment, ft is His Ufajesty's request tliat the Government of the 
Uuited States will take into consideration the nature. ext«nt, and the 
rapidity of those changes which have taken plaii'e in his dominions dur- 
ing the last few years — changes which he lias the happiness to believe 
are honorable both to his Government and to the people over whom it 
rules. 

Twenty-three years ago the nation had no written language and no 
character in which to write it. The language had never been systema- 
tized nor reduced to any kind of form. The people had no acquaint- 
ance with Christianity nor with the valuable institutions or iisages of 
civilized life. The nation hiul no tixed form or regulations of govern- 
ment, except as they were dictated by those who were in authority or 
might by any means a<^quire power. The right of pro])erty was iiot ac- 
knowledged, and was therefore but partially enjoyed; there were no 
courts of justice and the will of the cliieftains was absolute. The pn)p- 
erty of foreigners had no protection except in the kind dis^wsition of 
Individuals. But unrer the fostering influence, patronage, and care of 
His Ma^jesty and of his predecessors the language has been reduced 
to visible and systematized tbrm and is now written by a large and re- 
spectable proportion of the people. Schools have been established 
throughout his dominions and are supported principally by the Gov- 
ernment, and there are but few among the younger people who are 
unable to read. They have now, in their own language, a library, em- 
bracing a considerable variety of books on a variety of subjects. Includ- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, works ou natural history, civil history, church 
history, geography, political economy, mathematics, and statute law, 
besides a number of elementai-y books. A regular monarchical Gov- 
ernment has been organized, of a limited and representative character, 
a translation of the constitution of which we herewith transmit. A 
code of laws, both civil and criminal, has been enacted and published. 

The legislature holds an annual meeting, for the purpose of adding 
to and amending this code. Courts of Justice have been established 
and regular trials by jury reqnired in all imi>ortaut cases. Foreigu^s 
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of different uiitioiis have testified their coiiftdence in these courts by 
bringing suits in case^ where many thousands of dollars' worth of 
property was involved, and thiit, t^Ki, in case*) when, with but very 
short delay, they could have been carried before the uouits of other 
countries. 

It has, moreover, been the uniform practice of tMtisuls and commer- 
eial agents, resident in His Majjesty's dominions, and also of all com- 
manders of national'vessels visiting those dominions, to demand all 
that proteetion. both of jtersona and property, wliieh is demanded of 
sovereign and independent States, and tliis His Majesty believes has 
been duly and efficiently extended. While, therefore, all is demanded 
of his Government, and all is rendered by it which is demanded of or 
rendered by the govcrnniexits of sovereign and independent states, he 
feels that he has a right to espeet his st^ate to bo acknowledged as 
snch, and thus be fonnally received into the general conipivct of sov- 
ereign nations. In the request which His Miijjesty hereby makes to 
the Government of the United Stiites, lie has of com-se tor his direct 
()l)iect the promotion of the interest of his own .Kingdom, but lie is also 
very fully convinced that the important intei-ests of all the great com- 
niei'(;ial nations will also lie niatorially subserved by his dominions re- 
maining, as they have hitherto been, iudepcsndent. 

Their position is such that they constitntc the great center of the 
w hale flsheiy for most of the world. They are. on the principal line of 
c'oniinunicatiou between the western continent of America and the east- 
ern continent of Asia; and such are the pTevailing winds on that ocean 
that all vessels rei|uiring n^pairs or supjilies, eitlier of provisions or of 
water, naturally touch at those islands, wliether the vessels sail from 
(JoinmbiaBiver on the north, or from the far distaiht ports of Mexico, 
Central America, or I'em, upon the south; and it should be further 
added, tliat there is no other place in all that jiart of the I'aciftc Ocean 
where repairs of vessels can be made to so good an a^lvantage, or sup- 
lilies be obtained in sucli abundance, and on so favorable terms. 

His Majesty wishes also to remind the Government of the United 
States that the amount of property belonging to their citizens, which 
is either lauded at or enters the various harbors or roadsteads of his 
dominions, and is «>iise(inently more or less dependent on the protec- 
tion of his Government, can not be less than from five to seven millions 
of dollars annually. This i>roperty lies in some 9(t or 100 whaling 
ships and tlieii' cargoes, and in some 12 or 15 mer(;liant \es8els, besides 
also a eousiderable amouTit of other proi>erty belonging to American 
citizens on shore. At some seasons there have been not less than three 
or four millions of dollars worth of American property, and some 1,400 
American citizens at the same time, at the various ports of the islands, 
rciiHiring constantly, in some degree, the protection of His Majesty; 
and he has the happiness of believbig that eflicient and satisfactory 
ai<l has always been extendeil to those who have required it. In evi- 
dence corroborative of many of the facts herein st^ated, the undersigned 
do not hesitate to refer to documentary evidence, which they believe 
must be among the pajwrs in your Department of State, recently fur- 
nished by masters of national vessels, but more especially lay the United 
States commercial agent at Honolulu, 

His Majesty is also desirous that there should be a definite arrange- 
ment for the settlement of any future difficulties which may unhappily 
arise and which, between sovereign and independent nations, would 
ordinarily be the subject of diplomatic correspondence. To carry into 
effect these desirable objects the undersigned are authorized by His 



lostcdbyV^OOgle 



40 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

Majesty Kamehameha HI to euter into negotiation with tlie authori- 
ties of the United States, by convention, tieaty, or otherwise, whenever 
the latter shall acknowledge the sovereignty of the former; and aa evi- 
dence that the undersigned are thiis authorized, they are prepared to 
present ofQcial papers from His Majesty whenever the way is open for 
them to be received. 

The undersigned will further state that they are directed to proceed 
irom the United States to Europe for the purpose of obtaining from 
some of the principal governments there the same acknowledgments 
which it is the object of this letter to obtain from the Government of 
the United States. 

Accept, sir, tlie assurances of the high consideration with which the 
undersigned have the honor to be your obedient servants, 

TiMOTEO HAALILIO. 

William Richauds. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, 

Secretary of Stale. 



The Secretary of State to the ngentu of the Sandwich Islands. 

Depabtmbht op State, 

Waskington, Decetnber 19, 1842. 

GENTLBME^f : I havc received the letter which you did me the honor 
to address to me, under date of the 14th instant, stating that you had 
been commissioned to represent iu the United States the Government 
of the Hawaiian Islands, inviting the attention of this Government to 
the relations between the two countries, and intimating a desire for a 
recognition of the Hawaiian Government by that of the United States. 

Tour communication has been laid before the President, and by hiin 
considered. 

The advantages of your country to the navigators in the Pacific, and 
in particular to the numerous vessels and vast tonnage of the United 
States frequenting that sea, are fully estimated ; and just acknowletlg- 
ments are due to the Government and inhabitants of the islands tV»r 
their numerous acts of hospitality to the citizens of the United States. 

The United States have regarded the existing authorities in the Sand 
wich Islands as a Government suited to the condition of the people, and 
resting on their own choice; and the President is of opinion that the 
interests of all the commercial nations require that that Government 
should not be interfered with by foreign powers. Of the vessels which 
visit the islands, it is known that a great majority belong to the United 
States. The United States, therefore, are more interested in the fate 
of the islands, and of their Government, than any other nation can J)e; 
and this ('onsideration induces the President to be quite willing to de- 
clare, as the sense of the Government of the United States, that the 
Government of the Sandwich Islands ought to be respected; that no 
power ought either to take possession of the islands as a conquest, or 
for the purpose of colonization, and that no power ought to seek for any 
undue control over the existing Govemm3nt, or any exclusive privi- 
leges or preferences in matters of commerce. 

Entertaining these sentiments, the President does not see any pres- 
ent necessity for the negotiation of a formal treaty, or the appointment 
or reception of diplomatic characters. A consul or agent fi-om this 
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Government will continue to reside in tlie islandw. He will receive 
particular instructions to pay just ajid careful attention to any claims 
or complaints which maybe bronght against the Government or people 
of the islands by citizens of the United StateS; and he will also be in- 
structed to receive any complaint which may be made by that Govern- 
ment for acts of individuals (citizens of the United States) on account 
of which the interference of this Government may be requested, and to 
transmit such complaint to tliis Department. 

It is not improbable that this correspondence may be made the sub- 
ject of a communication to Congress, and it will be officially made known 
to the goverTiments of tlie principal commercial powers ot'Euiope, 
i liiive the honor to lie, fientlemen, your obedient servant, 

l>ANlj|L WEbSTEE. 

Messrs. TiMoxiio Haaltlio ainl William liiOHAEi)^, 

Washington. 



No. 22. 



U. S. CuaiMBRCIAL AOKNCY, 
Oahu, Saitdwicli Islands, March T, ISiS. 

Sir: 1 have tlic honor to inform you of the arrival at these islands 
of the British frigate Cari/s/ort, Capt. Ixird Geo, Panlet, on the 11th 
ultimo, dispatched from San Bias by Admiral Thomas t« inquire into 
certain charges alleged against tins Government by Mr. Charlton, Iat« 
English consul for these islands. Copies of the correspondence which 
took place between Capt. Paulet and Jlis Majjesty the King are here- 
with inclosed. 

The nature of the demands made by Uapt, Paulet were such as 
rendered it utterly impossible for the King to comply with them with- 
out completely subverting the established laws of the land and sacri- 
ficing the interests of many citizeus of the United States, resident here, 
by setting aside decisions of juries in cases in which they were inter- 
ested. In this dilemma he chose the only alternative proffered by Capt. 
Paulet, which was to cede the islands to Great Britain ; accordingly a 
provisional cession was made, a copy of which I have the honor to in- 
close to you. 

I would, observe in regard to the first of the demands made by Capt. 
Paulet, that the attachment on the property of Mr. Charlton was 
made by viitue of a judgment rendered against him in th6 regular es- 
tablished courts of these islands. The Government, however, fearing 
that the result of an immediate prosecution of the judgment might be 
construed into an infringement on the privileges claimed by ministers, 
simply caused the sheriff to issue public notice that the property could 
not be transferred, by which measure the full occupation and enjoy- 
ment of the property was secured to Mr. Charlton. ]S"ot the shadow of 
a loss, therefore, was sustained by him in consequence of the proceed- 
ings. 

By the second demand it will be perceived that Oapt. Paulet denies 
the right which this Government claims, in common with other nations, 
of receiving or r^ecting consuls or their agents, even when good and 
suflBcient cause for rejection can be adduced. 

The punishment of foreigners who have committed crimes by putting 
them ill irons has only occasionally been resorted to, to prevent oflend- 
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ers from leaviDg the port ; indeed 8o slack lias the (TOveriiiueiit become 
ill awarding pTiiiisbmeiit to nierit*!d offendeiH (foieigners) that 1 have 
formally declared to the governor of tliiw island tliat, unleRs some re- 
form should take place in that jiarticular, I Khould feel it my duty to 
represent it to Oom. 'lones of the Pacific squadron. 

The promise made by the King to Oapt. Jones, referred to in the 
fouith demand, has been most i-eligiously complied with, iiiul the par- 
ties interested in the matter having voluntarily left their case with 
Hir George Siin]>son as arbitrator, the business has been fully and de- 
finitely settled, and is now only brought forward among other equally 
frivohms charges in order to swell the amount of "giievances" of Brit- 
ish subjects. 

In an interv|Bw between Mr. Simpson and the King, after he had 
formally aecedeu to the demands made by Cai>t. I'aiilet, he, Mr. Simpson, 
demanded that new trials should be granted in every iuHtiiiMre in which 
decisions had been made afl'wting Itritish sutijccts, since Mr. Oliarlton, 
the late ranaul, left, and this he contended waw granted him by the 
King in acceding to the two last denmnds maile by Capt. Psiulet. The 
King, ovei'whelmed with this and siniilaviiiijust and oxorbit-ant demands, 
giive lip in despair. The final result of the business Icrminatetl in the 
provisional cession of th<i islaiidN. before rofened to. 

I have thus briefly reviewiai the eharacterof the "demands" made 
on this (lovemincnt by Oapt. Paulet under the direction of Mr. Simpson ; 
of the injustice (»f tliem no one conversant with the fkcts for a moment 
doubts, 

1 would observe in passing that Lord Paulet isayounguran of whose 
intellectual capacities very little can be said, and could the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain be induced to send out a commission for the. 
purpose of instituting an inquiry into the causes whi(^li hnl him to pur- 
sue the course he has, the result would by no means be creditable to 
him. Such aconnnission thoKingniostdevoutly wishes might he sent, 
and it is intended. I learn, to solicit the Governments of France and the 
United States to use their influence in biinging it about. 

The geographical situation of tbe islands is sucili as to rtMider it 
highly desirable that they should be neutral and their ports accessible 
at all times, in peace or war, by vessels of every nation. 

Of their value to American interests the Department nmst be fully 
aware from repeated comnuinications and returns from this agency. 

A census of American citizens resident at these islands taken under 
my <lirection gives the number of 404, a large proi>ortion of which are 
more or less intereste^l in landed property, and they are not a little 
solicitous as to the national character they shall have to assume in 
order to retain their estates, should the islands become British terri- 
tory. So, also, in regard to the titles of their estates, a majority of 
which are held simply by the right of gift from some chief, now de- 
ceased, to some person, also deceased, and from whom the estate has 
passed without that foi-mality which an English txiurt of law would 
deem requisite in order to establish a. valid title. 

ft will be perceived on referring to the King's letter of February IS, 
(No. 7) to Capt. I'aulet, that he <y>mplies with his demands only under 
protest; this was undoubtedly done with the hope of exciting the sym- 
pathies of foreign governments, but are there not other considerations 
whieli should induce the Government of the United States to exert its 
influence to secure the recognition of the independence of the.se islands 
by the European powers. 
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The subject is, iDdeed, oue which deserves tlie profound considera 
tion of the Government. 

The British commissioners have assessed an additional duty .if 1 per 
cent on all merchandise imported after this date. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

WM. HOOl'EE, 
Acting U. S. Commercial Agent, 
To the llou. Daniel Webster, 

Secretary of State, }YaiihhujtoH City. 



Heb Bhitawnic Ma.ib«ty's Ship Cakysport, 

Woahoo, February 11, 1813. 
Siu: Having arrived at this port, in her Britannic Majesty's ship 
Cari/sfort, under my command, for the purpose of aftbrding protectloD 
to British enbjectM, as likewise to support the position of Her Britannic 
Majesty's representative here, who has received repeated insults fh)m 
the Government authorities at these islands, respecting which it is my 
intention to communicate only with the King in person, 

I require to have immediate information by return of the offlcer con- 
veying this dispatch whether or not the King (in consequence of my 
iiirival) has been notified that his presence will be required here, and 
the earliest day on which he may be exjiected, as otlierwise I shall be 
compelled to proceed to his residence, in the ship under my command, 
for the purpose of communicating with him. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

George Paulet, 
Captain. 

To IVEKIA^'OA. 

Governor of Wonhoo, etc. 



[Ti-iiiisliitfa by C. r. ,!uiW, trnnslat.ir lo tlie Ooverament.] 

Honolulu, Oahy, Febrnary 11, 1843. 
Salutations to you, Lord George Paulet, captain of Her Britannic 
Majesty's sliip Garysfort. 

I have received your letter by the hand of tlie officer, and, with 
respect, imfonn yon that we have not as yet sent for tlie King, as we 
were not informed of the business, but, liaving learned from your com- 
munication that you wish him sent for, I will search for a vessel and 
send. 

He is at Wailuliu, on tlie eastern side of Jlaui. In case the wind is 
favorable he may be expected in sis days. 
Yours, with respect, 

M, Kekuanoa. 



FlEH Britannic Majesty's Ship Cabyspobt, 

Honolulu Harbor, February Its, 1843. 
Sir: I have the honor to acquaint your Majesty of the arrival in this 
port of Her Britannic Majesty's ship, under my command, and, accord- 
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ing to my instractionB, I am desired to demand a private intervlew 
with you, to which I shall proceed ivith a proper and competent inter- 
preter. I therefore request to be informed at what hour to-morrow it 
will be convenient for your Majesty t» grant me that interview. 
I have the honor to remain your Majesty's 

Most obedient and humble servant, 

Geo, Paulet, 

Captain. 
To His Majesty Ka^iehamera III. 



Honolulu, February 17, 1843. 
Salatations to you, Lord George Paulet, Captain of Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship Carysfort. 

SiE : We have received your communication of yesterday's date, and 
must decline having any private interview, particularly under the cir- 
cumstances which you propose. We shall be ready to receive any 
written communication from you to-morrow, and will give it due con- 
sideration. 

In case yon have business of a private nature, we will appoint Dr. 
Judd our confidential agent to confer with yoti, who, being a person of 
integrity and fidelity to our Government, and perfectly acquainted with 
all our aifairs, will receive your communications, give you all the infor- 
mation you require (in confidence), and report the same to us. 
With respect, 

Kamehameha III. 
Kekaulouhi. 
I hereby certify the above to be a faithful translation, 

G. P. Judd, 
Translator and Interpreter for the Government. 



Hee Britannic Majesty's Ship Carysfort, 

Woahoo, February 17, 18-i3. 
Sir: In answer to your letter of this day's date (which I have too 
good an opinion of j'our majesty to allow me to believe ever emanated 
from yourself, but from your ill-advisers) I have to state that I shall hold 
no communication whatever with Dr. G. P. Judd, who, it liasbeen satis- 
factorily proved to me, has been the punic mover in the unlawful pro- 
ceedings of your Government against British subjects. 

As you have refased rae a personal interview, I inclose you the de- 
mands which I consider it my duty to make upon your Government, 
with which I demand a compliance at or before 4 o'clock p. in. to-morrow 
(Saturday); otherwise I shall be obliged tfl take immediate coercive 
steps to obtain these measures for my countrymen, 
I have the honor to be your majesty's most obedient, humble servant, 
Geo. Pallet, 

Captain. 
His Majesty Kamehameha III. 
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Demand made hy the Might Moiiorable Lord George Pmdet, captain, R. 
A'., commanding Her Britannic M. li'Aij) Carysfort, vpon the King of the 
Sandwich Islands. 

First. The immediate removal by public advertisement, written iu 
the native and English languages and signed by tlie governor of this 
islaud and F. W. Thompson, of the attachment placed upon Mr. Charl- 
ton's property, the restoration of the land taken by the Government 
for its own use and really appertaining to Mr. Charlton, and reparation 
for the heavy loss to which Mr. Charlton's representatives have been 
exposed hy the oppressive and unjust proceedings of the Sandwich 
Island Government. 

Second. The immediate acknowledgment of the i-ight of Mr. Simp- 
son to perform the functions delegated to him by Mr, Charlton, namely, 
those of Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul until Her Britannic 
Majesty's pleasure be known upon the reasonablness of your objections 
to him, the acknowledgment of that light, and the reparation for the 
insult offered to Her lliijesty through her acting representative, to be 
made by a public reception of his commission and the saluting .the 
British flag with twenty-one guns, which number will be returned by 
Her Britannic Majesty's ship under my command. 

Third. A guarantee that no British subject shall in future be sub- 
jected to imprisonment in fetters, unless he is accused of a crime which 
by the laws of England would be considered a felony. 

Fouith. The compliance with a written promise given by King 
Kamehaineha to Capt. Jones, of Her Biitannic Majesty's ship Cura- 
coa, that a new and a fair trial would be granted in a case brought by 
Henry Skinner, which promise lias been evaded. 

Fifth. The immediate adoption of firm steps to arrange the matters 
in dispute between British subjects and natives of tlie country or 
others residing here, by referring these cases to juries, one-half of 
whom shall be British subjects, approved oi' by the consul, and all of 
whom shall declare on oatli their freedom from prejudgment upon or 
interest in the case brought before them. 

Sixth. I direct communication between His Majesty Kamehameha 
and her Britannic Majesty's acting consul for the immediate settlement 
of all cases of grievance and complaint on the part of British subjects 
against the Sandwich Island Government. 

Dated on board her Britannic Majesty's ship at Woahoo this 17th 
day of February. 

George Paulet, 

Captain. 



Salutations to Eight Honorable Lord George Paulet, captain of Her 
Britannic Majesty's ship Caryafort, 

We have received your letter and the demands which accompanied, 
and in reply would inform your lordsliip that we have commissioned 
Sir George Simpson and William Richards as our ministers plenipo- 
tentiary and envoys extraordinary to the court of Great Britain, 
with full powers to settle the difficulties which you have presented be- 
fore us; to assure Her Majesty the Queen of our uninterrupted affection 
and confer with her ministers as to the best means of cementing the 
harmony between us. 

Some of the demands which you have laid before us, are of a nature 
calculated seriously to embarrass our feeble Government-, by contraven- 
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ing the laws estaWi shed for the benefit of all. Hut we shall comply 
with your demands as it has never been our intention to insult Hei' 
Majesty the Queen or injure any of her estimable subjects; but we 
must do 80 under protest, and shall embrace the earliest opportunity 
of representing our ease more fully to her Britannic Ma;iesty'8 Gov- 
ernment through our ministry. 

Trusting in the magnanimity of the sovereign of a great nation 
whom we have been tanght to respect and love, that we shall there be 
justified. 

Waiting your further order with sentiments of respect, 

KAMEnAMEHA, 

Kekaui.uohi. 
I hereby certify the above to be a faithiul translation. 

tl. P. JUDD, 

Transhdor for the Oorernment. 



Her Uritannio Majesty's Ship Cakyspobt, 

Woahoq^ Fehrunry IS, 1843. 
Sie: I have had the honor to aeknowledge Your Majesty's letter of 
this day's date, wherein you intimate your intention of complying with 
my demands, which I have considered my duty to make on Your 
Majesty's Government, I appoint the hour of 2 o\;lock this afternoon 
lor the interchange of salutes, and I shall expect that you will inform 
me at what hour on Monday you will be prepared to receive myself 
and Her Britanidc Majesty's Representative. 
I have the honor to beYonr Majesty's most obedient humble servant, 

(5B0RGE Paulet, Captain. 
His Majesty Tamehameua HI. 



lIONOLiTLtr, Oahu, February 18, 1843. 
Salutations to Lord (jeorgePaulet,captain of Her Britannic Majesty's 
ship Carysfvrt. 

I have received your communication and make known to you that I 
wiU receive yourself and Her Britanidc Majesty's representative on 
Monday, the 20th of February, at 11 o'clock a. m. 
Yours respectfully, 

Kajiehameha III. 
I hereby certify the above to be a faithful translation. 

G. 1'. JUDD, 
Trtimlatvr for the Government, 



Her Britannic Majesty's Ship Caetsfokt, 

M''oahoo, February 17, 1843. 
Sib: I have the honor to notify you that Her Britannic Majesty's 
ship Caryafort, under my command, will be prepared to make an im- 
mediate attack upon this town at 4 p. m. to-morrow (Saturday) in the 
event of the demands now forwarded by me to the King of these islands 
not being comphed with by this time. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

George Paulet, 

Captain, 
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Captain Long, 

Cmnmanding U. S. S. Boston, Honolulu: 
Where are you, cliiefs, people iiud commons from my ancestor, anil 
people from foreign lands! 

Hear ye ! I make known to you that I aui in perplexity by reason of 
difficulties into which I have been hronght without cause; therefore, I 
have given away the life of our land, hear ye! But my rule over you, 
my people, and your privileges will contiime, for I have hope that the 
life of the land will be restored when my conduct isjustifled. 
Done at Honolulu, Oaliu, this twenty-fifth day of February, 1843. 
Kamkhameha III 
Kekauluohi. 
Witness, 

John D. 1'aalua. 

1 hereby certify the above to be a faithful translation. 

G. r. JUDD, 

Recorder and Translator for Government. 



Iti consequence of the difliculties iu which we find ourselves involved, 
and our opinion of the impossibility of complying with the demands iu 
the manuer iu which they are made by Her Itritannic MajcHty's rep- 
resentative upon us, iu reference to the claims of British subjects, we 
do hereby cede the group of islan^ls known as the Hawaiian (or Sand- 
wich) Islands, unto the Kight Honorable Lord Oeorgo I'aulet, captain 
of her Britannic Majesty's ship of war Carysfort, representing Her 
Majesty, Victoria, Queen of (Ireat Britain and Ireland, from this date, 
and for the time being: the said cession being ma^le with the reserva- 
tion that it is subject to any arrangements that may have been entered 
into by the representatives api>ointcd by us to treat with the Goveru- 
ment of Her Britanna<i Msyesty; and in the event that no agreement 
has been executed previous to the date hereof subject to the decision of 
Her Britannic Majesty's Government on conference with the said repre- 
resentatives appointed by us; or in the event of our representatives 
not being accessible, or not having been acknowledged, siibjcct to the 
decision which Her Britannic Majesty may pronounce on the receipt of 
full information from us, and from the Eight Honorable I>ord George 
Pallet. 

In contirmation of the above we hereby affix our names and seals 
this twenty-fifth day of l''ebruai'y, in tlie year of our Lord, one thou- 
sand eight hundrej;! and forty- tiii'eo, at Honolulu, Oahu, Sandwich 
Islands. 

Kambhameha III. 
Kbkauluohi. 

Signed in the presence of — 

G. P. JUDD, 

Reeorder and Tranxlator/or the Government. 
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A provisional cession of the Hawaiian or Saiidwicli Islands liaviug 
been made tliia day by Kameltamelia III, Kiag, and Kelcanluohi, pre- 
mier fcliereof, unto mcj tbe Eight Honorable Lord George Taulet, com- 
manding Her Britannic Majesty's ship Carysfort, on the part or Her 
BritaBnic Majesty, Victoria, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland ; sub- 
ject to arrangements which may have been made or shall be made in 
Great Britain with the Govtsrnment of Her liritannic Majesty, I do 
hereby proclaim, 

First. That the Britisli tiag shall be hoisted on all the islands of the 
group, and tbe natives thereof shall enjoy the protection and privileges 
of British sabjects. 

Second. That the goveniment thereof sliall be executed, until the 
receipt of communications IVom Great Britain, in the following manner, 
namely: By the native King and chiefs and the officers employed by 
tltem, so far as regards the native population, and by a commission con- 
sisting of King Kamehameha III, or a deputy appointed by him, the 
Eight Honorable Lord George Pauiet; Duncan 1^'orbes Mackay, esquire, 
aud Lieut. Frere, E. K., in all that concerns relations with (ither powers 
(save and except the negotiations with the British Government), and 
the arrangements among foreigners (others than natives of the Archi- 
pelago) resident on these islands. 

Third. That the laws at present existing or which may be made at 
the ensuing council of tlie king and chiefs (after being communicated 
to the commission) shall be in full force so far as natives are concerned ; 
and shall form the basis of the administration of Justice by the com- 
mission in matters between foreigners resident on these islands. 

Fourth, In all that relates to the collection of the revenue, the 
present officers shall be continued at the pleasure of the native King 
and chiefs, their salaries for the curreut year being also determined by 
tltem, and the archives of Goverment remaining in their hands; the 
accounts are, however, subject to inspection by the commission hereto- 
fore named. The Government vessels shall be in like manner subject, 
however, to their employment if required for Her Britannic Majesty's 
service. 

Fifth. That no saleSj leases, or transfers of land shall take place by 
the action of the commission appointed as aforesaid, nor from natives to 
foreigners, during the period intervening between the 24tli of this 
month and the receipt of notification from Great Britain of tlie arrange- 
ments made there; they shall not be valid, nor shall they receive the 
signatures of the King and premier. 

Sixth. All the existing and bonafideengagement-sof the native King 
and premier shall be executed and performed as if this cession had 
never been made. 

Given under my hand this 'Joth day of February, in the year of our 
Lord 1343 at Honolulu, Oahu, Sandwich Islands. 

Geoeue Paui-et, 
Captain of H. li. M. S. Cnrysport. 

Signed in the presence of 

G. r. JuDu, 

Recorder and Interpreter to the Oovemmeitl. 

Alexb. Simpson, 
if. B, M, Acting Comtil, 
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No. 23. 

TJ. S. Commercial Agency, 
Oahu, Sandwich Islatuis, March 11, 1843, 
SiB : The document herewitli inclosed lias been received at this office 
from His Majesty tlie King of tliese islands, with a request that it be 
forwarded to tlio President of the United States by the earliest oppor- 
tunity. 

I have the honor to remain, sit-, etc., 

Wm. Hoopee, 
^ Acting U. S. CommercUil Agent. 

Hon. Daniel Webstee, 

Secretary of Stale, WaiskiHgton Citif. 

'- ■ [Inclosuro in So. 23.— 'rviinslation.] 

I Kamehameha III, native Kint/ of the Sandwich Tulaixls, to His Excellency 

\ John Tyler, the Vrenii'leiit of the United States of America. ' 

Geeat and Good Feiend : lu trouble and difticulty we present for 
consideration to tlie Presi<Ient the unfortunate situation in which we 
and our Government are plac^ed. 
. Demands upon us unsustained by the jujlinowlwlged laws of nations 

and unfounded in justice were tior the first time presented by fjocd 
George Paulet, (-apt-tiin of Her British Miyesty's ship Cnrygfort, then 
lying in the harbor of HonohUu, with a tliresit of coewive measures 
! in case of noiiconipliance within nineteen hours. Our piTiposals for 

^ discussion and negotiation tlirougli our principal adviser wore declined 

with rudeness, and we were compelled without a iiearing to yield to 
' demands which we believed to be arbitrary and unjust as regards our- 

I selves, oppressive and illegal as regards foreign residents. 

j We liave been compelled to acknowledge an acting consul of Her Brit- 

■ aiinic 3ta,jesty iigiiinst whom there were positive objections susceptible 

I of explicit proof, without tlie grounds of our I'efusal being heard or con- 

sidered. The acknowledged consul of Her Britannic Jlajjesty had sud- 
denly and secretly withdrawn from these islands without soliciting au 
, interview or giving us any sort of notice of his inteiitit>ns previous to 

Lis departure. After his departure, we received notice that he had 
delegated his consiilar fiiiictions to Alexander Simpson, who was a 
known and declared enemy of our Government, who hiwl openly insulted 
the^chief magistrate of this island and other high offiwrs of our appoint- 
ment, who had -imblicly threatened to involve us in difBculties, and 
whose recognition as consular agent wiis protested against by two 
» British subjects who represented the chief commercial interests in these 

islands. 

Compliance lias been compelled with demands, violating the obliga- 
tions of contracts and contravening laws for the collection of debts, 
which have been established for the general benefit in accordance with 
the statutes of civilized nations, by compelling us to annul the decision 
of juries after the cases had been dismissed, and to grant new trials 
contrary to law, and by compelling us to remove attacliments levied by 
one British resident on the property of another in duo course of law 
and under the usual fonnalities. 
1 Precluded from negotiation and unable to repel by force, we yielded 

; to these requisitions, under protest, of embracing the earliest opportu- 

nity of representing them more fully to Her Britannic Majesty. ■ 

( S. Ex. 77 i .., . 
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Compliance having beoL tlms procured to tlie foregoing demands, 
others were preferred by Her Britanuic Majesty's acting consui (uow 

■ acknowledged) more unjust, exorbitant and arbitrary; claims for heavy 
indemuities wliere no damage was proven, and only alleged on frivo- 
lous pretexts, and demands for damages in a case still pending under 
the previous protest to Her Britannic Majesty. We were called udou 
to violate every principle of equity, by setting aside the decision of 
juries in several cases without any just cause being pretended why new 
tiials should be gianted; these demands were cntbrced at private in- 
terviews between ourselves, his lordship and Her Britannic Majesty's 
acting consul. The subject was only verbally canvassed, written ne- 
gotiations were positively refused, and even written statements and 
proof and copies of the claims preferred were denied. The only alter- 
native ofttred us were immediate resolve to violate the laws by acts 
illegal and oppressive, immediate admission and payment of claims to 
indemnity so loosely supported, or immediate hostilities. 

Without force to I'esist hostilities, without resources to meet the 
payment of the heavy indemnities demanded, and flnnly resolved to 
support law and justice, we adopted the only peaceful alternative left, 
to throw ourselves upon the generosity of the British nation by a con- 
ditional cession of these islands to Her Britannic Majesty. To have 
awaited hostilities would have been to expose to destruction the prop- 
erty and jeopardize the lives of a large number of foreign residents 
who are American citizens; to have complied with the demands urged 
would have been to sanction oppressive and illegal acts affecting the 
rights and prospects of American citizens also, and an open violation 
of tbe stipulations with the United States in 1826. 

Placed in dilficulties from which we could not extricate ourselves 
with honor and justice, compelled to immediate decision, and threat- 
ened with immediate hostilities we have, with the advice and consent 
of our chiets, signed with a heavy hand and many tears the deed of 
provisional cession and have permitted the British flag to be planted 
in all our islands, but under the guns of a frigate and at the point of 
the bayonet. 

Belying on the magnanimity and firmness of the United States, we 
appefd to the President to interpose the high influence of the United 
States with the court of England to grant us an impartial hearing and 
procure us justice, to induce Her British Majesty to withdraw from tbe 
sovereignty of these islands and leave us as we have been — an inde- 
pen^it government supported in our right. 

We have labored to civilize and Improve our islands; we ha^ve 
adopted the laws of the United States and of Britain ; we have appointed 
upright and capable American citizens and British subjects to oflfices 
of trust and responsibility, in order that their functions might be exer- 
cised with energy and fidelity; we have adopted all suggestions which 
would tend to put the commercial intercourse of American citizens 
with us upon the best footing; we have been gratified with the large 
and increasing number of American residents. We confidently appeal 
to the Americans on these islands engaged in mercantile and commer- 
cial pursuits to testify to the honesty of our intentions and our capa- 
bilities for self-government, and we acknowledge them to have been 
tlie most consistent and efficient supporters of our Government. 

We look to the United States with peculiar feelings of respect and 

■ gratitude. To the benevolence and enterprise of that great people we 
owe the introduction of the Christian religion, of civilization and laws 
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of commerce and agricnlture, and the large and respectable number of 

our foreign residents. 

We ask of yoa to secure and preserve the great interests common to 
us and you, and arrest the course of events so prejudicial to both; and 
we shall never cease to be grateful for your aid. 

And we pray to the Almighty God to have your excellency, our great 
and good friend, in his most holy keeping. 

Written at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, Hawaiian (Sandwich) Islands, 
this 10th day of March, anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
forty three. 



By your good friend, 



KAMEHAMEHA III. [SEAL.] 
Tremier Kekauluohi, [seal.] 



No. 28.] U. S. Commercial Agency, 

Sandwich Islands, August 15, 1843. 

SiE : I have the honor to announce to you the arrival at this port, on 
the 2(ith ultimo, of H. B. M. Frigate Dublin, from Yalpao, and of the 
restoration of the sovereignty of this group of islands to His Majesty 
the King thereof by Bear Admiral Thomas. 

It appears that the acts of Uapt. Paulet were entirely unauthorized by 
the British Government, or the commander of the British naval force 
in the Pacific. 

The U. S. Ship Constellation arrived at these islands some time prior 
to the restoration of the Hawaiian flag by Admiral Thomas, and Com. 
Kearny receiving official information fix>m me of the transaction oi 
Capt. Paulet issued a protest, a copy of which is herewith inclosed. - 

The protest of the King against Lord Panlet, A, and the declaration 
of Admiral Thomas, Doc. 0, are herewith inclosed for the information 
of the State Hepartment. 

The restoration of the Government of these islands to the native 
chiefs is as gratifying to the American residents here as it must be to 
the Government of the United States. 

With sentiments of the liighest consideration, etc. 

Wm. Hooper, 
Acting V. 8. Gommereial Agent. 

Hon. Daniel Webster, 

Secretary of State, Washingtot). 



Know all men that, according to private instructions given to our 
deputy, he on the lOtli of May, issued a protest on our behalf in the fol- 
lowing words; 

"Whereas the undersigned was, by commission dated February 27, 
1843, appointed deputy for His Majesty Kamehameha III tothe British 
Commission for the Government of the Sandwich Islands, under the pro- 
visional cession thereof unto Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, 
Queen of the United Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland; 

" And whereas in the prosecution of business by the commissioners 
many acts have been passed and consummated atfecting the interests of 
foreigners residing on the islands, and by acts which virtually abrogate 
the bona flde obligations of the Government existing at the period of 
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the provisional cession, to wiiicli acts the said Kamehamelia III did 
refuse through ine, his deputy; 

"And whereas, by anorder issued April27, 1843, to the acting gover- 
nor of Oahu, aud by snbsetiuent orders dated May 8, 1843, i8sue<l to all 
the governors of tliese Sandwich Islands, the commissioners, to wit, 
the Et. Hon. Lord George Paulet, captain of H. B. M. ship Carys/ort, 
and Lieut. John Frere, It. N., did virtually abrogate one of the exist- 
ing laws of these islands by forbidding the imprisonment of persons 
found guilty of fornication, exceptin certain cases not specified in the 
laws, as will appear more fully upon reference to said orders, violating 
thereby the solemn compact entered into under the provisional cession; 

" Now, theretbre, be it Itnown to all men that I, the said deputy for 
the said King Kamehameha 111, do by these presents enter this my 
most solemn protest against the acts, especially those above recited, of 
the said commissioners, which liave not the signature and approbation 
of nie, the said deputy, as will appear more fully upon reference to the 
records of ssiid commission. 

"And 1 do hereby most fiolemnly protest against the said Et. Hon. 
Lord George Paulet aud Lieut. Frere, commissioners aforesaid, and all 
others whom it may concern, holding them responsible for their viola- 
tion of the solemn compact or treaty entered itito on the 25th day of 
February, 1843. 

"G. P. JUDD, 

"_/or the King. 
" Honolulu, Oahu, Sandwich Islands, May lo, 1843." 

On the next day our deputy withdrew from the Biitish commission 
by the ibllowing document, acting in our place and stcfid: 

'^ Whereas the undersigned deputy for the King Kameliameha HI 
did, on the 10th day of May, instant, enter his protest against certain 
acts of tbe British commission for the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands ; 

" Aud whereas the undersigned has been verbally informed this day 
by the Et. Hon. Lord George Paiilet and Lieut. Frere that one of the 
laws as made at the recent Council of the King and Chiefs, viz, ' A 
law for the liecn.sing of pubhc auctioneers,' shall not go into opera- 
tion; 

"And wherciis it now apiwaring evident to the undersigned that 
the terms of the compact or treaty entered into on tlie 25th February, 
1843, will not in ftiturc be respected by the British commission; 

"Therefore be it known to all men that I, the said deputy, do by 
these presents resign my seat in the said commission, thereby with- 
drawing the said King Kanichanieha III from all future responsibili- 
ties in the acts of the said commission. 

" Done at Oahu Saudwii-h Islandw, at the ofi'icc of the British com- 
mission for the Government of the Sandwich Islands, this 11th day of 
May, A. H 1843. 

"G. P. JUDD, 

''J)cj}«t!//or the KingJ" 

We therefore publicly make known that we, Kamehameha III, the 
King, fully approve and acknowledge the protest and withdrawal of 
our deputy as onr own, and declare that we will no more sit with the 
British commissioners, or be responsible for any a<:t of theirs which 
may encroach on the rights of foreigners. 
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The Brt.HoD. Lord Geoi-ge Paulet and LisLieiitenant, JohiiFrere, hav- 
ing enlisted soldiers under the titleof" the Queen'sEegiment", maintain- 
ing them as a standing army out of funds appropriated by us for the 
payment of o«r just debts, which expense we consider quite uncalled 
for and useless ; they havlTig i-nforced their demand for tlie piiyment 
of the money by a threat of deposing from his trust an otHcer of the 
treasury, although contrary to the orders of the King and premier to 
him, made known to the British Commissioners; 

By these oppressions, hy the trial of natives for alleged oftfenses 
against the native Government, cases which come not properly under 
their cognizance, and by their violating the la fs which, by tlie treaty, 
were to have been held sacred until we hear fioni England; we are 
oppressed and injured, and feel confident that all good men will sym- 
patltize with us in oar present state of distress; and now we protest 
in the face of all men against all such proceedings both towards our- 
selves and foreigners, subjects of other governments, ou the part of 
the Bt. Hon. Loid George Paulet, captain of H. B. ship Oarys/ort, 
and his lieutenant, John Frere, K. N., and take the world to witness 
that they have broken faitli with us. 

IjAHAina Maui, Sandwich Islands, June 24, 18-13. 

By me, (Signed) Kambiiameha III. 

By me, (Signed) Kbkauluoiii, 

I'vcmior. 



niw Majesty Kamehameha III, 

Khig of the Satidwick Islands: 

In the name and on behalf of the people of the United States of 
America and their Government, which the undersigned has the lionor 
to represent, and in order to explain clearly for the information of all 
concerned is issued a protest. 

Whereas a provisional cession of the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands 
was made by His Majesty Kamehameha HI and Kekauhiohi, premier 
thereotj unto the Hon. George Paulet, commanding Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship Cart/sfort (to wit) on the 25th day of February, 1843, 
and whereas, the Unit«d States' interests and those of their citizens 
rejiident on the aforesaid Hawaiian Islands are deeply involved in a 
seizure of His Majesty's Governiuent under the circumstances; as well 
as iu the act of the aforesaid King and premier acceding thereto under 
protest or otherwise, to aflfect the interests before cited: Xow, there- 
fore, be it known that I solemnly protest against every act and measure 
in the premises; and do declare that from and after the day of said 
cession until the termination of the pending negotiations between His 
Majesty's envoys and theGovernmeiitftf Her Britannic Majesty,! hold 
His Majesty Kamehameha III and Capt. Lord George Paulet answer- 
able for any and every act, by which a citizen of the United States 
resident as aforesaid shall be restrained in his just and undisputed 
rights and privileges, or who may suffer inconvenience or losses, or be 
forced to submit to any additional charges on imports or other revenue 
matters, or exactions in regard to the administration of any municipal 
laws whatever enacted by the "Commission" consisting of His Majesty 
King Kamehameha III, or his deputy of the aforesaid islands and the 
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Bight Hon. Lord GeorgePaulet, Daucan Forbes Mackay, esq., an( 
lieut. John Frere, E. K. 

Given under my Land on board the U. S. Ship Constellation, ai 
anchor off Honolula, Oahu, this 11th day of July, 1843, 

Lawbekce Kearney, 
Coinmander-in-Ghief of the TJ. 8. Naval force in the East Indies. 



Her Britannic Majesty's Ship Dublin, 

Off Honolulu, July 26, 1843. 
Sib : It being my desire to obtain the honor of a personal interview 
with His M^esty King ^amehameha III, for the putjpose of confer- 
ring with His Majesty on the subject of the provisional cession of his 
dominions, I have to request that you will be pleased to intimate my 
wishes to His Majesty in order that he may appoint the time and place 
where snch interview may be held. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
Richard Thomas, 
Rear Adiniral and Commander-in-Chief of H. B. jH. 
iSAtps and Vessels in the Padjlv. 
To Kekuanaoa, 

Governor of Oahu. 



[Witli Mr. Hoopers No. 28.J 
DECLARATION. 

Of Eear-Admiral Thomas, Commander in Chief of Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship and nesseln in the Facijie, in relation to the eventB which 
traai^red at the Sandwich Islands, and consequ^it upon the visit of 
Her Britannic Majesty's Shi]) Carysfortin February, 1843. 

To King Kambhameha III and the Principal Chiefs of the 
Sandwich Islands: Immediately that the commander in chief was 
made acquainted in Valparasio in June, 1843, of the provisional cession 
of the Hawaiian Islands unto the Right Honorable Lord George I'aulet, 
as the then and there representative of Hei' Majesty, Queen Victoria, 
he hastened to the spot to make himself fully acquainted with all the 
circumstances and, if possible, the motives which led to such an un- 
locked for event. 

His first duty on arrival was to seek a personal interview witii His 
Majesty Kamehameha III, and to ascertain whether these difScuUies 
in which he found himself involved, and the opinion which His Majesty 
appeared to entertain of tlie ifcipoasibility of complying with certain 
requisitions which had been made, were so utterly insurmountable as 
to call upon him to renounce the sovereignty of these islands for the 
time being, likewise whether the cession was a free unbiased and un- 
solicited act of sovereign power. 

The rear-admh'al having ascertained that the difficulties to which al- 
lusion is made in the deed of cession might be surmounted, having con- 
vinced His Majesty that lie had not properly understood the principles 
of justice and good faith which invariably guide the conncils' of Her 
Majesty, the Queen of Great Britain, in all their deliberations, partic- 
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ularly respecting their relations with foreign powers, and that whenever 
it becomes necessary to vindicate the rights of British subjects or re- 
dress their wrongs the government scmpnlolisly respects those riglits 
which are vested in all nations in an equal degree, whether they be 
powerful or weak, making it, therefore, a rule not to resort to force un- 
til every expedient for anamicable adjustment has failed, having, more- 
over, learned that His Msyesty entertained the hope that his conduct 
was capablo of Justification, and that such justiflcation he thought 
would restore to him the authority he had ceded under supposed diffi- 
culties, and having, moreover, assured His Majesty that whilst it 
is the earnest desire of the Government of Great Britain to cul- 
tivate by every means a good understanding with every independ- 
ent nation, and to prevent any of its subjects from injuring those 
of other sovereigns, either in person or property, wherever they 
may be located, and that when it can be avoided rather than 
urge compliance with demands which are likely to embarrass a feeble 
Government, its object is to foster and even assist by kind advice or 
good offices such as may be. disposed to seek its friendly interposition, 
requiring in return only equal privileges for such British residents as 
may have been granted to the subjects of the most favored nation. 
Lastly, His M^esty has given his assent to new proposals submitted 
to him for the amicable adjustment of the pending differences which 
led to the temporary cession of his authority. The commander- in chief 
of Her Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels in the Pacific, for the 
reasons herein stated and as the highest local representative of Her 
Msiiesty Queen Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, hereby declares and makes manifest that he does 
not accept of the provisional cession of the Hawaiian Islands, made 
on the 25tli day of February, 1843, but that he considers His Majesty 
Kaniehameha III the legitimate King of those islands, and he assures 
His Majesty that the sentiments of his Sovereign towards him are those 
of unvarying friendship and esteem, that Her Majesty sincerely desires 
King Kamehameha to be treated as an independent sovereign, leaving 
the administration of justice in his own hands, the faithful discharge 
of which will promote his happiness and the prosperity of his do- 
minions. 

Although it is the duty of every sovereign and his ministers and 
counselors to do all in their power to prevent any of their subjects 
from injuring those of any other nation residing among them; nay 
more, that he ought not to permit foreigners to settle in his territory 
unless he engages to protect them as his own subjects, and to afibrd 
them perfect security as far as regards himself; yet Great Britain will 
not consider the public character of the legitimate sovereign of a state 
but recently emerged from barbarism, under the fostering care of civ- 
ilized nations, as atall implicated by the aggression of some of his sub- 
jects, provided the Government does not directly or indirectly sanction 
any acts of partiality or injustice, either by conniving at whilst they 
are planning or being executed or by allowing the perpetrators to re- 
main unpunished. 

If, unfortunately, a case should oc<;ur in which there is an evasion or 
denial of justice on the part of the Government towards British sub- 
jects, the course to be pursued is clear, and it would then be the duty 
of the commander-in-chief, in such case of real grievance which shall 
remain unreilressed, to obtain that which bad faith and injustice have 
denied. 

The conimatider-in-chief conlidently hoi>es that this act of restora- 
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tion to tlie free exercise of his sovereign autliority will be received by 
the King of the Sandwich Islands as a most powerful and eoiiviucing 
proof, not only of the responsibility he is nnder to render immediate 
reparation for real wrongs committed upon British subjects or their 
property, but also of the importance which attaches to the maJiitenance 
of those fnendly and reciprocally advantageous relations which have 
for so many years subsisted between the two nations; and he further 
hopes that neither His Majesty nor his successors will ever forget that 
to the illustrious circumnavigator Capt. Cook, as the first discoverer, - 
the inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands owe tlicir admission into the 
gieat family of civilized man, and from the lips of Vancouver (another 
Englishman) Kamehamelia I heard mention for tlie first time of the 
true God, which ultimately led to the abrogation of a false worship, 
idolatry, and human sacrifices, and by the well-directed energies, the 
ceaaeless perseverance of the American missionaries to the estnblish- 
ment of a religion pure and undefiled, accompanied by tlie advantages 
of instruction and civilization, the which combined and duly cultivated 
bring in their train security of litte and pi-operty, social order, mental 
and moral improvement., internal prosperity, and the respect as well as 
good will of otliei' nations more advanced in the knowledge of the time 
mith and the science of good government. 

Blessings and advantages of this nature tlie government of tJreat 
Britain is desirous of increasing and pitimoting among the inhabitants 
of the Sandwich Islands by every honorable and jiraiseworthy means 
in its power, and thus to enlist the sym])athies of the sovereign and 
his ministers on the side of justice, which is the basis of all society 
and the snrest bond of all commerce. 

Given on board Her liritannic Majesty's ship Buhlirt, at Honolulu, 
island of Oahu, this thirty-first day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three. 

Richard Thomas. 



No. 1.] Depabt-kent of State, 

Washinfiton, 13th March, 1843. 
Siii; The accompanying: nit'ssage of the President to Congress of 
the ;iOth of December last, transmitting a correspondence between 
this Department ami ceitain aj^nts of the Sandwich Islands then in 
this city, will acquaint yon with the view wliich he entoi-tains of the 
relations between the Unite<l States and those islands, and with the 
objects and motives of tiiis Government for cnltivating and strength- 
ening tliosc relations. Congiess having comjtlied with his suggestions 
by providing for a Commissioner to reside at the islands, yon have been 
chosen for that purpose. A commission appointing yon to the ortice 
will be found among the papers which you will receive herewith, and 
a letter from this Department addressed to tliat minister of the King 
of the islands wlio may be charged with their foreign relations, accred- 
iting you in your official character. The title selected for your mission 
has reference in part to its puqwses. It is not deemed expedient at 
this juncture fully to recognize the iudeitendence of the islands or the 
right of their Government to that equality of treatment and consider- 
ation which is due and usnally allowed to those Governments to which 
we stend and from which we receive diplomatic agents (*f the ordinary 
ranks. By this, however, it is not meant to intimate that the islands, 
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SO fkr as regards all other powers, are not entirely independent; ou 
tbe contrary, this is a fact respecting which no doubt is felt, and the 
liope that through the agency of the Commissioner that independence 
might lie preserved, has probably, in a great degree, led to the com- 
pliance by Congress with the recommendation of the President. 

It is obvious, from circumstances connected with their position, that 
the interests of the United States require that no other power should 
possess or colonis^e the Sandwich Islands, or exercise over their Gov- 
ernment an influence which would lead to partial or exclusive favors in 
matters of navigation or trade. One of your principal duties therefore, 
will be to watch the movements of such agents of other Governments 
as may visit the islands. You will endeavor to obtain the earliest in- 
telligence respecting the objects of those visits, and if you should think 
that, if accomplished, they would be derrimental to the interests of the 
United States, yon will make such I'cpresentations to the authorities 
of the islands as in your judgment would be most likely to further 
them. Yon will also endeavor to impress upon those authorities the 
necessity of abstaining from giving just cause of complaint to the Gov- 
ernments of those powers whose pohcy is to increase their possessions 
and multiply their colonies abroad. This duty can best be performed 
by the prompt and impartial administration of justice according to the 
laws and customs of tlie islands, in such cases of difference as may 
occur between their oiBcers and citizens and the officers, citizens, or 
subjects of other Governments. 

Yon will give the Government of the Sandwich Islands distinctly 
to understand that the Govemment of the United States in all its ]»ro- 
cecdings, and in setting on foot your missioji, has not in any degree 
been actuated by a desire or intention to secure to itself exclusive 
piivileges in matters of navigation oi' trade, or to prevent any or all 
other commer<^ial nations from an equal paiticipation with ourselves in 
the benefits of an intercourse with those islands. We seek no control 
over their Government, nor any undue iniluence whatever. Our only 
wish is that the integrity and independence of the Hawaiian territory 
maybe scrupulously maintained and ihat its Government should be 
entirely impartial towards foreigners of every nation. In making reso- 
lute and stern resistance, thereioie, to any claim of favor or exclusive 
privilege by other powers, you will at all times frankly disavow any 
desire that favors or exclusive privileges should be granted to the 
United States, their ships, commerce, or citizens. 

You will transmit to the IJepartment full and exact information 
res](ecting the trade of the United St*ites and of other nations with the 
islands. Any suggestions which may occur to you having in view any 
improvement of the commerce of the United States with the islands 
will be accei>table. Your attention is particulaily requested to the 
nature of the fiscal regulations in force there, to their eltects uiion for- 
eign commerce generally, and to the policyof the Government in regard 
to this subject. If those regulations should be fiequently clianged, or 
if there should be cause to apprehend the imjiositioh of discriminating 
duties upon our navigation and trade, the esi>ediency of negotiating a 
treaty with that Govemmenl which would determine for aseries of years 
the reciprocal rights and duties of the parties in regard to those sub- 
jects will be taken into consideration. 

After you shall have resided long enough at the Sandwich Islands 
to have made yourself familiar with the state of public affairs there, and 
shall have communicated to the Uepartment the results of your obser- 
vations, yon may make a visit to the Society Islands for the purpose of 
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examining and reporting upon their condition and prospects. It is 
advisable, however, that your absence from your post should not be 
prolonged beyond the period absobitely necessary for that purpose. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Damiel Webstbb. 
Gborqb Eeown, Esq., 
Appointed Commissioner of the United States 

for the Sandwich Islands. 



[From Mr. Brown's dispatcli, No. 5, of Ootober 26, 1843.] 

SiE : I arrived here on the 16th instant, and found here Commodore 
Dallas, who arrived in the Urie a few days l>efore me, also the Cyane, 
Commander Stribling, Admiral Thomas, commanding the English 
naval forces in the Pacific, was also here, having, as you must have 
learned ere receiving this, restored the flag to the King of Hawaii. 

Commodore Dallas having offered me the Oyane to carry me to 
Lahaina, Maui, the residence of the King, for the purpose of present- 
ing my credentials to the Uovernment, I visited her yesterday and 
was received with a salute of thirteen guns. This morning, on arriv- 
ing on board, was informed that the admiral intended to dispatch the 
corvette Hazard for Mazatlan on Saturday, and, as we are under way, 
have no time to write as I could wish, being obliged t« send this ba«k 
by the pilot. Everything, however, appears to be going on as we could 
wish. The admiral appears to have done everything that could have 
been required to satisfy the King. He appears to be a very fine man, 
and the conduct of Iiord George Paulet is a sore siibject to him. The 
most charitable constniction I have heard put upon the conduct of 
Lord George is that he was partially deranged. 

Mr. Hooper, United States commercial agent, informs me that he 
has sent to the State Hejtartment a full account of all that has hap- 
pened previous to my arrival. The meagemess of this dispatch I hope 
therefore will be excused. The English corvette Champion arrived 
yesterday from Valparaiso, which is tUe occasion of the Hazard being 
ordered to Mazatlan so soon, thereby giving me so little time to write. 
On my return from Mani will write you fully of all my proceedings. It 
affords me much pleasure to know that the President has availed him- 
self of your talents and services iu the State Department. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your very obedient 
servant, 

Geo. Bkown. 

Hon. Abel P. Upshub, 

Secretary of State, Washington. 



[From Mr. Brown's dispatcli So. 6, of November 4, 1843.] 

Honolulu, Jfowmber 4, 1843. 

Sir : I last had the honor of addressing you on the 26th ultimo from 

on board the U. S. S. Gyane^ on my passage from this place to Iiahaiua. 

ISol being informed until after the sliip was under way that the English 

admiral was about dispatching a vessel for Mexico, I had only time to 
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inform you of my arrival here, and of my being on my way to present 
my credentials to the premier wlio was residing at Lahaina, Mani. 

I arrived here from Tahiti in the brig Catharine on the 16th ultimo, 
after a passage of 28 days, and found, much to my gratification, that 
the English admiral, Thomas, had restored the flag to the King, and 
placed the islandsagain under its native government. It willbe unneces- 
eary for me to give you a history of the doings of Lord George Paulet 
previous to the arrival of the admiral, or of the proeeediogs of the 
latter, as I am informed by Mr. Hooper, our acting commercial agent 
here, that he has written you fully on the subject, giving yon every 
, information requisite. I will therefore only say that, from what I have 
80 f&T learned, both the trovemment here and the American residents 
are perfectly satisfied with what the admiral has dqne. There are 
some questions and cases arising out of the usuriiation of Lord George 
which are not yet settled, but will have to wait for the arrival of the 
British commissioner or for the action of the British Government, but 
there appears no doubt that everything will be amicably and properly 
arranged. 

Ijearning on my arrival that the King was absent from his usual resi- 
dence at Lahaina, on a visit to the island of Hawaii, and that he would 
not return until the 27th, I remained here until the 26tli, when I took 
passage on board the Cyane, which ship had been placed at my disposal 
by Commodore Dallas, for Lahaina. I arrived there on the 30th at 8 
a. m., accompanied by Dr. Judd, the Government interpreter, and 
wrote a note to the premier, informing her (him ?) of my arrival, and re- ■ 
questing to know at what time it would be convenient for her to re- 
ceive me. 1 received an answer that she would be ready at half past 
twelve. 

On leaving the ship I was saluted with thirteen guns, and on land- 
ing was received by a number of the high chiefs and conducted to the 
house of Kekaumohi, the premier, wliora, on introduction by Mr. Judd, 
1 addressed as follows; 



I liavc the honor to present to your escelleney my eredentialB a 
A^om the Government of the United States to the Kin^ of Hawaii, und I beg to asaure 
your excellency that it will afford me muth pleasnre m canjiDg out the instructiona 
of my Government to cultivate the friendship of th« Hawaiian Government and to 
deserve it by all the go6d offices in my power, 

Aftei the credentials were read the premier replied in the following 
terms as interpreted to me : 



I am happy to see you here as the. representntivo of a nation to whom 
luch and wbose friendship and good will we so hishly value and tha 
ways endeavor to retain. Your credentials are highly satisfactory. 

I was then asked whether I wished to be introduced to the King, 



and on replying in the afiimative, the premier handed me a letter of 
introduction, observing that on account of lameness she could not ac- 
company me. I was attended, as heretofore, by a number of the high 
officers of Govern meat, and on arriving at the house of the King found 
him waiting for me dressed in regimentals and attended by fiie gov- 
ernor of Mani and his aides. On entering he came forward and took 
me by the hand, requesting me to be seated. I handed him the pre- 
mier's letter, which he read. I then rose and addressed him as follows, 
which was translated by Mr. Judd ; 

Sir : Having heen appointed by the President of tiie Uuited States of America a 
commissioner to reside in the dominions of Your Majesty, I have taken the earliest 
opportunity to pay yon my respects. Wliile my Government expects no exclasive 
privileges, and has no desire or intention to prevent any or all ot'- '—' — 
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tiona from an equal parti cipaition in the benefits to be derived froui aa intercourse 
'With your isianda, a.nd seeks no control or undue influenee whatever, it hna a right 
to expect that no partial or exclusive fav'ora be panted to other nations. The wish 
of my Goyemment is that the independence of tlie Hawaiian territory may be scru- 
pulouBly maintained, and that its (jlovemment should he impartial towards foreign- 
ers of every nation. 

Allow me to congratalate Your Majesty upon the interest taken iu yon and your 
people hy on^ of the most powerful and free nations of the earth, as evinced by the 
nnonimouB vote of its representatives thata diplomatic intercourse ahonld beopeued 
■with you. It must be a matter of great satisfaction to Your Majesty to think that 
while not a quarter of a century has elapsed since your country was iu a state of 
heathenism, such progress has been made in civilization and Christianity that you 
aie abont to be admitted into the communion of nations who for ages have had ail- 
Tantages which have made fhein powerful and happy. 

Nexl to the gratitude due from you to the Alraigu ty Disposer of Evcnfe^ you owe 
under Him, to those who, for the welfare of j'our people, left their fnende and 
country to teach them (yon) the blessings of Christianity and the arts of civilization, 
a debt which can only he paid hy the knowledge that their elforte have not been in 

I assure Yonr M^iesty that it will afford me great pleasure to be the means of unit- 
iug more closely the relations heretofore of the most friendly kind between the Gov- 
ernment of the Hawiiiian Archipelago and my own, and to furtlier by everything in 
my power a reciprocal feeling of fi'iendship and good will. 

To wLich His Majesty replied as follows, whicli was also translated 
by-Mr. Judd: 

I am much ^ratiiied at being informed by the pren 
hapjiy to receive you as a rejireBentative of the I'nJh 

Government is much respected by nie, and whoso peoiiio uuve mane great enorm to 
promote civilization and Christianity among my people. 

I thank you for the kind sentiments yon linvo expressed, and trust there ivill never 
he any alienation between my Government and yonrs. Yon rariy assure your Gov- 
ernment that I shall alwaya consider the citiaeus of the United States as entitled to 
equal privileges with those of the moat favored luttiona. 



Declaration of Great Britain and Franee relative to the independence of 
the Sandwich Islands, London, Xovember^ 38, 1843. 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and His Majesty tlie King of the I^iich, taking into con- 
sideration the existence in the Sandwich Islands of a government 
capable of providing for the regularity of its relations with foreign 
nations, have thought it right to engage, reciprocally, to consider the 
Sandwich Islands as an independent state, and never to take posses- 
sion, either directly or under the title of protectorate, or under any 
other form, of any part of the territoiy of which they are composed. 

The undersigned. Her Majesty's principal secretary of state for for- 
eign affairs and the ambassador extraordinary of His Majesty the 
King of the French, at the court of Jjoudon, being ftimished with the 
necessary powers, hereby declare iu consequence that their said maj- 
esties take reciprocally that engagement. 

In witness whereof the undersigned have signed the present declar- 
ation, and have affixed thereto the seal of their arms. 

Done in duplicate at London, the SSth day of November, in the year 
of our Lord, 1843. 

[L. s.] Abeedbbk. 

[L. s.l St. Aulaibb. 
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Convention of commerce, navigation, etc., beticeen Great Britain and ike 
Sandwich Islands.* Signed at Lahaina, February 12, 1844A 

Tlie differences which existed between the governmeiita of Great 
Britain and of the Sandwich Islands having been happily settled, the 
following articles of agreement have been mutually entered into be- 
tween the King of the Sandwich Islands, on the one part, and William 
Miller, esq., Her Britannic Majesty's consul-general for tlie Sandwich 
and other islands in the Pacific, in the name and on the behalf of Her 
Britannic Majesty, on the other part, for the preservation of haiuiony, 
and the prevention of future misunderstanding between the two parties. 

Aetiolb I. There shall be perpetual peace and amity between Her 
M^esty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and tiie King of tlie Sandwich Islands, their lieiis and successors. 

II. The subjects of Her Britannic Majesty shall be protected in an 
efScieiit manner in their persons and properties by the King of the 
Sandwich Islands, who shall cause them to eiijoy impartially, in all 
cases in which their iiitei-ests arc concerned, the same rights and privi- 
leges as natives, or as are enjoyed by any other foieigners. 

III. No British subject aci-used of any I'rime whatever Kball be judged 
otherwise than by a jui-y compoKCd of icoeign residents, proposed by 
the British consul iuid accepted by the Government of tlie Sandwich 
Islands. 

IV. The protection of the King of the Sandwich Iwlands shall beex- 
tended to all British vessels, tlieir officers, Jind crews. In case of ship- 
wreck, tlie chiefs and inhabitants of the different parts of the Sand- 
wich Islands shall 8u<:cour them and secure them fi-om phinder. 

The salvage dues shall be regulated, in case of difficulties, by arbi- 
trators freely chosen by both parties. 

"V. The deseitioa of seamen embarked on board of British vessels 
shall be severely repressed by the local authorities, who shall employ 
all the means at their disposal to arrest deserters; and all reasonable 
expenses of capture shall be defrayetlby the captains or owners of the 
said vessels. 

VI. British merchandise, or goods nicogiiizwl as coming from the 
British dominions, shall not be prohibited, nor shall they be subject to 
an import duty higher than .> per cent n'/ valorem. 

VII. No toiinagc, imixirt, or other duties shall be levied on British 
vessels or goods, or on goods inixiorted in British vessels, bey<»nd what 
are levied on the vessels or goods of the most fn\;ored nation. 

VIII. The subjects of the King of the Sandwich Islands shall, in their 
commercial and other relations with Great Britain, be treated on the 
footing of the most favoied luitioii. 

Doni^ at Lahaina, tlic ll'tk day of February, 1844. 

[L. H.] Wj[. Miller, 
[l, s.j Kamishamkha III. 
[L. s.j Kbicauluohi. 
Signed in the presence of: 
G. P. JUDD, 

Sevretary of State for Foreign Affairn. 

EOBERT C. WYLLIE, 

Secretary to Consul- General Miller. 



a Eni-liaL, iiucl in tlie lanj-uitae of the Sandwfeh IsliiHtls. 
led hy (^onveution uf March %, 1846, Vol. xxxiv, p. 32 
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ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands being anxious to 
suppress intemperance within his dominions, and with that view hav- 
ing taken measures to obtain the consent of the French Government to 
the abrogation of Article VI of the treaty of July 17, 1839,* which ad- 
mits the introduction of spirits and wine, on payment of a duty of 5 
per cent; it is hereby further agreed, that if His Majesty the King of 
the French should consent to the abrogation or to any alteration of the 
said article, Her Majesty the Queen of Great Britain will likewise 
consent so to alter Article VI of the foregoing treaty as that it may 
have precisely the same effect in what relates to intoxicating liquors; 
and that this additional article shall be referred to the British Govern- 
ment for approval, to be afterward appended to the convention at pres- 
ent agreed to. 

[L. s.] Wm. Miller. 

[L. s.j Kamehameha m. 

[L s.j Kekauluohi. 



1 OP JOHN WILEY. 



John Wihy, plaintiff on appeal, vs. The Hawaiian Government. 

This was an appeal from the judgment of the inferior judges of Hon- 
olulu. The present plaintiff in error had been charged before the court 
below with the commission of a rape upon the body of , an Ha- 
waiian girl, a subject of His Majesty; and proof liaving been adduced 
to the satisfaction of the inferior judges, they condemned the present 
plaintitf in error to pay the statut« fine of f 50. This line the plaintiff 
having paid, he appealed to the governor, and demanded a jury under 
the Hawaiian statute law, complying therewith by depositing the sum 
of #25, required by the statute to entitle hira to a jury. The governor 
having given the usual notice of drawing the jury of appeal, he pro- 
ceeded ou the day appointed to draw a mixed jury of half Hawaiian 
subjects and half, foreigners, required in such cases by the printed stat ■ 
ut« law. In the interval William Hooper, esq., claimed for his (lovem- 
ment the right of selecting and proposing to the governor an entire 
panel of foreign jurorS, to try the accused fbr the crime charged against 
him, which the gwvenior declineil on the ground that he was governed 
in his administration of justice by the printed law of the land and that 
there was no treaty extant between His Hawaiian Majesty and the 
United States of America which authorized him to deviate from the 
statute. 

On the day of trial above named the ])]ainliff Wiley appeared by 
his attorney, Richard 'Ford, and in person, and expressed his readiness 
to proceed to trial, but before the jury were actually impaneled Wil- 
liam Hooper, esq., United States commercial agent, appeared before 



*VI. Les marchandiacB tran^iiisee, oti 
notBimnent lee viuB et les enux-de-vie, tie 
d'entr^e plus filevl que 6 pour cent ad vak 



b,\jOogle 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 63 

the court and made out and desired to have entered on its minutes the 

followiog protest: 

Before the court jiioceeils to the trial of Mr. Wiley, I beg to state that hy a treaty 
enteret! into betweeu this Qovercuient and thai of Great Britain, on the 12th Febru- 
ary laBt, the subjects of the latter were Beciireii iii the privilejje of being tried, when 
charged with orinie againat the laws of this couutry, by a jury appointed by their 
consul, that 1 olaim, in virtue of the assurance given to Mr. Brown, the United 
8tatca comniissioner, by His M^csty the Kiug in October last, nhica secured to 
citizens of the United States e([ual privileges with those of the most favored nation, 
that Mr. Wiley, the defendant. Is entitled to a jury appointed by me, as acting 
United States consul. 

The court, as lit present constituted, I protest iigainst, and request that it may be 
entered on the records of the court. 

Wm. Hooper, 
Ai:Vniy Vviied Slates Cvnsiilar Agent. 

Honolulu, September 4, ISii. .'ii.^f\ 

Upon which protest the court decided as follows: 

The decision of this court upon the protest of William Hooper, esq., vice-commer- 
ciat ageut of the United States, now entered on the minutes, is, that there is a law 
in the statute books of this Government, which the accused is charged with having 
violated, and that at the time of violating that stoitnte there was and still is, also in 
the !>tatut« book, a law regulating the drawing of juries in the Hawaiian Islands, 
which Is oldigotorj upon this court. This court knows of no treaty extant with the 
United States that anthorines it, under the oaths of the judges, to depart from the 
law concerning juries, and it can uot consGicntioualy take cognizance of any diplo- 
matic currespou deuce between the Secretary of State for foreign affairs aud the 
resident ministers of other powers; nor is this court authorized to look into treaties 
with other powers for the purpose of according analogous privileges to a nation uot 
actually in treaty with HisHawaiian Mt^esty, especially when according them 
would inl^act a statute law by which this court is clearly l>onnd. 

The plaintiff, John Wiley, is under the protection of this court, who are bound to 
give him the chances of the jury bos:, anil not suffer a foreign consul to pick a jury 
who might be selected to convict him. 

Hereupon, before the jury were actually sworn, the United States 
vice- commercial ageut advised tlie ])laintiff to withdraw his appeal, 
which lie accordingly did, and the court thereupon nonsuited the i)lain- 
tiif and decided that his withdrawal was, in law, tantamount to an 
affirmance of tlie judgment of the inferior judges, which had been 
already satisfied, and they further adjudged the (ilaintiff to have for- 
feHed the $25 deposited for drawing the jury of appeal. The court inti- 
mated that Williaiu Hooper, esq., was liable to the plaintiff in error 
for having misguided him in a manner pr^udicial to his private rights, 
and left hioi to his remedy. 



Mr. Calhotm to Mr. Brotcn. 

^0. 4.] Dkpartment of State, 

Washington, January SO, 1845. 
Sir: Your dispatches to No. 16, inclusive, have been received. It is 
to be regretted that a case like tliat of Mr. John Wiley, to which the 
last principally relates, should have occurred so soon after the recog- 
nition of the Hawaiian (rovernment by that of the United States. Your 
course in regard to it is approved by the President, who concurs in the 
views which you express. Notwithstanding tlie United States have no 
treaty stipulation with the Government of the islands, they can not, 
under the circumstances, consent that the privilege of being tried by a 
jury of foreigners shall be withheld from our citizens wjiile it is accorded 
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to the subjeiits of Groat Britain aad France. We have every reason to 
expect our citizens shall have, iothe doinimoii» of that Government, the 
same privileges as the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation. 
You will accordingly commnnicate these views to the minister for i'or- 
eigii affairs and repeat, in the name of the Government of tlie United 
States, your firm protest against the proceedings of the Hawaiian au- 
thorities in regar(l to Mr. Wiley, insuring him in the strongest terms 
that the United States will not submit to discrimination so unjust in 
their nature and so unfiieudly in spirit as respects their citizens, and 
that tlie Government of the islands will he held responsible for all 
damages which may bave been sustained in this case, or which may 
hereafter be sustained by citizens oftbe United States iinder similar 
cil'cumstances. 

The United States, if it be desired by the Hawaiian Government, 
are willing to enter into treaty stipulations on the basis of tliose now 
existing between it and Great Britain, and 1 herewitli transmit to you 
full powers to conclude such a convention. But it is to be understood 
that the treaty is not to bar the claim for damages in the case of Mr. 
Wiley (if any have been sustained), nor of any citizen or citizens of the 
United States for injuries accruing prior to its adoption, should it be 
made. I have further to say that if Great Britain or France should 
hereafter consent, in cases involving the rights of tlieir respective citi- 
zens, to a trial by jui-y de mediatate lioffiia, the United States would he 
willing to malcG the same concession. But, whether there be or be not 
treaty stipulations between us and the Islands, the United States can 
never eouseut tliat their citizens sliould be piit on any other footing 
than those of the most favored nations, 

I have the lionor to be, witli liL}>'liest respect, sir, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

J. 0. Calhoun. 



Treaty of])eaee, amity, (nid commerce hetween France and tlie Sandwich 
Islantis, signed at Honolulu, March 2G, 18i6. 

Time having shown tlie expcdiciLcy of substituting a general treaty 
for tbe various cm ventions mutually concluded hwetotbre by Fnince 
and the Sandwich Islands, the Frcncli and Hawaiian Governments 
have mutuaUy agreed uiion the following ai'ticlcs, and have signed 
them, after acknowledging and decreeing that all other treaties and 
conventions now existing between the contracting parties, shall be 
hereafter considered as void and of no effect. 

Article I. Tliere sliall be perpetual peace and friendship between 
His Miyesty tlie King of the French and the King of the Sandwich 
Islands, and between their heirs and successors. 

Art. 2, Tlie subjects of His Majesty the King of the French, resid- 
ing in the possessions of the King of the Sandwich Islands, shall en- 
joy, as to civil riglits, and as regards their persons and their property, 
the same protection as if they were native subjects, and the King of 
the Sandwich Islands engages to grant them the same rights and priv- 
ileges as those now granted, or which may be granted hereafter, to the 
subjects of the most favored nation. 

Aet. 3. Any Frenchmean accused of any crime or offense shall be 
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tried only by a jury composed of native residents, or of foteignera pro- 
posed by the consnl of France, and accepted by the Government of the 
Sandwich Islands. 

Art. 4. The King of the aandwieli Islands will extend his protec- 
tion to French vessels, their ofleera and crews. In case of shipwreck, 
the chiefs and inhabitants of the various parts of the Sandwich Islands 
mast lend them assistance and protect them from all pillage, 

The salvage dues .will be settled, in case of difBculty, by umpires ap- 
pointed by both parties. 

Aet. 5. Desertion of sailors employed on boanl French vessels, will 
be severely repressed by tlie local authorities, who must use every 
means at their command t« arrest the deserters. All expenses, within 
jnst limits, incurred in their recapture, will be refunded by the captain 
or owners of the said vessels. 

Art. 6. French goods, or those recognized as coming from French 
possessions, can not be prohibited nor subjected to a higher import 
dnty than Ave per cent ad valorem. Wines, brandies, and other spirit- 
uous liquors are excepted, and may be subjected to any just duties which 
the Government of the Sandwich Islands may think proper to impose 
upon them, but on condition that such duty shall never be high enough 
to become an absolute obstacle to the importation of the said articles. 

Art. 7. Tonnage and import duties and all other duties imposed upon 
French vessels, or upon merchandise imported in French vessels, must 
not exceed the duties imposed upon the vessels or merchandise of the 
most favored nation. 

Art. 8. The subjects of the King of ttie Sandwich Islands will be 
treated upon the footing of the most favored nation in their conimercifj 
or other relations with France. 

Made at Konoluln, March 26, 1S46. 

[L. s.] Em. Perrin, 

Consul of France, 
Charged icith a speeial mission to the i:^andwich Islands. 

[L. s.] K. 0. Wyllie, 

His Sawaiian Majesty's Minister of Foreign Ji^Iations. 



Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Ten Eycli, August 38, 18-18. 

[Estracts,] 

Mr, Calhoun, in a note addressed to Messrs. Eiehards and Haalilio, 
the Hawaiian commissioners, dated on the 6th July, 1844, informed them 
that " the President regarded his message to Congress of the 31st De- 
cember, 1842, the proceedings of the House of Eepresentatives thereon, 
and the appropriation made tbr the compensation of a commissioner of 
the United States, who was subsequently appointed to reside in the is- 
lands, as a full recognition on the part of the United States of the in- 
dependence of the Hawaiian Government." Besides, the letter of Presi- 
dent Polk to the King which you bore with you, dated on the 10th Sep- 
tember, 1845, treated him as an independent sovereign. 

This Government, having thus pledged itself to accord to that of the 
Hawaiian Islands the rights and privileges of a sovereign state, can 
not in honor or justice demand from it anything which, under like cir- 
cumstances, it would not demand from the most powerful nations. I 
N S. Ex. 77- 5 
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cam discover iiotbing which would justify this Goveruiiient in objecting 
to the decisions of tLie Hawaiiaii courts in ordinaiy cases arisiuguudcr 
the muuicipal laws of the cotiutty oi- in dictating the policy which that 
Government should pursue upon any domestic suhject, and especially 
that of the tenure of real estate hy resident foreigners. 

For these reasons it is my conviction that if, in ^ conciliatory spirit, 
you would devote yoiu' eilbrts to acquire a jnst and honorable influence 
over the Hawaiian authoiities, you might accomplish the object. Such 
a result would be highly advant-ageous to both countries. You might 
thug by your counsel and advice render the Hawaiian Government as 
well as the citizens of your own coiintiy important services. We ar- 
dently desire that the Hawaiian Islands may maintain their independ- 
ence. It would be highly injurious to our interests if, temitted by their 
weakness, they should l»e seized by Great Britain or France; more es- 
pecially so since oui' recent acquisitions Ironi Mexico on the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Having been the first to welcome the Hawaiian Islands into the com- 
munity of nations, it is onr ti'ue policy, weak and feeble as tliey are, to 
treat them with as much kindness and forbearance as may be consist- 
ent with the maintenance of onr own just rights. Such is the opinion 

of the President, 



Mr. Ten Ui/ck to Mi: Buchanan. 

Office TT>'itbd States Commission, 

Honohihi, September 3, 1813. 



Having waited until the Ist of August last, and the Savannah not 
yet arriving, and a good opportunity offering to return, I left San Fran- 
cisco at that time and reached this place on Saturday, the 25tb ultimo, 
in time to witness the landing oC an jirined force from the French men- 
of-war iu and off the harbor, who took possession of the fort and other 
public buildings and proimrty belonging to the Sandwich Islands Gov- 
ernment in consequence of the Government having refused compliance 
with certain demands made upon it by the French admiral and the 
resident French consul. I have in my letter to Oommander Jones, of 
the 31st ultimo (copy of which is hereto annexed), given a brief history 
of the proceedings of the French. 

Mr. Turrill, our consul (with whom this Government has lieldofBcial 
correspondence since its resolutions of December last, suspending offl- 
eifj intercourse with the U. S. Commissioner), has neglected to furnish 
me with any documents or correspondence received by him in relation 
to the difficulties between the French and the islands* Government, 
although I have made a written request upon him therefor, " in order," 
as I stated to him, " that I might be enabled to determine whether the 
dignity and honor of the Government I serve, her rights, or the rights 



bjCjOogle 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 67 

»ud interests of Ler (citizens required any, and if any wLat, officrial action 
at my bauds, aud also that I might be enabled uaderstauding]y to ad- 
vise tlie State Department fiiUy upon the matter." In consequence I 
am otiable to state to you tliedemandsmadcbytheFrencli, the grounds 
upon whieh tliey are based, the reasons for noncomidiauce on the part 
of the islands' authorities, or to give any opinion upon the merits of the 
contixjversy between the parties. 

I am advised by Mr. Tnrrill that an exix>se of the whole difflculty 
will be piiblished in n few days by the authorities liere, in pamphlet 
form, when I will forward a eopy. 51 r. Tnrrill advisee me, also, that he 
intends fovwaidhig ntanusc-ript eopies of all the eoiTesiMindeme to yonr 
])epartmeut. 

I am waiting veiy anxiously the anival of my snecessor, that I may 
be relieved aud get finally away ti-om all couueetioii with tins Govern- 
ment. If ever a tbreign rcjireKent-ative has been neglected and abased 
by the administration at Washington then Iiave 1 been by Blr. Polk's, 
and all sim]ily becanse JMr. Buchanan had the manliness to sai-ritice me 
by censuring my ofBcial conduct (in laboring to follow out his in- 
structions) in the ^■ain hope of advancing Ids own political interests 
with the American Board of Foreign Missions, aud of securing himself 
from the jnst charge of neglect and iimttention to liis public duties in 
connection with this legation. 

I hope, moat certainly, to see ^tr. I<'aiues here in all tliis mouth. If 
he does not reach here by the let Oct«»bcr I shall feel that I am under 
no obligation to remain longer, and shall leave the arcliives of the 
legation in the hands of some trusty American resident,, to be delivered 
to my snecessor on Ids arrival. 

During my absence from here nothing of any public interest had oc- 
curred np to the time of tlie arrival of the Freiicli admiral. Three or 
four of our whale fleet Iiave returned here from their luiuting grounds 
near the Japan and Northwest Coast. Those now here are bound home, 
having met with good success. Witliin the next six weeks 100 or 200 
whaleships wiU have arrived at the different ports of these islands for 
recniits. The native population continues to disappear very rapidly. 
It is estiunited that 16,000 or 18,000 have died within the last ten or 
eleven months, out of a population not excee<ling 70,000. 
I have the honm-, etc., 

A. Tkk Eyck. 

Sbptembbb 4, 1M9. 
I'. S, — 1 was just on the point of closing this dispatch when I re- 
ceived a note from the French consul (copy of which is hereto an- 
nexed), Mr. Turril not having condescended to fiimish me with a copy 
of his correspondence with the French admiral, to which allusion is 
made in the French consul's note, I can do no more than simply ac- 
ku'iwledge the receipt of the French consul's note, with the assurance 
tlmt a copy will be forwarded to the proper de]>artment of the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

A. T. B. 
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Mr. Ten JSyck to Commodore Jones, 

[InoloBureinNo.55.] 

Ofpice United States Commission, 

Honolulu, August 31, 184.9. 

Sir: On Satuixiay last, the 25th inst., 1 reached tliis pla<;6 on my 
return from Caiifoniia, just in time to witness the landing of a body of 
armed men fi'Oin the Freueh frigate tlie Poursuivant and the French 
steamer Gassendi. 

It seems that the Adniirsil de Tromedin liad arrived here about the 
18th instant from Oallao, and the day Etfter the steamer arrived irom 
Tahiti. Under tlie a^lvice of M. Dillon, the resident French consul, the 
admiral requested an audiem^e of the King for the purpose of discuss- 
ing certain differences existing between the French consul and the 
King's Government. This request the King, hy the advice of his min- 
isters, refused. The admiral then, as I nnderstand it, made ten tbvmal 
demands in writing upon the King's Government and gave them three 
days to consider and accede to them^ advising the King that if they 
were not complied with within that time he should land a force and 
take possession of the fort and other Government property. The Gov- 
ernment refused compliance with the admu-al's demands, and accord- 
ingly, on Saturday last, at 3 p. m., he landed a foice and tooli posses- 
aion of the fort, the custom-house, and the Honolulu House (where the 
ministers have their offices). He also took possession of the Govern- 
ment schooner, the Kamehameha, and all the small craft in port under 
the Sandwich Islands flag. All this was done without the slightest 
opposition being offered by tlie aiithorities, the Government, in fact, 
having ordered that no resistance should be made to any pi-ocecdings 
instituted or conducted hy the French forces. 

Thus matters contimied uniil Wednesday last, when the French 
guards were withdrawnfrom the custom-house and the Honolulu House, 
and all the vessels seized, except the Government schooner, were re- 
leased. During this day the marines in possession of the fort amused 
themselves by destroying the powder, the large and small firearms, 
and whatever property they could find, and towards evening Anally 
marched out and returned on board their vessels. While the French 
forces were ou shore a deputation from the Government visited the 
admiral on board the steamer, but without any favorable result. 

M. Dillon had only on Saturday placed his family on board the 
steamer, and at 3 p. m. hauled dowu the flag of the consulate, and him- 
self went on board the same vessel. This was the signal for the land- 
ing of the French forces. 

The demands made by the admiral, the response of the Government, 
and all the correspondence is, I understand, in process of publication; 
as soon as I can procure a copy I will forward it. I understand from 
Mr. Turrill, our consul, that this Government have furnished him 
manuscript copies, which, with a protest sent by him to the admiral, 
againsthisproceedings, he will forward you and the Secretary of State. 

M. Dillon and family leave for France in the admiral's ship early next 
week, via San Francisco. I forward this by him. What the result of 
this proceeding on the part of the French forces may be, or what effect 
it may have upon the fiiture political interests and independence of this 
Government, is a matter of uncertainty, 

I fear it will tend to hasten the consummation of the intrigues of Mr, 
Wyllie, the King's minister of foreign relations, , and General Miller, 
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the English consul-general, by inducing the King, ere long, to place 
himself under the protection of the Ejiglish. Dr. Judd and the Amer- 
ican missionaries will, I believe, counsel this course rather than permit 
the King to submit to apV exactions conflicting with his and their views 
ajid policy. During all this proceeding, and while negotiations were 
being attempted, the Englisb consul-general was constantly consulted 
and his advice generally followed by the Islands authorities. 

Mr. Tnrrill having failed to put uie in possession of the papers re- 
ceived by him from this Government, or of copies of his correspond- 
ence relating to these difftciilties, although I had requested them from 
him, I am unable to expi'css any opinion upon the merits of the contro- 
versy between the French and the Sandwich Islands Government. 

So far as the conduct of the French in destroying the Government 
property in the fort is conceited, I do not hesitate to condemn it. 

The Preble is still here. Capt. Glynn will, of course, report to you 
the condition of his crew. It must be anything but encouraging, judg- 
ing from what I have seen and hear of their sickness. The French 
steamer will leave for Tahiti, taking the King's schooner in company, at 
the same time that the frigate sails for San Francisco. 
I have the honor, etc., 

A. Ten Etok. 

September 4, 18i9. 
P. S. — I have opened this to say that the United States revenue brig 
C. W. Lawrence, Oapt. Fraser, has .just arrived, forty-five days from 
Valparaiso. 

A. T. E. 



No. 30.] Consulate of ins United States 

POR THK IlAWAIIAJJ ISLANDS, 

Honolulu, September 4, 1849. 

Sib : Itear-Admiral Tromelin arrived here on the 13th Augnst, in the 
fviga.te La Poiirsuieante. The Frejich steamer Gasscndi entered this 
port on the day following. 

The admiral, on his first arrival, evinced a most friendly disposition, 
. and it was for a while confidently believed that, notwithstanding the 
embittered feelings of the consul of France, no hostile demonstrations 
would be made. It was soon apparent, however, that the admiral had 
placed himself under the control of the consul and would be merely an 
instrument in his hands. 

On the 22d of last mouth demands were made upon this Government 
jointly by the admiral and the consul. On the 25th this Government 
sent answers to these demands, declining to comply with the same. 
On the afternoon of that day ti'oops were landed, tlie fort taken pos- 
session of, and a guard stationed around two public buildings. No 
opposition whatever was made to the troops. The French held the 
fort until the 30th, when they abandoned it, destroying everything con- 
nected therewith, and doing much damage to the governor's house and 
the fui'uiture in it. 

During the time the fort was thus occupied by the French unavail- 
ing eflforts were made, through the medium of commissioners, to eftfect 
an amicable settlement of existing difficulties. 

I herewith inclose a copy of the correspondence between Admiral 
Tromelin and myself, also a copy of the pro<jeediugs between this Gov- 
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ernmeut and the admiral and consul, 8o I'iir as tbey have beeu printed. 
I also send a copy of a letter addressed, to uie by the minister of foreign 
affairs, in relation to the mediation of the President of the United States, 
and my answer to the same, 

H. B. M. consul-general protested in stiong- terms against the pro- 
ceedings of the admiral, and three consuls of the smaller powers also 
remonstrated against the same. The eom-se taken by the consuls no 
doubt had a very beneficial effect. Supposing that you may receive a 
communication u].X)n that subject, I send herewith a copy of the cor- 
respondence between Mr. Ten Eyck and myself. 

It has ever beeu the desire and aim of this G-overament, 1 beleive, to 
observe faithfully all the provisions of the treaty with France, and they 
have undoubtedly done so. "Why, then, have these demandabeen made? 
To one residing here, who has noticed passing events attentively for a 
year or two past, this question is by no means difficult of solution. 
Soon after his arrival in Houolnlu, the consul of France set on foot cer- 
tain political intrigues, the object of which was to eject from office one 
of the King's ministers, for the puritose, as is confidently believed, 
of providing a place for himself. Failing in these eitbrts he became 
embittered against the King's advisers, and seemed determined to 
gratify his feelings at the expense of this nation. 

The assault made by the atluiiral upon tliis weak, this Ohristian na- 
tion, was unprovoked, and admits of uo excuse. Tlierc is not one pal- 
iating circumstance attending it. Wlien the facts and circ urn st-ai ices 
connected therewith shall be fully known, the whole civilized world 
will place upon it the mark of condemnation. 

I have the houor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. TUllRILI.. 

Hon. John M. Clayton, 

Secretary of State, Wfialniiiit'in, J). C. 



[Translation,! 

Admiral's Fkigate of the French liiiPuitLic, 

La Poursuivantk, 
IN'aval Station of the Freneh Republic in the Pacific Ocean, 

Honolulu, August 23, ISiO. 

Mr. THE Consul: The Hawiiiiau Government, especially in latter 
times, violated the treaty concluded between France and the Sandwich 
Islands in a maiinei' which requires a prompt and c<iT«plete reparation, 
which divers acts of which some French citizens have been the victims 
rendei' still indispensable. 

I have taken, in concert with Mr. the consul of the French Ilepublic 
in the Sandwich Islands, all the measiires compatible with the dignity 
of France to obtain an amicable arrangement, but the obstinacy of the 
Hawaiian Government appeared to wish to force me to make use of the 
means at my disposal to oblige it to understand the voice of reason and 
justice. 

In this circumstance and agreeably to the conclusions of the ultima- 
tum sent by me, in concert with Mr. the Consul Dillon, I have the honor 
of advising you tliat the delay for the Hawaiian Government to make 
its answer known will expire on August 2->, instant, Saturday, at 3 
p. m., after which delay, if the Government of Hia Majesty Kamebameha 
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III does liot give me a complete satisfaction, it will only remain for me 
to reclaim by force what I have demanded at first tlirougli the pacific 
way of correspondence, and which I have not been able to obtain by 
means of a conference, which has been refused to rae. 

In informing you of their disposition, Mr. the Consul, I ought to give 
you here the assurance that the French Eepubhc neither looks to an 
occupation or a protectorate of the Hawaiian archipelago, but to a com- 
plete reparation. I shall give the necessary orders that, in the case of 
hostihtie^ taking place, the commerce of American proprietors shall be 
respected as ought to be that of a friendly nation. 

I have the honor to invite you to make these dispositions known to 
your- fellow citizens, in order that they may take from this day the 
necessary measures, on their part., to put themselves out of the risk of 
all hazards that may result from the operations which I may have to 
order against Honolulu, 

I pray you to acknowledge the receipt of this notification. 

Mr. the Admiral, commander-in-chief of the naval station of the 
French Republic in the Pacific ocean. 

Legoarant de Teomelin. 

To Mr. the, Consul of the United States of Ameriea in the Sandwich 
Islands, at Honoluhi, 



United States Consulate foe the Hawaiian Islands, 
Honolulu, August 2i, 1849. 

Sir : I did myself the hoiior this morning of acknowledging the 
receipt of yours of yesterday and in doing so 1 took occasion to remark 
that I would reply to your communication as soon as I could procure 
a correct translation of the same. 

As far as I have been able to do so, I have communicated the con- 
tents of your letter to my countrymen, but I can not well advise them 
what to do, as I am not made acquainted with the nature of the hostile 
measures, if any, that are to be used. If the town is to be bombarded, 
it will" be necessary for them to remove their fiimilies and valuable 
effects, to plivces of safety; but I do uot wish to have them put to the 
great expense and inconvenience of doing so unless the course you 
may ultimately take shall render that ueccssai-j-. 

Since the receipt of your letter, I have examined with much care the 
several demands which, in connection with the consul of France, yon 
have thought proper to make upon the ilawaiian Government, and I 
have heretofore read attentively the voluminous correspondence of 
France and this Government in relation to the claims upon which 
those demands rest. 

By that correspondence I am informed that as early as last April a 
large proportion of those claims, and I believe all that had then been 
agitated, were, by a resolution of the King in council, referred for final 
adjiistment " direct to the minister of foreign affairs of France," and, 
although the fact be not material to perfect the case, I will add that it 
appears from the siinie correspondence that the consul of France as- 
sented to that reference. 

I am also advised from a source entitled to fiill credit that some 
months ago — the exact time I do not recollect — the King appointed a 
special commissioner to proceed to France for the express purpose of 
effecting an amicable adjustment of those claims. This reference, be- 
yond all question, removed the claims direct to France for settlement, 
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andplacedthementirelybeyondtlie jurisdiction of the consul or of any 
other subordinate agent of the French Republic. 

But, viewingthe case as disconnected with the reference, I beg leave 
to remark that I have searched through the whole of that correspond- 
ence in vain to discover a single instance in which either the letter or 
the spirit of the existing treaty has l>e«ii violated by the Hawaiian 
Government. If there be sueli an instance, the consul of France has 
fiuled toi>oint it out. 

The demands which have been thus made upon this Government are, 
in my judgement, in direct ojtposition to the plain provisions of the 
treaty, and the enforcing them in the manner indicatetl would be a 
palpable violation of tlie law of nations. 

As the course you have advised me that circumstances may induce 
yon to pursue must of necessity sejiously attfect the great ^Vmerican in- 
terests connected with these islands, it becomes my imperative duty as 
a representative of the United States to iat«rpose my solemn protest 
against it, which 1 now do, and 1 shall lose no time iu comir.uuicating 
to the President of the United States the facts and eircumstaucea at- 
tending this case. 

With the ardent hope that the pending difticulties miiy yet be ami- 
cably disposed of, 

I have the honor to remain, sir, etc., 

J. TlTRRILL, 

United Ntates Consul. 
Legoarant db Tromblin, 

Etar-Admiral and Cmnnumdcr -hi- Chief 

of the Naval Forces of the RepnhUc of France 

in the Piidfic Ocean. 



Admiral's Frigate of tub rRF.?(CH JIei'ublic, 

The Pourkuivaste, 
Xavnl Station of the French Repuhlic in the 
Pacific Ocean, off Honohda, the 3Sth Aiiyust, lSi9. 
Me. the Conhul : In acknowledging receipt of your letter of yester- 
day's date, I have the honor of testitj-iiig to .\ou the surprise whi«'h its 
pemsal has on<;asioned ia me. I had not only not given you any cpm- 
municatioti of my demands on the Hawaiian Government, but furtter, 
the policy of the American Government made it your duty to not in- , 
terfere officially iu our aftairs with the administration of His Majesty 
Kamehameha HI, for yon know as well as I that the United States of 
America has made it to themselves a law of not mixing. ever in the 
aflfairs of other nations, and especially those of France, their ancient 
and their most faithful ally. 

I ought to advise you that I believe it to be my duty to communicate 
your precited dispatch to tlie Government of the French Kepublic. 

I renew to you, Mr. the Consul, the assurance of my very distinguished 
consideration. 

The rear aidmiral, commander-in-chief of the naval forces of the French 
Bepublic in the Pacific Ocean, 

Legorant ue Tkomblin, 
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United States Consulate, 
Foe the Hawaiian Islands, 

Honolulu, August 27, 1849. 
SiE: I liave tliehoDor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 25th 
instant, a translation of which was not obtained in time to give it an 
answer on Saturday, the day it bears date. 

You are right in supposing it not to be the policy of the United 
States to mix in the affairs ot other nations. But when a case like the 
one under consideration occurs, and I clearly see that the course mili- 
itary power is to take against this weak nation must greatly injure my 
countrymen and seriously embarrass the extensive American commerce 
connected with these islands, it becomes my duty so far to interfere offi 
cially as to intei'pose my protest; and in doing so 1 doubt not my course 
will meet the entire approbation of the President of the United States. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, etc., 

j. tukrill. 
Legorant de Tromelin, 

liear-Admiral and Commander in Chief 

of. the Xaral Forces of the French B^uhlic 
ill, the Pacific Ocean. 



SEPARATE AND URGENT.] FOREIGN OFFICE, 

August 25, 1819. 

Sir: The King, my master, commands me to convey to you, for your 
information, and that of your Government, the inclosed copies of the 
peremptory demands made on the 22d instant by the admiral and the 
consul of France, and of the replies to the same, which I have sent by 
His Majesty's command. 

It is not believed that any consequences can justly ensue endanger- 
ing the lives and propei'ties of American citiicens, which His Msyesty 
wUl protect, so long as His Sovereign authority and the empire of his 
laws ai'6 respected. When that period ceases. His Majesty's power to 
protect will cease also, and it will be for you, as consul of the United 
States, representing that Government, to act as you may consider to 
be necessary. 

It may be of imi>ortance for you to know that by command of the 
King I addressed, on the 22d instant, by the James Monroe a re- 
quest in His Majesty's name, through his special commissioner, James 
Jackson Jarves, esquire, for the friendly mediation of his excellency 
the President of the United States with the Government of France, in 
regard to all demands made or that may be made upon the Govern- 
ment by the consul and admiral of the French Republic, and to obtain 
this favor the King commands me to request your good ofBces. 
With the highest respect, etc., 

R. C. Wyllie. 

Joel Turrill, Esq., 

United States Consul, etc. 

P. S. — In case His Excellency the President of the United States 
should be objected to as a mediator, or decline to act as such, a similar 
note, with a similar intent, is now passed to H. B. M. consul-general. 
The King engages to ratify and abide by the award of His Excellency 
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the President of the United States, or of the British Government, act- 
JDg either solely or jointly upon all points tliat may not be agreed upon 
between the French Government and the King's special commissioner, 
James Jackson Jarves, esq. 

E. C. W. 

United States Consulate, 

Honolulu, August 35, 1849. 

SiE: I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your despatch 
bearing even date herewith, inclosing copies "of the peremptory de- 
mands made on the 22d Instant by the admiral and the consul of France, 
and of the replies to the same," and informing me tliat you had by com- 
mand of the King, on the 22d of this month, addressed a request in His 
Majesty's name, through his special commissioner, James Jackson 
Jarves, esq., foi' the friendly mediation of His Excellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States with the Government of France, in i-egard 
to all demands made or that may be made upon this Government by 
the consul and admiral of the French Uepublic, and to obtain this favor 
the King commands you to request my "good ofBces." You also in- 
form me that a similar note has been addressetl by you to H. B. M. con- 
sul-general, soliciting the mediation of England, stating that the King 
engages to ratify and abide by the awai-d of the President of the 
United States or of the British Government, acting either solely or 
jointly on all points that may not be agreed upon between the French 
Government and the King's special commissioner. You may assure 
His Majesty the King, that I will cheerfully do anything in my power 
to aid in bringing about an amicable adjustment of existing difficulties, 
and for that purpose shall lose no time in sending to the President of 
the United States a copy of your despatch, accompanied with such re- 
marks as I may deem necessary. 

I received a letter from Itear- Admiral Legoaiant de Tromeliu on the 
24th instant, bearing date the 23d, in which he states that " the Haw- 
aiian Government, especially in latter times, violated the treaty 
conducted between France and the Sandwich Islands in a manner 
which requires a prompt and complete reparation, whicli divers acts, 
of which some French citizeus have been the victims, render still indis- 



And tJie admhal advised me, among other things, that unless the 
Hawaiian Government should comply with the ultimatum sent by him 
in concert with the consul of France, by 3 o'clock p. m. this day, that 
force would be used. 

Believing that the admiral had been misinformed in relation to the 
violation of the treaty, and knowing that the use of force' for the pur- 
pose and in the manner indicated by him would greatly injure Ameri- 
can commerce in the Pacific Ocean, I expressed in decided terms in my 
answer to the admiral's letter, which bears date of the 24th instant, the 
opinion that neither the letter nor spirit of the treaty had been vio- 
lated by the Hawaiian Government, and I protested against the enforc- 
ing of the demands in the manner indicated by the admiral. 

I shall lose no time in making the President of tlie United States 
fully acquainted with the course I have taken in relation to the pro- 
ceedings of the admiral and the consul of France. 
I have the honor to be, etc.. 



His Excellency ,K. C. Wyllie, 

Minister of Foreign Relations, etc., Honolulu. 



J. TUBBILL. 
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A treaty of friendship, covtmerce, and navigation, between the United 
States of America and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands. 
eonchided at Washint/ton, SOtJt Decsmher, 1849 — Batijied 4th February, 
1850 — Exchanged J?ith Aiignst, 1850 — Proclaimed 9th November, 1850. 

Whereas a treaty of frieudsliip, coiuiiterce, and iiavigatum, between 
the United States of America and His Srajesty the liing of the Hawa- 
iian Islands, was concluded and signed at "VVasliington on the twen- 
tieth day of December, iu the year of oar Loid one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-nine, the onginal of which treaty is, word for word, 
as follows : 

The United States of America and Hi« Majesty the King of the 
Hawiiiiiin Islands, equally animated with the desire of maintaining the 
relations of good nndorstanding which have hitherto so happily sub- 
sisted between tlieir resjiective states, and consolidating the commer- 
cial intercourse between them, 1 lave agreed to enter into negotiations for 
the conclusion of a treaty of friendship, commercte, and navigation, for 
which pui-pose they have appointed plenipotentiaries, that is to say: 
The President of the United States of America, John M. Clayton, Sec- 
retary of State of the United States, and His Majesty the King of the 
Hawaiian Islands, James Jaekson Jarves, accredited as his special 
commissioner to the Government of the United States, who, after hav- 
ing exchanged their full powers, found in good and due tbnu, have 
concluded and signed the followhig articles. 

Article I. 

There shall be perpetual peace and amity between tlie United States 
and Tlie King of the Hawaiian Islands, his heirs and his successors. 

Article II. 

There shiill be reciprocal libei-ty of commerce and navigation between 
the United States of America and the Hawaiian Islands. No duty of 
customs or other impost shall be charged upon any goods the produce 
or manufacture of one country, upon importati<m from such country 
Into the other, other or higher tlian tlie duty or imix)St charged upon 
goods of the same kind the produce or manufacture of or imported 
from any other country; and the United States of America and His 
MSjiesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands do hereby engEige that the 
subjects or citizens of any otlter state shall not enjoy any favor, privi- 
lege, or immunity whatever, in matters of commerce and navigation, 
whicli shall not also at the same tune be extended to the subjects or 
citizens of the other contracting party, gratuitously, if the concession 
in favor of that other state shall have been gratuitous, and in return 
for a compensation, as nearly as possible of proportionate value and 
effect, to he adjusted by mutual agreement, if the concession shall have 
been conditional. 

Article III. 

All articles the produce or manufacture of either country, which can 
legally be imported into either country from the other, in ships of that 
other country, and thence coming, shall, when so imported, be subject 
to the same duties and enjoy the same privileges, whether imported in 
ships of the one country or in sliips of the other; and, in like n 
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all goods wliieh can legally be exported or reexported fixnn eitlier coun- 
try to the other, in ships of that other country, shall, when so exported 
or reexported, be subject to the same dutiea and be entitled to the same 
privileges, drawbacks, bounties, and allowances, whether exported in 
ships of the one country or in sliips of the other; and all goods and 
articles, of whatever description, notlieiiig of the produc* or inanufac- 
ture of the United States, which can be logidly imixirted into tlie Sand- 
wich Islands, shall, when so imi>orted in vessels of the United States, 
pay no other or higher duties, iin|>osts, or charges than shall be payable 
upon tlie like goods and articles when imported in the vessels of the 
most favored nation, other than tlie nation of which tlie said goods and 
articles are the produce or manufactni'e. 

Article IV. 

No duties of tonnage, harbor, light-honHea, ]iilotage, quarantine, or 
other similar duties, of whatever nature, or under wliatever denomina- 
tion, shall be imposed in eitlier country upon the vessels of the other, 
in respect of voyages between the United States of America and the 
Hawaiian Islands, if laden, or in respect of any voyage, if in ballast, 
which shall not be equally iinjiosed in the like cases on national vessels. 

Article V. 

It is hereby declared that the sti]udations of the present treaty are 
not to be understood as ajtplying to the navigation and carrying trade 
between one port and another situated in the States of either contract- 
ing party, such narigation and trade being reserved exclusively to 
uational ve.ssels. 

Article VI. 

Steam vessels of the United States, which may be employed by the 
Governmentof the said States in the carrying of their public mails across 
the Pacific Ocean, or from one jtort in that ocean to another, shall have 
free access to the ports of the Sandwich Islands, with the privilege of 
stopping therein to relit, to refresli, to land passengers and their bag- 
gage, and for the transaction of any business i>ertaining to the public 
mail service of tha United States, and shall be subject, in such ports, 
to no duties of tonnage, harbor, light-houses, quarantine, or other simi- 
lar duties, of whatever nature or under whatever denomination. 

Article VII, 

The whale shijjs of the United States shall have access to the ports 
of Hilo, Kealakekua, and Haualei, in the Sandwich Islands, for the 
purposes of refitment and refreshment, as well as to the ports of Hono- 
lulu and Lahaina, which only are ports of entry for all merchant ves- 
sels; and in all the above-named ports theyshall be permitted to trade 
or barter their supplies of goods, excepting spirituous liquors, to the 
amount of two hundred dollars ad valorem for each vessel, without pay- 
ing any charge for tonnage or harbor dues of any description, or any 
duties or imposts whatever upon the goods or articles so traded or bar- 
tered. They shall also be permitted, with the like exemption from all 
charges for tonnage and harbor dues, fiirther to trade or barter, with 
the same exception as to spirituous liquors, to the additional amount of 
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one thousand dollars ad valorem for each vessel, paying upon the addi- 
tional goods and articles so traded and bartered no other or higher 
duties than are payable on like goods and articles when imimrted in the 
vessels and by the citizens or subjects of the most favored foreign na- 
tion. They shall also be permitted to pass from port to port of the 
Sandwich Islands for the purpose of procuring refreshments ; but they 
shall not discharge their seamen or land their passengers in the said 
islands, except at Lahaiua and Honolulu; and in all the ports named in 
this article the whale ships of the United States shall enjoy, in all re, 
speets whatsoever, all the ris'hts, privileges, and immunities which ar^ 
enjoyed by, or shall be granted to, the whale ships of the most favore 
foreign nation. The like privilege of frequenting the three ports of the 
Sandwich Islands above named in this article, not being ports of entry 
for merchant vessels, is also guarantied to all the public ^rmed vessels 
of the Uiiit«d States. But nothing in this article shall be construed as 
autliori/.ing any vessel of the United States having on board any disease 
usually regarded as requiring quarantine to enter, during the continu- 
ance of such disease on board, any port of the Sandwich Islands other 
than Lahaina or Honolulu, 

Article VIII. 

The contJ'aeting parties engage, in regard to the personal privileges, 
that the citizens of the United States of America shall enjoy in the do- 
minions of His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, and the 
subjects of his said Ma,jesty in the United States of America, that they 
shall have free aud undoubted right to travel and to reside in the states 
of the two high contracting parties, subject to the same precautions of 
police which are practiced towards the subjects or citizens of the most 
favored nations. They shall be entitled to occupy dwellings and ware- 
houses, and to dispose of theh' personal property of every kind and de- 
scription, by s&le, gift, exchange, will, or in any other way whatever, 
without the smallest hindrance or obstacle; and their heirs or repre- 
sentatives, being subjects or citizens of the other contracting party, 
shall succeed in their personal goods, whether by testament or abin- 
testato; aud niay take possession thereof, either by themselves or by 
others acting for them, and dispose of the same at will, paying to the 
profit of the respective Governments such dues only as the inhabitants 
of the country wherein the said goods are shall be subject to pay in 
like cases. And, in case of the absence of the heir and represen- 
tative, such care shall be taken of the said goods as would be taken 
of the goods of a native of the same country in like case, until the 
lawful owner may take measures for receiving them. And if a ques- 
tion should arise among several claimants as to which of them said 
goods belong, the same shall be decided finally by the laws and judges 
of the land wherein the said goods are. Where, on the decease of any 
person holding real estate within the territories of one party, such real 
estate would, by the laws of the land, descend on a citizen or subject 
pt the other, were he not disqualified by alienage, such citizen or sub- 
ject shall be allowed a reasonable time to sell the same, and to with- 
draw the proceeds without molestation, and exempt from all duties of 
detraction on the part of the Government of the respective states. 
The citizens or subjects of the contracting parties shall not be obligti^ 
to pay, under any pretence whatever, any taxes or impositions other 
or gi'eater than those which are paid, or may hereafter be paid, by the 
subjects or citizens of the most favored nations, in the respective 
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states of the liigli contracting parties. Tliey shall be exempt from ail 
military service, whether by land or by sea; from forced loans; and 
from every extraordinary contribution not general and by law estab- 
lished. Their dwellings, warehouses, and aU premises appertaining 
thereto, destined tor the purposes of commerce or residence, shall be 
respected. JHo arbitrary seanrli of or visit to their houses, and uo arbi- 
trary examination or insjiection whatever of the books, pa|)ers, or ac- 
connts of their ti'adc, shall be made; Ijnt such measures shall be exe- 
cuted only in coufomiity with the legal sentence of a competent tri- 
bunal; and each of the two contracting parties engages that the citi- 
zens or subjects of the other residing in their respective states shall 
enjoy their property and personal security in as full and ample manner 
as their o^vii citizens or subjects, or the subjects or citizens of the most 
favored nation, but subject always to the laws and statutes of the two 
countries, respectively. 

Article IX. 

The citi/.ciis and (subjects of each of the two contracting parties shall 
be free in the Stiites of the otJier to manage their own affairs them- 
selves, or to commit those affairs to the management of any persons 
whom they may apx>()int as their broker, factor, or agent; nor shall the 
citizens and subjects of the two couti-acting parties be restrained in 
then- choice of persons to act in such cai>acities ; nor shall they be called 
upon to pay any salary or reuumeratioti to any person whom they shall 
not choose to employ. 

Absolute freedom shall be given in all cases to the buyer and seller 
to bargain together and to fix the price of any goods or merchandise 
imported into, or to be exported from, the States aud dominions of the 
two contracting parties, save and except generally such cases wherein 
the laws and usages of the countrj'miiy require the intervention of any 
special agents in the States aiul dominions of the conti%cting parties. 
But nothing contained in this or any other article of tlie present ti-eaty 
shall be construed to authorize the sale of spirituous liquors to the na- 
tives of the Sandwich Islands, fuitlier tlmn such sale may be allowed by 
the Hawaiin laws. 

Article X. 

Each of the two contracting jiartics may have, in the ports of the 
other, consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial agents of their own ap- 
liointnient, who shall enjoy the same privileges and powers with those 
of the most favored nations; but if any such consuls shall exercise com- 
merce, they shall be subject to the same laws and usage to which the 
private individuals of their nation are subject in the same place. The 
said consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial agents are authorized to re- 
quire the assistancfe of the local authorities for the seai-ch, arrest, deten- 
tion, and imprisonment of the deserters fi-om the ships of war aud mer- 
chant vessels of their country. For this purpose tliey shall apply to 
the competent tribunals, judges, and officers, and shall, in writing, de- 
mand the said deserters, proving, by the exhibition of the registers of 
the vessels, the rolls of the crews, or by other official documents, that 
such individuals formed part of the crews; and this reclamation being 
thus substantiated, the surrender shall not be refused. Such desert- 
ers, when aixested, shall be placed at the disposal of the said consuls, 
vice-conswls, or commercial agents, and may be confined in the public 
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prisons, at tlie request and cost of tLose who sliall claim them, iu order 
to be detained until the time when they shall be restored to the vessel 
to which they belonged, or sent back to their own country by a vessel 
of the same nation, or any other vessel whatsoever. The agents, own- 
ers, or mastei'S of vessels on aci-ount of whom the deserters have been 
apprehended, upon requisition of the local authoiities, shall be retjiiired 
to take or send away such deserters from the States and dominions of 
. the contracting parties, or give such Menirity for their good conduct as 
the law may require. But if not sent back nor reclaimed within six 
months from the day of their arrest, or if all the exiienses of such im- 
prisonment ai'e not defrayed by the pai-ty causing such aixest and 
imprisonment, they shall be set at libei'ty, and shall not be again ar- 
rested tbr the same cause. However, if the desei'ters should be found 
to have committed any crime or offence, their surrender may be de- 
layed until the tribunal before which their case shall be depending 
shall have prononncecl itw sentence, and Kuch sentence sliall have been 
carried into ert'ect. 

Article XI. 

It is agreed that perfect and entire liberty of conscience shall be en 
joyed by the citizens and subjects of both the contracting parties, in the 
countries of the one and the other, without their being liable to be dis- 
turbed or molested on account of their religious belief. But nothing 
contained in this ai-ticle shall be construed to interfere with the exclu- 
sive right of the Hawaiian Government t^negulate tbr itself the schools 
which it may establish or support within its Jurisdiction, 

Article XIT. 

If any sliips of war or other vessels be wrecked on the coasts of the 
States or Territories of either of the contracting parties, such ships or 
vessels, or any parts thereof, and all furniture and appurtenances be- 
longing thereunto, and all g<K)ds and niciehaiidise which shall he saved 
therefifom, or the produce thereof, if sold, shall bo tWthiully restored 
with the least possible delay to the proprietors, upon being claimed by 
them or by their duly authorized factors; and, if there ai'e no such 
proprietors or factors on the spot, then the said goods and merchan- 
dise, or the proceeds thereof, as well as all the pai>ers Ibund on board 
such wrecfeed ships or vessels, shall be delivered to the American or 
Hawaiian consul or vice-consul iu whose district the wreck may have 
taken place; and such consul, vice-consul, proprietors, or factors, lihall 
pay only the expenses incurred in the preservation of the property, 
together with the rate of salvage and exjwnses of quarantine wlii<;h 
would have been payable in the like case of a wreck of a national ves- 
sel ; and the goods and merchandise saved from the wreck shall not be 
subject to duties unless entered for consumption, it being understood 
that in case of any legal claim iipon such wreck, goods, or merchandise, 
the same shall be refen-ed for decision to the competent tribunals of 
the country. 

Article SIII. 

The vessels of either of the two contracting pai'ties which may be- 
forced by stress of weather or other cause into one of the ports of the 
other shall be exempt from all duties of port or navigation paid for the 
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benefit of the State, if the motives which led to their seeking refuge be 
real and evident, and if no cargo be discharged or taken on board, save 
STich as may relate to the subsistence of the crew, or be necessary for 
the repair of the vessels, and if they do not stay in port beyond the 
time necessary, keeping in view the cause which led to their seeking 
refiige. 

Abtiolb xrv. 

The contracting parties mutually agree to surrender, upon ofiicial 
requisition, to the authorities of each, all persons who, being charged 
with the crimes of murder, piracy, arson, robbery, forgery, or the utter- 
ance of forged paper, committed within the jurisdiction of either, shall 
be found within the territories of tlie other, provided that tliis shall 
only be done upon such evidence of criminality as, according to the 
laws of the place where the person so charged shall be found, would 
justify bis apprehension and commitment for trial if the crime had 
there been committed; and the respective judges and other magistrates 
of the two Governments shall have authority, upon complaint made 
under oath, to issue a warrant for the apprehension of tlje person so 
charged, that he may be brtnight before such judges or other magis- ■ 
trates, respectively, to the end tliat the evidence of criminality may be 
beard and considered; andif, un such liearing, the evidence be deemed 
sufficient to sustain the charge, it shall be the duty of the examining 
judge or magistrate to certi^' the same to the proper executive author- 
ity, that a warrant may issue for the surrender of such fiigitive. The 
expense of such apprehension and delivery shall be borne and defrayed 
by the party who makes the requisition and receives the fugitive. 

Article XV. 

So soon as steam or other mail packets under the Hag of either of the 
contracting parties shall have commenued running between their re- 
spective ports of entry, the contracting parties agree to receive at the 
post-offices of those ports all mailable matter, and to forwai'd it as 
directed, the destination being to some regular post-ofiiee of either 
country, charging tbereujHm the regular postal rates as established by 
law in the territories of either party receiving said mailable matter, in 
addition to the original postage of the office whence the mail was sent. 
Mails for the United States shall be made up at regular intervals at 
the Hawaiian post-office, and dispatched to ports of the United States, 
the postma-sters at which ports shiill open tlie same, and forward the 
inclosed matter as directed, crediting the Hawaiian Government with 
their postage as established by law, and stamped upon each manuscript 
or printed sheet. 

AU mailable matter destined for the Hawaiian Islands shall be re- 
ceived at the several post-offlces in the United States and forwarded 
to San Francisco, or other ports on the Pacific coast of the United 
States, whence the postmasters shall dispatch it by the regular mail 
packets to Honolulu, the Hawaiian Government agreeing on their part 
to receive and collect for and credit the Post-Office Department of the 
United States with the Unit«d States' rates charged thereupon, It 
shall be optional to prepay the postage on letters in either country, 
but postage on printed sheets arid newspapers shall, in all cases, be 
prepaid. The respective Post-Office Departments of the contracting 
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parties shnll in their iic<.-0Huts, wLiicli are to be adjtisted ainiaally, be 
creel iteil witli all dead letter fi vettirued. 

Article XVI. 

The iireweut tieftty shall be in foree from tlie date of the exeliaiige of 
tte ratifieatious, tor the term of ten years, and further, until the eud of 
twelve months after either of the contracting parties shall have given 
notice to the other of its intention to terminate the same, each of the 
said contrnctiiift parties reserving to itself the right of giving such no- 
tice at the end of the said tei'in often years or at any subsequent term. 

Any citizen or snbject of either party infringing the articles of this 
treaty shall be held lusponeible for the same, and the Laruiony and 
good con-eapondence betwreen the two tiovernmentH shall not he inter- 
rupted thereby, each party engaging in no way to protect the offender 
or sanction such violation. 

Article XVII. 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the I'rcsident of the United 
States of America, by and with the advice and consent of tlie Senate 
of the said States, and by His JMnjesty the King of the Hawaiian Isl- 
ands, by and ivith the adrieeof his privyconneil of state, and the rati- 
fication shall be exchanged at Honolulu within eighteen months from 
the date of its signature, or sooner, if possible. 

In witn«tss whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
same in triplicate and have thereto atHxed their seals. 

Done at Wasliington, in the linglish language, tlie twentieth day of 
Pecember, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine. 
John M. Clayton, [seal.] 

James Jacksoh Jaeves. [seal.] 

Aud whereas the said treaty has been duly ratified on both parts and 
the re8i>ective ratifie^vtions of the same were exchanged at Honolulu on 
the 24th day of August last, by Charles Bnnker, consul of the United 
States at Lahauia, and E. 0. Wyllie, minister of ibreign relations of His 
Majesty the King of tlie Hawaiian Islands, on the ^art of their resjiee- 
tive govenuuents: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Millard Fillmore, President of the 
United States, have caused the said treaty to be made public, to the 
end that the same, aud every article and clause thereof, may be ob- 
served and fultilled with good faith by the United States and the citi- 
zens thereof. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States to be atlixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this 9th day of November, in the 
year of our Lord 1S50, and of the Independence of the United States 
the seventy- fifth. 

[l, S.1 MiLLAED Fillmore. 

By the President: 
W. S. Derrick, 

Acting Secretary of State. 
S. Ex. 77 6 
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Mr. 6. P. Jiidd and Mr. Jumet J. Jarves to Mr. Clayton. 

Washixgton, Maif 30, W30. 

Sir: We have the liouor to iuelose for your pemsal coint^s ot certain 
documents relative to the late difticiilties wliicli have arisen between 
the Govemmeiita of Fiance and the Bawaiian Island?^. 

Nos. 17, 18, and 1!) relate to an application to the Government of Her 
Britanui*; Majesty in order to obtain their good otUces in the adjust- 
ment of the poiutH at issue. Nos. 20 and 21 relate to a new treaty with 
France. 

Prom these yon will perceive that tlie British Government have con- 
Beuled to use their good offices in fa\or of onr Government. We are 
instnieted to request tlie ftiendly interposition of the United States 
towards ii aatisfaetory settlement of the diffi^'ulties with France, and we 
invite the cooperation of your excellency, particularly with reference 
to the adoption by both England and France of treaties similar to that 
negotiated by the United States. It is the earnest desire of His 
Hawaiian M^esty tliat the United States lieuome party to an arraage- 
meot with those two jiowera to secnre his neutiality in all wars and 
provide for the settlement of any future diflleulty which may arise be- 
tween the Hawaiian Islands and either of the three powers by a refer- 
ence to the other two. 

Trusting that our <;ominunicHtion may meet with a favorable con- 
sideration, we subscribe ourselves, 

Your excellency's most obedient servants, 

G. P. JUDD, 

James J. Jarves. 
[liiclosures not fonnd witli note.] 



Mr. Clayton to Mr. Jiidd and Mr. Jnrves. 

Department of State, 

Washiiifiton, June 3, IS-W. 
To Messrs. G. P. Judd and James J, Jarves, 

Washington: 
Gemtlemen r I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr 
note of the liOth ultimo, with the accompanying documents, relative to 
the diflerence between His Hawaiian Maijesty's Government and the 
Government of Prance, growing out of certiiiu proceediugs of the late 
consul-general of France and of the naval commander of that Eepublic 
at the Hawaiian Islands. Your note has been submitted to the Presi- 
dent, who has directed me to state, in leply, that as the United States 
have stroug motives both of sympathy and interest for desiring that 
His Hawaiian Majesty's Government should be upon the most ftieudly 
terms with all others and especially with those of powerful commercial 
States, lie ardently hopes that the misunderstanding adverted to may 
be adjusted to the mutual satisfaction of the parties, and will cheer- 
ihlly do anything in his power, compatible with the cardinal policy of 
this Government to bring about that desirable result. An instmction 
will accordingly be addressed to Mr. Eives, the United States minister 
at Paris, directing him to employ his good offices, either separately or 
jn conjunction with the British minister, for the purpose of accommo- 
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dating the dispute between His Hawaiian Majesty's Goverumeiit and 
tliat of France. 

The desire wiiieii you express in behalf of His Hawaiiaii Ms^jesty that 
the I'nited States aliould become a party to ai» aiiangement with Great 
Britain and France to secure His M^esty's neutrality in all wars and 
provide for the settlement of any future dittlcalty which may arise be- 
tween tlie Hawaiian Islands and eitlier of the three powers, by a ref- 
erence to the other two, shall be taken into respectful consideration. 

I avail myself of the occasion, geiitleiiteii, to ott'cr to you the assurance 
of jiiy very high regard, 

John M. Clayton. 



Mr. VliiyUm to Mr. Rives. 

Ko, 1.5.J Department of State, 

Wdnliini/ton, July 5, 3850. 
To William t'. liiVES, Esq., etc.: 

Sir: 1 transmit a copy of a note and of the accompanying papers 
addressed to this Department, under date tlie 3l>th of May last, by 
Messrs. G. P. Jufld and James Jackson Jarves, accredited to this Gov- 
ermeiit as special conuuissitmers of His Hawaiian JMajesty, requesting 
the friendly intei'imsition of the United Stiites towai'ds a satisfactory 
settlement of the diftfcreuces between the Plawaiiau Government and 
that of France. A copy of my answer to the application is also 
inclosed. 

It eert-aiidy is very desirable tliat the relations between France and 
the Hawaiian Islands should be of an amicable character. We desire 
that those islands should maintain their independence. We believe 
that their existing government is competent to discharge the duties of 
a sovereign state, and that if any of its acts or omissions with reference 
to other governments, or to the citizens or subjects owing them alle- 
giance, have been of questionable propriety, this should be imputed to 
the inexperience of the Hawaiian fiinctionaries, and to the difficulties 
arising from the peculiarities of their position. 

It undoubtedly behooves the governments of older and more powerful 
states who hold official intercourse with the Hawaiian Government to 
view with indulgence any delinquencies which they may commit clearly 
resulting from the causes just indicated. The occasion is not considered 
to call for an exitression of an opinion by this Department in regard to 
the merits of the controversy between the French and the Hawaiian 
authorities. The Department, however, will not hesitate to express 
its belief that whatever may have been the convictions of the French 
<il!ic^rs as to the justice of their cause, tlie measures adopted, to obtain 
redress were unnecessarily harsh. It is hoi)ed that this will ultimately 
be the couclusion of the French Government itself; and that, in that 
©vent, it will make such amends to the Hawaiian Government as a great 
and magnanimous nation can not fail to consider as due in such case to 
a feeble and injured state. 

The Department will be slow to believe that the French have any 
intention to adopt, with reference to the Sandwich Islands, the same 
policy which they have pursued in regard to Tahiti. I^ however, in 
your judgment it should be warranted by circumstances, you may take 
a proper opportunity to intimate to the minister for foreign afifairs of 
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France that tlie sitnatioit of the Sandwich Islands, in rt'Spect to our 
possessions on the Pacific and the bonds coninieieial and of otlier de- 
scriptions between theiri and the United States, are snch that we couhl 
never with indifference allow them to pass under the dominion or ex- 
clusive control of any other power. We do not ourselves covet sov- 
ereignty over them. We would be content that they should remain 
under their present nileis, who, we believe, are disposed to be just and 
impartial in their dealings with all nations. 

The President is not ]irepared to com^ily with the reqne^it of Messrs. 
Judd and Jarves, that the United States should become a party to an 
' arrangement with England and France tit secure the neutrality of the 
Hawaiian Government in all wms, imd to provide foi- the adjustment 
of any iiiture misunderstanding bctwet^n that Government and either 
of the three by a reference to the other two. But although a formal 
treaty for these purposes would be too little in consonance with our 
usual policy to be entenni into without great deliberation, our interests 
involved in the independence of the Sandwich Islands are of suiBcient 
importance to require and warrant us in adopting other measures for 
the purpose of restoring and presening haimony between their tJoveiii- 
meut and that of either England or France, The President conse- 
quently hop&s for the best results from your zealouK, yet prudent, en- 
deavors towaifl a satiefactoiy accommodation of the dispute which is 
the immediate o<M-asion of this dispatch. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your tihwlient servant, 

John 51, Clayton. 



Mr. \V. C. Rives to Mr. Wcbaier, 

Ko. 49.] Legation of the (Jnitisd States, 

I'firiSy September 1^, 1830. 
Sir: 1 omitted in my last dispatch to acknowledge the receipt of 
dispatch So. 15 from the State Department, addressed to mebytlielate 
Secretary of State, and which was not received here until I hadlett Paris 
on my recent excursion. I shall in the exercise of the discretion it com- 
mits to me proiit of the first occasion which may seem suitable and 
properto bring the views and considerations it suggests to the ajd of 
au amicable adjustment of the difficiilties between the Sandwich Islands 
and this Government, withoutintrudingoffleiously or offensively in the 
controversy between the parties. The minister of foreign aftiairs left 
here ten or twelve days ago to accompany the President in his visit 
to Cherbourg and some of the neighboring departments, and is not ex- 
pected back for several days yet to come. 1 have therefore had no 
opportunity of personal communi cation with him since my return to 
Paris. 

I have the honor, etc., 



We, Kamehameha III, by the grace of God of the Hawaiian Islands, 
King: By and with the advice of our knhina nui and counsellors of 
native chiefs, finding our relations with France so oppressive to my 
Kingdom, so inconsistent with its rights as an independent State, and 
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BO obsti'uctive of all our endeavors to administer the governiiiPiit of 
our islands with eqnal justice witli all nations and equal indepeudeiice 
of all foreign control, and de8])airin}; of equity aud justice from France, 
hereby proclaim as our i-oysil will and pleasure tliat all our islands aud 
all our lights as sovereign over them are from tlie date liereot placed 
under the pi-otection and aateguaid of the United States of America 
until i^ome arrangements can he made to plaee our said relations with 
France ui>ou a footing compatible with my rights as an iudepeudent 
sovereign under the laws of nations and wimpatible with my treaty eu- 
gagenients with other foreign nations; or, if such arrangements be 
found impi'a^^ticable, then id our wisli and pleasure that the protection 
atoresaid under the United Sfcites of America be perpetual. 

And we further pi-oclaim as aforesaid that from the date of publica- 
tion hereof the flag of the United States of America shall be hoisted 
above the national ensign on all onv torts and plaees and vessels navi- 
gating with Hawaiian registers. 

Done at our palace at Honobihi this 10th day of March, A. D. 1851, 
and in the twenty-sixth year of our reign. 

|L, s.] Kamehameha. 

Keoni Ana. 



Mr. Severance to Mr. Wehsler. 

United States Commission, 
No. 0.] Somluhi, March 11, 1851. 

Siii: I wrote you yesterday and sent the letter by mail in a vessel 
which sails on Wednesday, in relation to tlie liegotiations with M. 
Periin, tlie French consul-general, and that there was little probability 
of an amicable conclusion. What will follow we can not tell, but iu 
case of another hostile attack fVom the French, the King, with the ap- 
probation of his chiefs, and 1 believe nearly all the principal otBcers of^ 
the Government, have it in contemplation to take down the Hawaiiaii 
flag and run np that of the United States. They contemplate annexa- 
tion to our liepublic, aud ha\e already consulted ilie about it. They 
would prefer a guaranty of protecMon from England and the United 
States, and have consulted with Gen, Miller, the British consul-general 
here. He gives them no satisfaction, having written to his Govern- 
ment on the same topic before and re<'eived no reply. He is bound by 
the Joint declaration of 1843, that Great Britain shall not take posses- 
sion, either as a protectorate or otherwise. 

There is considerable British interest here. Formerly the King and 
chiefs i)nt great reliance on the protection of England, which was 
promiscdverbally toLiholiho, the immediate predecessor of the present 
King, when be visited England with several of his chiefs. William IV 
was then on the British throne, I heUeve; but since then they have 
liad a great deal of difBculty with Mr. Charlton, the British cousul, aud 
some with Gen. Miller, the present consul. So they have also with my 
predecessors, Brown and Ten Eyck; yet the American interest, mission- 
ary, mercantile, and otherwise, is altfigether paramount. 

The iHjpular representative body recently elected by native votes is 
for the most part composed of natives of the United States, aud so is 
the executive part of the Government, as well as the judiciary, at least 
in the high courts. The other branch of the legislature is cximposed of 
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a council of native cliiefs, letaiiiing so far tlieir ancient privileges. 
During tlie last year or two there has been a considerable immigration 
from Sidney, but not an influential or desirable population. Three- 
fourths, at least, of the business done here is by Americans, and they 
already own much of the real estate. The sugar-planters are nearly all 
Americans, and have a strong int«rest in annexatjon to the United 
States, as in that event they will supply our Pacific coast with sugar 
at an advantage of 30 per cent over all other sugars from the East 
Indies or elsewhere. The subject of annexation is here often hinted at, 
and sometimes freely discussed in private; but it is known only to a 
very few that the King and his Government have the matter under 
consideration. If the action of the French should pi-ecipitate a move- 1 

ment here, I shall be called on, perhaps, to protect the American flag. | 

I was indeed lequested to go and see the King on Monday night, and 
in the presence of the council to give him assnrance of protection 
should he raise the American flag instead of his own; b,ut I pretferred 
to keep away, so as to avoid all appearance of inti-igue to bring about a 
result which, however desirable, and as many believe ultimately inevi- 
table, must still be attended with difBcnlties and embari'assments. It 
was a week before tliis that I was applied to by the King to prevent 
the sailing of the VanduUa, as waB contemplated by Capt. Gardner. It 
was his wish to go on Saturday last. The letters of the premier, min- 
ister of the interior, and vice-regent will be found on sheet annexed, 
marked A. 

To the letter of the regent I replied as on sheet marked B. I then 
a^ldressed a letter to Capt. Gardiner, after tirst having a free confer- 
ence with him and with Mr. Allen, the American consul. The letter 
is marked C. To this Capt. Gardiner replie«l as marked D. 

Capt. Cosnier, commander of the Serieime, appears to be a very 
worthy man and takes no part in the controversy, as tSr as known. He 
can not speak English. I can not yet believe Mr. Perrin will require 
him to commence war or reprisals, or even blockade. I am, however, in 
the highest degree anxious to have your instructions Iiow far J may go 
in protecting the American flag if it shall be raised here. Tliere will 
be no lack of volnnte«rs to defend it on shore, and a host will soon rush 
herefrom California t^i uphold the stars and stripes. But then if the 
French should tire upon the town Irom the corvette, might not Capt. 
Gardiner interpose to protect American property which is to be found 
on both sides of every street in town, and all along the wbarvest 
Under the circumstances I am sti-ongly inclined to this opinion, but it 
requires very serious reflection. I hope no outbreak may ehange the 
present state of things till I can hear from you and know how far lean 
be justified in calling upon a volunteer force or any of our vessels of 
war to defend the American flag should it be raised here by the con- 
sent or desire of the existing Government. 

The Serieme may now go away without committing any a«t of hos- 
tility, but the difHculties aie not settled. TheFrench may return with 
a larger tbixw. They have more ships of war in the Pacific — one frigate 
and a brig, I believe. Tlie natives loolt uixm them as enemies, and if 
they come again on a like errand we shall be again appealed to for pro- 
tection and the subject of annexation w ill come np again with added 
force. 

I hope the exigency will not arrive till after I have heard from you, 
as I greatly fear my inclination may lead me to transcend my authority. 
Meantime I shall endeavor to retain the confidence of the King, the 
chiefs, and the cabinet. Of the latter, John Young, minister of the in- 
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t«rioi*, is the son ol' an Knglishnmu by a native woman. Mr. Wylie, 
uiiuist*!' of tbii'igii rehitions, is i\ Scotchman, liberal iiutl leiiined. I>r. 
Jndd, iiiinisU'r of flimni-e, is from Sew York; su is the chief Justice, 
W. L. Lee; and so is Mi-, Bishop, tlie coileetor-geueriil, who boaids at 
the same table, with me. Mr. Bates, tlie attonie.v-genenil, is from 
Michigan. Mr. Armstioug, minister of public iuHtnictiou, is from 
Pennsylvania; J«<lge Andrews is from Ohio. These Amerioms are 
now Hawaiian subjects, but they letain their atfectlon for their native 
land. 

Wednesday, March 33. 

The King, his chiefs, ami ministers, liad a consultation at the p;Uace 
on Monday night, and again on Tuesday night. It was the desire of 
the chiefN to appeal to Gen. Miller for Biitish protet-tion. This was 
promised them verbally by William IV, when they were in England. 
They have never forgotten it; but the general gave them no pi-omises. 
At the same time he cautioned them against transferring their antlior- 
ity to any other i>ower, evidently meaning the United States. I find 
he iB banning to be n little jealous of us. They say he complains of 
the partiality of the Government to Americans. Hebjeakfasted with M. 
Perriri a few days ago, and though he declai-e« the French demands ])re- 
posterous, he still seems little disposed to do min-h to oppose them. 
I'errin will doubtless inliame his .jealousy of us as much as possible. 
Already I hear thnaigh a Frencli channel that I'errin has no fear of 
England in this business. They b()th see that the natural tendency 
of events will be to thoroughly Americanize the islands, a process 
which will go on more rapidly when we get a steam communication 
with San Francisco. 

The tone of theCalifornianewspai>ers just received, too, will i^uickon 
these .jealousies aud appi-ehensions, if theyare felt. Bat what is most 
importiint tor you U* know is that a paper has actually been drawn up 
and executed transferring the sovereign authority of tiie Islands to the 
United States with the design of having the flag of the Unite<l States 
above the Hawaiian, This is only to be used in ease of hostilities by 
the French ; otherwise to be a dead letter. I am not committed to this 
proceeding by any writing, nor have I been present, but have iny in- 
formation from one who was presont. The most I have said in private 
conveiflatioii is, that if the King cedes the islands to the United States 
and puts up the American flag, I will do wliat I can to protect it for 
the time bemg, until the pleasure of my Government shall be known. 
Leaning upon us as tliey do, and sympathising with them under aggra- 
vated wrongs and repeated insults, I could not tell them we should re- 
ject their prottfered allegiance, and stand passive while they, with the 
American flag in their hands, shonld be trampled under foot by the 
French. If in this I have said too much, I am willing to be sacrificed 
if I ran he the means of biinging about ultimate favorable results. 

The Fiilmviith is expected hei-e shortly, and I am in hopes that when 
the news of difBcultics lime reaches Gom. JlcAuIey he will come here 
with the Rarititn. There onglit to be an American ship-of-war here most 
of the time; its presence will have a salutary efttect in preventing mis- 
chief. The English have had none here for some time. The fear of 
disturbances here operates injuriously upon our C4)mmerce, checks em- 
igration hither, and retards the purchase of lands here by Americans . 

You will get a pretty accurate view of these islands, their resources, 
and their politics, from Mr. Jarves' History,- latest edition. Com. 
Wilkes, and Com. Jones too, understood the matter very well. 
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When <J!i|>t. La Place was here, in 1S3!>, the Freueli eouaulwas Julea 
Uudoit; he hits remained liere, and is now a resident'of the Island of 
Kani. J am told on good authority that he ^aya it was the intention 
■of La f hice to seize and retain the islands, and that in demanding the 
sum of $:iO,000, in default of wjiicli he would take possession, he had 
no ide^ the Kinjf could raise the money, and was much disappointed 
■when he did so by bori-owing it of the foreign residents. M. Dudoit 
has now large interests here and entirely disapproves the present con- 
duct of the French, 

The Government here has long been harassed by the eontiiined inter- 
ference of foreign consuls. The English consuls have been a-s^dicta- 
torial as the French in some tilings, especially in the matter of land 
claims. If an Eii<(Iish suiiject Inid any sort of claim to a piece of land, 
lie was pretty suie to get through the interference of the consul, who 
paid little respect to native crourts. Property of great value in this 
town was given to Mi'. Oliarltou by a decisiini of the law advisers of 
the British oniwn in London ou a case made up by the consul. In fact, 
the indeiMjiidence of the Islands has not been practically acknowledged, 
The (lovernment has been compelled to peld to every capricious de- 
mand which a Hritish or French foreign resident chose to make, if he 
could get his constd by any means to take up his case. He had only 
to point to the guns of a ship of war, and the trembling Government, 
conscious of its weakness, was forced to yield. The Goveniinent has 
sought guarantees of i»rotfietion bat has not obtained them. Mutual 
jealousy of each other, cooperating with more genei-ous motives, dic- 
tated the joint declaration of 1843 by England and France; but this 
does not secure the Islands from continued annoyance by the hitter, 
and hence the people here want a dag over theni which will protect 
them. 

"VVednbsiiay (2 o'clock p. m). 
Joliu Young, minister of the interior, and Dr. (icrrct 1'. .ludd, inhiis- 
ter of finance, have just called on me at iny office, innl delivered to me 
a pai»er, whii^ti, after allowing me to read, they sealed in my pi-eseuce 
and delivereil to me to be ke])t among the ai-chivcs of the legation. It 
contains this indorsement upon the enve!oi>e in the native language, 
which Dr. Judd translated to me as foHows: 

Tho King reqiients tlie Coiiunissiouer of thf Uniti'il Stiites in case the fliig of tJie 
Unitud States is riiisiA above the Hawjiiiim, tlint lii' will ojieu tlie ititlosoil iiiiil act 
accordingly. 

The paper thus sealed is a cession of the sovereignty of the Islands 
to the United States by proclamation of the King, to be held until 
some arrangement satiafactoiy to all parties can be made consistent 
with the tieaty obligations aJi-ea<ly existing; and in case none such 
can be made, then the transtfer of sovereignty to be perpetual. 

This, of course, requires the consent of the United States, which I 
have not the authority to pledge, but I shall keep the paiK'r and be 
governed by cireumstances. The most I can do is to accept the trans- 
fer provisionally and wait for the decision of my (loveinment there- 
upon. The proclamation also authoriKOs vessels with Hawaiian regis- 
ters to carry the tlag of the United Stsites. 

Dr. Judd, in the presence of 'Mr, Young, assured nie that the King 
and his chosen and constitutional advisers were unanimous in agreeing 
to the course they had taken. 
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MARCH 16. 

I understand from Mr. Wyllie this iiioriiini>:, tluit M. Perriii lias 
retmned to Iiiiii tlie wpy <if my letter setting tbrth the claim of Ludd iSi 
Co. fov violation of th« La Place treaty, deeming it tn (.-onUiiii an oflen- 
sivc imputation on La i 'lace, and also tlie eorrespou deuce between Mi-, 
Bates and myself in relatioTi tt) the treaty of lS4li, Von will liave hete- 
witli copies of the ooiTespondenee so i-etiirued, and Judge wliotiier I Inive 
transgressed the rulew of diph)miitic decorum. 

In relation to tlie Lii I'hiee treaty I Inwo stated the liteial truth. It 
w;is extorted at the mouth of cannou, and the world <mght to know it, 
if it does not already. The official wHTcsiMmdence at the time demon- 
strates tins, and M. PeiTin can not deny it. Perhaps he take» this course 
t" evade a demand which he can not meet by argument, for he has hira- 
scll admitted that the La Place treaty was in frnvx- from 18:19 to 1846. 

1 learned last night fixim undoubted authority (au American i-esideut 
who ii»R long been opjKised to tlie GovernnieDt here) that the few French 
and English resideutH here are trying to get up another opposition 
paper in jilace of one recently stopped for want of support. The pro- 
posed edit4)r is an I'juglishman ; the pi'ospe<'tu8' whicli has been pri- 
vately circulated deiioun<'es the mJBsionaries and the Government. 
Funds will iirobably be raised and the paper started. You are aware 
that many Americans who hate the missionaries for reasons you no 
dimbt understand and hate the Govemnient tor the same and other 
resisous have heretofore fallen into the opposition, Imt tliey have no 
intt'iitiou. of playing into the hands of the British or French leaders, 
and when the flag of the United States shall be raised every man of 
them will rally under it. The restraining moral and religious iutlaence 
of the inissionaiiea is odious to many here, and this is inflamed by for- 
eigners who see that these missionaries are all Americans, and a>n- 
versing as they do in the native language and mingling with the na- 
tives have a x>owerfnl inflnence over them. The same lemarli applies 
to the ofticers of the (lovernmeut. They are now aU with us, and we 
must keep tliem so. It has been otherwise. 

1 refer to the nature of the American opposition to the (Joveniment 
h(;re to let you see clearly what elements British or French influences 
have to work upon. But these will be swept away in a moment when 
the question lies between an American and some other foreign flag. It 
must be remarked, too, that the number opposed to the laws for the 
suppression of licentiousness and drunkenness is being constantly 
diminished comparatively by the arrival of merchants, agricnlturists, 
and others with their families, giving a constantly imi»roved tone to 
society, wliicli is now very good in Honolulu. 

Monday, March 17. 

Tliis is the King's birthday. Flags are displayed in all directions. 
The King has a levee to-night. 

The importers of foreign goods liere may not like to substitute the 
American ttwiff for the Hawaiian, but then there will be ample compen- 
sation in having free trade with our part of the continent, and 30 per 
cent protection on sugar. Even now there is a greater amount of goods 
imported from the Uidted States than tVom all the world beside. The 
5 i)er cent will be saved on this. The natural market-s of these islands 
are along the Pacific American eoa-st, while the imijorts will come from 
all parts of the world, bat being chiefly from the United States will 
pay no duties. 

It is believed to be a part of the design of the new paper to attempt to 
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control tlie elections to, the legislative body. At tlie last eleetiou Dr. 
Booke, one of tbe succe»slii] candidates, an Englislimau and not a 
Catholic, receiveil every Catliolic vote, the tickets for him being marked 
■with a cross. If tltere should be an attempt to unite the Euroi>eaii and 
Catholic interests in tlie elections, it will bring all the Americans to a<;t 
together and they will <^arry all the chiefs and nine-tenths of the na- 
tive votes with them. We look to the legislative body to sanction iuid 
conArm the action of tlie King and the chiefs. I hold it to be pretty 
certain the native Government can not la-st long. The King's health 
is precarious; he is not so temperate as he ought to be, and the prince, 
heir apparent, is unfortunately getting into the same way. They are 
now under good restraining influences, but they are often tempted by 
wine and flatt«ry to discard their Puritanical advisers and maintain 
their royal prerogatives. It is almost a marvel that they have resistfld 
these seductions so well as they have; but they have some chiefe in 
their council who are very wise and cautions inen. 

As to the importance of these islands to our commerce I need say 
nothing to you. This town must be a gi-eat depot for coal for the 
steamers to China and of supplies for the whaling fleet. But besides 
this the islands have great agricultural capacities. I ha\'e l:)efore me 
the first volume of the traiishitioos of the Jinwaiian Agricultural So(;i- 
ety, of which 1 have become a mcmbei'. Among the pajiers is an 
aildress of H. M. Whitney, who has long been a resident of the islands. 
He estimates that there are 224,000 iieres of sugar lands, and twice 
that number of acres of tillable lands. Calculating sagai' at cents 
per i>ound, he says the annual produce of the lands would be no less 
than $27,000,000. He puts down the probable exports'thus: 

From t.h« |)r<»Iiipe of soil - . - 'f'0, 2S0, 000 

From liiclfs, tHiiow, and beef 1,875,000 

Butter and clieeso - 1,000,000 

Total 23,125,000 

This may be an extravagant estimate, but it is no longer doubtful 
that the islands can produce avast amount of sugar, coffee, and a great 
variety of tropical fruits, precisely such as are wanted on our Pacific 
coast, while an acre of swampy taso laud will supply half a dozen 
families of natives with food. 

I am happy to say that the Hawaiian Government has no public 
debt, but 1ms public lands, though perhaps the King and chiefs own 
the greater part of the vacmit lands in their individual rights. The 
public iiinds liave been very cai'efully managed, much bett«r probably 
than they would have been had the opp<i8ition prevailed upon tbe King 
to discharge Ida miiusters. 

In the report of the minister of (inance of 1850 1 find the following 
passage : 

la reporting tlie state of the department of finance it is with extreme pleasure 
th»t it ctkD be a»id in brief to be ont of debt, uud tliitt the ri^venne received h«n 
been BiifBi'ient to meet the current exigencies tff the GoveTument nnd to admit tbe 
expeDdinj; of » cntiBiderable sum in pennaiieiit imprnveiuentK for the general jcood. 

Entire receipts S301, 576.61 

DiBbursements 170,034.54 

Balanoe in favor of treaanry 122, 642, OT 

The whole balance of assets in favor ol' the treasury is $1 iO,lKS1.40, 
hut deducting the amount not deemed available the balance is $64,539.3^. 
Not many independent governments stand so well as tliis. 
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There are some claims against tlie Govenimeut, but the greater 
ainuunt of theui, if good agaiu«t the Governuieiit, are gotxl againtit 
France, being ilamageB for nonexeciition of the Laplace trenty by 
France, as wet forth in my So, 7, March 3, to the Hawaiian minister of 
foreign relations. 

While tlms ont of debt and witli money in tlie treasury, there is also 
Government property to the value of several liundred thousand dollars,, 
which ought, I tliink, to be left to the territory when formed, as the 
tariff of the United States would here produce more revenue than the 
government of the islands would cost the United States. Ijeaving the 
lands also to the island tenitorial or state Government would still be- 
a vast deal better baigain than we made witli Texas in a financial point 
of view. 

^lABCH 18. 

A good ileal of powder was burned yesterday in i-elebrating the 
King's birthday. There weie Hags of all sorts, and in the evening the 
palace was crowded by the representatives of all nations, exci^pt the 
f'Palani" (Freni-li), So many white faces (and especially ladies) were- 
never seen there befoi'e. Tlie number is rai)idly increasing every ycai'. 

After the eomjiauy depai^ted the King's band came to my lodgings 
ind played " Hail Columbia." I know not if there was a special design 
'n it. The band is coaiposetl of <Termans and natives. 

The white population of the islands is increasing; the native is dimin- 
ishing. The i-ommerce with British possessions in Kew Zealand and 
New Holland is increasing, as also with China and the East Indies, and 
emigrants come from both quarters. We want the steam conimunica- 
'ion with San Francisco as quick as possible. Wr. Kingsbury, of Kew 
York, is here trying to make anangements to jjut two steamers on the 
line from here to the coast and also to go from one island to another^ 
With these steamers and a telegraph from San Francisco to Washine- 
t«n we csin conimnnioiite with yon in about a week; so I hope yon will 
not object to a political connection on account of distance. Xor are we 
so far from the centripetal force of our republic as to be in danger of 
being thrown oft' in a tangent. We must nottake the islands in virtue 
of the " manifest destiny " ]»rinciple, bnt can we not accept their vol- 
untaiy offer? Who has a right to forbid the bans? 

I ought, perhaps, to have stated before, though it may be known to 
you, that there is no land tax. Foreigners are not taxed on their i>rop- 
erty. There is a poll tax or labor tax, but the revenues are mostly de- 
rived from customs, toimage duties, licenses, harbor dues, stamps, etc.^ 
But roads are much wanted, and the making of most of them will be 
expensive, from the mountainous nature of the c^iuntry. 

Thursday, Morek 30. 
From present ap])earances the plan of getting up an op; osition paper 
here in liie British interest will fail. So many Americans belonging to 
the old opposition have Joined in the pi-oject they will be sure to con- 
trol it. They have been put on their guard and will insist on having^ 
an American editor. We can not yet let the American opposition into 
our secret, lest it should get out. These Americans are in (avor of 
annexation, but they have no idea the cabinet they are opposing are 
equally so, and they, in their hatred of the missionaries, have appa- 
rently not considered how powerfiil the latter may be in any question 
between American and other foreign influence with tlie natives. The 
Protestant missionaries are all Americans — all republicans. The Cath- 
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olic iiiissioiiftiies liave all tlieir instructions from Boiiie aud are all 
Freiichmeu — Jesuits, iu psirt, if not wliolly. 

With an Americaii editor for tlie opposition pitper, w(^ ca]i pievent 
lioi from doing any Heiious mischief. 1 hsivo <;o)itided our secret to 
Dr. Itobert W, Wood, one of this old Aiuericau opposition to the Gov- 
erunient, but a very discreet aud influential man, with wliom I have 
daily intercourse. He has two extensive sugar plantations and ar- 
dently desires annexation. He now goes into tlie supi)ort of the new 
paj>er tbi' the puipose of keeping it in American hands. If the British 
interest insist on controlling it, the Americans will all drop it, and then 
it will be powerless. 

Friday, March 21. 

1 hear t-o-day from members of the cabinet that the ditticnltiea witli 
M. Perrin are in part settled, or waived, and in part rcfen-ed to the 
French Government at home, and that the Seneuae will soon go away, 
leaving M. PeiTin here. A few days ago he in<-]'eawed his demands. 
Mr. Wyllie told him they wei-e wholly iniMlmissible. He tlien intimated 
that he should be compelled to enforce them. Mr. Wyllie told hiiu in a 
very signiiicaiit manner that if he did so the King's independence 
would be at an end. Mr. Dudoit had told him betbre that if he pushed 
his demandstoofUr,theis1and8wouIdgo into thepossessiou of the United 
States. Probably he had the same intimation from other quai'ters. 
Mr. Wyllie's remark and manner confirmed these intimations, and it is 
probably in consequence that he has since lowered his tone and evinced 
a disposition to recede as fast as his dignity and French honor will 
permit. 

The duty on distilled spirits, in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Hawaiian Ohamljer of Commerce (composed of merchauts, chiefly 
Americans), will be lednced to $2.30; but tlieiewillhe no treaty stipu- 
lation about it. It satisfies M. Perrin tor the present, though tlie efleet 
will be to diminisli the importiitiou of French brandy and increase tlie 
impoiiation of rum, gin, and whisky. 

The question of indemnity to the Hawaiian Government f(»r property 
destroyed, the King's yacht caiTied off, and damages under the La- 
place treaty, is to be referred to the Fiench Government. I do not 
see that M. Perrin gains anythin;^ whatever by his mission. When the 
S^eme goes away the Vawlalia will go also, but 1 hope another Ameri- 
can shipof-war will soon be here. The natives look to us now as their 
friends and protectors, and they do not regard the matter as finally 
settled, as indeed it is not. New demands may be made at any time 
and perhaps a larger armament be scut to enforce them. 

Now the question may arise. What shall I do with the King's cession 
to the United Statest Ought I to retain it if he asks for it J I think 
I shall not give it up till I heai' from you. We have a great interest in 
the islands, and may as well hold the paper as security against a 
cession to any other power. We should not enforce it against the will 
of the King aud his chiefs, but his health is precarious, aud such are the 
habits of his apiwinted successor there is no knowing whom he may 
choose for his constitutional advisers. He may be wesiry of the moral 
restraints imposed upon him now and throw himself into the arms of 
some interest altogether hostile to us. In that event the paper I hold 
may have its use. I want yonr instructions before any new difficulties 
arise. 

Capt. Gardiner, of the Vandalia, will take this letter and forward it 
to you by some trusty liand. 
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I dine witli Gen. Miller, the Britisli consul -general for the PaciJic; 
islandis, this atternoou, and may be able to pick up some intbrmatioii. 

I now close this letter, but shall write further by the same couvey- 
auce. I have written this as altitgethei' contideiitial. 

With great respect, I have the honoi', etc., 

■ Luther Severance. 



Mi: Kchxtcr U< Mi: Rims. 

No. 28.1 IJj.LPAl!T5IK?JT OP S'i'A'J'E. 

WfinhhiyloH, Jiiiii: HI. isoi. 
William O. Eiveb, Bsi|,, etc.: 

Sir: In the disiiatiih fiom this Bepartmeiit (No. l.>) of the oth of 
July la-st, you were instructed with reference to the application of 
Messrs. G. P. Judd and Jamea Jackson Jar\'es, special couiiniHHioneis 
of the Hawaiian tlovernmeut, for the mediation of the Goverauicnt of 
the United States for .the imrpose of adjiufting the diitfei^ences between 
that Government and the Goveniinent of France. In yonr dispatch 
(No. 49) of the 12tl) of Sejitember, yoii stated that yon would avail your- 
self of the flrst suitable occasion towards bringing alwut an amiciible 
adjustment of the controversy. It is believed, howevc^i', tliat you have 
not since mentioned the subject. 

It appears from the accompanying letters addressed to the Depart- 
ment and to the Kev. Eufus Ander.son by Jlr. Jndd. from Panama, that 
the French (4ovemuieTit dcchned to accept the mediation of the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, ami disiiatched an agent to the Sandwich 
Islands, whom Mr, Jndd met at Panama, waiting for the arrival of 
an armed force tioni Oallao, with which he intended to proceed to the 
islands for hostOe purposes. The public journals have since announced 
that he had reached liis destination and had entered upon a correspond- 
ence with the Hawaiian Government. This iiitelligeuce has given the 
President mnt-h pain. It has also alarmed the American Board of Mis- 
sions, whose corresponding secretary visited this city last autumn, 
brought with hiui the letter from Mr. Jadd to the Bev, Mr, Anderson 
above referred to, and made application for vessels of war of the 
United States to he sent to the islands for the protection of the persons 
and ijfoperty of the missionaries there. 

Under these circumstances, if you should uot already have made the 
French Government iwquaiuted with the interest we feel in the inde- 
pendence of the islands, you will lose no time in taking that course. 

The piooeedings of M. Dillon and the French admiral there in 1849, 
so far as we are inttirmed i-espeeting them, seem, both in their origin 
and in their nature, to have been incompatible with any just legard for 
the Hawaiian Government as an independent state. They can not, 
according to our impressions, be aeccninted for upon any other hypo- 
thesis than a determination on the part of those oflicers to humble and 
annihilate that Government for reiiising to a(!cede to demands which, 
if granted, must have been at the expense of all self-respect and sub- 
stantial sovereignty. The further enforcement of those demands which, 
it appeiws, is the object of Mr. Perrin's mission, would be tantamount to 
a snbjugatifin of the islands to the dominion of France. A step like 
this could not fail to be viewed by the Government and people of tlie 
United States with a dissatisfaction which would tend seriously to^ 
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■disturb our existiug friendly relations with the French Govermeut. 
This it* a resnlt to be deplored. If, therefore, it should not be too late, 
it is ho])ed that you will make Hucli representations upon the subject to 
. the minister of tbreigu attairs of France as will induce that Government 
to desist ftoin mefiaures incompatible with the sovereignty and inde- 
pendence of the Hawaiian Islands, and to make amends tbr the acts 
which the French agents have already comiuitted there in contraven- 
tion of the law of nations and of the treaty between the Hawaiian 
■Government and France. 

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Danl. Weuster. 



JOINT KES0LUT10^. 

Be it rexolred by the nohlet iiittl reprenentntires nf the Hawaiian Islands 
in legistatire council oxsembleil, Tliat, in the sense of this house, the 
demands of Fraui'e are wo clearly unjust and contrary to the laws of 
nations and to treaty, and the wturse pursued by her so incompatible 
with the existence of a regular independent government in these 
islbudsj if France should persist in such a course it will be the duty of 
the King to shield himself and his kingdom fi-oui insult and oppres- 
sion by placing this kingdom under the protectiou of some friendly 
state; and that should such emergency be so urgent as not to admit of 
the legislative council being convened, it shall be left to His Majesty 
by and with the advice of his privy council, under such emergency, to 
consult the honor and safety of his kingdom, according to His Jlajesty's 
best judgmetit; and that whatever he may do will be binding upon 
the nation. 
Passed both houses of the legislature June 21, 1851. 

Wm. h. Lbb, 
Speaker of the Howse of Kepresenlntivos. 
Keoni Ana, 
President of the House of Kobles. 



Approved by the King, August 4, 1851. 



Mr. Hives to Mr. Webfiter, 

, So. 95.] Vichy, July 8, 1851. 

Sir: I received here three days ago your dispatch No. 23. 

"While Gen. de la Hitte was minister of foreign affairs I had sev- 
eral conversations with him respecting the unhapiiy differences which 
had arisen between France and the Hawaiian Government. I availed 
myself of those occasions to represent to him the deep interest which 
the people and Government of the United States feel in the welfare and 
independence of the Hawaiian Islands, and tlieir earnest desire to see 
the controversy then pending brought to an amicable conclusion, which 
should be consistent alike with the magnanimity of France and the 
claims of justice on both sides. Gen. de la Hitte always testified the 
best dispositions on the subject, and I had reason to think that he was 
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far froiTi approving in all tbiugs the conduct of tlie Fieiicli ageut iu 
1849. Since his retiveiiiciit from the iiiiiiistry there have been such 
frequent changes in the departnieiit of foreign affairs that I have had 
no suitable opportiuiity of recurring to the snbject iu the brief periods 
of ofiicial intei-courae with tlie succeaaive ministers who have tempora- 
rily occupied tlie department; nor indeed did 1 suppose from all that 
has come to my knowledge that there was any serious danger of uieaa- 
ures being pursued which niiglit couiproniise the independence or over- 
awe the freedom of tu-tiou of the Hawaiian Goveniincnt in i-egard to 
the matters in dispute. 

Sino-e the receipt of yonr dispatch, I have felt it my duty to addiesa 
a communication to the minister of Ibreign aflaivs, setting forth plainly 
and frankly, but in a tone not calculated U> wound the pride or dignity 
of the French Government, the views of the (Jovernment of the United 
States as embodied In your dis^tatch, the deep iutei'est it: feels in the 
indepemlenceof the Sandwidi Islands, and the danger that would con- 
sequently arise of an interruption of the good understanding now hap- 
pily existing between "France and the D nited States, if meastu-es should 
be pursued by her authority incompatible with a just respect of that 
indepeudence. To give the ftill eitect you desire to these rei)resenta- 
tions, it seemed to me indispensable that they sliould be made in writ- 
ing, for, besides the consideration that mere veibal communications 
never have tlie weight and importance that are attached to written 
ones, a strong additional reason is furnished by the changes of ministrj- 
which so frequently occur here for placing the views of the Govern- 
ment of the United States on record^ where they will pass under the 
eyes of whatever ministers may successively be called to conduct the 
department of foreign aftairs. A copy of the communication ad- 
dressed to me by the minister of foreign affairs is herewith inclosed. 
I shall return to Paris in a few days, and if anything of importance 
should occur in my interview witli the minister I will embrace the 
earliest opportunity to communicate it to you. 
1 have the honor to be, etc.. 

W. C. KiVBS. 



Mr. Wehnter to Mr. Severance. 

No. -i.] Dbpabimeht op State, 

Washington, July 14, 1851. 
Luther Sbvbbance, Esq.: 

Sir: Your confidential commitnicatious, Jfos. 0, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, 
have been duly received, submitted to the President, and by him con- 
sidered. 

They relate to a subject of great iiuportance, not only to the Hawai- 
ian Goveriuiient and its citizens, but also to the United States. 

The Governmeut of the United States was the tirst to acknowledge 
the national existence of the Hawaiian Goveninient, and to treat with it 
as an indepeudeut state. Its example was soon followed by several of 
the Governments of Buroiw; and the United States, true to its treaty 
obligations, has in no case interfered with the Hanvaiian Government 
for the purpose ofopi)osing the course of its own iudei»endent conduct, 
or of dictating to it any particular line of policy. In acknowledging the 
independence of the islands, and of the Governmeut established over 
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them, it was not seeking to promote any peculiar object of its own. 
What it (lid, and alt that it did, was doue openly in the face of day, in 
entire good faith, and knows to all nations. It declared its real pur- 
pose to be to favor the eatablisliment of a government at a very im- 
portant ix»int in the Paciflc Ocean, which should be able to inaintuin 
such relations with the rest of the world, aa are maintained hetweeii 
civilized states. 

From this purpose it has never sweiveil for a single moment, iloi' is 
it inclined, without the jn-essnre of some n&^essity, to depart from it 
now, when events have oc'curred giving to the islands and to their 
intercourse with the United IStates a new aspect and increjised import- 
ance. 

This G^ivemment still desires to see the nationality of the Hawaiian 
Government maintainetl, its independent administration of public af- 
ikirw respected, and its prosperity and ivpiitaition increased. 

iint while thns indisposed to e.xercise any sinister influence itself 
over the counsels of Hawaii, or to overawe the proceedings of it.'i Gov- 
ernment by the menace or the actual application of superior military 
force, it expects to see other powerful nations act in the same spiiit. 
It is, therefore, with unfeigned regret that the I'resideut has read the 
corresponden<'e and become acquaiutetl with the circumstances occur- 
ring between the Hawaiian Government and M, Perrin, the commis 
sioner of France at Honolulu. 

It is t<»o plain to be <lenied or doubted that demands were mside upon 
the Hawaiian (Iflvernment by the French (commissioner wholly incon- 
sistent witli its cliaracter as an independent state, demands which 
if submitted to in this case would be sure to be followed by other de- 
maiiids e<iuaUy derogatory, not only] from the same (jnarter, but prob- 
ably also from other states, and this could only end in rendering the 
islands and their Governmentaprey to the stronger eommeraial nations 
of the world. 

It can not be expected that the Government of the United iStates 
could look on a course of things leading to such a result witli indittter- 
ence. 

The Hawaiian Islands are ten times nearer to tlie United States than 
to any of the powers of Europe. Five-sisths of all their commercial 
intercourse is with the United States, and these (wnsiderations, to- 
gether with others of a more general character, have fixed tlie course 
wliich the Government of the United States will pursue in regard to 
them. The anuunciation of this policy will not suriJiise the governments 
of Europe, nor be thought to be unreasonable by the nations of the 
civilized world, and that policy is that while the Govenmient of the 
United States, itself faithful to its oilginal assurance, scrupulously 
regards the iudepeiidence of the Hawaiian Islands, it can never consent 
to see those islands taken possession of by eitlier of the gieat connner- 
cial powers of Europe, nor can it consent that demands, manifestly 
unjust and derogatory and inconsistent with a boini fide independence, 
shall be enforced against that Government. 

The substance of what is here said has already been intimated with 
sufficient explicitness to the Government of France, and we have t!ie 
assurance of his excellency, M. Sartiges, minister of the Eepublic of 
France near the United States, that tliat Government has no purjx>se 
whatever of taking possession of the islands or of acting towards them 
in any hostile or aggressive spirit. 

A copy of tliis letter will be placed in the hands of the French min- 
ister here; another copy will be transmitted to Paris; and another copy 
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you -will please to coiiunuiueate to M. Perrin, the Freucli couimissioner, 
upon the itpiiearauce of auy tlisposition oii his pint or on the part of 
any French naval commander in the Pacitic Ocean to proceed to hos- 
tilities against the Government of Hawaii for the purpose of enforcing 
the demands which have been made upon it on the part of France. 

The Kav}' J>epartm»;nt will receive instvuctioiis to plat'e, and to keep, 
the naval armament of the United States in the Pacitic Ocean in such 
a stat« of strength and preparation as shall he requisite for the preser- 
vation of the honor and dignity of the United States and the safety 
of the Govern II lent of the Hawaiiiin Islaiidp. 
I have, etc., 

Daniel Webster. 



[Unantubeieil.] 

Mi: Wtbsttv to Mr. Sfivefaiicc. 

Department of State, 
Wiishiiif/foH, July 14, 1851. 

Sir: 1 have written you a regular oflicial dispatch, setting forth the 
principles of policy whitih will be pursued by the administration here in 
■whatever respects the Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 

I now write you a letter of private instnictions, made necessary by 
suggestions contained in y«iur c<nimi\ini<;ations by Lieut. Johnson. 

in the flr^it place. 1 have to say that the war-making power in this 
Government i-ests entii'ely iiith Congress, and that the President can 
authorize belligerent oiK'rations only in the ca.ses expressly provided 
for by the Constitution and the laws. By these no power is given to the 
Executive to opi>ose an attack by one independent nation on the pos- 
sessions of another. We are bound to regard both France and Hawaii 
as independent states, and equally independent; and though the gen- 
eral policy of the Government might lea*l it to take part with either in 
a controversy with the other, still, if this interference be an a«t of 
hostile force, it is not within the constitutional power of the President, 
and still less is it within the power of any subordinate agent of Govern- 
ment, civil or military. If the Seriense had attacked Honolulu, and 
thereupon the Vauddlid had fired upon the Seneiisc, this last luit would 
have been an act of violence against France not to be justified, and, in 
fact, if not disavowed at Washuigton it wonid have been an act of 
war. In these cases, where the iK)wer of Congiess can not be exer- 
cised betbrehand, all must be left to tlie redress which that body may 
sribaequently anthorize. This you will constantly bear in mind. But, 
at the same time, it is not necessary that yon should enter into these 
explanations wich the French commissioner or the French naval com- 
mander. 

In my ofScial letter of this date I have spoken of what the United 
States would do in certain contingencies. But in thus speaking of the 
Government of the United States I do not mean the executive power, 
but the Government in its general aggregate, and especially that branch 
of the Government which possesses the war-making power. This dis- 
tinction you will carefullv observe, and you will neither direct, request, 
S.'Ex. 77 7 
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or eucoarage auy naval ofli<;er of the United States in committiug hos- 
tilities on French ^esisels of war. 

Another leading topic in your couimuiticatioii is the proposed con- 
tingent smrender by the Government of the islands of their sovereignty 
to the United States or their annexation to this country. 

This is a veiy important question, and one which you will readily see 
rises above any functions with which yon are charged. It may, indeed, 
be very proj^r for you in this case, as well as in all others, to communi- 
cate to your (Joveniment whatever the Government to which you are 
accredited desire to ha\e so cooimnnicated ; but it is very important 
that on a question involving such deep interests, both domestic and 
foreign, yon should ycnuself iiltogcther tbrbeai' e-titressing any opinion 
whatever to the Hawaiian Government. Yon will see i>y my official 
letter, which yon are at lilM-rty to cominuni<'ate to that Government, 
the disposition of tJie United States to maintain its independence; 
beyond that you will not proceed. Tlie act of i-ontiugent or ctniditional 
ennender, which yon mention in your letter as having been pla<'ed in 
yonr hands, you will please to ivtuni to the Hawaiian Government. 
In this case the Government of the United States acts upon principles 
of general i^olicy ; it will protect its own rights. It feels u deep interest 
in tlie preservation of Hawaiian independence, and all questions beyond 
this, should they arise, must be considered and settled here by the com- 
petent anthonties. 

You intbrm us that many Ameiicaii citizens have fjone to settle in 
the islands; il; so, they have ceased to be American citizens. The 
Government of the Unite<l States must, of course, feel an laterest in 
tliem not extended to foreigners, but by the law of nations they have no 
riglit fnrtlier tf> demand the protection of this Government. Whatever 
aid 01' protection might undci' auy circumstances be given them nmst 
be given, not as a matter of right on their part, but in consistency with 
the geneial iwlicy and duty of the Government and its relations with 
fiiendly powers. 

You will therefore not encourage in them, nor indeed in auy others, 
any idea or exi)et^tation that the islands will become annexed to the 
United States, All this, I repeat, will be judged of hereafter, as circum- 
stances and events may require, by the Government at Washington. 

I do not suppose there is any immediate danger of anv new menaces 
from France; still less of any actual attack on the islands by her naval 
armament. Nevertheless you will keep us constantly and accurately 
informed of whatever transpires, 

Y^our account of the prosi>erity of the islands and the fiscal Condition 
of its Government is interesting, and you can be hardly too full and 
particular in such statements. 

Mr, Allen is at present qiute unwell at Boston, As soon as he is 
able he will return to his post, Lieut, Johnson will take this dispatch 
to Panama. If Mr. Allen's illness should continue for any length ot 
time, which wc hope may not be the case, Lieut. Johnson will be 
directed to return witliout him. 
1 have the honor, etc., 

Dahikl Webster, 
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Mr. Rives to Mr. Webster. 

No, !I7,] Legation of the United States, 

I'aris, Jvly 22, 1S51. 

Sib: I inclose lierewitli the wj)y of a letter I received Ji few days 
ago at Vicliy, from tlie iiuiiist^r of Ibieigii aHairs in answer to tlie oue 
1 addresHed to him on the 8tli instant, in iv))itioa to the .Sandwich 
islands. Yon will observe that after expressing the jiainful surprise 
my commiiiiication had caoMeil him, he states that the infonnatioii 
whicii had been received in tlie United Statues i-espec-ti iig tlie i)endiug 
measures and intentions of the Fiench (.loverninent towards those 
islands, and on whi(;h yimi' desi)att'h Xn. •J.A was founded, is erroiieouaj 
which lie lias instructed Monsieur <ie Sartiges to reitify in liis cunimu- 
iiications with you at Washington, while ho awuits my return to Paris 
to give nie riva coec the same i-vltiiri-isxruieim here. 

1 waited njwn the minister of I'oreign affairs as kooii as I returned, 
and after some moments of conversation nn general topics he entered 
ajiou the snbject nf our i-ei-ent coiiesiKUidenc^e. He said that he had 
been surjirised and even ]>ained at the apparent facility- with which the 
Government of the United States had givi'n iTedenee to the rumors 
which had reached it respecting the supposed designs of Franc* towai-d 
the Sandwich Islands; that there was in truth no real foundation for 
those rnnmrs; that the FrenHi (iovorument had ordered no hostile 
demonstrations whatever to sustain M, ['crrin's mission to coerce the 
submission of the islands to its demamls; tliat not having the advan- 
tage which both Kngland and the United States possessed in the ])res- 
ence and contmlling intluence of natives of ejich of those countries iu 
the Hawaiian councils, it might sometimes find it neiiessary to employ 
a more energetic tone of negotiation tliau either of those powers to ob- 
tain an equal treatment with them, but that the Government of the 
United States might be assured that France would always respect the 
in dexien deuce of these islands, wliich she had a common interest witl> 
other commercial nations in maintaining; and. that nothing -was more 
renmte from her \vishes or intentions in any event than to. subject 
them to her dominion or to aequii-e teiritorial sovereignty over them. 

I told Monsieur ■Bai'oche that I should ha*'e great pleasure iu com- 
municating to you these explicit and honorable declarations on the part 
of the French Government; and having already presented to him in 
writing the views of the Government of the United States, as expressed 
in your dispatch of the 19th ultimo, I did not think it uecessaiy to add 
anything further than to say that the rumors which he seemed to thiuk 
had met with too easy a credence at Washington, had come through a 
semiofficial channel which it would have been diiflcult wholly to dis- 
regard. 

i will take tliis occasion to remark that there seems to have been an 
entire misconception on the part of Mr. Judd as to the nature of the 
instructioTis rec-elved from the Department of State, in June, 1850, 
respecting the conti-oversy between France and the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment. In both of his letters, which accompanied your dispatch No. 
28, he speaks of my being authorized to propose to the French Gov- 
ernment the good otHces of the United States for the adjustment of the 
controversy. It will be seen, however, on reference to the instructious 
addressed to me, that, without; any proposal of the good ofSces of the 
United Stat«S for settling the matters in dispute, I was to take a 
"proper opportunity" in my intercourse with the minister of foreign 
affairs^ " if circumstances, in my judgment, should warrant it," to 
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intimate to him tlie deep interest which the United States have 
in maintaining the independence of the Sandwicli Islands, and to em- 
ploy the other topics of persuasive consideration suggested in those 
instructions "townrd a sntisfaetoiy accominodatiou of the dispute;" 
all of which was to be done with " pradenee," and without entering 
into the merits of the controversy between the French and Hawaiian 
authorities, on which tlie Department of Btate did not consider " the 
occasion as calling for the expression of an opinion,"' 

My Tiudersti\ndiDg of these instructions at the time was manifested 
by my dispatch No. 4!), acknowledging their receipt, to which you refer, 
and ill which 1 say : 

I sliall, in tlie exeri-iiie of the iliscretioD ihey romiiiit, tu me, prolit of the first ocoa- 
Bion which muy seem snitable and proper t-o bring thuvicws aud coiiBideiatiims tbey 
Buggest to the aid of an uniiealjlc ac^iiistmeat iit the cliffio«lties tetwwn the Sand- 
wich klands aud this (iovemment without intmilin}; oMciallj' or offensively in the 
controverey between the [larties. 

These instructions were accx>rdiugly fultilled in my conversations 
with Gen. de La Hitte, while he was minister of foreign aftkirs, as 
stated in my dispatch Xo. 'J5, being persuaded that if anything further 
were deemed necessary, 1 should receive instructions to that eflect as 
soon as the occasion arose to call for them. I was the more convinced 
of the proi)riety of not going beyond the line of my original instruc- 
tions, uiitil it should plainly become my duty to do so, biecause I saw 
evidences of an undue anxiety on tlie part of the British Uovernmeut, 
as represented here, to put us forwai'd in an invidious and delicate 
office which might compromise our ftiendly relations with France, 
when that Government itselfwas particularly required and called upon 
by the joint engagement entered into l)y Frauce and England on the 
28th November, 1843, for the nnitual wsiiect of the independence of 
the Sandwich Ishnids, to take the iniutiveonthe occasion, and also be- 
cause I hail every reason to believe from the declarations of Gen. deLa 
Hitte that there was no design on the part of the Fi'encb (lovernmeut 
to menace or endanger tlieir independence. 
I have the honor, etc., 

W. C. BiVBS. 



Mr. Sives to Mr. Webster. 

No. 109.] Legation of the United States, 

Faris, October 30, 1»51. 

Sir : After disposing of the particular ob;iect of my call, Monsieur 
Viel-Oastel took occasion to remark to me in a friendly, but at the same 
time very earnest, tone that the tiovernmeiit of the Republic had been 
very nmch aimoyed by the couRequenees, as it had been sensibly 
wounded by the manner of the intervention of the Government of the 
United States in their difficulties with the SandA\-ich Islands. 

He said tliat since the communication you had addressed to the com- 
missioner of the Uuiteil States in the islands had been known there, 
the Hawaiian authorities had refused absolutely to listen to any of the 
demands of the French Government, and made no other reply to the 
French consul than that if those demands were pressed they would 
immediately put themselves under the protectorate of the United 
States. He further observed that all they asked or wished of the Ha- 
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waiiaii tloveiiiuiuiit w;is a fair and substantially equal tn^itmeut of 
their i-oinnieri^e, navigation, and the religion of tlieir citizens, I'ela- 
tively to tliat wliicli tlie same interests of England and the United States 
eujoyeil; tbat the French (Tovemnient hfid never had the slightest 
intention of pursuing any measures toward tbe Sandwich Islands 
inconsistent with a just res])e(rt uf their in<lex)ondenc'e; that after the 
receipt of the letter I had addressed to tlie minister of foreign attairs 
iu July last, Monsieur de Sartiges had been instrui-red to give you the 
fullest and most formal assurances to that ettect; but if they had 
known at the time, or could have anticipated, the (■ouise which was pur- 
sued hytheGoveinment of the United States in the mutter, the dignity 
of Ihe FrcTicli Government would not have permitted them, in such 
circumstances, to give the frank and unri/aeiAed explanation:; wliich 
ha<l been authorized. 

He spoke of the manner iu which tlie iuteii>ositi(>ii of the United 
States had taken place as being uuusuul and wounding {bksniiHte] to 
the dignity of the i'rench (ioveruiaent, referiiug. as I understooti him, 
to the circunistan<ie of a coninnini<'ation on the subject being tirst ad- 
dressed to tlie commissioner of tiie Uuired Wtates, and immediately 
afterwards made known by a cir-uliir to all the members of tlic diplo- 
matic coiijs at Washington, lie ssiid it si> ha]>pened that the lirst 
intbrmatiou of the proceeding leached tlicni through the English lega- 
tion here, which was very prompt to coiuuiunicate it. lie alluded, 
also, to the circumstiuice that the United States had been invited to 
bcrouic a party to the convention etmchnled between France and Kng- 
laud in 1S4.'} for mntnally respecting tlie in<lei)eudence of the Sandwich 
Islands, but the invitation bad been declined, a cii'cumstiince which, 
he thought, should protect France irom the suspicion of having im- 
proper' designs upon the independence of the islands. 

Mr. Vlel-Castel concluded by saying that in the xiosition in which 
they were now placed by the proceedings of the Government of the 
United States it was not possible they conld ask of us onr good offices 
in bringing about an ariangemeut of their difticnlties with the Sand- 
wich Islands, but he tnistetl the United States itself would be prompted 
by its own sense of justice and a teeliiig of common friendship fbr both 
parties to use its influence with the Hawiian Goveniment to extend an 
equal treatment in tlie spirit of its treaty obligations to French inter- 
ests with those of other nations. 

I report to you without comment these observations of M. Viel- 
Caatel, with as near a (■ontbrming to his own language as I have been 
able to attain. Yon will best appreciate tiles' beai-ing and importance 
on the points which seemed most to touch the susceptibility of the 
French Govennuent. I made such observations to him in reply as, 
without departing from the position taken by the Government of the 
United States, seemed best calculated to exhibit it in a fiiendlyand 
conciliatory aspect. In this spirit (considering the preservation of the 
ancient ftiendly relations between the two countries as a matter of the 
highest importance to both, and, iiideed,to all mankind) I have hitherto 
endeavored to conduct my official intercourse with this Government, 
and I am liappy to say that I have always found it reciprocated in the 
fiiUest measure by the public authorities here. 
I have the honor, etc., 

VV. C. EiVES. 
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Mr. Morey to Mr. Mason. 

No. 3,] Department of State, 

irosfcin (/(•)«, December 16, 1853. 
John JIason, Esq., eto.: 

Sir: Eeteiit acuniints from the Baiidwicli Islanila represent that the 
political alfaii's of the Hawaiian Government were in an tiiisettled state 
and some changes of high official men had been made. The political 
a^tatious were in a great measure comjwsed at the date of the last 
dispatches from our commissioner, but while they existed the question 
of transferring the sovereignty of these islands to the United States 
was much discussed. As it was to be expected, the representatives of 
G.reat Britain and France at Honolulu were disturbed by the agitation 
of this question and used all their influence to repress the rising senti- 
ment of annexation to this country. 

I have good reason for believing that both (Jreat Britain and France 
feel much solicitude in relation to the future destiny of the Sandwich 
Islands and are very unwilling to see them become a territory of the 
United State.s. Their resi>eetive ministers near this Government have 
had several conferences with me on that subject in which they ap- 
peared to be desirous of getting assurances that this Government 
would take no measures to acquire the sovereignty of these islands or 
accept it if voluntarily offered to the United States. Their language 
to me leaves it doubtful in my mind how far Great Britain and France 
intend to go in preventing such a transference of them to this country. 
I am satisfied that these powers will do what tliey can short of a resort 
to actual force to defeat that object. Their ministers, particularly the 
minister of France, labored to impress me with the belief that such a 
transfer would be forcibly resisted; but 1 do not believe that these 
Governments would go to that extreme length unless there should be 
something in the manner of-acquiring the islands which would afi'ord 
a plausible pretense for such an interference. 

The object in a^ldiessing you at present is to request you to look int« 
this matter and ascertain, if jrossible, without making it a matter of 
direct discussion, what would probably be the course of France in case 
of an attempt on the part of the United States to swld these Islands to 
our territorial possessions by negotiation or other peaceable means. 

I do not think the present Hawaiian Government can long remain in 
the hands of the present rulers or under the control of the native inhab- 
itants of these islands, and both England and France are apprised of 
our determinatioji not to* allow them to be owned by or to fall under 
the protection of either of these powers or of any other European 
nation. 

It seems to be iiievitnble that they nnist come under the control of 
this Government, and it would be but rea-soiiable and fair that these 
powers should acquiesce in such a disposition of them, iirovided the 
transference was effected by fair means. 

It has been intimated that Russia takes an interest in the destiny of 
the Sandwich Islands, and even has an eye on them for hojself. I do 
not doubt that she would prefer that they shouhl remain as they are 
rather than see them under the control or in the possession of either 
Great Bntain, France, or the United States, but it is seaicely probable 
that she would actively interfere in the matter. As to England and 
France, a different c<inclusi*m may be adopted. The views of the 
French Government, and the part it would take in case the United 
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States should accept or acquire fairly the sovereignty of these islands I 
hope yoa will be able to ascertain, and will apprise your Government 
thereof. 

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

W. L. Maecy. 



To TH5 Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to the Senate a report fiom the Secretary of State, with 
accompanying papers, in answer to their resolution of the 'M instant. 
Franklin Pierce. 

WAaHiN<;TUN, Mrnr-li S, JSol. 



To THE President of the United States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was refei-red the resolution of the 
Senate of tlie 2d iustant, re(jnesting the President to coranmnieate to 
that. body, if not incompatible with the public interest, " copies of all 
corresjwudeiit'e between the Governments of the United Slates and 
Great Britain in regard to tlie Sandwi<'h Ishiuds, including copies of 
all commnnications between the Secretary of State and Mr, Fox, the 
British minister, during the years 1845 and 1844, in regard to the in- 
dependence of those islands, and especially of the letters of Mr. Fox to 
Mr, Upshur of the 2ijtli of June, ISiJ, and of Mr. Upshnr to Mr. Fox of 
the 5th of July, 1843; also a copy of any |>rotest or other communica- 
tion from the King of the Sandwich Islands to this Government in re- 
gard tothe seizure of those islands by Lord George Paulet, commander 
of Her Britannic Majjesty's ship Carynfort, and of any reply of this Gov- 
ernment thereto," lias the honor to lay before the President the papers 
mentioned in the subjoined list, 

Kespectfully submitted, 

W. L. Maecy. 

Depabtmbnt op State, 

Wuxhiiif/ton, Febrnary 15, 18oi. 



LIST Of ACCOMPANYINO fAPKIiS. 

Mr. Everett t<i llv. WsbstiT, July 1. 1842, extriirt. 

Kinn; KimiehniuehH. Ill to the Pi'exident, Miircli 10, 1843, ccijn'. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. ICv.'irtt, Miirch 23, 1843. copy. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. M't-bafor, Mareh 28, 1843. extriict. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Lcsjiiirt!, .Inne 1, 1843, extract. 

Mr, EvBiC'tt to Mr. Legnre. ,Inue 3, 1843, oo]iy. 

Mr, Li-gaw to Mr. Everett, -Inne IS, 1843, extract. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Lejtare, .Inne 14, 1843, cstKict. 

Mr, Eos to Mr. Cpslinr, June 25, 1843, copy, 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Le^are. July 1, 1843, extract. 

Mi. Iliwimr to Jlr. Fox, Jnly 5, ISIS, copy. 

Mr. Evfirott to Mr. TJpshiir, AngiiBt l.i, 1843, extract. 

}ilr. Everett to Mr. (Jp.slinr, Septemlier 28, 1843, extract. 

Mr, Everett to Mr. Nelson (with isielosiire), April 24, 184 t, cuvy 
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Mr. Everett to Mr. Wi:hnter. 



No. Ifi.] Legation of the Uniteu States, 

Loniloii, Julu J, 1S43. 
Daniel Webster, Esr|., 

iSeerctary of Sitite: 
Sib: 

Mr, Brinsmade, the riniiineroial iifjt'ut of the UnitiKl States to tbe 
Saudwicb Islands, lately arrived liere. He is intrustert with letters 
fltiiii tlie Kiug of those islaiide to the sovereigns of Great britaiu iind 
France, of piir])ort similar to that of which lie was the beaier to the 
President. I introduced liini to Mr, Addiugton, under secretary of 
state, wlio appeared to take an interest in his errand. 

I iiin, sir, with the highest respei't, your obedient servant, 

EdWABD EVEliETT. 



K(niifh<iiiHh« fJI to the Presnieiit. 

Kamehauielia III, native King of the Sandwich Islands, to his excel- 
lency .lobii Tyler, the President of the United States of America: 

Great and Good Friend: In trouble and difficulty we present for 
consideration to the President the unfortunate situation in which we 
and our Government aro placed. 

Demands upon us unsustjiined by tlie acknowledged laws of nations 
and unfounded in justice were for the first time presented by Ijord 
George Paulet, captain of H, li. II. ship Gnryxfort. then lying in the 
harbor of Honolulu, with a threat of coercive rcieasurea in case of non- 
couiphance within nineteen horns. Our xu'oposais for discussion and 
negotiation through our principal adviser were declined with nideiiess 
and we were compelled without a hearing to yield to demands which 
we believed to be arbitrary and uiviust as regard.s ourselves, oppi'essive 
and illegal as regards foreign residents. 

We have been compelled to acknowletlgc an acting <:onsu] of Her 
British Majesty against whom there weie i>ositive objections, suscepti- 
ble of explicit proof, without the giouuds of our refusal being heard or 
considered. The acknowledged consul of Her British Mtyesty had 
suddenly and secretly withdiawn fVoni these islands without soliciting 
an interview or giving ns any sort of notice of his intentions previous 
to his departure. After his departure we received notice that he had 
delegated his consular functions to Alexander Simpson, who was a 
kuowu and declared eiiemy of our Government, who had openly in- 
sulted the chief magistrate of this island and other high ofBcers of our 
appointment, who had publicly threatened to involve us in diftlculties, 
and whose recognition as consular agent was protested against by 
two British subjects who re]»reseutcd the chief coininercial interests of 
Great Britain in these islands. 
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Coiiipliiiuce has been coiuyelled with demaiids violatiiigtlie obliga- 
tions i»f' contracts and coutraveiiing laws for the collection of debts 
which have been established for the general beiielit in accordance with 
the statutes of civilized nations, by couii>elliiig ua to aunnl the decisions 
of juries after tlie cases La^l been dismissed, and to grant new trials 
contrary to law, and by compelling us to remove attachments levied 
by one British i-esident upon the piMjpcrty of another in dne course of 
law and under the usual foiinalitie^. 

Precluded from uegotiatioTi and unable to rept^l by force, we jielded 
to these reqnlsitioni^ under protest of embracing the earliest ojipor- 
tuiiity of reiiresentinft them nioi'e fully to Her Britannic Ma(iesty. 

Compliance having been thus procnred to the foregoing demands, 
others were successively preferred by Her Biitannit Majesty's acting 
consul (now acknowleilged), more unjust, exorbitant, and arbitrary; 
claims for heavy indemnities where no damage was inoveu and only 
alleged on frivolous pi'etextH and demands for damages in a case still 
pending under tlie previous protest to Her IJiitannic Slsviesty. We 
were called upon to violate every priuci])le of enuity by setting aside 
the decision of juries in se\eral cases without any just cause being 
pretended why new trials should be granted. These demands were 
enforced at private interviews between oHrselvea,hi8 lordshii>, and 
Her Britannic Jlajosty's acting consul. Tlie subject was only verbally 
canvassed, written negotiations were positively reftised, and even 
written statements and proof and cttpies of the claims i)referred were 
denied. The only alternatives oflered us were immediate res<tlve to 
violate the laws by acbi illegal and oppressive, immediate admission 
and payment of claims to indemnity so loosely supported, or immediate 
hostilities. Without force to resist hostilities, without resources to 
meet the payment of the heavy indemnities demanded, and flrady 
resolved to support law and justice, we adopted the only peaceful alter- 
native lelt, to tlirow ourselves upon the generosity of the British 
nation by a conditional cession of these islands to IJer Britannic 
Mivjesty. To have awaited hostilities would have been to e.xpose to 
destruction the proi>erty and .jeoi)ardixe the lives of a large number of 
foreign residents who are American citizens; to have ci>mi»lied with 
the demands urged would have been to sanction oppressive and illegal 
acts affecting the right-s and pros]ie<ts of ^Vmerican citizens also and 
an open violation of the stiimlations with the United States in 182(). 

Placed in difficulties from which we could not extricate oiu'selves with 
honor and justice, compelled to immediate decision, and threatened with* 
immediate hostilities, we liave, with the advice and consent of our 
chiefs, signed with a lieavy heart and many tears the deed of provi- 
sional cession and have jjcrmitti.'d tlie Biitish flag to be planted in all 
onr islands, but under the guns of a frigate and at the point of the 
bayonet. 

Relying on the magnanimity and firmness of the United StateSj we 
appeal to the President to interjiose the high influence of the Umted 
States with the Court of Eugland to grant us an impartial hearing and 
procure us justice, to induce Her Britannic Mf^jesty to withdraw from 
the sovereignty of these islani^and leave us as we liavebeen, an inde- 
pendent Government supnorted in our right. 

We have labored to civilize and im]>rove out islands, we have adopted 
the laws of the United States and of Britain, we have appointed up- 
right and capable American citizens and British subjects to offices of 
trust and respousibility, in order that their functions migtit be exer- 
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cised with energy and fidelity, we have adopted all suggestions which 
would tend to put the commercial IntercourBe of American citizens with 
us upon the best footing. We have been gratified with the large and 
increasing number of American residents. We confidently appeal to 
the Americans on these islands engaged in mercantile and commercial 
pursnita to testify to the honesty of our intentions and our capabilities 
for self-goverament, and we acknowledge them to have been the most 
consistent and efficient supporters of our Government. 

We look to the United States with peculiar lieelings of respect and 
gratitude. To the benevolence and enterprise of that great people we 
owe the introduction of the Christian rehgion, of civilization and laws, 
of commerce and agriculture, and the large and respectable number of 
our foreign residents. 

We ask of yoii to secure and preserve the great interests common to 
us and you, and arrest the course of events so prejudicial to both, and 
we shall never cease to be grateful for your aid. 

And we pray the Almighty God to have your excellency, our great 
and good friend, in His most holy keeping. 

Written at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, Hawaiian (Sandwich) Islands, 
this tentli day of March, anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
forty- three. 

By your good friend. 

[L. s-l Kamekambha. 

KEKArLURKI, 

Premier. 



Mr. ^Yehxler to Mr. Everetl. 

No. 34] Department of State, 

Washington, March 23, 1843. 

Edward Everett, Esq., etc: 

Sir: The course adopted by this Government in regard to the Sand- 
wich Islands has for its sole object the preservation of the independ- 
ence of those islands and the maintenance by their Government of an 
entire impartiality in their intercourse with foreign states. The United 
Btates desire to exercise no iindne influence or control ovei' tlie Gov- 
ernment of the islands, nor to obtain from it any grant of exclusive 
privileges whatever. This was solemnly declared in the President's 
message to Congress, and it is declared also in the instmctions given 
to Mr. Brown, of which you will receive herewith a copy. 

The President would exceedingly regret that suspicion of a sinister 
purpose of iiny kind on the ]>art of the United Stsites should prevent 
England and France from adopting the same pa«;itic, just, and conserva- 
tive course towards the Government and pwple of thisremote, but inter- 
esting group of islands. 
I am, sir, et-i:., 

Danl. Webster. 
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[Extract.] 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Webster. 

No. Si.] London, Marck 38, I8i3. 

Da:jiei. Webster, Esq., 

Sevretary of State. 
Bib: 

Lord Aberdeen told me tlie otlier day that lie had signified to the 
French ambassadoi" that England eoiild not agree to any encroach- 
ment on the Sandwich Islands, and the Connt de Ste. Atilaire replied 
that none was coatemplated. Lord Aberdeen added that this Govern- 
ment would distinctly recognize the independence of these islands and 
presumed France would do the same. He hoped our missionaries 
would abstain from all attemj-t ti> exercise political iniluence. 

I am, sir, with great respect, your Dbedient servant, 

Edwaki) Everett. 



Mr. Everett to Mr. Leijare. 



No. 40.] London, June 1. 18i3. 

H. S. Legake, Esq., 

Secretary of State : 
Sir: 

The immediate object of my interview with Lord Aberdeen was to 
make inquiry relative to a report contained in the papers of the week, 
that the sovereignty of the Sandwich Islands had been ceded to the 
Qneen of Great Britain, and possession taken by Lord George Paulet, 
of the ship of war Cari/s/ort, the British officer commandiug in those 
seas. This rei>ort will no doubt have attracted your notice; and fol- 
lowing 80 closely after the official recognition of the independence of 
these islands by the United States and Great Britian herself is well 
calculated to produce uneasiness and suprise, and in this light I spoke 
of it to liord Aberdeen. 

He said they were entirely without information on the subject beyond 
what the newspai>ers contained and had no other reason to believe in 
the fact of the occupation. He could only say, at present, that if any 
such thing had taken place it was entirely without authority or in- 
structions, as I could easily infer from the recent official recognition of 
the independence of the islands by Great Britain, which was made 
known to me at the time. I observed to Lord Aberdeen that, of course, 
if the islands had been thus without authority taken possession of, the 
act would be immediately disavowed by Her Majiesty's Government. He 
said it might not be proper for him, in the absence of all information, 
under an entire ignorance of what had been done, to pledge the Govern- 
ment to any course; but he was quite willing to say that the intelli- 
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gence liad produced no change in the opiuions and feelings which led 
him to advise the recognitiou, and that he still remained without the 
least wish for any addition to their colonitil possessions. He told in« 
they had several times declined to accept the soveifigoty of different 
groups of islands in the Pacific which had beed offered to them. If the 
report was founded in truth, he thought the cession might have pro- 
ceeded from apprehensions on the pait of the government of tlie Sand- 
wich Islands that the French were meditating also tlie occupation of 
that group and that aversion to the French might have led them, in 
the absence of Mr. Kichards, to wish to place themselves under British 
protection. I lold Lord Al(erdeen that I had underwtood ftom a priv- 
ate source of information that tlie Hawaiian Commissionei's at Wash- 
ington had offered to place the islands under the protection of th« 
United States; that I could not vouch for the truth of the report, but 
that if the offer were made it was certainly, iis he was aware, declined. 
In reference to the reserve with which he had »iioken of giviug up 
the islands, if iwssession as repotted had been taken of them. Lord 
Aberdeen said this reserve was only in viajorem caiitelaui, in consider- 
ation of his total ignorauce of the circumstances of the case, and not 
because his opinions and feelings as to the expediency of the measure 
were at all vaiied by the rumored fact of the occupation. On my re- 
marking that in one version of the newspaper rejiort the cession was 
said to have been accfpted by Ix>rd George Paulet in full satisfaction 
for demands of comi>ensation for injuries sustained by British subjects 
from the Government of the Sandwich Islands, he said he was not ac- 
quainted with any such demands and should he doubly unwilling to 
sanction a cession made on that basis. Ujiou tlie whole, when I reflect 
how distinctly and how recently this Government is jiledged to the 
United States, to France, and to the Sandwich Islands themselves to 
recognize their independeiH^e I can not <loubt that the act of the com- 
mander of the Carys/ort will be readily disavoweti. 



3[r. .Erei-etl to Mr. L, 



■'jure. 



No. 41.] Lqjndon. Jmie 3, 1813. 

H. S. Legare, Esq., 

Secretary of State: 
Sir : At a late hour last evening I received a note from the Earl of 
Aberdeen requesting an interview at noon this day, at which be 
informed me that since lie saw me last he had received a dispat-ch from 
Mr. Doyle, the British charge d'Affainis at Mexico, dated Ajiril 24, 
transmitting a printed and evidently authentic paper, in which the par- 
ticulars of the "provisional cession" of the Sandwich Islands to Great 
Britain are set forth. Lord Aberdeen allowed me to read Mr. Doyle's 
dispatch and the printed paper, and also read to me the dispatch 
which hehadhimself prepared toMr. Fox on the subject, and the papers 
accompanying it. As these documents will be communicated to you, I 
do not know that there is anything left for me to say. Lord Aber- 
deen's oral communication being but a repetition and amplification of 
the contents of his dispatch to Mr, Fox and his letter of last October 
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to the cominissio tiers of the Sandwich Islands. He said tlie account 
in the printed paper was a confused and not veiy intelligible aft'air, and 
his only reason tor any reserve in expressing himself ou the subject 
arose trom the fact that Lord George Paulet was one of the most dis- 
creet and judicious officers of their navy, and could not, he thought, 
have acted without Ijetter grounds than miglit be inferred from the 
printed accounts. , 

It will perlmps be in my power, by the next steamer, to give yon fur- 
ther information on the subject. 

I am, sir, very resiiectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

liDWAKi) Everett. 



Mr. U'jHull.i Mr. Eeereit. 



No. 46.J Department op State, 

Wiushiiifftim, June 1.1, 1843. 



It is well liiiown that our settled policy is the strictest iion inter veu- 
tion in what does not immediately concern us tliat we iiccept goveni- 
ments rfc fucto tia governmeMta ihjure, and that ab*>Ve all we have no 
wish to plant or to acquire cohmies atiroad. Yet there is something so, 
entirely jiecnJiar in the relations between this little commonwealth and 
ourselves that we miglit even feel justified, consistently with our own 
principles, in interfering by foi-oe to prevent its falling into the hands 
of one of the great powers of Europe. These relations spring out of the 
local situation, the history, and tlie character and institutions of the 
Hawaiian Islands, as well as out of the declarations formally made by 
this Grovemmcnt during the course of the last session of Congress, to 
which I beg leave to call your iiarticular attention. 

If the attempts now making by ourselves, sis well as by other Chris- 
tain powers to open the markets of China to a more general com- 
merce be successful, there can be no doubt but that a great part of 
that commerce will find its way over the Isthmus. In that event it 
will be impossible to overrate the importance of the Hawaiian group 
as a stage in the long voyage between Asia and America. But with- 
out anticipating event-s which, however, seem inevitable, and even ap- 
proaching the actual demauds of an immense navigation, make the 
free use of those roadsteads and ports indispensable to ns. I need not 
remind yon, who are in so "peculiar msuiner related to that most impor- 
tant interest, commercial and political, that our gi-eat nursery of sea- 
men, the whale fishery, has for years past mside this clustei' of islands 
its rendezvous and resting place. It seems doubtful whether even the 
undisputed possession of the Oregon Territory and the use of the Oo- 
hnnbia Eiver, or indeed anything short of the acquisition of California 
(if that were possible), would be sufficient iudemuity to us for the loss 
of these harbors. 

Independently, however, of these paramount considerations, it is 
impossible that any enlightened American acquainted with whivt his 
countrymen have done to make this people worthy of their mission, 
which ought to be hospitality to the flags of all nations navigating that 
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ocean, can regard without lively sympathy theic present ynfortunate 
situation. All accounts seem to concur in representing this tribe, es- 
pecially its chiefs, as having been within the last twenty-five years 
raised from a brutally savage state to a condition which may be fairly 
ealled civilized. This is tiie work of Christianity, and it seems to me 
a toaching instance of the beneficent influence of the common religion 
of all the Great Powers that it had thus prepared an asylum for them 
all amidst the dangers of that vast ocean and concenti-ated it by its 
own peaceful spirit to a perpetual neutrality. It was with this view 
that we heartily concurred, so far as our good offices went, in promot- 
ing the objects of the mission sent to us last winter, one of the results 
of which was the message of the President already referred to. 

You are, therefore, requested to use your best endeavors to prevent 
the consummation of any purpose of conquest that England may 
possibly have conceived. France is interested in cooperating with us 
to the same end. Untbrtunately there are embarrassmeiit-s in the way 
of her doing so, at least of her doing so with all the effect that would 
otherwise attend the intervention of so conspicuous a power in favor 
of 80 great an interest of the whole Christian world. Still, her minis- 
ters may be moved to do something. You may, at least, if oceasion 
serve, sound their ambassador in London. liussia has also a special 
interest in it, if she looks with any solicitude to her settlements on the 
northwest coast. Might you not enlist her Government in the same 
cause? 

On the whole, however, the better opinion seems to be that what 
Lord George Paulet has done will be disavowed. 

ir, your obedient hum- 
H. S. Legare. 



Mr. Everett to Mr, Legare, 



No. 43.] London, June 14, 1S43, 

Sir: 

June 19. — In the Times of the 15th there was an editorial article of 
considerable significance on the recent provisional cession of the Sand- 
wich Islands to the British Crown. It wore the appearance at the 
time of being semiofficial, and from its having remained for two or 
three days uncontradicted in any quarter I am inclined to think that 
it was at least founded on good information. Should this be the case 
it may be considered as certain that the Government here have made 
up their minds to disavow the cession, and to adhere to the recogni- 
tion of the independence of the islands. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Edward Everett. 
H.'S. Leoar;^, Esq., 

Secretary of State, ■ 
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Mr. Fox to Mr. Upshur. 

Washington, Jvne 35, 1S43. 

SiK: Her Majesty's Govenniieut, previously to the departure from 
England to the last steam packet, had already received iutbrmatioii, 
though not officially, of the ]>rovisional occujtatio:! of the Sandwich 
Islands, in the name of G-reiit Britain, by the oliicer commanding Her 
Majesty's sliip Caryafi^rt. 

1 am directed by the Bart of Abei-deeu to state to you, for the infor- 
mation of the Goveniment of the United St-ates, tlmt tlie occupation 
of the Sandwich Islands was an act entii-ely unauthorized by Her Miij- 
esty's (.lovernment, and that with the least practicable delay due 
inquiry will be made into the prw^edings which Ie.d to it. 

The British fioveriiment had already announced t<i certain comntis- 
sioners, who arrived in Great Britain in March last on the part of 
the King of the Sandwich Islands, that Her Majesty had determined to 
recognize the independence of those islands under their present cliief. 

To that detennination Her Majesty's Govenmient intend to adhere. 
At the same time, however, it is right tluit it should be understood that 
the British Government e<pially intend to engage, and, if necessary, 
to oxinipel the chief of the Sandwich Islands to redress whatever acts 
of injustice may have been committed.against British snbjects by that 
chief or his mitiisters or agents, either arbitiarily or under the false 
color of lawful proceeding. 

Instructions wliieh during the past ye^ir were addiessed by Her 
Majesty's Government to theBiitish consul residing in the Sandwich 
Islands and to the naval offlcers employed on the Pacific station, en- 
joined those officers to treat apon all occasions the native mlers of the 
Sandwich Islands with forbearance and courtesy; and, while aflbiding 
due and efficient protection to aggrieved British subjects, to avoid in- 
terfering harshly or unnecessarily with the laws and customs ot the 
native Govei-nnient. 

It has been the desire of the British 'Goverumeut, in regulating the 
intercourse of its public servants with tlie native authorities of the 
Sandwich Islands, rather to strengtlien those authorities, and to give 
them a sense of their own independence by leaving the administration 
of justice in their own hands, than to make them t^eel their dependence 
npon foreign powers by the exercise of unnecessary interference. It 
has not been the purpose of Her Majesty's Government to seek to es- 
tablish a ]>aramoi]nt mfluence in those islands for Great Britain at the 
expense of that enjoyed by other powers. All that has appeared requi- 
site to Her Majesty's Government has been that other powers should 
not exercise there a greater influence than that possessed by Great 
Britain. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assurance of my 
distinguished consideration. 

H. S. Fox. 
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Mr. Everett to Mr. Leyare. 



No. 44.1 London, July 1, 1843. 

H. S. Legaee, Esq.. 

Secretary of Slate: 
Sib; 

Witli respect to the occupation of the SaiKlT\-ich Islands, I liave rea- 
son to tliink that the conduct of Lord George Paulet in eoerciDg their 
?rovisioual cession to this Government has beeu formally disavowed, 
am to see Lord Aberdeen this afternoon and hope to ascertain posi- 
tively whether this is the case. If I find that the cession is not and is 
not likely to be disavowed, I shall address a pointed remonstrance to this 
Government against the occnpation and spare no pains to eidist in the 
same course the representatives of the other maritime powers. Mr. 
Marshall of Charlestown (Massachusetts) arrived here yesterday, with 
authority from the King of the Sandwich Islands, as a joint commis- 
sioner with Mr. Richards. Hi* is the hearer of dispatches from the 
Government of the islands to that of Great Brifciin. He has been pre- 
ceded by Mr. Simpson, the deputy consul left in the islands by the 
late British consul, Mr. Charlton. » • • Mr. Simpson came to 
London, a few days since, as bearer of Fiord George Paulet's dispatches 
to the admiralty, 

lau 



Mr. Upshur to Mr. Fox. 

Department of State, 

WashinotoH, July 5, 1843. 
Henby S. Fox, Esij., etc.: 

Sir: I have received the letter which you did me the honor to 
address to me on the 25th ultimo, explanatory of the views of the 
Britisli Government I'espectiiig the Sandwich Islands, and stating, by 
direction of Her Majesty's secretary of state for foreign affairs, for 
the information of this Government, that the recent occuiiatioii of 
those islands in the name of Great Britain by the officer commanding 
Her Majesty's ship Caryitfort was an act entirely unauthorized by Her 
Majesty's Government, and that with the least practicable delay due 
inquiiy will be nuide into the proceedings which led to it. 

1 liave lost no time in submitting your letter to the consideration of 
the President of the United States, by whom 1 am directed to express 
to you the satisfaction which this prompt disavowal by Her Majesty's 
Government of the act in question has aftbrded him, 
, The United States take a deep interest in the condition of those 
■ islands — so imiK>itant from their geographical position to American 
citizens engaged in the flsheries and othei' lawful pursuits in the North 
Pacific Ocean ; and hence the President awaited with lively concern 
the ccwrse which Her Majesty's Government should adopt with respect 



bjGoogle 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 113 

to the occurrences referred to. He entertained a confident expecta- 
tion, strengthened by his knowledge of the reception which had been 
given in England to the commissioners of the Kins of the Sandwich 
Islands, and of the fact that Her Majesty's Government had deter- 
mined to recognize the independence of those islands, that no undue 
advantage would be taken by Great Britain of their peculiar political 
condition, and he sees with a corresponding gratification that this ex- 
pectation is now realized. 

' Seeking to establish no undue advantages in the Sandwich Islands 
for citizens of the United States at the expense of other powers, the 
President receives with much pleasure the assurance contained in Mr. 
Fox's note that none such are sought for Great Britain. He can not 
doubt that the recognition of the independence and sovereignty ot 
those islands will be found altogether compatible with every just claim 
of Great Britain, while it will best conduce to the interests of the 
islands themselves and of all nations having intercourse with them, 

I have the honor to renew to yon, sir, on this occasion the assurance 
of my distinguished consideration and respect. 

A. P. Upshvk. 



Mr. Everett to Mr, Upshur. 



No. 50.] London, August 15, 1843. 

A.r. IIpsHUE, Esq., 

Secretary of State: 
SiE: 

I then took occasion to advert to the affairs of the Sandwich Islands. 
The commissioners of the King of those Islands are here, Messrs. 
Haalileo, Bichards, and Marshall, and have presented a written state- 
ment of considerable length (as they inform me) to Lord Aberdeen, 
containing the requisite explanations of the matters alleged against 
them by way of complaint by the late British consul and others. 
Lord Aberdeen told me there was a good deal worthy of consideration 
in their statements, and that he did not apprehend much diffteulty in 
coming to a satisfactory settlement. 

With respect to the acknowledgment of the independence of the 
islands, the following seems to be the precise state of the case: The 
English Government, following our example, acquainted Messrs. 
Haalileo and Richards in April last that they were prepared to ac- 
knowledge their independence. Meantime Lord George Paulet, acting 
without instructions, had taken provisional possession of the islands 
by a treaty extorted ftom weakness of the native Government. Great 
Britain feels herself pledged to adhere to the recognition of their inde- 
pendence and has invited France to follow her example. France has 
agreed to do so as soon as Great Britain withdraws her occupation. 

Great Britain, before giving up the occupation, means to do two 
things: one, to obtain satisfaction to the matters of complaint above 
alluded to, which I am inclined to think will not be attended with diffi- ; 

culty; the other, to come to some arrangement with France which will \ 

prevent that power, at some subsequent period, from taking possession '/-^ 

of those islands, as they have lately done of the Marquesas. 

SEx77 8 , ,.,^,.\A 
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In fact, the series of events which, however menancing for the mo- 
ment, bids fair to result in the establishment of the independence of 
the islands on a firm basis, is one of the most fortunat«, on the whole, 
which could be imagined, and I can not but regard the recognition 
of the United States as having determined the character of all the 
succeeding occurrences. As soon as I received, last winter, the instruc- 
tions of the Department on the subject, I lost no opportunity of bring- 
ing it to the consideration of Lord Aberdeen, and the occupation of 
the Marquesas by the French no doubt united with our recognition in 
hastening the decision of this Government. There is now reason to 
think that the occupation of the islands by Lord George Paulet was a 
fortunate event, inasmuch as it prevented them from being taken pos- 
session of by a French squadron, which (it is said) was on its way for 
that purpose. Had France got possession of the islands she would 
certainly have retained them. Had intelligence been received here of 
Lord George Paulet's occupation of them before lier promise was given 
to recognize them, England, I think, would not have given them up. 
As it is, an understanding between the great European ijowers, amount- 
ing in effect, if not in form, to a guaranty of their independence, is 
likely to take place. This is the only state of things with which the 
United States could be content. As it will bo brought about without 
involving us in any compacts with other powers, and as I have already 
said, mainly, as it seems to me, under the impulse of our example, it 
will, I think, be regarded by the President as an eminently satisfac- 
tory result. 



Mr. Everett to Mr. Upshu 



No. 56.] London, September SS, 1S43. 

A. P. UPSHUE, Esq., 

Secretary of State: 
SiE: 

I had a coversation last evening of a satisfactory character with Mr. 
Richards, the commissioner of the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands. He has nearly brought his business with this Government to 
a close, and in a manner with which he appears to be content. Yon 
are aware that various claims on the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands on the part of the British subjects, and principally Mr. Charl- 
ton, the late consul^ had long been pending, and that it was professedly 
to enforce satisfaction forthese claims that possession was taken of the 
Islands by Lord George Paulet. I fear that most of the claims were 
such as are too apt to be set up by the strong against the weak. The 
Government at home (as I intimated in a former dispatoh the opinion 
they would do), though disclaiming the act of Lord George Paulet as 
without instructions, determined to retain possession of the islands 
till satisfaction was given in reference to the claims, and some kind of 
an assurance procured from France that she would respect the inde- 
pendence of the i ' 
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A question arose how the claims were to be adjudicated. I advised 
Mr. Biehards to offer to Bubmit them to the decision of Lord Abei^deeii 
Iiimeelf. I thought this course would preclude delay, which there 
was some reason to fear might be desired here, and which would be 
very dangerous in the extremely anomalous condition of tilings. I 
doubted if the claims t'ould be got before any tribuoal independeut of 
theinfluence of this Governmeut; and I felt coufldeut, that more could 
be obtained from the liberality of Jjord Aberdeen wben thus appealed 
to than if the British Government were made to assume the position 
of an opposing party. Mr. Bicltards fully concuiTed in this view, and 
the result, on the whole, seems to have justiiied it. On five out of seven 
jtoiuts the decision is wholly in fa\'or of the Government of the 
islands; on the sixth substantially so; on the seventh much is left 
dependent on the discernoient and good faith of Gen. Miller, the new 
consul- g en eral ; but Mr. llicharda considers this point to be also settled 
in their favor, and he has promptly accepted the whole decision. He 
informs me that he has been uniibrmly treated at the foreign office with 
courtesy and respect. 

He has conferred Iteely with Mr. Addington, the under secretary 
of state, on the delicate point of restoring possession of the islands to 
the native Government, and has been promised that it shall be done 
as soon as a satisfactory assurance is given by France; and be thinks — 
justly, in my opinion — that it is for the interest of the islands that 
Great Britain should retain her possession till this assurance is given. 
There is no fear that it will be long withheld. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

Edwakb Everett. 



Mr. Everett to .Ifr. Kelson. 

No. 114.] London, April 34, 1844. 

John Nelson, Esq., 

Secretary of State ad interim : 

SiEr In the course of the past year I had frequent occasion to make 
mention of the aft'airs of the Sandwich Islands and of the agency of 
Messrs. Richards and Haalilio, who had been sent to the United States 
and Europe as the representatives of the native Government. I have 
DOW the satisfaction to communicate authentic information of the con- 
clusion of a convention between the governments of Great Britain and 
France, by which the independence of the Sandwich Islands is recog- 
nized, and the two powers stipulate that they will not take possession 
of them, eitlier directly or underthe name of a protectorate. Messrs. 
Kichards and Haalilio have promised to give me a copy of this conven- 
tion, which I hope they will do in season to be transmitted with this 
dispatch, but as it has not been published by either Government, and 
is of course communicated unofQcially to me, I would suggest the pro- 
priety of receiving it for the present in confidence. 

In their negotiations with this Government relative to the demands 
and complaints of British subjects against thg native Government which 
led to the provisional occupation of the islands by Lord GeorgeJ*aulet, 
and with the French Government in reference to the modification of 
the treaty imposed by France on the islanders, of which treaty France 
exacts the benefits for herself while she refuses to grant them to the 



Hosted bi>^oogle 



116 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

other party, Messrs. Richards aodHaiUilio liave been partially success- 
ful. But I fear thai in l)oth cases the measure of justice done by these 
powerful govermneuts to this defeuseless and feeble State is such and 
such only, as the strong are too apt to render to the weak. 

The step taken by the French Government in disavowing the act of 
Admiral Uupetit-Thonars, who had without instructions converted the 
protectorate established at Taiti into ..an assertion of absolute sover- 
eignty, continues to be vehemently assailed by the opposition in Prance. 
A large mass of papers on this subject was laid upon the table of the 
Chamber of Deputies a few days since by Mr. Guizot, and will be found 
in the Journal des Bebats of the 20th instant. I do not find that they 
place the conduct of the French admiral in a new light. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Edward Eteeett. 



Declaration. 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and His Msyesty the King of the French, taking into consid- 
eration the existence in the Sandwich Islands of a government capable 
of providing for the regularity of its relations with foreign nations have 
thought it right to engage reciprocally to consider the Sandwich Islands 
as an independent State and never to take possession, either directly or 
under the title of protectorate, or under any other form, of any part 
of the territory of which they are composed. 

The undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty's principal secretary of state 
for foreign aflairs, and the ambassador extraordinary of His Majesty 
the King of the French, at the court of London, being furnished with 
the necessary powers, hereby declare in consequence that their said 
majesties take reciprocally that engagement. 

In witness whereof the undersigned have signed the present declara- 
tion, and have aflixed thereto the seals of their arms. 

Done in duplicate at London, the 28th day of November, in the year 
of our Lord 1843. 

Aberdeen. [l. s.] 
St. Aulaire. [l. s.] 



Message from the President of the United States, in response to Senate 
resolution of February 4, 1S93, relative to the draft of an uncompleted 
treaty tcith Hawaii, 

a the Cominittpe on Foreign Relations, and or- 

To the Senate: 

I transmit herewith, as desired by the resolution of the Senate of the 
4th instant, a report from the Secretary of State of the 6th instant, with • 
its accompanying eorrespgndenee, in relation to the draft of an uncom- 
pleted-treaty with Hawaii, made in 1854. 

Bbnj. Harrison. 
ExEOUTiTE Mansion, 

Washington, Fehruary 6, 1893, 
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The President : 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the 4th instant requesting the President, "if in Lis opinion it 
is not inconsistent with the public interests, to serid to the Senate the 
dratt of a treaty, negotiated in 1854, but not completed-, between the 
plenipotentiaries of the United States and the Kingdom of Hawaii, 
with the correspondence between the two Governments relating to said 
negotiation," has the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the draft in 
question, together with copies of tlie correspondence referred to, 

BespectftiUy submitted. 

John W. Foster. 

Department of State, 

Washington, February 6, 1893. 



LHtof accoinpani/inn ptipcra. 

1. Mr. Mavey to Mr. fireg^, Ajiril 4, 1854, No. G, 

2. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marey, July 26, 1854, No. 48. 

3. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Matoy, August 7, 1854, No. 51. 

4. Mr. Gregg toMr.Marcy, September 15, 1854, No. 52. 

(Copy of the treaty draft accompanies Mr. Gregg's dispatcL No. 52, ^)f September 
15, 1851, included here.) 

5. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy, October 2, 1^4, No. 54. 

6. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy, December 10, 1854, No. 61. 

7. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcv, December 29, 1854, No. 64. 

8. Mr. Marcy to Mr. Gregg, January 31, 1855, No. 12. 



Mr. Marcy to Mr. Gregg. 

No. 6.] Department of State, 

Washington, April 4, 1854. 
Sib : In your general instructions you were furnished with the views 
of this Government in regard to any change in the political aflFairs of the 
Sandwich Islands. The President was aware, when those instructions 
were prepared, that the question of transferring the sovereignty of those 
islands to the United States had beeu raised, and favorably received by 
many influential individuals residing therein. It was foreseen that al; 
some period, not far distant, such a change would take place, and that 
the Hawaiian Islands would come under the protectorate of or be trans- 
ferred to some foreign jwwer. You were informed that it was not the 
policy of the United States to accelerate such a change; but if, in the 
course of events, it became unavoidable, this Government would much 
prefer to acquire the sovereignty of these islands for the United States, 
rather than to see it transferred to any other i>ower. If any foreign con- 
nection is to be formed, the geographical position of these islands indi- 
cates that it should be with us. Our commerce with them far exceeds 
that of all other countries; our citizens are embarked in the most 
important business concerns of that country, and some of them hold 
important public positions. In \iew of the large Amei-ican interests 
there established and the intimate commercial relations existing at this 
time it might well be regarded as the duty of this Government to pre- 
vent these islands from becoming the appendage of any other foreign 
power. 
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It appears by your dispatehea lately received at this Department 
that the ruling authorities of the Hawaiian Goveniineut have become 
couvineed of their inability to sustain themselves any longer as an la- 
dependent State, and are prepared to throw themselves upon our pro- 
tection or to seek incorporation into our political system. Fears are 
entertained by those who favor such a measure that if the United 
States should manifest a disinclination to receive the proffered sover- 
, ■ eignty of this country, the people would seek elsewhere a less desira- 
ble connection or be given over to anarchy. 

The information contained in your last dispatch, No. 10, dated the 
7th of February, renders it highly probable that the ruling powers of 
that Government will have presented to yon, as our diplomatic agent, 
an off'er of the sovereignty of their country to the United States. The 
President has deemed it proper that you should be furnished with in- 
atruotions for the guidance of your conduct in such an emergency. 
With this dispatch you will be furnished with a full i)0wer to treat with 
the present authorities of the Hawaiian Government for the transfer 
of the Sandwich Islands to the United States. This can only be done 
by a convention or treaty, which will not be valid until it is ratified by 
the Senate of the United States, 

No intimation has ever been given to this Grovernment as to the 
terms or conditions which will be likely to be annexed to the tender of 
the sovereignty. It is presumed, however, that something more than 
a mere protectorate is contemplated. A protectorate tendered to and 
accepted by the United States would not change the sovereignty of the 
country. In that case this Government would take upon itself heavy 
and responsible duties for which it could hardly expect compensating 
advantages. 

I understand that the measure proposed by the people, a.nd that in 
which the present rulers are disposed to concur, is "annexation" as 
distinguished from protection; and that it is their intention that these 
islands shall become a part of our Territories and be under the control 
of this Government as fully as any other of its territorial possessions. 
In any convention you may make it is expected that the rights to be 
acquired by the United States should be clearly defined. 

Should the sovereignty of these islands be transferred to the United 
States, the present Government would, as a matter' of course, be super- 
seded, or, at least, be subjected to the Federal authority of this country. 

It is reasonable to anticipate that the present mlers and chiefs would 
expect that some provision would be made as compensation to them 
for the surrender of their political position. This provision could not 
be, aa I conceive, any other than a pecuniary allowance. In this re- 
spect the United States would manifest toward them a liberal spirit. 
Annuities to the amount of $100,000 to be distributed in such manner 
as they would prefer might be secured to them in the treaty. 

In the convention you may make you are authorized to provide in 
the amplest manner for the security of individual property as held at 
the time of the transfer of the sovereignty, but the reservation of po- 
litical rights or privileges in behalf of individuals would be inconsis- 
tent with the political power which it is proposed to vest in the United 
^ States, 

If you should succeed in making a treaty transferring the islands to 
the United States, it is advisable that it should receive the ratification 
of the Hawaiian Government before it is sent here for the consideration 
of the President and the Senate. You are direoted to induce that Gov- 
ernment to send on one or more persons at the same time the treaty is 
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forwarded, clothed with full powers to assent to any modifications of it 
which may here be made. Jn view of the great uiieertainty as to the 
terms by which the cession of the sovereignty of the islauds may be 
eocTimbered the carrying out of this sujfgestion is deemed to' be of 
great importance. 

^ I have good reason to believe that some of the leading powers of 
Kiirope would be very unwilling to see the Sandwich Islands Decome a 
part of the United States, and, if an opportunity occurred, would en- 
deavor to defeat any negotiation lor that purpose. This consideration 
and others, make it important that you should bring it to a close as 
expeditiously as possible. The treaty should be here in time to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate at its present session. 
I am, etc., 

W. L. Marcy. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marey. 

J^o. 48,] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, July 36, 1854. 

Sir; The Hawaiian cabinet has determined at length that it will 
not do to allow much longer delay in bringing to a close arrangements 
for annexation. On the 17th a meeting was held, at which Prince Alex- 
ander was present, when it was agreed that the minister of foreign 
relations should immediately proceed, if possible, to arrange and sign 
a treaty to be submitted to the King for ratification. Mr. Wyllie called 
on me the next day, and we have since had several conferences, but 
without as yet arriving at any definite result. The difficulty, I appre- 
hend, is that more will be demanded, in the way of consideration, etc., 
than ought to be yielded. It is probable that by the next mail it will 
be m my power to communicate something more definite than I am 
now able to do. X have the assurance of Mr. Wyllie that, so far as he 
is concerned, there shall be no occasion to complain of further procras- 
tination, and I can not doubt that he is in earnest. Prince Alexander 
IS responsible for all past delay, and he will not hesitate to incur the 
responsibility of still more, uuless his mind is brought to the conviction 
which everyone else entertains, that it is impossible for him ever to 
wear a crown. He evidently sees that the existing Government is in 
danger, and wishes to be in a condition to escape it when the crisis 
comes, but h<^es strongly that it may be averted. If a treaty is once 
signed he will not oppose its ratification directly and openly, but strive 
to postpone it to the last moment compatible Avith safetv. 

I am convinced that a revolution will soon take place if a treaty of 
annexation is not concluded. The foreign residents, especially Ameri- 
cans, are becoming impatient under the present state of things, and 
will not be disposed to endure much longer the feebleness and ineffi- 
ciency of the Government. They have power enough in their hands, if 
they act in concert, to do anything they wish, and in a single week 
could subvert the throne and establish a republic upon its ruins. 

A combined British and French Bq.uadron of seven vessels — three 
tughsh and four French— arrived here on the 17th from Callao, having 
made the passage from ITukuliiva in fourteen days. Its appearance 
ereafed quite an excitement among all classes of people. On Saturday 
the tnghsh frigate Piqus joined the tleet, making eight vessels in aU, 
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^8 follows : Tbe frigates President and Pique, the sJoop Ampliitrite, and 
''he steamer Virago (British), uuder tbe command of Kear- Admiral 
David Price; the frigates La Forte smA L'Euridice,tiif)COTvettti £> Arte- 
raise, and the brig VObligado (French), commanded by Kear-Adniiral 
Febvrier dea Pointes. On Tuesday they all sailed in a northwesterly 
direction. I could cot learn satisfactorily who was the commanding 
officer of tbe entire squadron, as the English and French accounts 
differed materially on that point, though I presume itcaii not bedoubted 
that Admiral Price is the ofBcial senior of Admiral des Pointes. It is 
evident that no great harmony of feeling exists between the different 
portions of the fleet, and I learn from pretty good authority that a sep- 
aration will soon be deemed expedient. 

On Friday the two admirals and their oflBcers had an audience at 
the palace which was marked by a circumstance that ought to be men- 
tioned. After the usual couj'tesies, addresses, etc., were over, the 
French admiral, on the suggestion of Mons. Perrin, said to the King, 
through an interpreter, that be hoped there was no thought of alienat- 
ing the sovereignty of the Kingdom, as such a thing would lead to 
difficulty and perhaps war with England and FrancCj which it would be 
for the interest of His Majesty to avoid. The King made no ri'pJy 
whatever. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

No. 51.] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, August 7, 1S&4. 
Sib: I am only able to write briefly by the mail which goes this 
afternoon, being much debilitated by an attack of sickness from which 
I am just convalescent. 

The Government here rests on a volcano. Its subversion is within 
the power of the foreign residents, and I am prepared to witness ait 
outbreak at any moment. TJie dissatisfaction with the present state 
of things is daily increasing, and a crisis of some sort is inevitable. 

On Tuesday evening last there was an intense alarm among the na- 
tive population on account of the supposed presence of "filibusters." 
The troops were called out and remained under arms all night. The 
apprehension seems to have been excited by the discovery of a box of 
pistols among some goods landed at the custom-house. 

I have succeeded in arranging the terms of a treaty of annexation 
with the minister of foreign relations, which meets the approval of the 
Crown Prince and cabinet. But it is not yet signed, and I am unable 
to give yon any assurance that it will be immediately completed. The 
pretense of delay is the supposed necessity of consulting the King^ 
which for sometime has been impossible on account of His Majesty's 
illness. 

The great difficulty I had to encounter was the inveterate prejudice 
of the Hawaiian authorities against a territorial form of government, 
which could not be overcome. Finding it impossible to provide other- 
wise, I finally consented to agree to the admission of tbe islands as a 
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State, as soon as it could be done in conformity witli the principles and 
requirements of the Federal Constitution, leaving the existing laws, so 
far as they are republican and consistent with such Constitution, in 
fiill force and effect in the meantime. 

There was also much controversy as to the extent of consideration. 
The Govermnent absolutely refused to listen to anything short of an- 
nuities to the extent of $300,000. and I finally listened to the sine qua 
no» which they presented, with the understanding that it was solely 
ad referendum, 

I had intended to send you a copy of the treaty as agreed on, for in- 
formation, but I have been altogether unequal to the task of making 
it in time for the present niai!. 

I have notifted the minister of foreign relations that there must he 
a speedy <Jtj(fo»(aficdI conclusion of oar negotiations, and expressed the 
view that any further delay will be iQconsistent with the position of 
the Government of the United States in the transaction. He assents 
to the propriety of my representations, and promises to spare no efforts 
to bring ahout the signature of the treaty, 

I may therefore express the hope tlmt a final result will soon be at- 
tained. But 1 fear the occurrence of a state of things which will place 
me in some embarrassment. There is reason to believe that upon the 
ratification of tlie treaty there will be a desire and a necessity of an im- 
mediate transfer of the sovereignty of the islands to the United States 
in order to guard against pressing danger. If such a crisis occurs I 
shall deem myself justified in accepting a provisional transfer, subject 
to the provisions of the treatyj or such arrangements as may be finally 
made by the two parties. This, I have no doubt, would be decisive as 
to the influences hereafter to prevail in the archipelago, whatever 
might be the view of our Government as to the cession. A flood of 
emigration would pour in from California the moment our flag was 
raised, sufBcient to put a check upon all future British and French pre- 



/ I had an audience at the palace for the officers of the St. 
Mary. The King was unable to bo present, owing to his illness, but he 
was represented by the Kuhina Nui, who always stands in his place 
when he can not perform his fimctions. 

The British consul-general has demanded a personal audience of the 
King, to communicate to him certain views of his Government, which 
will take place as soon as His Majesty is recovered. 
. I have, etc., 

David L. Gbegg. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

Ko. 52] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, September 15, 1854. 

The negotiations for annexation are in the same condition as when 
my dispatch (No. 51) of the 7th instant was written. On Saturday 
last the cabinet had an audience of the King and laid before him a 
copy of the treaty in the Hawaiian language, and through Mr. Arm- 
strong, as interpreter, explained it in all its particulars. He expressed 
himself satisfied, as I am advised, but stated that he wished to consnlt 
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particularly witli a few of Uis chiefs before fliial antioii was takeu. Un- 
fortunately lie has since been in such a state of infirmity as to be able 
to consult with no one, and it is difllicult to predict wlien liis present fit 
of illness will terminate. 

I have insisted ui>on the immediate signatnre of the treaty, and Mr. 
Wyllie admits that, according to diplomatie usage, there should be no 
further delay. In iny last dispatch I stated that I had notified him 
that the negotiations must be at once concluded. 1 have since ad- 
dressed him a letter to the same effect, setting forth strongly the reasons 
which induced me to take this course. A copy of it is herewith in- 
closed for your information. Its representations I considered would 
liave an important bearing in bringing matters to an issue, and I still 
tliink this will'be the effect. I hope I did not go further than the 
President will be willing to approve. The peculiar circunistaDces 
which exist seemed to demand a strong expression on my part, with 
all the incidental references and suggestions which are employed, I 
acted with regard to what I supposed to be the peculiar exigencies of 
the times, and it has been intimated to me that my course will itrobably 
contribute to hasten matters to a conclusion. 

I forward also a copy of the treaty, tlie terms of which were finally 
settled between Mr. Wyllie and myself on the IWth ultimo. I have 
already informed you of the utter impossibility of such provisions as I 
desired in the second and eiglith articles. As they stand they will be 
regarded as ad referendum, so far as the United States are eoiicerne^l. 
This, of course, was the only ground upon which I could place my 
assent to them, especially the last. From the protocols, which are not 
yet all in a condition to be copied tor transmission, the true character 
of the negotiation and its embarrassing circumstances will more fully 
appear. I shall probably be able to send them by the nest mail. 

The provisions of the separate article were made a matter of positive 
demand by the Hawaiian cabinet. I refused to incorporate them into 
the body of the treaty, because they contemplate an object which, if 
effected at all, must be brought about before any flnal ratification can 
take place. The ratification of tlie' tieaty by this Government would 
undoubtedly quell any disturbances that might arise from American 
sources, but a conditional cession, as contemplated by such article, 
would forever practically settle all questions as to future influence and 
jurisdiction. The moment our flag was raised a flood of immigration 
from Oalitbrnia would pour in, suScient, at least, to make the islands 
thoroughly American and to secure an equitable and fair arrangement 
if the terms of the present treaty are deemed unsatisfactory. 

The return of Judge Lee from the island of Maui is expected in a 
few days. It was through his persuasions tliat the King made advances 
for annexation, and his influence with the chiefs and native population 
generally is greater than that of any man on the islands. I learn that 
he objects to the second article of the treaty on the ground that he 
does not think it provides explicitly enough for a State government. 
In this respect I have gone to the utmost limit of what, in my judg- 
ment, the Constitution allows, and if his advice leads this Government 
to exact impracticable conditions I shall, of course, be fully prepared 
to reject them. 

The British consul-general has advised this Government that he will 
not, for the present, seek the audience which lie formerly demanded, as 
I advised you in my last dispatch. 

The effect of the publications in the New York Daily Tribune of July 
2U has been unfortunate here in giving to tlie British consul-general 
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weapons to fight agaiust the United States. I regret very much that 
any opportunity sliould liave occurred at this juncture to conflrm, in 
the miudsof the Hawaiians, the false impressions -which are coustantly 
sought to be created in regard to our purposes and policy. If the pres- 
ent negotiations fall througli 1 shall attribute it almost entirely to the 
efl'ect of such publications as that of the Tribune aud other papers of 
like character. 

I have, etc., 

David L. Gregg. 



His MaijoBty the KiDjj of tlie Hawaiian Islands, Ijeiog conviooed that j)lanB have 
lieeti, aad still ate, on foot hostile to his soTereignty and to the peace of his KiDg- 
dom, which Hit$ JMaJesty is without power to resist, and against which it in hiu im- 
potative dnty to provide, in order to prevent the evils of anarchy nod to secure the 
rights and prosperity of his subjects, and having in poosoientions regard thereto, as 
well as to the general interests of his Kingdom, pr«seiit and future, sought to incor- 
porate his Kingdom iutii the Uuion of the United States, as the means best tulcu- 
l.ited to attain tlieae euds and perpetuate the hlessiugs of freedom aud equal rightn 
to himself, his chiete, and his people; and the GovernniPnt of the United States, 
being actuated solely by the desire to add to their security and prosperity and to 
meat the wishes of His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian lelanda, and of his Gov- 
ernment, have dotenuined to accomplish by treaty ohjeuta so important to their mu- 
tual and permanent welfare. 

I'or tliat purpose His Majesty Kamehaiiieha III, King of the Hawaiian Islands has 
!;rantod fnll powers and instructions to Robert Crichton Wyllie, esquire, his mill- 
iliter c)f foreign relations, his secretary at war and of the navy, member of his privy 
council of static, member of the house uf nobles, and chairman of the commissionete 
of his privy nurse; and the President of the United States has invested with lUce 
powers David Lawrence Gregg, est|uire, oomiuissioner of said States to the said 
Kingdom ; and the said plenipi)tentiaries, after exchanging tlieir full powers, have 
agreed ti) and concluded tlie following articles: 



His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, aiting in conformity with the 

Eower vested in him by the constitution of his Kingdom, and »ith the wishes of 
is chiefs and people, aud of the heads of every depirtmeut ot his Government, 
«edH9 to the United States his Kingdom, with all its territories, to be lield by them 
in full sovereignty, subject only to the sajue constitutional pro* isions as the other 
States of the Amtrican Union. This cession includes all jinblie lots and squares, 
Government lands, mines and minemls, salt lakes au<l springs, tish ponds, public 
edifices, fortifications, barracks, forts, ports and harbors, reefs, docks, and maga- 
zines, arms, armaments and accou ferments, public aichives. and funds, claims, 
dfbts, tasea and dnes pxisting, available, aud unpaid jt the date of Ibo exchange of 
the ratifications of thJK treaty. 

Article II. 

The Kingdom of the Hawaiiuu Islands shall bo incorporated into the American 
Union as a State, enjoying the same degree of sovereignty as other States, and ad- 
mLtte<l as such as soon as it can be done iu consistency with the principles aud re- 
(juiremcnts of the Federal Constitution, to all the rights, privileges, and immunities 
of a State an aforesaid, on a perfect equality with the other States of the Union. 

Article III. 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Isl inds his chiefs and subjects of every 
class, shall continue in the enio>ment (f all tbiir existing personal and private 
rights— civil, political, and reli|,ious — to the utmost extent that is possible under 
the Federal Constitution, and shall possess and forever enjoj ill the rights and 
— ;_:i i> .;.: 1 .i . . _^._i > .,.._ __ . — ^ ^j pcffect equftlit^ in all re- 
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Article IV, 

The dechious of the board of Innil commissioners mnde and not nppenled irom. 
at the date of the flniil rntiflciitiou of this treaty, sb.ill be and remain forever vatiil 
and undisturbed, and all titles to real eatiite which are now, or shall have theu been 
declared valid under the laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom, shall be held to be equallj- 
valid by the United States, and measures sball be aiiopted by the United States for 
the apeedy and final ad.jadioation of all unsettled claims to land in conformity with 
the laws and usages under which they may have originated. 

Article V. 

All engiigemouts of whatever kind, alTecting the rights of corporations or inili- 
Tidnals, validly eontraoted, and lawfully incumbent upon the King's Governmeut 
or the Hawaiian nation to pay and discharge, shall bo respected and fulfilled in as 

Erompt, full, and complete a manner aa they would have been respected and fiilfilleii 
ad no change of sovereignty taken place. 

Article VI. 

The public lands hereby ceded shall be aub.ject to the laws regulating the public 
lands in other parts of the Uaited States, liable, however, to such alterationa and 
changes as Congress may from time to time enact. The ^ants of land for the pro- 
motion of education heretotore made by the Government of the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands shall be confirmed by the United States, which in addition thereto, shall 
grant and set apart for the purposes of common schools, seminaries of learning, aud 
universities so much of the public lands and of the proceeds thereof as may be ei|tinl 
proportionally to the grants for such purposes in any of the States of the Uuion. 

Article VII. 

The laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom, si 

j_.^,.._^i .. _..... T.-i_ J. Ti . '-'--iBtitntionol tue u , 

repealed by the legislative 

Article VIII. 

In consideration of the cession mado by this treaty, and in compensation to all 
who may suffer or incur lo.ss conse<[uent thereon, the I'nited States shall pay the 
aggregate sum of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) as annuities to the King, 
the Qneeu, the crown prince, those standing next in succession to the throne, the 
chieie, and all other persons whom the King may wish to compensate or reward, to 
be apportioned as may be determined by His M^estythe King, and hie privy council 
of state, which amounts to be apportioned as aforesaid, shall be paid ratably with- 
out deduction or offset on any ground or in any shape ■wliat«ver, to the parties sever- 
ally named in snch apportionment, at Honolulu, on the first day of .Tuly of each suc- 
ceasive year so long as they may live. It is, however, expressly agreed upon that 
on the demise of His present Majesty the annuity of the immediate heir to the 
throne shall then be increased to the sa:ne amount before allowed and paid to the 
King himself. 

As a further consideration for the cession herein made, and in order to place within 
the reach of the inhabitants of the Hawaiianlslands the means of education, preseot 
and future, so as to enable them the more perfectly to eii.ioy and discharge the rights 
and duties consequent upon a change from monarchical to republican institutions, 
the United States agree to set apart and pay over for the term of ten years the sum 
of seventy -five thousand dollars per annum, one-third of which shall be applied to 
constitute the principal of a fund for thebenefitof a college or university, or colleges 



of the Hawaiian Is! 

Abticir IX. 

Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of tlits treaty the President of 
the United States shall appoint a commissioner, who shall receive indue form, in the 
name of the United States, the transfer of the sovereignty and territories of the 
Hawaiian Islands; also all pnhlic propertv, archives, and other things hereinbefore 
stipulated to be conve.ved, and who shali exercise all executive authority in said 
. islands necessary to the preservation of peace and order, and to the proper execution 
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of tlic laws, until the State contemplated in this treaty cati lie duly organized and 
admitted as siicli Stnte j and until tlie arrival <)f each eouiuiiasioner, all departments 
_ of Hia Majestj's Government shall continue as now constituted. 



This treaty shall be tatilied by the respective hieh contracting parties, and the 
ratifications e\cliauged at the citj of Houoliiln witnin eiglit mouths from the date 
hereof, or sooner, if possible, but it is agreed that this period may be extended by 
mutual consent of the two parties. 

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, plenipotentiaries of Hia Majesty the 
liing of the Hawaiian Islands and of the United States of America, have signed 
three originals of this treaty of annexation iu Hawaiian and three in Euglisb, and 
have thereunto affiled our respective offieial seals- 
Done at Honolulu this day of , iu the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight liundred and fifty-four. 



^Vlle^eaH it is desirable to guard against the exigencies declared in the preamble 
to tbe foregoing treaty, and to secure the King of the Hawaiian Islands, his chiefs 
stod all who reside under his jiiiisdiction from the danceia therein referred to and 
expressed, it is hereby provided and expressly agreed tliat at any time before tlft 
final exohange of the ratifications of said treaty, if the same shall be duly ratified on 
the part of His Majesty the King and satisfactory notice thereof given to the com- 
missi oner of the United States, it sballbc competent for His Ht^esty, by proclama- 
tion, to declare his islands annexed to the American Union, sul^ect to uie provi- 
sions of such treaty as negotiated; and tbe commissioner of the United States, for 
the time being, shall receive aud accept the transfer of the jurisdiction of the said 
islands, in the name of the United States, and protect and defend them by the aimed 
forces of the United States, as a part of the American Union, holding the same for 
and in behalf of his Government and exercising the jurisdiction provided for in 
said treaty, with the understanding, however, that iu case tbe said treaty is not 
fiualiy ratified, or other arrangement made by tlie free consent and to the mutual 
Hattsfaetion ol the contracting parties, the sovereignty of the islands shall imme- 
diately revert, without prejudice, to His M;\jesty, or his immediate heir, in the 
same conditions as before the transfer thereof; and it is further understood and 
agreed that thia article shall be as binding for all the ends and purposes herein eX' 
pressed as if it formed a part of the foregoing treaty. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

iXo. 54.] Legation os the United States, 

Honolvlu, October 3, 1854. 

SiE: In my dispatch of tlieTth ultimo (No. 41) I mentioned that the 
British consul-general had demanded an audience of the King for the 
purpose of communicating to him certain views of his Government. 
It was first appointed for the 6th ultimo, the same day as tliat fixed for 
the audience to the officers of the St. Mary, but the King being unable 
on account of illness to attend it was then postponed. Subsequently, 
however, although Gen. Miller at first declined, an arrangement was 
made to receive him ou the 18th, when he made an extemporaneous 
speech of an hoar aod a quarter against annexation to the United 
States and in dispraise of oar country, her Government, and people. 

The substance of his remarlis lias been stated to me by those who 
heard them. He deprecated annexation to the United States and rep- 
resented it to be one of the worst evils which could befall the Hawaiian 
race, denouncing our institations as corrupting in their tendency and 
wholly unequal to protect in security the enjoyment of life and prop- 
erty. As an illustration, he referred to California and described nu- 
merous disorders, which he alleged had prevailed there, in the strongest 
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terms, predicting tliat the introduction of American rule in tltese 
islands would be tlie sigtiul for tlic commencement of a. similar state of 
tilings, in which the rights of the natives would be altogether lost sight 
of and sacrificed. He read at length the articles in the New York 
Tribune of July 20 and the Herald of a previous date, on the subject 
of annexation, to show that the designs of our Government were hostile 
to Hawaiian interests and ought to be regarded in no friendly light. 
These papers, he insisted, were fair and honest, rising above the cor- 
rttpting tendency of republican institutions, and entitled to great 
weight in forming an opinion of the policy of the American nation. He 
complained of the course of the minister of foreign I'elatiot s, charging 
him with a want of openness and candor and stating that he was t«o 
much disposed to publish matters which ought to be kept set-ret. As an 
instance, be referred to the joint protest of liimself and Mons. Perrin, 
last year, whicii, be said, liad been unnecessarily communicated to Mr. 
Severance, wlio liad made a long rigainarole of a reply, and that his 
rejoinder to that reply had been suppressed. 

I have the best reason in tlie world for believing that in this respect 
"Gen. Miller's memoiy was at fault, as he never made any rejoinder 
whatever. He also entered into an argument to refute what I took 
occasion to say on tJie 4th of July relative to the merits of colonial 
government and the law of primogeniture, praising the latter as a 
beneficent institution which gave England a class of gentlemen and 
statesmen not to be surpassed in the world. When be had concluded 
the King replied as follows; 

I have heard what you have said to me in tlie name of your Govorcmeut. I am 
not Bure that 1 bave clearly umleTstood it all, but I shall <;ousi<ler it ao far as I inay 
be able to reoolteet it. I wonld prefer tliat in all matters which relate to my sot- 
ereiguty, in wbicli my ehiefs and people liave a deep interest, communicationa 
should be made in writing so as to prevent misuuderatandings and mistakes either 
by me or them. 

The speech of Gen. Miller as I have beard accountsof it from authen- 
tic sources, was an outrage njwn all propriety and insulting to the 
United States. An accurate statement of what transpired at the audi- 
ence was drawn up, as 1 have reason to believe, by the minister of 
foreign relations and submitted to Gen. Miller for revision. He prom- 
ised to write out the substance of his remarks, but as yet has not done 
so. I have assurances that a copy will be communicated to me at the 
earliest practicable moment. Had not the andience been what is 
t«rmed private I should have requested officially an account of what 
took place, and shall yet find some just reason for doing so if it is not 
received as I anticipate through the dictates of a just and proper 
courtesy, wliich tlie minister of ioreign relations has on every occasion 
heretofore been willing to extend. 

On Thursday last (September 28) the officers of the Portsmouth and 
St. Mary had a royal audience by special invitation from the King. 
The, invitation was conveyed to nie on the preceding day through the 
minister of foreign relations. The whole affair may be regarded as ex- 
ceedingly comphmentary. Suck a thing as an invitation for an occa- 
sion of this kind was never before known here. Capt. Domin is a 
great favorite ajnong all classes of the Hawaiian people, commanding 
universal respect and confidence. It is perhaps to tliis fact, as much 
as to anything else, that the extraordinary courtesy of the occasion 
may he attributed. But it may be said undoubtedly in addition that 
the Hawaiian authorities are especially desirous of cultivating friendly 
relations witli the United States, and look forward to the time when 
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their country may coustitute an integral portion of the great Nortli 
Ameiican Kepnblic. 

Since my dispatch of the 15th ultimo there has been no progress iu 
regard to the treaty of annexation. The crown prince is absent on the 
island of Hawaii, Dnt he has been sent for and his return is daily ex- 
pected. This step resulted from niy ietter to the minister of foreijni 
relations of the date of September 12, a copy of which I have already 
transmitted for yonr information. I inclose herewith an acknowledg- 
ment of its receipt, from which you will perceive the cause of any recent 
delay that has occurred. 

I now feel some confidence that immediately upon the arrival ol' the 
prince the treaty will be signed and ratified. The King is unwilling 
to have any action taken in Ids absence, but at the same time anxious 
to bring matters to a speedy conclusion. liiholiho lias abeady given 
his formal assent to the negotiations so far, by countersigning with the 
ministers the protocols and also the draft of the treaty, a copy of which 
I have sent you. Present appearances indicate that the period of pro- 
crastination is nearly at an end, and I indulge the expectation of being 
able to send home a treaty of annexation in time for the commencement 
of the nest session of Congress. 
I have, etc., 

David L. Gregg. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcp. 

No. 61. 1 Le{;a.tion op the United States, , 

Honolulu,, December 19, 1854. 

Sib: The King of the Hawaiian Islands, Kamehameha III, died on 
Friday last, the 15th instant, after an illness of about two weeks. He 
was born on the 17th of March, 1813, being in his forty-second year. 
By his subjects he was universally beloved, and among them the mani- 
festations of grief are universal and striking. With scarcely an excep- 
tion the resident foreigners respected him and confided in his justice 
and generosity. His partiality to Americana has always been strong, 
and it will be universally conceded that by his decease they have lost 
a faithfo] and honorable friend. 

As soon as his death was known, minute guns were fired from the . 

fort on shore and by all the vessels of war in the harbor. 

On the same day the ac<:ession of the Prince Boyal Alexander Liho- 
liho to the throne, under the style of Kamehameha IV, was proclaimed 
and received universal acquiescence. The young monarch will bfe 21 
years of age on the 9th of February next. By the Hawaiian laws the 
age of majority for males is fixed at twenty, so that he Becoines at once 
ruler Ae facto of the Kingdom. 

But few young men of his years liave more ability or intelligence. '> 

His general education is good and for sometime past he has been ac- , i 

customed to take part in the management of public affairs. A few * 

years since, with his older brother, he Tisited the United Stated and ',. 

Europe, and evidently derived much profit from the opportunity thus ■:>, 

plac^ within his reach. His manners and habits are plain and simple, ^ j' 

in consistency with the American education he has received. -^ 
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The cabinet ministers and members of the privy council placed tlieir 
offices at tlie disposal of tbe new sovereign yesterday, bat lie desired 
them to remain for the present in the discharge of their several func- 
tions. 

The King's confidential and most influential adviser is the Hon. 
William L. Lee, chief justice of the supreme court, a thorough Ameri- 
can and a man of undoubted integrity. On the 2d instant he resigned 
his office on account of ill health, but his resignation was not then ac- 
cepted, and the present King absolutely refuses to allow him to quit 
his position, promising to have such an arrangement made as will relieve 
him of his most burdensome duties. 



The salute at sunrise on the 16th, referred to in my letter to the 
minister of the 18th, was participated in by the St. Mary, but not by 
the English and French ships in port, probably for the reason that 
they were not prepared to follow the Hawaiian and American salutes. 
"The royal salute of etiquette" appears to have been arranged for the 
purpose of giving them an opportunity of making up for the omission 
of the morning. 
I have, etc., 

David L. Geegig. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

No. 64.] Legation of the TJnited States, 

* Honolulu, December 39, 1854. 

BiB: • • • From information which has recently come to 
my knowledge, I am inclined to entertain the opinion that the present 
head of the government will be disposed to preserve, if possible, the 
separate independence of the Hawaiian Islands. I anticipate, there- 
fore, a notification, as soon as affairs are somewhat settled, to the effect 
that the negotiations for annexation to the United States are no longer 
■ to be entertained. This is rather a matter of inference than of positive 
certainty; but my own mind is convinced that the anticipations I en- 
tertained will prove to be well founded. 

I think it also probable that efforts will be made to secure the pro- 
tection of the existing sovereignty by the United States, France, and 
Great Britain. That foreign protection of some kind will be sought, I 
regard as almost a certainty. I should be glad to receive instructions 
to guide my conduct in the event of any such question being brought 
up for consideration. 

The ministers who will doubtless be reappointed are men of honesty 
and integrity, but my observation leads me to conclude that in their 
estimation the retentiori of office is a paramount consideration. Their 
great fault is weakness and not perversity of purpose. Besides their 
views are all against the present administration of the United States, 
and it is not at all unlikely that they conceive it to be fair and just to 
pursue every legitimate course to play advisedly into the hands of those 
who desire political changes. These remarks are especially to be ap- 
plied to the American elements of the Hawaiian Government. 
I have, etc., 

David L. Geegg. 
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Mr. Marcy to 2fr. Greijg. 

yo. 12.] Depabtment of State. 

Waihington, January 31, 1855. 

Sir: The policy of tlie United States in I'elation to the future of the 
Saiidwicli Islands is presented in the instructionn heretofore given to 
you. That policy is not to accelerate or urge on any important change 
in the government of that countiy, but if it hiis or slioukl become so 
far enfeebled that it can not be eontiuned, and the sovereignty of the 
islands must be transferred to another power, then n state of things 
will exi.st in which it will be proper tor the United States to have a re- 
gard to the future coudition of that country. 

If the Hawaiian Uovernraent and people become convinced of the 
necessity of such ii change, it is probable that they will, if left to their 
free choice, lo<)k to the United Stiites as the countrj' to which they 
would wish to be united. To a pro|»er arrrangenient of this kind this 
Government certainly lias no objectioTi. 

My dispatch of the 4tli of April last has reference to such a contin- 
gency whiub it was then supiiosed was about to happen. In case a 
transfer of the islands was protfered to the Uuited States, yon were 
directed to enter into negotiations as to tlie tenns of it and conclude a 
treaty on that subject, Tlie outlines of such a treaty were contained 
in that dispatch. 

You have apprised the Deportment that as soon as negotiations were 
opened you pereeived that stipulations different from those indicated 
in yonr instructions were insisted on, and yon very properly notified 
the Hawaiian autliorities that you could only entertain them as matters 
to be referred to your Govemmejit for its approval or rejet^tion. 

The draft of a treaty you liave forwanled to the Department has^ 
been considered by the Piesideut, and he directs me to say that he can 
not approve of some of the articles, [f ratified in its present shape 
at Honoluln and sent hither, he would not probably submit it to the 
Senate. There are in his mind strong objections to the immediate in- 
corporation of the islands in their present condition into the Union as 
an independent State. It was expected that the Hawaiian Government 
would be willing to offer the islands to the United States as a territory, 
and to leave the question in lelation to their becoming a State to the 
determination of this Government, unembarrassed by stipulations on 
that point. The interests of botli parties would seem to indicate this 
as the wisest course. A treaty which would embarrass the United 
States in their action on this qacstion would therefore be objectionable. 

There are other objections to the draft which you have sent to the 
Department, though less formidable than that winch the second article 
presents. The amount to be paid as annuities, etc., according to the 
draft, is much larger than was contemplatetl. 

I think it would be proper that you should inform the Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment that the United States would not be likely to approve of a 
treaty differing in important particulars from the terms contained in 
the dispatch of the 4th of April. 

This Government will receive the transfer of the sovereignty of the * 

Sandwich Islands witli all proper provisions relative to the existing 
riglits and interests of the people theieof, such as are usual and ap- 
propriate to territorial sovereignty. It will be the object of the United ", 
States, if clothed with the sovereignty of that country, to promote its 
growth and prosperity. This consideration alone ought to be a aufS- • 
S. Ex. 77 9 ..^ -'i 
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eient assurance to the people that their rights aud interests will be 
duly respected aod cherished by this Goveriimeut. 
. In presenting objections to the draft of the treaty which you hare 
sentto this Department, the President desires me to assure you that 
he takes no exc'cption wliatever to your course iu this difficult and em- 
barrassing negotiation, but, on the contrary, it is highly a]>i>roTed. 
Your eftbrts liave been properly directed and your ability is appre- 
ciated and commended. It gives me pleasure to concur in and commu- 
nicate the Tresident's apiirobation of your conduct. 
I am, etc., 

W.L. UlAltCY. 



^fr. jMfJlrith: to Mr. Seuard. 

Ko. 9.] United States Legation, 

Hmtohihi, Hawaiian Ixlanih, October 9, 1S63. 

Sir; Sotwitlistanding tlie subject is a delicate one, yet regarding 
it as a duty to my Government to transmit iutbrniatiou concerning the 
policy and views of that to which I am accredited, I aek your undivided 
attention to a few lints iu reference to this Government, aud some 
things connected with it. 

First. The King is strongly predisposed in iavor of the British in 
preference to Americans, or those of any other nationality. English 
l)oIicy, English etiquette, and English grandeur seem Ut captivate 
and control him. His familiar associates are Englishmen, and where an 
office becomes vacated by death, resignation, or otherwise, it is filled by 
the appointment of an Englishman. In a word, English diplomacy 
here has been so adroit and sagacious as to win the esteem aud confi- 
dence of His M^estj- and the royal family, while American diplomacy 
has been a complete tailnre iu tliis respect. 

It is plainly to be seen that tlie British Government places a high 
estimate on the future value of these islands, believing, no doubt, that 
the Pacific aud other i-ailroiuls will be built, and that these islands will 
become verj' important as a "half-way house" bet\veen Eumpe and 
America on one side and China and Japan on the other, ami also in 
their capacity for growing the sugai' cane, coffee, rice, and cotton, which, 
no doubt, will be very great when fairly and I'ully developed. The sa- 
lubrity and peculiar pleasantness of tlu' climate must also add much to 
the intrinsic worth and importance of this coujitry. 

Secondly. The King's health m poor, being atHicted with asthma 
and other chronic affections, and therefore it is not at all probable that 
he will live many years, and, like other valetudinarians, his death would 
not sunn'ise his acquaintances at any time. The English influences 
which are thrown around the King in the persons of English school 
teachers recently imported, and a number of English clergymen sent 
here by Her Britannic Majesty at the request of the King, and he not 
a pious man, and the lilling of vacant offices by Englishmen, on the 
whole, being considered, is shrewdly suspected of being a jwlitical aflair 
under the garb of religion and intended at least to supersede Ameri- 
cans holding office under His Majesty's Government, American school 
teachers, and American clergymen, many of whom have already been 
turned out; in other words, an endeavor to thoroughly Anglicize this 
place and prepare it for a British regency. 
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Thirdly. The native population is deisreasiug ko rapidly as to produce 
the general, if not the uiiiversul, belief that within ti tsbort period, say 
from twenty to forty yeara, there will not be enough of them reuiaiiiin^ 
to perpetuate this (ioveriimeut. This being the ciise, tliese islands 
must, of necessity, pass into other hands and their destiny be controlled 
by other people. The question then is, to what nation shall they be- 
long, and to whom onght they belong, the Kuglish or the Aniericans! 
They are the oidj' competitors. 

Fourthly. An Englishinau a little over ii yea.r ago loaned this Gov- 
ernment $90,000 for ten years at 10 i)er cent per annum, in- 
terest to be paid annually- This Government, in all probability, 
will not be able to pay more than the interest, if that, and will 
be more likely ti> hypothecate lands to Knglishmen or to the Eng- 
lish (iovernment lor more mouey. Suchan event would be a sufficient 
excuse for Great Biitsiiu (Napoleon-like) to take and hold these islands 
as an indemnity, and everybody knows what the result would be. The 
payment of this debt by the tJnited States, an<l, if need be, the loan of 
half a million more, together with presents both ornamental and useful 
to their majesties and to the heir apparent, cautiously and wisely be- 
stowed, might be the means of giving Americans the vantage ground 
in pohit of court inlluenee and other interests which may come up in 
the future. 

I beg leave to further say that Aniei'ican interests greatl.\' predomi- 
nate here over all others combined, and not less than four-fifths of the 
commerce connected with these islandfi is American. The merchants, 
traders, dealers of all kinds, and planters ai'e principally Americans. 
The English have no commerce heie worthy of tlie uanjc and but one or 
two retail stores; the Germans about the Siime aiin)unt of business as 
the English, ilany American mei'cliants here are doing quite a large 
business, aud would extend their business still more but tbr the danger 
of British rule over this gi'oup, which, if it should become the dominant 
or govenung power, American interests would be crushed out with 
eagerness and dispatch. Such is the universal belief of all American 
citizens with whom I have conversed, and sach is my own opinion. It 
would be a flagrant injustice to American citizens, after they have 
labored for the good of these islands tor the last foity years, after they 
have brought these people out of barbarism and taught them civiliza- 
tion', science, and religion; in a .word made them an intelligent and 
Christian nation, aud have done all that has been done in the develop- 
ment of the resoui'ces of the country, and given it a world-wide popu- 
larity, to be either diiven out or so treated and harassed as to make 
it ue<«s8ary for their interests to sacrifice their property and leave, 
which is believed would be the case provided the English obtain greater 
influence with the King than they now have; wMch influence it is the 
desire of Americans here and for the interests of the American Govern- 
ment to avert. Some merchants and planters are contracting their 
business, so that they may not sufler so heavy a loss in the event of 
the change which seems probable at no very distant day. 

I am also informed that the British Government since the commence- 
ment of the rebellion in the United States sent a deputation to exam- 
ine and report on the cotton-growing capacity of this group, and the 
report is said to be remarkably favorable. This may aid in explaining 
the lively interest which Her British Majesty's Government takes in this 
Government and the final disposition of these islands so far as con- 
duct is a faithful index to design. The cotton-growing capacity of 
these islands has been sufficiently tested to demonstrate it as a fiict 
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that it is not at all iiilferior to Alabama, Georgia, or Mississippi, either as 
to quality or quautity per acre. There is some cotton liow growing in 
■ the sabnrbs of this city as rich aud Inxariant a growth as I ever saw 
in the Sontliern States. The capacity of tlieae islands for growing sugar 
cane is of world-wide celebrity and is known to be not inferior to that 
of any other country. All the sugar plantations of any note on these 
islands, with the exception of two or three, belong to Americans. Cof- 
fee grows here well and it is believed that with proper care and skili 
it might become equal to those more celebrated cott'ee-growing conn- 
tries. A great deal is now raised heie, although for the last few years 
there has been in some localities what is liere ciJled the blight on the 
tree. This Koil grows rice of an excellent quaUty in great abundance. 

Indian com grows well here and yields tVoni 20 to 40 bushels per acre. 
Garden vegetables also grow well here. 

This group of islands under the contix>l of our Government, in ray 
judgment would be far more valuable than tlie ownership of both 
Cuba and the Bahama Islands. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor, et(;., 

Jamus McBride, 



Message of the President of the Vidted States, enmmumetttiHg, in aimwer to 
a resolution of the Senate of the 4th instant, n reifort of the Secretary of 
State, relative to a proposed renprociiy treaty between the United States 
and Sandicieh Islands. 

Febkuary S, 1864.— Read, rcfelTeil to the Coiimiittee on Fureijrii lielations, aiid ov- 
(Icreil to lif printpii. 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In answer to the resolution of yesterday on tlicsubjei'tof a reciproc- 
ity treaty with tlie Sandwich Islands, 1 ti'aiisuiit a report from the 
Secretary of State, to whom the resohition was referred. 

ABEAnAJI LmcOLN. 

Washington, Febritm-y 5, iSui. 



Uepaetiient up State, 

Washington, Febmary S, 1864. 

The Secretary of State, to whom has been referred the Senate's reso- 
lution of yesterday, requesting the President, "if not incompatible 
with the public interests, to communicate to the Senate any recent cor- 
respondence at the Department of State relative to a, proposed reciproc- 
ity treaty between the United States and the Sandwich Islands," has 
the honor to report that application has been made for a revival of a 
sunilar treaty which was negotiated here duiing the administration of 
President Pierce, but which was not approved by the Senate. After 
due consideration, however, especially in connection with the probable 
effect of such a measure on the public revenue at this juucture, it has 
not been deemed advisable further to entertain the sabject. It is not 
deemed expedient at present to communicate the correspondence called 
for by the resolution. 

Eespectfully submitte*!. 

William II. Sewaed. 

The Pee^ident, 
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Mr. Semir<l to Mr. McBride. 

No. 10.] Depaktmbnt of State, 

Washington, Jaiiunry 14, 1S64. 
Jambs McBride, Esq., etc. : 

Sir: Your dispatch No. 9, of October 9, 18IJ3, lias been received. 
The subject of which it treats, viz, the policy of Great Britain in the 
Sandwich Islands — the efforts miule by its officials there to shape and 
control the future destinies of these islands — and the measures which 
you indicate, with the \iew of counteiacting these influences, are all 
deemed of much impiutance and they will receive the consideration to 
which they are justly entitled. 
I am, etc., 

UlI.I.lAM H. Sewabd. 



Mr. McHridv to Mr. Scivard. 

No. ;S7,] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, September Id, M6-i, 
SiE: As the United States Government is now paying rent for a 
piece of ground for a naval depot, and as a permanent depot here will 
be vastly more important to our Government in the future than it has 
been in time past, from the increased necessity for naval defense, owing 
to the States and Territories on the Pacific Slope, the number of Amer- 
ican whale ships Hoating in various parts of the Pacific, the increased 
and increasing commerce with these islands, and last, though not least, 
the immense comment which we have the right to anticipate between 
the United States, Chhia, and Japan, 1 hope it will beconsidered proper 
in ]ne to suggest that, if a reciprocity treaty should at any time be 
made with this Uovernment. a fee simple to a piece of land at this 
port, sufficient lor a wharf and buildings for a naval dei)Ot and also 
for a dry dock, should be made one of the conditions of said treaty, as 
the principal advantage accruing fiom sucli a treaty will be to this 
Government, as shown in my dispatch of yesterday. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

James McBride, 



Mr. MeCooJc to Mr. Seirnrd. 

No. I).] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, September 3, 1866. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
No. 3, inclosing the opinion of the Attorney- General in the matter of 
the American ships Josephine and Blue Jacket. 

I regard it as a cause for cougratulation that the Government has 
arrived at the conclusion indicated by the opinious of the Attorney- 
General, for the Hawaiian coui-ts have in the past certainly shown a 
disposition to unnecessai'iiy annoy American shipmasters, and the Ha- 
waiian Goveinment has invariably refused to redress their grievances. 

In examining the corresjtondence of my predecessors I observe that 



byGooQle 



134 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

oacli oue lias seen proper to comuiiiiiicate to tlie State Departiiieut liis 
views ill relation to tlie (iovernment and people of tliese islands. Al- 
thoiigli I suppose yon are already tliorouglily informed, yet 1 desire to 
call your attentioii to some points upon which 1 very materially diifer 
ftom the ideas expressed by my ]iredecessors. 

. Betore uiy anival here I was led to believe that this Government dis- 
played a marked hostility towards the Government and citizens of the 
United States. The State Depiirtment has probably been led into 
the same error. I am perfectly satistledthatnosnchfeelingdoesexist. 
JUany of the Amwiean residents have lendei-ed themselves obnoxions to 
the King and hie catiinet by personal abnce of the ministers and unwar- 
ranted interftrence in the iM)litical alfairs of tbe Kingdom. The nat- 
ural result of this has been dislike, freely exi)res6ed, on both sides. As 
the feeling is apparently of an entirely i)ersonal i-hanieter, I can see no 
reason why it shouldaifect my i-elationsortlierelationsof my Government 
wlthHisMa^iestyandhisministers. Anotherclas8ofAniericans,tliemis- 
siouaiieB, have controlled the political affairs of the country since 1820. 
They are dissatisfled because within the last few years tliey have lost 
their hold upon the Government and itsoftices. The tirst class of Ameri- 
cans are generally disappointed adventurers, the second class are re- 
ligi<mists, who, having once exercised Bujirenie power in church and. 
state, feel all the bitterness of disappointment at seeing their political 
power pass into other hands, and kuowinfi that the native population 
ia beginning to listen to a religion preached ftoni other pulpits Ihao 
their own. The American missiomirieshavo undonbtedly labored faith- 
fully; but it is their own fault if, alter forty years' experience as keep- 
ers of the conscience to the natives andtheir princes, they permit them- 
selves to be driven from the field by an adroit English priest, whose 
church is a mere political machine, hm\ who possesses apparently 
neither the intelligence nor the virtue of his more experienced and Pu- 
ritanical biother missionaries. 

So far as I can see, the influence of the American (invenm eiit is all 
that it has ever been. The influence of American individuals has been 
lost tlirough their own want of tact and harmony. 

There is stiil another class — the planters of the country. They are 
nearly all Americans, both in nationality and in 8ymi)athy; they are 
the better class of the residents of the islands, possess its substantial 
wealth, control its resources, and annnally ship 2ii,<)' (>,U(H) jioundsof 
sugar to the Pacific <'oast of the United States. Tln-ir pecuniary in- 
terests, their iiolitieal sympatliies, their business relations, and their 
personal attachments are all with the United States and its citizens. 

The health of the pi-esent King is moat precarious. When he dies 
the race of Hawaiian kings dies with him, and I feel confident that he 
will not nauie a successor. His Majesty is superstitions and to a great 
degree under the iiifiueuce of a luitive soi-ceress, who has predicted 
that he will die as s(Hm as he names a successor. He has faith in her 
prophecy and'acts accordingly. I mention this faei in order that you 
may more pniperly appreciate the eidightened influences which some- 
times control His Majesty's important political measures. 

The fact as 1 state it is undoubted, and in the event that no successor 
to the throne is apjioiuted the Govennneut of the United States may 
be called u^iou to arbitiate the futme of this countiy. For this rea- 
son I have felt it my duty to remind you of the condition of afl'airs 
here and to call your attention to the value of American iuteresta 
which do now, and always must, center in these islands. 
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They are the resting place, supply depot, and reshippiug point of all 
oar Amei'icaii whaling tieet. 

Tliey are the sourees from wLkh the Pacific States receive all the 
sugars they consume. 

The greater part of the agiieultural, cuiiiiuerelal, and moneyed in- 
'terests of the islands are in the hands of American citizens. 

All vessels bound from our Pacific coast to China pass close to these 
shores. 

Geographically these islands ocxnpy the same important relative posi- 
tion towards the Pai'ifle that the Beimudsis do towards tlie Atlantic 
coast of the United States, a- position which makes them imiwrtant to 
the English, coiivenieot to the French, and, in the event of war with 
either of those powers, absolutely neceissai-y to the Uiiitetl States. 
Destitute of both army and navy, the Hawaiian (rovernment is without 
the power to resist aggression, to compel belligerents to respect the 
neutrality of her ports. Equally destitute of financial resources, they 
are without the means of indemnifying thowe who may suffer through 
their weakness. 

The spirit of this whole people is heartily republican and thoroughly 
Ameiican, The King, his half dozen half- civilized nobles, as many 
cabinet ministers, and the Lord Bishop of Honolulu (Staley) constitute 
the entire aristocratic elemeut of the country, either in fact or in feeling. 
And when this djniasty ends, as end it will probably within the next 
year, lam sure that if the American Government indicates the slightest 
desire to t«st in the.se islands the last Naiwleonic conception in the way 
of territorial extension you will find the i>eople heie with great unani- 
mity ''demanding by votes, freely expressed, annexation to" theUnitad 
States. 



1 have the honor, etc., 



I'JDWAHD McCOOK, 

UniltiJ States Minister Senident. 



(San FitANCisoo, Jitne 7, 1S67. 
Hon. W. H. Sewakd. 

Washington, I). C. : 

Sir: I sail to-morrow for Honolulu and desire before leaving to ask 
you to order me to report in Washington about the time the Hawaiian 
treaty comes betbre the Senate for ratification or grant me a leave of 
absence for tliat purpose. I will then have in my possession every fact 
which might iuHneuce the favorable consideration of Congress; and it 
it is unnecessary for me to say how deep an interest I feel in the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the matter with which you intrusted me. 

Should the treaty be ratified, I will feel that I have possibly accom- 
plished ail I can accomplish in my present position, and will probably 
wish to return to my home in Colorado, unless yon should tavor the 
absolute aciiuisitioii of the Hawaiian Islands, in whicli event I would 
like to conduct the negotiations. I think their sovereignty could be 
purchased from the present King, and feel sure that the people of the 
United States would receive such a purchase with universal awlama- 
tion. Will you permit me to suggest that you sound Mr. Harris on the 
subject? 
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I hope you will send me the leave of absence or orders I bave asked 
for; I know it seems like taxing your indulgence too far to ask this fa- 
vor so soon after receiving a similar one at your hands ; but I certainly 
have no wish to make the long winter voyage from Honohiln to New 
York as a pleasure trip, and my only reason for wishing to visit the 
United States this winter is tliat I believe it will materially advance 
the interests of the public service, and I feel sure you will be perfectly 
-"" aed with the result should you permit me to come. 
i have, etc., 

Edward M, Mc('ook. 



Mr. >Seicfir(l to Mr. McVook, 



No, 33.] Depaktment of State, 

WiishiHt/ion, July 13, 18i>7. 
Mr. McCooK, 

Hoitolvlii: t 

Sir : Your private note Avritteii on the 2Tth of June, on the eve of 

your departnie from San Francisco tor Honi>lulii, has Just been received. 

You have leave to come to tliis place at the next meeting of Congress, 

■which will probably take place in November. 

You are at liberty to sound the proper authority on the large subject 
mentioned in yonr note and ascertain probable conditions. You may 
confidentially receive oveitui*es and <:omnmnicate the same to me. 

I will act upon your suggestion in that relation in regard to a pai'ty 
now here, 

I am, etc., 

Wn.i.iAJi II. Seward. 



Mr. MrC'ook lo Mr. finvuv.l. 

No. 31. J I.euation ok thk United States. 

Honohilii, Aiiffiisl ■>, li^'iT. 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Hecretarn of Stfile, Wnnhhuiioii, I). V. : 
Sir: Since my dispatch No. .31) I have had several iiiterviews with 
His Majesty the King, in one of wliich I called his attention to the 
remark made by his minister of foreign altairs relative to Eia Majesty 
leaving his capital because of the presence of the V. S. S. Laekiuvanna 
here (Mr, lie A'arigny, the minister of foreign ati'airs, was present), 
and the King disavowed any such motive and intbrmed me that he had 
left this island simply to sui>erinteiid the labor on some one of his plan- 
tations. The whole subject was dismissed by my calling His Majesty's 
attention to the fa^t that there hatl been nothing in the past acts or 
present attitude of my t'.overnment toward this Kingdom which should 
make the presence of an American man-of-war in these waters the 
source of suspicion, and that 1 i-egarded it as peculiiwiy unfortunate 
that these suspicions should be expressed at this particular time, when 
the Government of the United States was endeavoring, by the negotia- 
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tion of a reciprocity treaty and by every other assurance iu tlieii' power, 
to show their friendship tor the King and people of tliese islands. 

Oil' the 25tli of July His Majesty again sent for me to meet hiia in 
council. Telegrams from Washington, publislied in the GaUfornia 
papers, had reached here, disclosing the fact that a treaty of reciproc- 
ity had been concluded between the two countries and made public in 
the United States, His Ma,je«ty stated to me that he would like tt) dis- 
cuss its provisions with me, but did not deem it consistent with his 
dignity, etc., to enter into any such discni^sioii while the Lnt'lairnnna 
remained here. I will do Hie Majesty the justice to say that 1 do not 
believe this idea was an original one, but was suggested to and forced 
upon him by his rainistei-s, they hoping tliat the Lnckairannn could not 
or would not leave, and that this might prove an iusuiH-iable olistiicle 
to the ratilication of the treaty. I i-equested that this deteiininatiou of 
his might be conveyed to me in writing, and on the same day 1 received 
a comnmnication from the minister of foreign affairs, a copy of which I 
inclose. 

The Lackawanna sailed fi-oni thei^e. waters on the 30th of July, iu 
compliauce with orders ftxim the Navy Department, to take formal pos- 
session of and survey Middlebrook Island, and this obstacle being re- 
moved His Majesty again sent tor me, approved the ti-eaty in council, 
and issued a proclamation convoking an extraordinary session of the 
legislative assembly on tlie 2d of September, " tbr the jiurpose of con- 
sidering such legislation as may be rendered necessary by the prnjiosed 
convention of reciprocity with the (lovernment of the United States." 
A copy of this proclamation is herewith transmitted. 

I think that the King heartily and earaestly favors this treaty, and 
I think that some, jnobably the mr^jority, of his ministers just ashenrt- 
ily and earnestly opposeit; because they know it will prove destructive 
to all other foreign intiuence and make American influence dominant, 
on these islands. 1 was present by invitation of His Majesty at four 
of his cabinet meetings and on each occasion lie seemed disposed to 
act pi-omptly and favorably, while his councilors yielded, I thought, a 
reluctant and sullen assent to a measure which they alone, of all this 
little Kingdom, look ujwn with disfavor. 1 have heard some of the 
most intelligent and influential men of the islands express the opinion 
that should this treaty be ratitied by the United States and go into 
efli'ect, abrogatiim would be revolution; and after its benefits are once 
felt this people will always demand reciprocity or annexation. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient sei'^'ant, 

Edwaed M. McCook, 



ilr. Ih yi,n:iii<i lo Ml, ilcCoak. 

Hovon-LU, ./»(!, ». 
.SiB : Piiisiiaiit to tbe rei|iiest rx|u-e»se.i liy y 
of t<i-day with His M^estj, I hine the lioDor ti 
b.v the King. 

Beforeenterinz into the pimfiideratioii of the tri-aty of reciprocity , Hia Majesty and 
hia Govemiiient desire your excellency to use your influence m i}ecuriii)r the depurture 
from tbia Kingiloill of the LaekuwrniHa for the rc.isous explained to you daring the 
afoi'eaoid interview. 

Hoping for a fnvorable result of this reqneat, I nviiil luyaelf of this opportunity to 
renew to yon the assurances of the high respect and distingnlahed couai deration with 
which 1 remain, 

Your eiicellpncy's very oljeilieut hiimlile servant, 
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Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward. 

No. 32.] Le<;ation of tub United States, ' 

Hunohihi, August 3, 1867. 
SiK : I liave tbe lienor to inclose you the copy of a (^ommmiication 
addressed by ine to Geii. Van Viilkeiibui'gh, Unitetl States minister 
resident at Yedo, Japan. 

The note explains itself; and as I deeine4 it essential to the inter- 
ests of the public service that it should be written and forwarded 
promptly, I hope its contents will meet with your entire approval. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

liluwAiti) M. Mc'CooK. 



Mr. McCook to Oen. Vait, Vulkeiihurgh. 

United States Legation, 

HoHOlulu, August 3, 1867. 

Dear Sir: Au envoy of the Hawaiian Government sails for Japan 
to-day for the purpose of endeavoring to negotiate a treaty with Japan 
which will admit the sugars and other products of that kingdom on 
an equality with the products of the United States, England, etc. I 
should thluk it would be your policy to oppose the consummation of 
such a treaty by every' means in your power. The Pacific States of the 
United States are almost entirely dependent upon these Hawaiian 
Islands for their supply of Hugars, and the planters here depend on the 
- Pacific States just as entirely for a market. This cireninsjance has 
been instrumental in maintaining American influence here, although 
all the sympathies of the Government are probably English; and so 
soon as they can find another market which will render them iudeT)end- 
entofthe United States, our political and commercial influence on 
the islands will be lost. 

You have been here and understand how imjiortant in every respect 
these islands are to our <;ouiitry; and the fact that a treaty of reciproc- 
ity hiis just been concluded witli them shows conclusively that the 
President and Secretary of State fully realize this importance, and are 
anxious by securing all their trade to make American influence para- 
mount. Should they secure this treaty with Japan, and thus find an- 
other and possibly better market for their sugars, etc., it will in effect 
defeat tlie objects of the treaty just conclude<i, by diverting the trade 
we wish to secure into another channel, and enable the planters and 
merchants of these islands to sell their sugars to Japan, and with the 
proceeds buy their goods, as they now do, in an English market, in- 
stead of an American one, as they would naturally if their trade were 
exclusively with the Uniteil States. 

At any rate 1 believe that after so largely subsidizing a line of steam- 
ers to secure the trade of China and Japan, we ought to secure all of it 
if we can ; and if the Japanese want sugars raised in this part of the 
Pacific let them buy them through the merchants of San Francisco, or 
some of our other Pacific ports. This seems liVe a small affair, bat I 
think our new trade growing up with China and ilapan should be jeal- 
ously watched and fostered, and all other countries liindered if possible 
from injuriously interfering with- it in any way. 
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I hope yon will foncur with me in the view I have taken of this mat- 
ter, and throw every obstacle yon can in tlie way of the success of 
Capt. Watennan, the Hawiiiiaij envoy, and reqnest Gen. Stahl and 
our other coQisnls to do the same. 

X have forwarded a copy of this letter to the honorable Secretary of 
State, hoping that he will approve my opinions and eomiininieate with 
yon at once. 

1 ha\e the honor to be, etc., 

EuwAED M. McCooK, 

Milliliter Kesident. 



Mr. Seirard to Mi: McCool: 



Department of State, 

Waxliiitgloii, September 1^, 1867. 
Edward M. McCook, Esq., etc. : 

Sir: Circumstances have transpired here which induce a behef that 
a strong interest, based upon a desire for annexation of the Sa..dwich 
Islands, will be active in opposing a ratification of the reciprocity treaty. 
It will be argued that the reciprocity will tend to binder and defeat an 
early annexation, to which thepeople of the Sandwich Islands are sup- 
posed to be now strongly inclined. Under thesecircunistances, Ihave, 
first, to advise that you remain at fionolulu instead of coming to the 
United States, as you have before proposed. 

Second. You will be governed in all your proceedings by a proper 
respect and courtesy to the Government and people of tlie Sandwich 
Islands; but it is proper that you should know, for your own informa- 
tioD, that a lawful and peacefi^ anuexatiou of the islands to the United 
States, ^Yith the consent of the people of the Sandwich Islands, is 
deemed desirable by this Goveniinent; and that if the policy of annex- 
ation should really conflict with the i>oIicy of reciprocity, annexation is 
in every case to be preferred, 

■ The bearer of this coininunication will remain for the piesent at 
Honolulu, and will conform himself in his proceedings there to your 
advice, coi)i)erating with youcontidentially; and you will exercise your 
own discretion how far it may be necessary and when to instruct him 
in any of the matters contained in this dispatch. 
I am, etc., 

H. Seward. 



A!r. Seward to Mr. M<:Cook. 

No. 36.] Department of State, 

Washington, October 5, 18ff?. 
Mr.'McCooK, etc.: 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 5th of August, No. 31. The Prciddent is gratified with the in- 
formation that His Majesty the King of the Sandwich Islands approves 
of the reciprocity treaty, aiid that he toftk measures to call an extra- 
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ordinary session of the legislature for the purpose of a formal ratifica- 
tion. Since the receipt of your dispatch we have received a report by 
the telegraph from Sail Francisco that the treaty has been flnaUy and 
ftUly ratlfi^ by the Hawaiian Governmeot. 

I refrain altogether from treating upon the subject of the irritation 
which has been manifested at Honolnlu in connection with the visit 
of the Lackawanna at that port. No conceivable good could result 
from engaging in diplomatic debate ni>on that subject. 
I am, etc., 

William H. Seward. 



Mr. Seicurd to Mr. Spalding. 



No. 42.] Department of State, 

Washington^ July 5, 1868. 
Z. S. Spalding, Esq., etc.: 

Sir: Your letter of the 14th of April has been received andcareftilly 
read. The iaformatiou which you give of tlie excitement which is pre- 
vailing ill Honolulu in regard to the annexation of tlie Sandwich Islands 
is very interesting. You suggest a system of proceeding here with 
reference to that object which could not possibly, at the present tizne, 
.obtain the sanction of any department of this trovemment. 

Without going into an explanation of the causes for the condition of 
uational sentiment whicli temporarily exists, it is enough to say that the 
public attention sensibly continues to be fastened upon tlie domestic 
questions which have grown out of the late civil war. The public mind 
refuses to dismiss these questions even so far as to entertain the higher 
but more remote questions of national extension and aggrandizement. 
The periodical Presidential and Congressional elections are approach- 
ing. Each of the political parties seems to suppose that economy and 
retrenchment will be prevailing considerations in that election and the 
leaders of each party tlierefore seem to shrink from every suggestion 
which may involve any new national eutei'prise, and especially any for- 
eign one. How long sentiments of this sort may eontiol the proceed- 
ings of the Gtoverumeut is uncertain, but, in the meantime, it will be 
well for you not to allow extravagant e.^pectations of sympathy be- 
tween the United States and the friends of annexation in the islands 
to influence your own conduct. You will continue, however, to write 
me upon the subject fr<^ely as you have hitherto done. 
I am, etc., 

William H, Seward. 



No. 54.] Legation of the United States, 

At Honolulu, Auijmt 14, 1868. 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of Slate, Washington, D. C. : 
Sir: I have the honor to forward herewitli a copy of a commuuica- 
tion addressed by ine to the Hawaiian minister of foreign affairs on the 
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29th ultimo. At tlie same time I iiu'losetl him a copy of the resolution 
of the Congress of the United States wliich accompanied your circular 
of Januaiy 17, 1867, relative to the coolie trade. 

I deemed this action called tor on my part from tlie fact tliat during 
my absence a cargo of Japanese coolies arrived at this port on the 
British ship Scioto, and were distributed amoug the planters and other 
parties on the islands under a system of contracts holding them to 
labor tor the term of tliree years. I know nothing of tlie circumstances 
uudex which til eae peopleleft Japan, but 8uiii)osed you are fully rwlvised 
in the premises through Mr. Vaiivalkeiiburj^. 

I have been iutbrmed that it is in contem^ation to send au expedi- 
tion to the South Sea Islands under the auspices of the Hawaiian G-ov- 
emment, or the Hawaiian board of immigration, for the purpose of 
procuring laborers {coolies} from there. Should this really have been 
the design, I hope the communication I have already addressed to His 
Majesty's Government may lead them to abandon their purpose. If , 
any such attempt is persisted in 1 will deem it my duty to protest most 
emphatically against it, unless otherwise directed by you. 

As these South Sea Islanders are without an organized government 
and unable to protect themselves, any attempt to take them by force 
or fraud from their own country aud reduce them to a state of tempo- 
rary servitude here would, it seems to me, justify snch active interfer- 
ence on the part of the Government of the United States as might be 
necessary to prevent the inauguratiou of a traffic more odious than the 
cooly trade of Chiua. 

1 have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

Edward M, McCook. 



Xo. 41.] LE<;AriON of the United States, 

Honolulu, July 39, 1868. 

SiE: I have the honor to inclose you a copy of a resolution on the 
subject of the cooly trade, which has unanimously passed both Houses 
of the Congress of the United States. 

It is believed that in this matter the resolution referred to correctly in- 
dicates the moral sentiment of the country I have the honor to repre- 
sent; consequently I transmit the inclosed copy for the information 
of your Government, believing that His Majesty, actuated by those 
sentjmenta of humanity for which he lias always been so eminently 
distinguished, will conliaUy cooperate with the Government of the 
United States in its endeavor to discountenance and discourage a, 
traffic so lepulsive that it meets with the reprobation of the civiUzed 
world. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration and regard, I have the 
honor to be, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Edward H. McCook. 

His Excellency Stephen H. Phillips, 

n. H. M. Minister of ForeiffH Affairs, etc. 
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[From tlie atiliiial inessa.ge of Presiilent Jchnson to the Fortieth Congrosa, December 
9, 1868,] 

I am anare that upon tlie questiou of fuitiier ext«n<.liiig our posses- 
sions it is aiiprelieiideil by some tliat our political system can not snc 
cessfully be applied to an area more extended tbaii our continent; but 
the conviction is rapidly gaining ground in the Aniericau mind that, 
with the increased facilities for intercommunication between all portions 
of the eartli, the principles of fre« government, as embraced iu our 
Constitution, if faithfully maintained and carried out, would prove of 
Bufflcient strength and breadth to comprehend within their !*pheie and 
Influence the civilized nations of the wmld. 

The attention of the Senate and of Congress is again respectfully in- 
vited to the treaty for the establishment of commercial reciprocity with 
the Hawaiian Kingdom, entered into last yeiir, and already ratified by 
that (Jovernraent. The attitude of the United States towards these 
islands is not very diifeient ft-om that in which they stand towards 
the West Indies. It is known and felt by the Hawaiian Government 
and people that their Government and institntious are feeble and pre- 
carious; that the United States, being so near a neighbor, would be 
unwilling to see the islands pass under foreign contiol. Tlieir pros- 
perity is continually disturbed by expectations and alarms of nnflriendly 
political proceedings, as well from the Unite<l States as from other for- 
eign powers. A reciprocity treaty, while it could not materially dimin- 
ish the revenues of the United States, would be a guaranty of the good 
will and forbearance of all nations until the people of the islands shall 
of themselves, at no distant day, voluntarily apply for admission into 
the Union. 

I-Io>-<iiA^Lr, April U, 1869. 

DBA.ii Father: Tlie bark Comet sails to-day for San Francisco, 
and even though I have little to make a letter interesting, I ivill ven- 
ture a few lines. 

Our latest advices, by the Idaho, seemed to convey the idea that the 
reciprocity treaty was beyond hope, and the et3'e<;t is beginning to be 
Reneially felt and seen. Men who have kei>t silent tbr months, guard- 
ing their words and actions, have oi>enly expressed tliemselves of late 
as bein^ in favor of annexation, and begun to talk of forming an or- 
ganizatmn or party with that end in view. 

What they want is to know that they will be ba<ked up by the 
United States and its representatives here in all proper measures 
taken by them to setnire a change in the i>oIitica! sentiment of the 
islands and their annexation at the earliest possible period. 

This means not necessarily a war on the part of the United States, 
but a feeling that tliey are suppoited by our Government and its offi- 
cials, even to the continaed presence of a man-of wai-, if necessary, and 
intervention should this Government attempt to stop free speech and a 
free press or put down an American simply because he is an American 
and expresses himself favorably towards'the United States. 

Americans whose opinions are entitled to respect claim that they 
have never had from the Government of the United States that coun- 
tenance and support that England and France have always extended 
to their subjects here. They say (and I am disposed to thiiik with some 
justice) that while an Englishman or Frenchmaiij even though holding 
an office under this Government, never forgets his country, Americans 
have been brought up and become more thoroughly Hawaiian than the 
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natives themselves. 1 know this to be true in regard to some Ameri- 
cans at present lioMing office tindiT this Government, and from the 
rewords of some of our niinisteis, as well as their subsequent careers, 
I am satisfied there lias been ground for complaint. No doubt the 
American party lia« conniiitted mistakes. Tbey had the power, and 
ought to huve fought rather than loso if. But coming from the mission- 
ary stock, it was contrajy to their principles and feelings to resort to 
blows. Besides, some of tlieir best material was drawn off by means 
of i-oyal favor and the honors and emoluments of offire. The "dollar" 
is as powerful here as in more enlightened countries, and Americans 
as apt to forget all else in the accnumlation of riches. 

I told you I had no hope for annexation while there was a chance for 
"reciprocity," K vents do not change my opinion. On the contrary, 
I feel that the desire for annexation is stronger to-day than it has been 
at any time since my arrival on the islands, simply because the pros- 
pects for the treaty are felt to be almost hopeless, and tlie planters must 
have relief by annexation. 

1 have already given yon my opinion as to what the missionary or 
American party woirid do if left to themselves — absolutely nothing. 
In a short time they wtrald be bound hand and foot and powerless to 
resist the machination of the English and French. Tliey are like raw 
troops. Unless they can feel that they are supported by the "veteran 
hand" of the Unit<?d States they will run at the first flash of powder or 
sight of blood. But shove them into the front rank and let tbem feel 
that tliey are safe and they will make as much noise as anybody. 

It is time to decide upon the plan of action. If we want these islands 
immediately, I have no doubt the Laekawnnna embroglio will furnish 
tlie pretext for t^akiiig them a laKngland orFrance. If no other good 
has been accomplished by the Laci;awanna, she has sei'ved to "draw 
out" the ministers into strong expressions against her and our Gov- 
ernment, and by her presence has kept up the fire of opposition in the 
hearts of Americans and left it easy for our Government to shai>e its 
future policy. If tlie United States should take possession to-morrow, 
on the ground that this Government has ^iled to respect American in- 
terests and shown its inability to maintain its position as an independ- 
ent government, I tliink it would hardly raise a single remonstrance, 
either liere or abroad. The feeling of foreigners seems generally to be 
that of astonishment to see the United States "put up'' with so much 
fcom this little ICingdoin. 

But if the Government is in no particular liuny abtmt the acquisition 
of the islands, and desires to accomplish its ends with as little display 
of force or expenditure of money as possible, it might be well t<> give 
the annexation iiartyaehancetosee what they can do. Two years will 
accomplish the change if it can be done at all. To my mind there is a 
better chance for an annexation party right now than there has been 
since the idea of recipi-ocity was first started. The "Hawaiian Club," 
of Boston, write that the treaty is undoubtedly dead, and that although 
they never favored annexation heretofore, they do so now. They also 
say that the failure of the treaty is owing to the action of the ministers 
of this Government, Dr. Hutchinson and M. de Varigny, news which 
has raised a great deal of ill-feeling toward this Government and in- 
oreased the desire for connection with the United States. I take-good 
care not to contradict the opinion. The truth is that so long as there 
was a chance for receiving the benefits of free trade with the United 
States and escaping taxation men who had capital invested here were 
generally opposed to annexation. 
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Tlie missionaries, I think, always opposed it, on the ground that the 
nations would suffer by the change. But just now all classes, except 
office-holders, are down on this OovemmeDt, and reciprocity having 
failed them, are ready for anything that will give them a change. But 
here let me reiterate my opinion that our Government must be pre- 
pared to uphold such a party with more tavor and stronger aid than 
has ever been given before, and be ready, in case of necessity, to as- 
sume the whole work and Jinish it with one stroke. That is to say, we 
should show to this Government that Americans and their Interest must 
6c respected and the United States regarded equally with the "most 
favored nations," and let our friends wee that we will indorse tliem in 
all lawfiil actions and receive them undei- the Stars and Stripes when- 
ever application is made iii the proper manner. 

I still hold that Uttle or nothing can be accomplished at the present 
time by " voluntary " action on the part of the natives or foreigners, in 
the way of changing the ijolitical status of the islands or overthrowing 
the present Government. What may be done in time, by educating the 
people up to the issue, especially where the greater part of the capital 
of the islands is at stake, is another question. There are many good 
, men who will come out boldly for annexation and strain every nerve 
for its success if they can be satisfied that the United States will help 
theiD through. But they are not willing to throw away the good they 
have for the uncertainty of something better. The present King has 
already shown, by his abrogation of the old eoiistitution and forcing 
upon the people an instrument of his own creation, that he will stop at 
nothing within his power. Foreign intervention in favor of stimexation 
must of course come from the United States. Willit come* If so, the 
party can be organized. 

The present attitude of this Government towards the United States 
and the patience with which we have borne its slights is " a thorn in 
our sides." Englishmen ridicule us, while they secretly "chuckle" 
over what tJiey consider our loss of influence. lam as willing to "stoop 
to conquer" as anyone, and am willing to wait for our laugh until we 
shall have won. But, with eveiy Amencan on these islands, I hope 
our Government will either give up all idea of ever coming into posses- 
sion of this country or else take measures to secure it. That we have 
been outgeneraled in the past if very clear. The reciprocity treaty 
just as completely tied Minister McCook's hands as did the Hawaiian 
minister of foreign relations bind our commissi oner, Mr. Gregg, by 
gettiiighimin his debt. The ministersof this Government neverwanted 
"reciprocity" or any other connection with the United States, but 
they entertained the subject to quiet the demand for annexation, in- 
tending to kill it in the eud. They have either bamboozled or bought 
up our representatives before Gen. McCook, and he they allowed to 
run wild on reciprocity. 

If Gen. McCook comes back here with definite instructions from 
Washington to inaugurate and caixy out any set policy, he will un- 
doubtedly flillil] his instructions. But if he returns with no other 
orders but to "cultivate friendly relations," and is allowed to do that 
after his own fashion, you need not look for annexation. Tlie American 
party here is composed of men mostly from the New England States, 
That they are generally " radical " follows as a matter of course. No 
representative of the United States, not even Gen. McOook, has ever 
been in communication with them enough to lead thein. What Gen. 
McCook's interest in recii>rocity was, I need not say ; but everything 
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else had to give way to that one idea, and Americans who did not favor 
it were " d d Kepublitian Yankees." 

My present position is far from enviable. I keep as clear of diplo- 
matic questions as i^ossible, and, of course, while the present state of 
affairs remains unchanged I keep my lips closed, and while hearing all 
sides give approval to none. I have been particularly careful not to 
commit myself Whenever the future policy of our Government ia 
relation to these islands is decided upon, if I am kept here in any 
position enabling me take part I can do so without undoing a single a«t. 

I Send you a newspaper, by this mail, giving account, as far as heard 
from, of the late earthquakes and volcanic eruptions on the island of 
Hawaii. All accounts agree that the present has been the most serious 
convulsion ever experienced. 

His Majesty, accompanied by his commissioner, and others, left yes- 
terday on the steamer Kilauea to visit the scene. I was invited to ac- 
company them, but on account of the absence of Gen. McCook, and 
having several vessels in port, was obliged to decline the invitation. 
It is reported that His Majjesty goes to Hawaii to make an offering to 
Pele (the goildess of volcanoes) to appease her wrath ! He is certainly 
superstitious enough to do so,' and the fact that his native sorceress 
bore him company would seem to confirm the story. The natives say 
that some high chief is about to die, and that that is the cause of the 
present volcanic convulsions. It is farther said that the King fears 
he is the condemned chief, and hence his visit to Hawaii to make his 
offering to the enraged goddess. 

The Lackawanna is still in port, Capt. Reynolds thinking the action 
of this Government, In refusing to allow his men to have liberty on 
shore at Hilo, sufftcient reason for not returning there. He knows his 
presence here is an eyesore to them, and as they and be are at swords 
points he proposes to remain in their sight as long as he can. I have 
been assured by one of His Mfy'esty's ministers that this Government 
has no fault to And with the United States or any man-of-war, but 
that they object to Capt. Reynolds personally. I give you this infor- 
mation for what it is worth. My own opinion is that both parties are 
in the wrong. 

The legislature opens on Saturday nest, notwithstanding the ab- 
sence of the King. The King^s father will deliver the opening speeth 
in native, and the chief justice, Judge Allen, will deliver the same in 
English. There may be some interesting matters before the legisla- 
ture during the session, but the main point will be to see how far the 
present ministry can control it. There will be an effort made to sepa- 
rate the two houses, which, if successful, will be one point for the op- 
position, 

I look for Gen. McCook on the Idaho, due May 4, and will write fully 
by her return. 

With much love, your affectionate son, 

Z. S. Spaulding. 



Notes of conversations, Saturday, September 14, 1869. 

Called on Mr. DeVarigny, the minister of foreign relations, about 
9:30 a. m., and after some conversation concerning the reciprocity 
treaty, Mr. DeV. asked me when I expected the LaclvatDanna to return. 
I replied that I had no definite idea as to the time. 

9. Ex. 77 10 
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Mr, DeV. I do not wish to see the Lackawanna back liere. I hope 
when she does return she will have orders to leave immediately. 

MoC. For what reason ? 

DeV. The commander of the Lackawanna, Capt. Reynolds, is person- 
ally obnoxious to this Government. 

McC. Why? 

DeV. Because when a resident of these islands his political senti- 
ments were displeasing to Ilis Majjesty and his ministry. 

McO. What were those political sentiments? 

DbV. I can not tell; they were very obnoxious. 

MoC. Do you wisJi to establish the principle that, before any Amer- 
ican man-of-war can touch these islands, you have the right to desig- 
nate who shall commaud lier, and what his political principles shall bet 

Mr. DeV. We have the same rights with regard to a man-of-war 
which we would havfe in i-elation to a diplomatic agent — ^the principle 
is precisely the same, and we have the right to rcflise to receive the 
one or penriit the other to remain in our ports; and if the Lackaivanna 
returns to stop here, we will order her peremptorily to leave; we will 
send her away for the reasons I have mentioned about Capt. Reynolds, 
and for other and more serious reasons — this is our right and we are 
determined to exercise it. 

McC. I decline discussing this matter any further at present. Tour 
mind appears to be made np, and you saw proper to refer the whole 
matter directly to the Secretary of State of the United States, with- 
out making your communication through the legation, and Mr. Seward 
will no doubt take such action as will be just and proper and I hope 
satisfactory to yon. I would suggest, however, at this time, if your 
Government really desires the ratification of the reciprocity trea^, it 
would probably be highly impolitic and imprudent to order away from 
your waters any man-of-war belonging to the United States, just at the 
time when my Government is endeavoring by the most substantial 
proof in their power to show their fi-iendship for the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment. 

About 10:30 a. m. I called on His Majesty and stated that I desired 
to talk with him uiiofflcially. I repeated the conversation between Mr. 
De Varigny and mysell' and suggested that, as I bttended going to 
Washington sometime during this fall or winter, it would pi-obably be 
better to take no action in the premises, even should the Lackawanna 
remain, until he heard from me. On my arrival in Washington I would 
lay the whole matter before the Secretary of State and call his atten- 
tion to the objections of the Hawaiian Government to the presence of 
the Lackatcanna here. His Majesty replied that this had better be un- 
derstooil before I left. I called his attention to the dispatch of the 
Secretary of State, No. 31, containing renewed assurances of the desire 
of the United States to maintain just and amicable relations with the 
King of the Hawaiian Islands, and also to all my past assurances that 
the Lackawanna was here on a friendly mission and for no unusual pur- 
pose. I thought that after all these assurances of friendship from all 
fhe representatives of my Government he ought to be satisfied as to 
their feelings. The past conduct of the United States toward the Gov- 
ernment of these islands should be the best assurance that his sover- 
eignty would always be respected in the future as it had been in the 
past. 

His Majesty spoke of newspaper articles in the press of the United 
States, advocating the annexation or acquisition of those islands. I 
said that the newspapers of a country did not always represent the 
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sentiments of the governriient. Editors iu the United States were in 
the habit of publishing pretty mucli what they pleased, without con- 
sulting the wishes of any person. The articles His Miijesty referred to 
had, uudoubtedly, originated here in Honolulu. They displayed a local 
knowledge of persons and things which no resident of the United 
States would possess. As for acquisition, the United States had never 
yet acquired a foot of teiTitory by conquest. The additions to her 
boundaries had all been made like that of Bussian America, by pur- 
chase, and, although I did not speak by authority, yet I had no doubt 
but that my Government would pay a liberal compeusatiou for the ces- 
sion of any of these islands or all of them. The giowing trade of the 
UDited States ou the Pacific made it ahnost necessary that we should 
ha\e some good naval depot between the Pacific coast and Chiua. 

His Majesty answered that he did not believe that his people would 
ever permit liiiu to cede any of the four larger islands of the group. I 
said that money was a great power, jtarticuhuly with a needy popula- 
tion, and with a very small portion o^the amount be might receive for 
such a cession he would probably be able to direct the sentiments of 
his people in any channel he desired. He replied that Honolulu and 
Hilo were the only two good ports on the islands; that Hilo might be 
made an ext-ellent harhor by spending some money for a breakwater, 
but it was on one of the largest islands, and he did not see, on the 
whole, how lie could sell part of au island or the best port in it ; he also 
said that it would not be their policy to part with any of the larger 
islands. It might not be objectionable to part with one of the smaller 
ones, but one of them could be of no value to the United States, because 
they had no harbors at all. 

I thanked His Majesty for the interview, and requested that he 
would not mention the subject of our conversation to his ministry or 
any person else, as it would only produce uimeceasary and undesirable 
comment. He replied that it would, not be mentioned by him to any 
person. 

From the manner of the King duiiiig the whole interview, I was led 
to believe tliat the subject of our conversati<m was not an unfamiliar 
one. 



So. 189.] Leg-ai'ion of tiie United States of America, 

Honolulu, Febfuarp 7, 1873. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, 

Waskington, 1). C. : 

She : The new Government here seems well established and in work- 
ing order, appointments to fill its offices having given general satis- 
faction to our resident countrymen. 

The English and Gorman portion of the community, however, com- 
plain that their respective nationalities have not been duly considered 
in the composition of this "cosmopolitan government." 

A strong movement is afoot to induce King Lunalilo to visit Wash- 
ington and endeavor to form a reciprocity treaty with the United States, 
failing to obtain which it is hoped the occasion will be availed of for 
entering into negotiations for the annexation of these islands to the 
United States. 

I respectfully suggest that proper instructions and arrangements be 
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made by TJnited States Goverument tor the conveyance of and treat- 
ment of His Majesty as the guest of the nation. 

It ia proper that 1 iiifonn you of a remark made to me within a few 
days past by Capt. Cator, of H. B. M, S. Scout, to the effect that, in 
■view of recent eveutshere, his opinion was that England, France, and 
the TTnited 8tatea should take possession of these islands under joint 
occupancy. I replied that I thought the United States Government 
would not consent to be a party to any such project. 
1 am, sir, etc., 

Henry A. Petrce. 

P. S. — I inclose three copies of the Hawaiian custom-house statis- 
tics for the year 1872. 



No. 190.J Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, February 10, 1873. 
Hon, Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. : 

Sir: The subject now uppermost in the thoughts of Hawaiian ofB- 
clals, planters, and merciiants relates to the measures needed to be 
taken to stop the decline of the Kingdom in its population, revenue, 
agricultural productions, and commerce. The panacea for the cure of 
these evils, in their opinion, is to be had by effecting a reciprocity 
treaty with the United States. This notwitlistanding repeated fail- 
ures heretofore in similar attempts to obtain one. Success therein is 
now hoped for by ott'eriiig to the United States a quid pro quo, the 
cession of the sovereignty and proprietorsldp of the spacious, laud- 
locked, easily defended harbor or estuary known as Ewa or Pearl Eiver, 
in this island, 10 miles distant from Honolulu, and also to include the 
teri'itory surrounding it, say 10 miles square in all. 
^There is a bar at the entrance of the harbor having on it 12 feet of 
water at low tide, but the depth can be increased to any reasonable ex- 
tent without great expense. 

The harbor is sufficieutly spacious for several hundred ships to ride 
in safety. Inclosed herewith is extract, from the P. Commercial Ad- 
vertiser, newspaper, of date 8th inst., entitled " Becipi-ocity," that de- 
velops the views of 1;hose urging this project. 

My opiniou in regard to probable success of the measure named 
having been solicited by several persons high in authority, but in an 
unofficial manner, I havesaidinreply that in my judgment the United 
States Government would object to acquiring sovereignty over a part 
only of this island. That the consideration offered by the Hawaiian 
Government for a reciprocity treaty with the United States is cer- 
tainly a very generous one, inasmuch as my Government now derives 
In imports from these islands, in customs revenue, only about $370,000 
per annum. Nevertheless, as the proposed measure or treaty would 
allow the Hawaiian Government to continue to maintain its sovereignty 
over the other portion of the island of Oahu not occupied by the 
United States, therefore the latter would not, probably, seriously en- 
tertain the proposition in the shape presented. Since this conversa- 
tion occurred I have consulted on the subject-matter with Rear- Ad- 
miral Penuack, who is of the opinion that the United States Govern- 
ment should accept the proposition of the harbor of Pearl fiiver, even 
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under the terms and conditioDS as foreshadowed by the Hawaiian Got- 
ermnent oflBcials, 

I am expecting to receive ere long Bome definite proposals in regard 
to the Hubject-matter. 

The native newspaper, " Kuokoa," opposes the suggestion mooted 
here in regard to King Lunaleho visiting Washington for the purpose 
of effecting a treaty, and some of the cabinet also oppose it, on ac- 
count of the King's want ot self-restraint in the use of intoxicating 
liquors. 

I am, etc., 

Henet a. Peircb. 

P. S. — Mail steamer Nevada, left on the 27th ultimo for San Francisco, 
returned on the 6th instant to recoal — sailed on 7th Instant; vessel 
leaked badly, with machinery and boilers in bad condition. Delay in 
receipt by you of my dispatches (No. 179 to 18!>) by that vessel is to be 
regretted. 

Yours, etc., 

Henry A. Pbirce. 



No. 191.] Legation of the United States of Ameeioa, 

Honolulu, February 17, 1873, 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. G. : 

Sir: Annexation of these islands to the United States and a reci- 
procity treaty between the two countries are the two important topics 
of conversation and warm discussion among Government offlcials and 
foreign residents. 

A large majjority of the latter favor the first-named project, while 
the former advocate reciprocity. All are convinced, however, that 
some measure should be taken by the Hawaiian Government to eflfec- 
tuaUy stay the decline in the prosperity of the country, evidenced in 
decreasing exports, revenue, population, whale fishery, and an in- 
creasing public debt. 

Annexation of the islands to the United States will never, in my 
opinion, be adopted or presented as a Government measure, however 
much the people as a whole may desire it. The glitter of the crown, 
love of power, and emoluments of office have too many attractions to 
prevent it. Should the great interests of the country, however, demand 
that "annexation" shall be attempted, the planters, merchants, and 
foreigners generally will induce the people to overthrow the Govern- 
ment, establish a republic, and then ask the United States for admit- 
tance into its Union. My opinion has recently been fi-equently asked 
in regard to probable success of the two measures proposed. I have 
said that if annexation or a reciprocity treaty is proposed on the part 
of Hawaii to the United States, that the subject will, in either case, be 
profoundly considered and decided upon. But in view of former non- 
success in attempts to secure reciprocity with the United States, and 
the complications that might inure to both nations if cession of the 
harbor of Pearl River were to be accepted by the United States as pro- 
posed in the present instance, I thought the proffer of the cession pure 
and simple of the whole archipelago would have the better chance 
for success as compared with reciprocity under the conditions now 
suggested. 
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Those favoring the former measure think it can be carried if the 
King's consent thereto is first obtained (and endeavors will be made 
to that endj, provided the United States will, for and in (consideration 
of said e«ssioQ, i>eiisioii off His Majesty and all the chiefs of royal hlood 
with the aggregate sum per annum of $125,000, and pay off the Ha- 
waiian nation^ debt, now amounting to about $250,000, and bestow 
upon the cause aod for the benefit of education, public schools, and the 
nation's hospitals (three of latter in number) the proprietorship and 
reveniies of the crown and public lands. The value of said lands is at 
present estimated at about $1,000,000. It includes, however, the pub- 
lic buildings, waterworks, wharf property, fish ponds, etc. The in- 
come of the crown lands, now inuring to the sovereign, amounts to 
about $23,000 per an num . The public, or Government, waterworks, give 
about $15,000 per annum, wharf property about the same, notwith- 
standing the free use of them granted to steamship lines. 

Many persons are lukewarm on the subject of annexation to the 
United States solely for the reason that they fear repulse by the United 
Stntes Government. I think the latter should declare its policy and 
objects in regard to this impoitant subject. This nation is bewildered 
and suffering to some degree, not knowing how to sha]>e its own policy 
in connection with its liopes and expectations in regard to the United 
States. 

I inclose herewith an extract from the Commercial Adveitiser of 
the 15th in St., headed "Annexation," considered here as intended to 
be a feeler on tlie subject. 
With great, etc., 

Henry A. Peirce. 

P. a. — Your dispatches Nos. 78 and 79 are received. Should the 
King Lunalilo conclude to visit Washijigton, liis departure will not 
take place before October next. 



San Prancisco, Cal., May 8, 1873. 
Hon. Wm. W. Belknap, 

Secretary of War, Washington, T>. C: 
Sir: In compliance with your confidential instructions of the 24th 
June, 1872, we have the honor to state that we have visited the Sand- 
wich Islands and ascertained the defensive capabilities of their differ- 
ent ports, examined into their commercial facilities, and collected all 
the information in our power on other subjects in reference to which we 
ought to be informed in the event of a war with a powerful maritime 
nation, and we have now the honor to submit the following 

REPORT: 

We left this city on the ;50tb of December, 1872, on board the U. S. 
S. California, the flagship of Rear-Adnutal Peunock, U. S. Navy, and 
arrived at Honolulu Januaiy 15, 1873. Admiral Peunock had received 
instructions from our Government to proceed to the Sandwich Islands 
in his flagship and bring to the United States the late King Kameha- 
meha YI. ' 

A few days before sailing, however, the news of the death of the 
king was received in San Francisco. 
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When we arrived at Honolulu we found a new King, Lunalilo, had 
been elected by an almost uuauiinous vote of tbe people. He had been 
inaugurated, and his Goverumeut was established in an ordeily man- 
ner. At an audience with the King and his ministers, Admiral Pen- 
nock made known his instructions from the Secretary of the Navy, to 
offer a passage to the late King to the United States. 

We were present at this interview and the announcement of the gen- 
erous intentions of the Government of the United States toward the 
late King appeared to establish, at once, the best relations between 
the new King and Admiral Peunoek, as also between the members of 
his Government and ourselves. 

This was fortunate, as it gave us all desirable facilities for aecom- 
plishing the objects of our visit; enabled us to converse franklj- with 
the King and his ministers upon the subject and to ascertain their feel- 
ings- and wishes concerning it, as well ua their general policy toward 
the United States. We ascertained from the officers of the U. S. Navy, 
from maps, and from seafaring men that Honolulu is the only good 
commercial harbor in the whole group of the Sandwich Islands. 

There are many other so-called harbors, or places for anchorage, bat 
they are mostly open roadsteads affording shelter only ftom certain 
winds, and they are all entirely incapable of being defended by shore 
batteries. Even the harbor of Honolulu itself can not be defended 
Irom the shore. It is a small harbor lying seaward from the land and 
only protected from the sea by outlying coral reefw. 

An enemy conld take up his position outside of the entrance to the 
harbor and command the entire anchorage, as well as the town of Hon- 
olulu itself. This harbor would therefore be of no use to us as a har- 
bor of refuge in a war with a powerful maritime nation. 

With one exception there is no harbor on the islands that can be 
made to satisfy all the conditions necessary for a harbor of refuge in 
time of war. This is tbe harbor of Ewa or Pearl Eiver situated on the 
Island of Oahu, about 7 miles west of Honolulu. 

Pearl Biver is a flne sheet of deep water extending inland about 6 
miles ftom its mouth, where it could be completely defended by shore 
batteries. The depth of water after passing the bar is ample for any 
vessel. 

Pearl Eiver is not a tme river; it partakes more of the character of 
an estuary. It is divided into three portions called " locks " — the east 
lock, the middle lock, and the west lock, the three together affording 
some 30 miles of water front, with deep water in the channels. Of these 
locks the east lock is the best, having the most room, the deepest water, 
and presenting the greatest fa<!ilities lor shore improvements. In the 
middle of this lock there is an island called "Rabbit Island," having 
deep water close to its shores and flne anchorage all around it. This 
island is a level coral island, rising only a few tfeet above high-water 
level. It is destitute of fresh water, but there is a great abundance of 
good water on the adjacent shores, which could be carrietl to the island 
at small expense. 

From our examinations we are of the opinion that this islandand the 
adjacent shore to the north and west of it afford the most advantageous 
location for a naval depot of supplies and equipment in all these waters. 
But there is not sufficient water at present for heavy vessels to enter 
this Pearl Biver harbor. At the entrance to the harbor is a coral reef 
some 250 to 300 yards in width, with a depth of water of only 2 to 3 
fathoms on the reef at low water. This reef appears to extend around 
the island, being broken only at the entrance to Honolulu Harbor, and 
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in fact we are informed that a platform of coral reefs fringe most of the 
shores of all the islands of the Hawaiian group, broken only in few places. 
This coral found at the entrance to Pearl River is "dead;" that is, it is 
not growing, and the reef is therefore not increasing in size. This ridge 
" • of coral forms a barrier or bar across the entrance to this harbor about 

300 yards wide, measuring perpendicularly to the shore. It is compar- 
atively level on the top, iVom 2 to 3 fathoms of water over it at low tide. 
Its sides are vertical, or nearly so, the depth of water increasing in a 
few feet to 4 or 5 fathoms. The outer, or sea side, then is found to be 
steeper than the inner, or shore side. At the distance of half a mile out- 
side of the reef there is a dejith of 15 &thoms, while at the same distance 
inside the reef the depth is only 8 fathoms. 

If this coral banier were removed Pearl Kiver Harbor would seem 
to have all or nearly all the necessary properties to enable it to be con- 
verted iuto a good harbor of refuge. It could be completely defended 
by inexpensive batteries on either or both .shores, firing across a nar- 
row channel of entrance. Its waters are deep enough for the largest 
vessels of war, aud its " locks," particularly around Babbit Island, are 
spacious enough for a large number of vessels to ride at anchor in per- 
fect secarity against nil storms. Its shores are suitable for building 
proper establishments for slieltering the necessary supplies for a naval 
'.- establishuient, such as maga^tines of ammunition, piovisious, coral, 

spars, rigging, etc., while the island uf Oahn, upon wliicli it is situated, 
could furnish fre^ provisions, meats, fruits, and vegetables in large 
quantities. 

Such being the properties of this harbor, and it being the only one 
on these islands jwssessing all the re«tuisit«8, except depth of water on 
the bar, the question arises, can the coral reef at its entrance be re- 
movedf If so, at what cost? And again, if it be removed would the 
I channel till up, or would it remain open under the influence of natural 

causes ^ 

A correct answer to these questions in detail can not be given with- 
out a survey of the entrance to this harbor. Under the supposition 
' that full information on tliis sultject would become necessary, in ease 

, negotiations were entered upon looking to the cession of Pearl Kiver 

Harborto the United States, we informally requested Admiral Peunocfc 
to LQclude a detailed survey of the entrance to this harbor in his exam- 
inations and surveys of the harbors of these islands. The Admiral 
promised to have smrh surveys made; when it is received, a detailed 
;"' estimate of the cost of removing the coral barrier can be made. We 

will state however that Lieut. Ool. Alexander crossed this bar several 
'. times while we were at Honolulu. He did not undertake a survey, but 

he took soundings on and around the reef, and examined its character 
- and outline. He found the reef composed mostly of coral in situ, cov- 

ered over in small patches tor a tew inches in depth with coral sand, 
;. being fragments of CQral and coral rock thrown upon the reef and 

i' ground to pieces under the action of the waves and tidal currents. It 

''; is his opinion that an entrance could easily be cut through this coral 

reef by .surface blasting and that the fine debris would be washed aea- 
i- ward under the influence of the currents, while the larger masses could 

■ be removed by dredging or by divers, the islands furnishing many 

■i..' men skilled in such business. 

4^\ He further gives it as his opinion, founded on the examinations he 

^ was able to make, that the amount of coral to be removed to open a 

£ _. channel 200 yards in width, with a depth of 26 feet of water at low tide, 

f'-- would be about 250,000 cubic yards, and that it could be removed for 
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11 per cubic yard, or for a sum of about $250,000. It should be ob- 
served, however, that this ia only an approximate estimate of the cost 
of this work. Detailed estimates could only be made after accurate 
surveys and thorough investigation made for this special purpose. 

As the entrance to Honolulu harbor shows no tendency to fill up, 
and as the entrance to Pearl Eiver, if opened, will be almost exactly 
like that of Honolulu, we see no reason at present to fear a filling np 
on the bar after a passage through the coral reef at its mouth shall 
have been secured. Upon this point, however, it will be safe to with- 
hold opinions until the character of the bottom just outside the coral 
reef is. accurately ascertained. 

If the survey and examination should show a large quantity of coral 
sand there, and if the resulting currents of the ebb tide do not remove 
it, it is possible that some of this sand might accumulate in the chan- 
nel of entrance during storms from seaward. 

In case it should become the policy of the Government of the United 
States to obtain the possession of this harbor for naval purposes, juris- 
diction over all the waters of Pearl Kiver with the adjacent shores to 
the distance of 4 miles from any anchorage should be ceded to the 
United States by the Hawaiian Government. 

This would be necessary in order to enable the Government to de- 
fend its depots and anchorages in time of war by works located on its 
own territory, Such a cession of jurisdiction would embrace a par- 
allelogram of about 10 by 12 miles. 

It would not be necessary, however, for the Government of the 
United States to own all this land. Ou the contrary, Eabbit Island 
and a few thousand acres of the shore to the northward and westward 
of it, the limits of which could be determined after careful survey, with 
sufleient land on either side of the entrance of the harbor for fortifica- 
tion purposes, equal in area to about 1 square mile on either side, 
would be all the laud which it would be necessary for the Government 
to own. Allthe rest of the land which might be embraced in any 
cession of jurisdiction could remain in the hands of the present owners. 

We remark that the Hawaiian Government is now having a survey 
made of Pearl Kiver and the vicinity. This survey will show the 
nature of the country and the ownership of all abutting lands. When 
it is completed it will enable us to define distinctly the boundaries of 
the district over which jurisdiction should be ceded, in ease our Gov- 
ernment wishes to acquire possession of that harbor. We can then 
also designate what land the Government would require for naval pur- 
poses and for fortifications at the entrance of the harbor. 

From what we could learn of the feelings of the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment on this subject, we believe It would be possible for the United 
States to obta,in such a cession of jurisdiction and of land as we have 
indicated should it become the policy of the Government to establish a 
naval depot in these islands. 

The cession of Pearl River and of so much of the surrounding dis- 
trict as might be necessary for its defense,, and the title to all the posi- 
tions which would be occupied by tiie Government either for naval or 
military purposes, would probably be freely given by the Government 
of these islands as a quidpro quo for a reciprocity treaty. 

We remark in this connection that sugar is the principal product of 
these islands, and that it is mostly exported to the Pacific coast of the 
United States. 

The great object of the Hawaiian Government in seeking a reciprocity 
treaty with the United States has been, and will probably continue to 
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be, to relieve its sugar-plauters from the operation of our tariflF on tliat 
article. 

The cession of Pearl Kiver etmld probably be obtained by the United 
States in consideration of the repeal of the duty on Sandwich Island 
sugar. Indeed, the sugar-planter sare so anxious for a reciprocity 
treaty, or so anxious rather for free trade in sugar with the United 
States, that many of them openly proclaim themselves in favor of 
annexation of these islands to the United States. 

The members of the present Government of the Hawaiian Islands 
seem fully alive to the necessity of relieving their principal industry 
from the heavy burden under which it now sulfers, and no other mode 
of relief seems possible but annexation or reciprocity. 

Neither the Government nor the native people of the islands are, it 
is believed, prepared to consider the question of annexation at the pres- 
ent time, even if the United States desired to propose it, but the cession 
of Pearl Eiver harbor as an equivalent for free trade is freely discussed 
and favorably considered by the Goverument and people. 

It is to be observed .that if the United States are ever to have a har- 
bor of refuge and naval station in the Hawaiian Islands in the event of 
war, the harbor must be prepared in advance by the removal of the 
Pearl' Eiver bar. 

When war has begun it will be too late to make this harbor available, 
and there is no other suitable harbor on these islands. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. M. SCHOFIBLD, 

Major- General JJ. S.Army. 
B. 8. Albxamdeb, 

Liettte7iant-Coloncl Engineers, Brevet Brigadier- General U. 8. Army. 



No. 2il.] Legation of the United States of America. 

Hfinoluhi, Fehrnary 11, 1874. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C: 

Sir : A telegram addressed to you by this legation, under date of Feb- 
ruary 7th instant, informed you of the decease of King Lunalilo on the 
3d instant, and that in consequence of his not having nominated a 
successor for the throne, the legislative assembly was called to convene 
on the 12tli instant for the purpose of choosing a new sovereign. In- 
closed herewith is a portion of the Hawaiian Gazette of this date, which 
gives the offlcial correspondence between this Government and the rep- 
resentatives of foreign countiies in regard to Lunalilo's death. It also 
contains an obituary notice, entitled "Our Late King," and some other 
interesting matter pertaining to the same general subject. I also for- 
ward herewith some specimens of the political placards and broadsides 
with which thetown has been inundated during the past few days ; and 
which have tended to excite the popular mind to fever heat in regard 
to the succession to the throne. 

Thinking it to be a prudent measure to be prepared against any vio- 
lation of the public. peace that may take place to-morrow — on the 
■occasion of the election of a new sovereign — I have verbally requested 
Commander Belknap, commanding the U. S. S. Tuscarora and senior 
naval officer present, the U. S. S. Portsmouth, Commander Skerritt, 
being also in this port, to be prepared to laud an armed force, in case it 
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■were required for the preservation of tlie peace and protection of life and 
property. I also addressed to him a note suggested by the Hawaiian 
minister of foreign affairs, recommending that the crews of the two 
* vessels should be kept on board on the day of the national election, 
and for the reasons therein named. Copy of said note, together with 
Commander Belknap's reply, is herewith inclosed, marked No. 3. 

Mr. Wodehouse, British commander, just now called at the legation, 
and proposed that in case it became necessary to land an armed force 
from the vessels of war in port, that tliose belonging to H. B. M. ship 
Tendos and the United States vessels shoiUd be required to act in con- 
cert and unitedly for the preservation of good order and protection of 
life and property while occupying the to\ni of Honolulu. 

In reply I informed Mr, Wo<.lehouse that in the contingency named 
the American forces, if landed, would act by request of the Hawaiian 
uthorities, and for the sole purposes he named; that I felt unwilling 
to trammel myself with pledges and understanduigs, as events might 
IMJSsibly arise requiring of me iodependent actiou and no time given 
me to consult with him. Therefore I felt compelled to decline his pro- 
position. 

To all this Mr. Wodehouse said, *'vory well." 
I am, etc., 

Henry A. Piehce. 



No. 243.J Legation of the United States of Amekica, 

Honolulu, Febriiary 17, 1874. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washiiiijton, I). G. : 

Sir : I have now the honor to make report of what has transpired here 
on and since the I2th instant. On that day the legislative as- 
sembly elected the high chief, Hon. David Kalakaua, King of these 
islands; 39 votes were cast for him and « for Queen Emma, relict of 
KamehameUa IV. On the 13th instant he was installed as sovereign, 
under the name of "Kalakaua" (the word signifying "the dayof bat- 
tle") in presence of ivll the oEBcers of Government, the members of the 
diplomatic and consuhir corps, naval officers, and many other spec- 
tators. 

On the announcement by the president of the assembly from the bal- 
cony of the court-house at 3 p. m. of 12th instant that Kalakaua was 
elected King, the populace received it with jeers and contempt. 

The members of a committee that had been appointed by the as- 
sembly to wait upon Kalakaua .md inform him of his election, as soon 
as they emerged from the building, were set upon and beaten by a mob. 
The majority of the committee were compelled to return to it, lu a 
wounded and sad condition. The rioters thereupon assaulted the court- 
house, broke its wiitdows and sashes, forced in the rear doors, and 
effected an entrance to the rooms. The offices of the attorney-general, 
of Judge Hartwell and others, were sacked and gutted, and all their 
books and valuable papers thrown into the street and destroyed. They 
visited the room of the assembly, broke and destroyed the furniture, 
and assaulted such of the obnoxious members as they found within the 
building, viz, 10 or 12 persons in all. Some of these, severely in- .^ 

jiu'ed and senseless, were carried off by friends, the others escaped. ; 

The crowd outside continued to increase, and became more threatening ' -^ 
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and menacing. Cries were heard to " fire the town." About 40 police- 
men, selected for the purpose, were on duty during the day; but when 
required to make arrests of rioters, took off their badges of ofBce and 
disappeared among the crowd. The volunteer companies of the militia , 
were not called out to assist in maintaining order, for the reason as I 
was told, that tiiey could not be depended npon, being divided in politi- 
cal opinions. 

- It was at this condition or asi)eet of affairs that I received requests 
firom the King elect and Minister Bishop and Governor Doniinis to 
cause an armed force to be landed trom tlie United States ve&sels of 
war Tuscarora-Aiid Portsmouth, then in port. ToOommander Belknap, 
of the Tuaearora, as being the senior United States naval officer pres- 
ent and eyewitness with myself of all the events of the day, I imme- 
diately made the request, in conformity with the solicitations of the 
authorities above named. Within the space of ten minutes' time 150 
men and officers, under the respective commands of Commander Bel- 
knap and Commander Skerrett, were landed from their vessels, and 
arrived at the court-house and took possession of the building and 
sqaare of ground surrounding the same. The greater part of the mob 
instantly dispersed. Some few of the ringleaders who remained were 
arrested on the spot by deputy sheriff's, assisted by our officers and 
men. 

The armed force of 70 men that were landed from the British cor- 
vette Tenedos did not reaeh the court-honse grounds until sometime 
after our forces had taken possession of the place. I am confident in 
belief that no request was originally made by the native authorities for 
the assistance of the English armed force. The executive officer and 
captain of marines of the Tenedos, in the absence of Capt. Bay, took 
the responsibility of landing them without orders; and they received 
the censure of Capt. Bay for same. 

The matter has, however, been accepted and sanctioned by the Ha- 
waiian authorities, and a letter, antedated, senttothe British contmis- 
Bioner making a request for assistance. 

The United States forces have, since the 12th instant p. m., guarded 
the court-house, armory, treasury, prison, and station-house. The 
British force, after dispersing the crowd of natives that were assem- 
bled on the grounds of Queen Emma, and on making there a few ar- 
rests of ringleaders, then marched to occupy the barracks and to guard 
the palace and its grounds. There they have remained since the 12th 
instant. 

On the night of the IStli instant some two or three shots were dis- 
charged upon the American guard at the court-house and returned by 
the latter. No one received damage therefrom. The town has been in 
a condition of peace and good order ever since then. Fifty -three rioters 
arein prison awaiting trial. Inclosed herewith are the following papers. 

Extracts from the I. Commercial Advertiser of February 14, 1874, 
giving accounts of the doings of the assembly on the 12th instant, the 
particulars of the riot, with other interesting articles contained therein. 

Copy of resolutions unanimously passed by the assembly on the 14th 
instant, tendering their thanks to the representatives of foreign pow- 
. ers and to the officers and crews of the war vessels in port for gener- 
ous assistance given in preserving the peace and oider of the King- 
dom on the J 2th day of February, 1874. 

Printed copy of resolutions adopted by the foreign consular' corps 
appointing the consuls for the German Empire and for France a com- 
mittee to call upon the representatives of the United States and Great 
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Britain, aud to convey to tliem the sincere thauks of the foreign con- 
suls for the promptness and impartiality with which the ships of war 
in port assisted the local iiutborities in putting an end to the disturb- 
ance on the 12th instant, and praising the conduct of officers and men. 
Copy of a circular of date February 13, 1874, addressed to the lega- 
tion from the Hawaiian department for foreign affairs, informing of 
the election of David Kalakana, King of the Hawaiian Islands. Same 
to the same, of date Febraary 14, 1874, informing that His Majesty the 
King had appointed, by the consent of the nobles, under the twenty- 
second article of the constitution, his brother, his royal highness Prince 
William Litt Leleiohokn, to be his successor to the throne after His 



Photographic likeness of King Kalakaua, and a biographical notice 
of him. Born November 16, 1836; educated at royal school then in 
charge of American missionaries; married December 19, 1863. Has 
wife and several children living, neither of whom are in the line of the 
succession to the throne. 

Copies addressed by the legation to Commander Belknap, senior 
officer present, commanding the U. S. S. Tuscarora off Honolulu. One 
dated February 10, 1874, recommending the retention on board on the 
12th instant (the day of election for King) the erewa of the Tuscarora and 
Portsmouth, Another dated February 16, 1874, conveying my grateful 
acknowledgments and thanks to him and Commander Skerrett for 
valuable, discreet, and efficient services performed by the United States 
forces on the occasion of the riot in this town on the 12th instant, and 
for their subsequent services. In this connection, I beg leave further 
to say that the legation and all American citizens here are under deep 
obligations to Commanders Belknap and Skerrett, their officers and en- 
listed men and marines, composing the forces that were landed on the 
12tb instant, for suppressing the not of that day and for services ren- 
dered since in guarding the public buildings and preserving order. 

The disposition and handling of the force were admirable, and I ob- 
serve that officers and men were disposed to use no more violence while 
suppressing the disturbance than was absolutely necessary to effect 
the object, and their conduct is deserving of commendation for that as 
well as in other respects. 

At midnight of the 12th instant I received a note signed by King 
Kalakaua, requesting my presence at the palace at 7 o'clock the ensa- 
ing morning. On arrivalthereIfoundpre8entHisMaje8ty,Mr,Bishop, 
miuister of foreign affairs, Mr. Wodehonse, British commissioner, and 
Mr. Ballieu, French commissioner. 

Mr, Bishop stated that the object of the meeting was to ascertain 
whether the representatives of Uie United States, Great Britain, and 
France then present, respectively, recognized Kalakaua as sovereign 
of the Hawaiian Kingdom, Each of said representatives replied in the* 



Mr. Bishop then informed us that the King would be sworn into office 
and inaugurated on that day- at 11 o'clock a. m., and he desired our 
presence on the occasion. The ceremony being hastened as to time, on 
account of the critical condition of affairs, the installation took place 
OB arranged. . , 

At the request of Mr, Bishop, Mr. Wodehouse, and Mr. Ballieu, I 
called the same morning on Queen Emma, and by authority of my col- 
leagues and in my own capacity as minister resident of the United 
States, as well as her friend, said to her that each member of the diplo- 
matic corps had acknowledged Da\id Kalakaua as the King of the 
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Hawaiian Islands and sliould hereafter recoguize bini as such, and we 
advised her to do the same, for the interests of lierself and people and 
for the preservation of the peace of the Kingdom; that any further op- 
position to the declared ■will of the assembly, in regard to the succession 
to the throne, might result in serious diflSculty to her and her supporters ; 
that we recommended her to accept the fact of the legality of Kala- 
kaua's election as King, and to urge her people to likewise do the same, 
and not to commit any more acts of violence or disorder. Queen Emma 
listened to my remarks and advice with gi'eat attention and respect. 

The same day, iu the afternoon, she publicly addressed her people 
and gave them the counsel I had indicated, and also sent a message to 
the King that she acknowledged him as sovereign of the realm and 
that her people would do the samfe. The following niomiug the King 
called in person on her, was favorably received, and amicable relations 
now exist between them and the peace of the kingdom seems restored. 

There is a lamentable want. of physical strength in the Government 
to protect itself and foreign residents. The late riot was a natural out- 
growth of the mutiny at tlie barracks last August and the impunity 
with which the offenders were let off. The weakness of the Govern- 
ment will probably increase, as the military and police force can not be 
relied on to support the law or to anest its violation. 

Were it not for the seiious condition of things emanating from the 
above-named facts one would be amusingly reminded by the Hawaiian 
court and Government, their parade paraphernidia, etiquette, and di- 
minutiveness of the nation and absence of strength, of the court and 
government of Offenbach's Grand Duchess of Geralstine. 

Hereafter a United States vessel of war should always be stationed 
at these islands under a system of relief^. A time may arrive when 
the United States Government will find it necessary for the interests 
of our nation and its resident citizens here to take possession of this 
country by military occupation. 
I am, sir, etc., 

Henry A. Tieecb. 



No, 245.] Legation op the United States of America, 

Honohdu, Febmary 30, 1874. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State: 
SiB: Herewith inclosed is copy of the coiTespondence relating to 
the withdrawEiJ of the United States-armed ibrce from this city. The 
event took placw this morning at ii o'clock, after a stay on shore of 
"nearly eight days. The conduct of tlie officers and men during the 
whole period has been of a character entirely unexceptionable and de- 
serving of commendation. 

The British force landedfrom the Teneiios, about 70 men and otKcerfi, 
return on board this forenoon. 

Since order was restored the King has daily invited two or three of 
the officers in charge of our force to tline witli liim; and all, botli olH- 
cers and men, expiess satisfaction with their treatment while on shore. 
Very respectfully, 

Henry A. Pierce. 
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Mr. Green to Mr. Pierce. 

Department op Foreign Affairs, 

Honolulu, February SI, 1874. 
SiB: I am commanded by Hia Majesty the King to thank you iu his 
name and in that of His Majesty's Government, and through you 
Commauder Belknap and Commander Skerrett, of the U. S. S. Tusca- 
rora aud Portsmouth, for the promi>t and efficient aid rendered to the 
local authorities iu suppressing the riot in this city on the 12th instant. 
The events of that day, unfortunate as they may have been, served 
to exhibit the feelings of frieudship which exist between the two coun- 
tries and the certainty with which this Government may rely in cases 
of emergency upon the cordial and disiotcrested cooperation of the 
representatives and ships of the United States, as well as those of Her 
Britannic Majesty. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect and high consideration, 
your excellency's, etc., 

W. L, Green. 
His Excellency Henry A. Pierce, 

Minister Resident of the United States. 



Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish. 



[Exti 



Xo. 291,] Legation of the United States, 

Monoluhi, October 13, 1874. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C: 
Sir: 

The English and French commissioners here inform nie that they 
are opposed to the act of King Kalakaua's departure out of Ins King- 
dom, on account of its present political condition. I am, however, of 
the belief that they are not actuated therein by a real regard for the 
welfare of this nation, but by a desire to throw obstacles in the way of 
andpreventif possible closer relations taking place between Hawaii 
and the United States. 

It is not thought probable that the King will extend his tour from the 
United States to England and France. It is rejwrted that his tinanees 
are in a low condition. 

Inclosed herewith are two articles, extracted from the Friend news- 
paper, on the subject of reciprocity with the United States and advo- 
cating the same. 

In view of the best interests of the United States in their relations 
with these islands, I take the liberty to express the hope that a liberal 
commercial treaty may soon be inaugurated by the two countries, 
feeling confident that such act would result to the equal benefit of both 
nations in a pecuniary sense, and moreover be the means of binding 
this archipelago to the United States by the chains of eelf■inte^est^ 
never to be severed, 

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

Henry A, Pierce. 
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HAWAIIAN ISLANDS— COMMERCIAL RECIPROCITY. 

Convention between the United States of America and His Majesty the 
King of the Hawaiian Islands. 

COMMERCIAL EBCIPROCITT. 

Concluded January 30, 1875. 

Eatifleation advised by Senate Mareli 18, 1875. 

Eatifled by President May 31, 1875. 

Eatifled by King April 17, 1875. 

Eatiflcations exchanged at Washington June 3, 1875. 

Proclaimed June 3, 1875. 

By the Prbsldbnt of the United States of America. 

A PEOOLAMATION. 

"Whereas a convention between the United States of America and 
His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, on tlie subject of com- 
mercial reciprocity, was concluded and signed by their respective 
plenipotentiaries, at the city of Washington, on the thirtieth day of 
Janaary, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, which con- 
vention, as amended by the contractiug parties, is word for word as 



The United States of America and His Majesty the King of the Ha- 
waiian Islands, equally animated by the desire to strengthen and per- 
petuate the friendly relations which have heretofore uniformly existed 
between them, and to consolidate their commercial intercourse, have 
resolved to enter into a convention for commercial reciprocity. For 
this purpose the President of the United States has conferred full pow- 
ers on Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State; and His Majesty the King of 
the Hawaiian Islands has conferred like powers on Honorable Flisha 
H. Allen, chief justice of the supreme courtjchancellor of the King- 
dom, member of the privy council of state. His Majesty's envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the United States of 
America, and Honorable Henry A. P. Oarter, member of the privy 
council of state, His Majesty's special commissioner to the United 
States of America. 

And the said plenipotentiaries, after having exchanged their fiill 
powers, which were found to be in due form, have agreed to the follow- 
ing articles : 

Article I. 

For and in consideration of the rights and privileges granted by His 
Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands in the next succeeding ar- 
ticle of this convention, and as an equivalent therefor, the United 
States of America hereby agree to admit all the articles named in the 
following schedule, the same being the growth and manufacture or 
produce of the Hawaiian Islands, into all the ports of the United 
States free of duty. 

schedule. 

Arrowroot; castor oil; bananas, nuts, vegetables, dried and undried, 
preserved and unpreserved; hides and skins undressed; rice; pulu; 
seeds, plants, shrubs or trees; muscovado, brown, and all other unre- 
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fined sugar, ineaiiiiijf Lereby the grades of sugar heretofore commonly 
imported from the Hawaiinn Islands and now known in the markets of 
San Francisco and Portland as "Sandwich Island sugar;" sj-raps of 
sugar-cane, melado, and molasses; tallow. 

Article II. 

For and in consideration of the rights and privileges granted by the 
United States of America in the preceding article of this convention, 
and aa im equivalent therefor, His M^esty the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands hereby agrees to admit all the articles named in the following 
schedule, the same being the gi-owth. manufacture, or produce of the 
ITiiited States of Aiiienca, into all the ports of the Hawaiian Islands 
free of dnty. 

SCHEDULE. 

Agricultural implements; animals; beef, bacon, pork, ham, and all 
fresh, smoked, or preserved meats; boots and shoes; grain, flour, meal, 
and bran, bread and breadstuffs, of all kinds ; bricks, lime, and cement ; 
butter, cheese, lard, tallow; bullion; coal; cordage, naval stores, in- 
cluding tar, pitch, resin, turpentine, raw and rectified; copper and com- 
position sheathing; nails and bolts; cotton and manufactures of cotton, 
bleached and unbleached, and whether or not colored, stained, painted, 
or printed ; eggs ; fish and oysters, and all other creatiu-es living in liie 
water, and the i»roducta thereof; fruits, nuts, and vegetables, green, 
dried or undried, preserved or unpreserved; hardware; hides, tar», 
skins and pelts, dressed or undressed; hoop iron and rivets, nails, 
spikes and bolts, tacks, brads or sprigs; ice; iron and steel, and manu- 
factures thereof ; leather; lumber and timberof all kinds, round, hewed, 
sawed, and unmanufactured, in whole or in part; doors, sashes, and 
blinds; machinery of all kinds, engines and parts thereof; oats and 
hay; paper, stationery, and books, and all manufactures of paper or 
of paper and wood; petroleum and all oils for lubricating or illuminat- 
ing purposes; plants, shrubs, trees, and seeds; rice; sugar, refined or 
unrefined; salt; soap; shooks, staves, and headings; wool and manu- 
factures of wool, other than ready-made clothing; wagons and cart« 
for the purposes of agriculture or of drayage; wood and manufactures 
of wood, or of wood and metal, except furniture, either upholstered or 
carved, and carriages; textile manu&ctures, made of a combination of 
wool, cotton, silk, or linen, or of any two or more of them, other than 
when ready-made clothing; harness and all manufactures of leather; 
starch: and tobacco, whether in leaf or manufactured. 

Article III. 

' The evidence that articles proposed to be admitted into the ports of 
the UnitedStatesof America, or the ports of the Hawaiian Islands, free 
of duty, under the first and second articles of this convention, are the 
growth, manufacture, or produce of the United States of America or 
of the Hawaiian Islandsj'respectively, shall be established under such 
rules and regulations and conditions for the protection of the revenue -■ 

as the two Governments may from time to time respectively prescribe. 
S. Es. 77^—11 
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AE'lTCLE IV, 

■. . No export duty or charges shall be iiinjosed in the Hawiiiian Islands, 

or iu the United States, npon any oC the articles jiroposed to be admit- 
ted into the ports of the United States or the ports of the Hawaiian 
Islands free of duty under the first and second articles of this conven- 
tion. It is agreed, on the part of His Hawaiian M^esty, that, so long 
as this treaty shall remain in force, he will not lease or otherwise dis- 
pose of or create any lien upon any port, harbor, or other territory in 
his dominions, or grant any »i>ecial privilege or rights of use therein, 
to any other power, state, or government, nor make any treaty by 
which any other nation shall obtain the same privileges, re'hitive to the 
admission of any articles free of duty, hereby secured to the United 
States, 

"■■'■ Akticle V, 

The present convention shall t-akeeSec^tas soon as it shall have been 
approved and proclaimed by His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands, and shall have been ratified and duly proclaimed on the i)artof 
the Government of the United Staters, but not until a law to carry it 
into operation shall have been passed by the I'ongress of the United 
States of America. Such assent having beeo given, and the ratifica- 
tions of the con\ention having been cxchangetl as provided in Article 
n, the convention shall remain in force for seven years from tlie date 
at which it may come into operation ; aud further, until the expiration 
of twelve mouttis atter either of the high contracting parties shall give 
notice to the other of its wish to terminate the same, each of the high 
' contracting parties being at liberty to give snch notice to the other at 

the end of the said term of seven years, or at any time thereafter. 

Article VI. 

The present convention shall be duly rntifli'd, and tlie ratifications 
exchanged at Washington City, within eigliteen months fn>m the date 
hereof, or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof Uie respective pleQi]X)teiitiarie8 of the highconti-.nt 
ing' parties have signed this present convention, and have aflixed tbereti) 
their respective seals. 

Done in duplicate, at Washington, the thirtieth day of January, iu 
the year of our Lonl one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five. 

[seal.] Hamilhin Fish, 

[seal.] Eijsha H, Allen. 

[SEAL.] llENKY A. P. CAETEK, 

^ And whereas the said convention, as amended, has been duly ratified 

on both parts, and the respective ratifications were exchanged in this 

' city on this day: 

Now, therefttre, be it known that I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of 
the United States of America, have caused tiie said convejition to be 
made public, to the end that the same, and every clause and article 

j thereof, may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the Unitetl 

States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my liaisd, and caused the seal 
of the United States to be aftixed. 
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Done at the city of Wasliiiigtou this tliird day of June, in the year of 
our Lord one tlionsapd eight hundred and seventy-live, 
[SEAL.] and of the lndej)endeiice of the United States the ninety- 
ninth. 

U. S. Grant. 
By the President: 

Hamilton Fish, 

tievretary of State. 



1S76. 

Frotocol of a confermice between the Aetiiig Secretary of State of the 
United States and the envoy extraorduiary and minister plenipotentiary 
of Hia Majesty tJie King of the Hau-aiian Islands, held at Washington 
on the ninth day of September, 1870. 

"Whereas it is provided by Article V of the convention between the 
United States of America and Hia Majesty tlie King of the Hawaiian 
Islands concerning commercial reciprocity, siipied at Washington on the 
.30t.h day of .January, 1875, an follow.?: 

" Article V. The present couventioTi shall take effect as soon as it shall 
have been approved and proclainieil by His Majesty the King of the 
Hawaiian Islands, and shall have been ratilied and duly proclaimed on 
the part of the Government of the United States, but not until the law 
to carry it into operation shall have been passed by the Congress of the 
United States of \merica, aui-h assent having been given, and the rati- 
fications of the convention having been exchanged as provided in Article 
, VI, the convention shall remain in force for seven yeiis from the date 
at wliich it may come into operation; and ftii-tber, until the expiration 
of twelve months after either of the high contracting parties shall give 
notice U> the other of its wish to teraiinate the same, each of the high 
contracting parties being at liberty to give such notice to the other at 
the end of the said term of seven years, or at any time thereafter." 

And whereas the said convention has been approved and proclaimed 
by His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands and has been ratified 
and dnly proclaimed on thepartoftlieGovemmentoftheUnited States; 

And whereas an act was passed by the t:enate and House of Bepre 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled enti- 
tled "An act to carry into eflect a convention between the United States 
ijf America and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, signed 
on the thu-tieth day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-five," 
which was approved on the IStli day of August in the year 1876; 

And whereas an act was passed by the Legislative Assembly of the 
Hawaiian Islands entitled "An act to carry into effect a Convention 
between His Majesty the King and the United States of America, 
signed at Washington on the 3(>th day of January, 1875," which was 
duly approved on the 18th day of July, in the year 1876 ; 

And whereas the ratifications of the said Convention have been ex- 
changed as provided in Article VI. 

The undersigned, William Hunter, Acting Secretary of State of the 
United States of America, and the Honorable Elisha H. Allen, Chief 
justice of the Supreme Court, Chancellor of the Kingdom, Member of 
the Privy Council of State, and His Majesty's Envoy Extraordinary and 
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Minister PJenipoteiitiary to the TTuited States of America, duly author- 
ized for this purpose by their respective Gnvemmeuts, have met to- 
gether at Washington, and having found the said convention has beeu 
approved and proclaimed by His Ma,iesty the King of the Hawaiian Is- 
lands and has been ratified and duly prochiimed on the part of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, and that the Ian s required to carry the 
said Treaty into operation have been passed by the Congress of the 
United States of America on the one part and by the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Hawaiian Islands on the other, hereby declare that the Con- 
vention aforesaid concluded l>etween the United Stiites of America and 
His Msijesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands on the 30th day of Janu- 
ary, 1875, will take effect on the date hereof. 

In witness whereof the undersigned have signed this protocol and 
have hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done in duplicate, at Washington, this ninth day of September, one 
thousand eight hundred and soventy-si-'c, 

[seal.] W. Hunter. 

[SEAL.J ELISIIA H. ALLBK. 



Mr. Ernrls U, Mr. Comhi. 

No. 81.] DbI'ARTMENT of STATE; 

^'anhington, Koremher 13, 188ii. 

Sib: Your No. 117 of the 5th of July last, in retterence to the appeal 
of the Hawaiian Evangelical Association for the moral influence of this 
Goverumcnt to support the enforcement of tlie prohibitory liquor ordi- 
nance of Chief Lebon of the Balik Islands, has had favorable considera- 
tion. The wise enactment of that chief requires no argument to Justify 
the earnest support of all governments having intercourse with the 
islands, and this Government in particular is desirous of seeing its com- 
plete and impartial enforcement, inasmnch as oneof the reported offend- , 
era is unfortunately said to be an American citizen. In view of the 
absence of a national representative in the Balik group, and consider- 
ing also the alleged coparceny of the German consular officer in the 
traffic which it is so properly sought to restrain, it has been thought that 
a double result might be reached by informing the German Govern- 
ment of our adhesion to Chief Lebon's edict, and requesting its good 
offices, through theagency at Jaluit and the superior consulate at Apia, 
to aid in the impartial and complete enforcement of the law. 

While considerations of trade would hardly serve alone to warrant 
the establishment of a consular station of the United States in the 
Baliks, it is thought that the moral benefit which would flow from our 
proper representation in that (|uarter would justify the steps, if a proper 
person could be found to accept the position of consular agent under 
the consulate at Apia. It is regarded as best that the olBce should 
pertain to the Samoan scheme for more harmonious correlation with the 
British and German systems of consular supervision in the Pacific. 

Your own good offices in the direction of making such an appoint- 
ment are desired, to the extent of inquiring of the Kev. Mr. Bingham, 
who addressed yon on the Ealik question, whether he knows of any 
capable American citizen in the Baliks who would accept the post 
without salary. Possibly the Mr, J, L. Young who wrote to Mr. Bing- 
ham from Jaluit, would be a suitable person, and if he should prove to 
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be a resident missiouaty at that plsice, no better recommeudation would 
be desired. 

Mr. Dawson, the consul at Apia, lias been instructed in the sense of 
tbis dispatch. 

I am, etc., 

Wjl. M. EVAKTS. 



,V*-. Blahie to Mr. Vomly. 

[Confld^.nti.il.] 

Department of State, 

Wanhiiigtoii, JJeamber 7, 1881, 
Jambs JI. Cumly, Esq., Honolulu: 

Sir: In my formal instruction of this date I have reviewed the gen- 
eral qnestiou of the relationship between the United States and the 
Hawaiian Islands, and the iMJsitiou of the latter, both as an integral part- 
of the American system and as the key to the commerce of the North 
Pacific. As that instruction was written for communication to the 
Hawaiian secretary of state, I touched but lightly on the essential ques- 
tion of the gi'ibdaal and seemingly inevitable decadence and extiuction 
<if the native ra«e and its repliiceuumt by another, to which the powers 
of Goveninient would nec-essarily descend. 

A single glance at the census returns of Hawaii foi' half a geueration 
past exhibits this alariuiug diminutiou of the indigenous element, 
amounting to 1^ iier cent per annum of the population. MeanwhUe 
the industrial and productive development of Hawaii is on the increase, 
,ind the native classes, never sufUciently numerou.*! to develop the full 
lesources of the islands, have been sup]>lemented by an adventitious 
labor element, from China inaiuly, until the rice and sugar fields are 
largely tilled by aliens. The worst of this state of things, is that it 
must inevitably keep on in increasing ratio, the native classes growing 
smaller, the insular prodnction larger, and the immigration to supply 
the want of labor greater every year. 

I have shown in a previous instruction how entirely Hawaii is a part 
of the prodn<rtive and commercial system of the American States. So 
fax as the staple growths and imiK>rts of the islands go, the reciprocity 
treaty makes them practically members of an American zoUverein, an 
outlying district of the Stateof California. So far as political structure 
and independence of action are concerned, Hawaii is as remote ttom 
our control as China, This contradiction is only explicable by assum- 
ing what is the fact, that thirty years ago, having the choice between 
material annexation and commercial assimilation of the islands, the 
United States chose the less responsible alternative. The soundness of 
the choice, however, entirely depends on the perpetuity of the rule of 
the native race as an independent government-, and that imperiled, the 
whole framework of our relations to Hawaii is changed, if not destroyed. 

The decline of the native Hawaiian element iu the presence of newer 
and sturdier growths must be accepted as an inevitable fact, in view of 
the teachings of ethnological history'. Aud as retrogression in the 
development of the Islands can not he admitted without serious detri- 
ment to American interests in the North Pacific, the problem of a re- 
plenishment of the vital forces of Hawaii presents itself for intelligent 
solution in an American sense — not in an Asiatic or a Britigl* sense.. 

There is little doubt that were the Hawaiian Islands, by annexation 
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or district proteetiou, a part of tlie territory of the Union, their fertile 
resources for the growth of rice and sagar ^voiild not only be eontioUed 
by American capital, but so in-ofitable a field of labor would attmct 
iatelligeut workers thither from the United States. 

A purely Amerieau form of colonization in such a ease would meet 
all the ph^^es of the problem. Witbin our borders conid be found the 
capital, the intelligence, the activity, and tlie necessary labor trained 
in the rice swamps and cane lields,of tlie Southern States, and it may 
be well to consider how, even in the chosen alternative of maintainins: 
Hawaiian independence, these pi-ospeixras elements could be indnced 
to go from our shoieH to tlie islands, not like the coolies, practically 
enslaved, not as buman machines, bnt as thinking, intelligent, worli;ing 
factors in the advancement of tbe material interests of the islands. 

I desire, therefore, that you will give this subject due attention. An 
examination and report will be valuable if showing the proi)ortion of 
occupied rice and sugar lands to the unoccupied and undeveloped ter- 
ritory, the capacities of i)roduction, the pecnliai-ities of climate, tbe 
wages of labor, and the cost of living. It will also be well for yon in 
conversation with tbe leading men of Hawaii to turn their thoughts 
discreetly in the direction of inviting American coJonization there. A 
Hawaiian homestead act for the benefit of actual American settlers, 
with remission of taxation during tbe time necessary to establish new 
plantations on a paying basis, nn'ght be in turn supplemented in the 
United States by voluntarily orgjmizod eniignition schemes and co- 
operative aid t^) bona fide settlers, Thronghont the continent, north 
and south, wherever a foothold is tound tor American enterprise, it i.< 
quickly occupied, and this spirit of adventure, which seeks its outlet in 
the mines of South America and the i-ailroads of Mexico, would not be 
slow to avail it.self of openings for assured and ]irofitiible enterprise 
even in mid-ocean, 

Conimendhin this aspect of the suliject to yonr earnest and immediate 
attention, 

I am, etc., 

.Tames (i. Blaime, 



HAWAIIAN ISI.A 



Supplemeiitarif conreiiHon hdueen tlie United Staten of Amt-rka and 
llh Majenty the King of the Ifaicoiiau IslantlH, to limit the duration of 
the convention respecting commn-cial yeiiproeitj/ concluded January 3ii, 
187S. 

Concluded Becemher' I!, 1881; ratijicntion odtined hy Senate -J amiary 
30, 1887; ratified by Prexident Woreiuber 7, 18'S~; ratified by King Oc- 
tober 20, 1H87\ ratifications excknniieil lit Washint/ton Xovemher 9, 1887; 
proclaimed yoranber 9, 1887. 

BV THE I'KIWIDi™'!' OV THE I KITED STATEK OE AMEKICA. 

A PBOOLAMATIOS. 

Whereas a convention between the United States of America and 
the Kingdom of the Hawaiian Islands, for the purpose of definitely 
limiting rtie duration of the convention concerning commercial reciproc- 
ity concluded between the same high contracting parties on the 
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tUirtietfi day of January, 18J5, was concluded nnd signed by their re- 
spective pleiiipoteutiaries at the city of Washington, on the sixth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord 1884, which convention, as 
amended by the Senate of the United States and being in the English 
language, ia word for word as follows: 

Supplementary eonventiou to limit the duratii>n of tlie convention 
re^^pecting commercial recipiocity between tlie United States of America 
and the Hawaiian Kingdom, concluded January ;tO, 1875. 

AVhereas a convention was concluded between the United States 
of America and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, on 
tlie thirti<!tli day of January, 1875, couceming comniercial reciprocity, 
which by the fifth article thereof was to continue in tbi-ce for seven 
years from the date aft^T it was to come into operation, and further, 
until the expiration of twelve months after either of the high con- 
tracting parties should give noti<'e to the other of its wish to termi- 
nate the same; and 

Whereas the high conti'acting parties consider tliat the increase 
and consolidation of their nnitual commercial interests would be better 
promoted by the definite limitation of the duration of the said conven- 
tion: 
-Tlierefore, the President of tlie United States of America and Hia 
. Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands have appointed : 

The President of the United States of America, Fredericli T. Fre- 
liughuysen, Secretary of State; and 

Hjs Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, Henry A. P. Carter, 
accredited to the Government of the United States, as His Majesty's 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiaiy; 

Wl 10, having exchanged their respective powers, which were found 
sufficient and in dne form, have agreed upon the following articles: 

Article I. 

The high contracting parties agree, that the time fixed for the dura- 
ti<in of the said convention, shall be deiinitely extended for a term of 
seven years from the date of the exchaaige of ratifications hereof, and 
furthei', until the expjration .of twelve months after either of the high 
contracting parties shall give notice to the other of its wish to termi- 
nate the samej each of the high contracting parties being at liberty to 
give 8ut^Il notice to the otlier at the end of the said term of seven years 
or at any time thereafter. 

Article II. 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands grants to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States the exclusive right to enter the harbor 
of Pearl River, in the island of Uahu, and to establish and maintain 
there a coaling and repair station for the use of vessels of the United 
States, and to that end the United States may improve the entrance 
to said harbor and do all other things needful to the purpose aforesaid. 

Article III. 

The i)resent convention shall be ratified and the ratifications ex- 
changed at Washington aa soon as possible. 

In witness whereof the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
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present couventioD iii duplicate, and have hereunto affixed their re- 
spective seals. 

Done at the city of Washington the 6th day of December, in the 
year of our Lord 1884. 

Fbedk. T, Fkblikghuysen. [l. a.] 
Henry A. P. Carter. [l. s.j 

And whereas tlie said convention, as amended, has been duly rati- 
fied on both parts, and the respective ratiflcatious of the same have 
been exchanged. 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Grover Cleveland, President of 
the United States of America, have caused the said convention to be 
made pnblie to the end that the same and every article and clause 
thereof, as amended, may be observed and fulfllle<l witl) good faith 
by the United States and the citizens thereof. 

In testimony wliereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washingtou this ninth day of November, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight liundred and eighty -seven, and of 

the Independence of the Cnited States tlie one Itundred and 

[sEAL.j twelfth. 

(Jkovku Olevei-asd. 



iSecreiiirt/ of Stale. 



■ I'liiled /^itiites »f Ainerka (in<i llu- 
KinyiJom. 

For the purpose of nialiiug bettttr post-al arrangements l:)etween the 
United states of America and tlte Hawaiian Kingdom, the uudei- 
aigned, Don M. Dicliinson, Postmaster-General of tlie United States 
of America, and H. A, P. Oai-ter, envoy extraoniiuary and minister 
plenipotentiary of tlie Hawaiian Kingdom at Washington, by virtue 
of authority vested in tliem by law, have agreed upon the tbllowiiig 
articles for the establishment of a parcels post s\'steni of exchanges 
between the two (lountrie-s. 

Article I. 

Theprovisiousof this conventionrclatc only to parcels of mail matter 
to be exchanged by the system herein provided tor, and do not afl'ect 
the arrangements now existing under the Universal Postal Union Con- 
vention, which will continue as heretotbre; and all the agi'eenients 
hereitiaiter contained apply exclusively to mails ex<!hanged under these 
articles, directly between the office of San Francisco, in the State of 
California, and sueh other offices within the United States as may be 
hereafter designated by the Postmaster-General of the United States, 
and the office of Honolulu, in the islandof Oahu, iuid such other offices 
within the Hawaiian Islands as maybe herfeafter designated by the post- 
master-general of the Hawaiian Kingdom ; such matter to be admitted 
to the mails under these articles as shall be sent through such exchange 
offices from any place in either country to any plaiie in the other. 
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Article J I. 

1. There shall be admitted to the mails exchanged under this coti- 
veiition, articles of merchandise and mail matter, except letters, post 
cards, and \TTitteii matter, of all kinds, that are admitted under any 
conditions to the domestic mails of the country of origin, except that 
no packet mast exceed 5 kilograms or 11 pounds in weight, nor the 
following dimensions: Greatest length, three feet six inches; greatest*- 
length and girth ci)mbined, sis feet; and must be so wrapped or in- 
closed as to permit their contents to be easily examined by postmas- 
ters and customs officers; and except that the following articles are 
prohibited : 

Publicationswhich violate the copyright laws of the country of des- 
tination; poisons, and explosive or inflammable snbstiinces; fiitty 
substances, liquids, and those which easily liquefy, contiectioiis and 
pfistes; live or dead aidmals, except dead insects and i-eptiles when 
thoroughly dried; fruits an<l vegetables, ami substances which exhale 
a bad odor; lottery tickets, lottery advertisements, or lottery circulars; 
all obscene or immoral ai-ticlfts; articles which may in any way damage 
or destroy the mails, or injure the jiersons handling them ; also opium. 

2. All admissible articles of merchandise mailed in one country for 
the other, or received in one ctmntry from the other, shall be free from 
any detention or inspection wliatever, except such as is required for 
collection of customs duties, and shall be forwarded by the most speedy 
means to their destination, being subject in their transmission to the 
laws and regulations of each country respectively. 

Aki'icle III. 

1. A letter or communication of the nature of personid correspond- 
ence must not accompany, be written on, or enclosed with any parcel. 

3. If such be found, the letter will be placed in the mails if separable, 
and if inseparably attached, the whole package will be rejected. If, 
however, any such should inadvertently be forwarded, the country of 
destination will collect double rates of postage according to the Uni- 
versal Postal Union Convention. 

3. No parcel may contain parcels intended for delivery at an address 
other than the one borne by the parcel itself. If such enclosed parcels 
be detected, they must be sent forward singly, charged with new and 
distinct parcel post rates. 

Article IV. 

1. The following rates of postage shall in all eases be required to be 
fully prepaid with postage stamps of the country of origin, viz: 

2. Tor a parcel not exceeding four hundred and sixty grams or one 
pound in weight, twelve cents; and for each atlditional four hundred 
and sixty grams or one pound, or fraction thereof, twelve cents. 

3. The packages shall tte promptly delivered to addresses at the post- 
offices of a^^ldress in the country of destination, free of charge for post- 
age; but the country of destination may at its option, levy and collect 
from the addressee for interior service and delivery a charge not ex* 
ceeding five cents on each single parcel of whatever weight; and if the 
weight exceeds four hundred and sixty grams or one pound, a charge 
equal to one cent for each one hundred and lifteen grams or four ounces, 
of weight, or fraction thereof, 
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ABTir.'LE V, 

1. The seuder will, at the time of mailing the package, receive a re- 
ceipt of mailing from the post-office where the package is mailed on a. 
form like Model I annexed hereto. 

2. The sender of a package may have the same registered b.v paying 
the registration fee reqnired for registered articles in the country of 
origin. 

3. An acknowledgment of the deliverj- of a registered article shall 
be retured to the sender when requested, but either country may re- 
quire of the sender prepayment of a fee therefor not exceeding live 
cents. 

4. The addressees of registered articles shall be advised of the arri- 
val of a package addressed to them, by a notice from the post oftice of 
destination. 

Article YI, 

1. The sender of each package shall make a customs de(;laration. 
pasted upon or attached to the package, upon a special form provided 
for the purpose (see Model 2 annexed hereto) giving a general descrip- 
tion of the parcel, an accnrate statement of the contents and value, 
date of mailing, and the sender's signature and place of residence, and 
place of address. 

2. The packages in question shall be subject in the country of desti- 
nation to all customs duties and all customs regulations in force in that 
<M)untry for the protection of its customs revenues ; 'and the customs 
duties properly chargeable thereon shall be collected on delivery, in 
accordance with the customs regulations of the country of destination. 

Aeticlb VII. 

Each country shall retain to its own use the whole of the po-stages' 
registration, and delivery fees it collects on said packages; conse- 
quently, this convention will give rise to no sejiarate accounts between 
the two countries. 

Article VIII. 

1. The packages shall be considereil as a component part of the mails 
exchang«i direct between the United States of America and the 
Hawaiian Kingdom, to be despatched by the country of origin to the 
other at its cost and by such means as it provides, in boxes prepared 
expressly for the purpose, or ordinary mail sacks, to be imirked "Par- 
cel post," and to l)e securely sealed with wax or otherwise, as may be 
mutually provided by regulations hereunder. 

2. Each country shall return to the despatching office by next mail 
all bags, boses, or sacks used in tlie exchange of parcels. 

3. Although articles admitted under this oonvention will be trans- 
mitted as aforesaid between the exchange offices, they should be so 
carefully packed as to be safely transmitted in the open mails of either 
c«untry, both in going to the exchange office in the country of origin 
and to the office of address iu the country of destination. 

4. Each despatch of a parcel post mail must be accompanied by a 
descriptive list in duplicate of all the packages sent, showing dis- 
tinctly the list number of each parcel, the name of the sender, the 
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name of the addressee, with address of destinatiou, and iimst be en- 
closed ill one of tlie boxes or sacks of such despatch under tlic forin 
of Model 3, annexed hereto. 

Artiolb IX. 

Excliangea of mails under this convention from any place in either 
coniitry to any place in the other shall be effected througli the post- 
offices of both conntiies already designated as exehange post-offices, 
or tlirough such others as may be hereafter agreed upon, under such 
regulations relative to tlie details of the exchanges, as may be mutually 
determined to be essential to the security and exjiedition of the mails 
and the protection of the enstoms vevemies. 

Akticlf. X. 

1. As soon as the mail shall have reached tlic exchange office of 
destination that office shall ciieck the contents of tlie mails. 

2. In the event of the parcel bill not having been received a sub- 
stitute should at once be prepared. 

3. Any errors in the entries on the parcel bill which may be dis- 
covered shall, after verification by a second otticcr, be corrected and 
noted for repoj-t to the despatching office (ni a form, "verification 
certificate," which shall be sent in the special envelope. 

4. If a parcel advise<l on the bill be not received, a tier the non-receipt 
has been Terifle<l by a second officer, the entrj' on the bill should be 
canceled and the fact reiiorted at oncx". 

^ 5, Should a parcel be receiveil in a damaged or imperfect condition 

full particulars shall be reported on the same form, 

0. If no verification certifi<;ate or note of enor be received a parcel 
mail shall be considered as duly delivered, bavins been found on ex- 
amination correct in all respects. 

Article ^1. 

If II i>ackage can not be delivered as addressed, or is refused, the . 
sender will be communicated with through the central administratiou 
of the office of destination as to the manner in which he desires the 
pai'kage to be disposed of, and if no reply is received from him within 
a iieiiod of three months from the date of the notice, ths package may 
Z be sold for the benefit of whom it may concern. 

, An order for redirection or reforwarding must l>e accompanied by the 

I, amount due for postage necessary for the return of the article to the 

office of origin, at the ordinary parcel rates. 

When the contents of a parcel which can not be delivered are liable 
to deterioration or corruption, they may be desti-oyed at once, if neces- 
sary, or if expedient, sold, without previous notice or judicial formality, 
for the benefit of the right person, the particulars of each sale being 
noticed by one post-office to the other. 

Article XII. 

The Post-Office Department of either of the contracting countries 
will not be responsible for the loss or damage of any package, and no 
, indemnity can consequently be claimed by the Render or addressee in 

either country. 
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Article XIII. 

The Postmaster-General of the United States of America and tlie 
postmaster- general of the Hawaiian Kingdom shall have authority to 
jointly make such forther regulations of order and detail as may be 
fonnd necessary to carry out the present convention from time to time ; 
and may hy agreement prescribe conditious for the admission to the 
mails of any of the articles prohibited by Article ii of this convention 

Article XIV. 

This Convention shall be ratified by the couti'acting countries in 
accordance with their respective laws, and its ratifications shall be ex- 
changed at the City of Washington as early as possible. Once ratified, 
and it's ratifications exchanged, it shall take eft'ect, and operations 
thereunder shall begin ou the 1st day of March, 1889, and shall con- 
tinue in force until terminated by mutual agreement, but may be 
annulled at the desire of either Department upou six months previous 
notice given to the other. 

Doue in d<iplicate. and signed at Washiiigtoa the I9th day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred ami eighty-eight. 

[seal.] Don M. Dickinson, 

Postmnsti'T-Oeiierol of the United Sfatesof America. 

[SEAL.] H. A. P. CAETEE, 

Unroy b'xtraoriliii'iri/ iiiiil Miitistef Plenipotentiary 

of tlte Hawaiian Kinydmn. 

The foregoing Parcels Post Convention betAveen the United States 
of America and tlie Hawaiian Kingdom lann beeu negotiated and 
concluded with my advice and wHisent, and i« hereby approved and 
ratified. 

In testimony whei-eof I have caused the (Jreat Seal of the United 
States to be hereunto siftised. 

[SEAL.] Gkoveb Cleveland. 

By the President : 

T. F. Batabd, 
Secretary of State. 

Washington, 1>. C, •January li'J, 1SS9. 

The foregoing Parcels Post Convention between the Hawaiian 
Kingdom and the United States of America has been negotiated and 
concluded with my advice and consent, and is lier(!by approved and 
ratified. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the Great Seal of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom to be hereunto aiHxed. 

[SEAL.] KALAKAUA, KEX. 

By the King; 

JoHA. Austin, 
Minister ' of Forciijii Affairs. 

Honolulu, ■January 10, 1881', 
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; Mr. Merrill io Mr. Blisine. 

•;■ No. L'.'i5.j Leoation of thk United States, 

^. Honolulu, Aiigimt 1, JS«9. 

^■- Sir: I have the liouor to iadose a vevy full account, from the 

^r "Balletin" of Honolulu, of aa attempt madeou theSOtli ultimo, by 

%,': about 100 half-castes and uatives, \mder the leadeiship of Koliert W. 

^y Wilcox and Kobert Boyd, two half-(^ast<' Hawaiinus, to overthrow the 

^- preseiit Govenuiieut of Hawaii aud de|n)se the King. 

»"■ " Thia is supposed to be their purpose, althoufjli their exact intention 

^' is not yet fully known, 

K , ; About 6 o'clock a. m. a message froin the King inforuied rae that an 

1^:, ' armed party, led' by Mr. Wilcox, was iu posst-Hsion of the palitce 
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groumlf, anti soon theresift«r it was learned that instirgeuts were in 
charge of the building containing the (loverninent oiBces. 

As soon as possible I had communication with Commiindei' Wood- 
ward of the U. S. S. Adama, and at once all necessary preparations 
were made to land a force, if found necessary for protection of the 
people and property interests. 

Soon thereafter I-met His Majesty's minister of foreign affairs, wha 
informed me that a cabinet council would be held forthwith. 

Soon after the news of the aH'air became g»fneraUy known, the British, 
Portuguese, and French commissioners called at the legation, and while 
comparing information regardiflg the situation, Mr. Damon, the newly 
appointed minister of flnanc^', arrived and statetl that it was the de- 
sire of His Majesty's ministers to meet the foreign i-epresentatives at 
once. Jt was deemed advisable to comply with this request without" 
delay. On meeting the ministers they stated that they dewired to fully 
infurm na of their contemplated action in the present emergency, and 
that they had determined tooccupy the tops of the buildings command- 
ing a view of the palace grounds, with shari)shooters, for the purpose 
"f preventing the use of the cannon which were known to be iu the pos- 
session of the insurgents inside the walls inclosing the pahuie grounds, 
gradually suiTouiid and Anally dislodge them with other torees. 

After learning the intention of the Goverimient to operate at once 
nitli an armed tbi-ce, I suggested tlie i)ropriety of Mr. Damon, one of 
tlie members of the cabinet wh,> speaks the native language, endeavor- 
ing to comnmniciite with Mr. Wilcox, the leader of the insurgents, 
and ascertain, if possible, the causeof his action and what his demands 
were, if any; then if Mr. Damon failed, that the representatives of for- 
eign powers endeavor to obtain an interview with Wilcox, and by their 
good offices efiect a pesiceful settlement if possible. 

Tills was cordially agreed to by all and the representatives withdi-ew 
with the understanding that Mr. Damon would inform us of the result 
of his mission. In about one-half hour Mr. Damon reported to me at 
the legation that Mr, Wilcox refused to receive any. communication 
IVom him whatever, and that w]»ile he was seeking to communicate with 
liim firing commenced; he deemed it not only imprudent, but suicidal 
for anyone to' attempt to approach the palace grounds on a peace 
mission. 

At tliis juncture, as the reiwrt of small arms and cannon came fi'om 
the palace grounds and immediate vicinity quite rapidly, and as many 
with alarm were coming to the legation, I at once requested Com- 
mander Woodward to send to the legation a body of marines, which. 
reque-'^t he promptly complied with. 

The api>earance of the marines on the streets and at the legation 
^ ) liad a very favorable effect on the populace. Soon the reixirt of the 

large guns ceased by reason of the inability of the insurgents to oper- 
ate them in the presence of the Are of the aharpsliooters on the tops' 
of the surrounding buildings. 

The " bungalow " mentioned in the newspaper accoun t and into which 
the insurgents retreated is a frame building situated in the corner of 
the palace grounds sometimes used by the King as a dwelling and for 
ofBces. 

The palace square comprises about 4 acres, situate two blocks 
from the central business part of the city, and is entirely inclosed by 
a concrete wall about 8 feet high, while the King's palace is situated 
in the center of the square. 
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In the afternoon, and as soon as I ascertained from one of the cabinet 
ministers that an attempt would be made to dislodge the insurgents 
from the "bungalow" before dark by the use of dynamite, and as there 
were large crowds of people congregated on the streets, I deemed it 
advisable to ask for the landing of the remainder of the forces from the 
Adorns before dark as a precautionary measure in the event any as- 
sistance to preserve order might be required, and to be immediately 
available in the event a conflagration should start. In this matter 
Commander Woodward fully agieed, and by permission of the minister 
of foreign affairs the forces landed about 5 o'clock p. m. Early the 
following moruin}^ all the men belonging to the Adams returned to the 
ship. 

The members of the cabinet and many prominent residents expressed 
' much commendation of the prompt landing of the men, ;tnd remarked 
upon the very salutarj- effect their presence seemed to have among the 
people on the streets. 

The U. 8. S. Adams was the only naval vessel in port. The British 
ship Espiegh recently left under sealed orders on a crnise south. 

This disturbance at this time was wholly unexpected by the Gov- 
ernment ofBcials as well as nearly every permanent resident. 

Although for several weeks it was known that Wilcox was endeav- 
oring to draw around him as many disapi>oiuted native political aspi- 
rants as possible, yet It was recently asc^ertsiined on what seemed very 
reliable authonty that no overt acta would be committed prior to the 
nest general election in February, when it was thought the present 
ministers would be defeated at the polls. 

However, the success of the Government in subduing the insurgents. 
it is thought, will draw some to its support, and the general feeling is 
that the Government will be strengthened by the result of the conflict. 

Immediately after the surrender of the insurgents the city was quiet 
and still remains so, while business is being transacted as usual. As 
to the exact number of the insurgents it is difficult now to determine, 
as aomedeserted in the early morning. AboutSOprisonersweresecured, 
Ko serious casualties occurred except to the insurgents. 

In order that you may be promptly informed of the principal facts a 
week in advance of the regular mail, I will forward By the steamer 
leaving here to-morrow a telegram, to be wired from San Francisco, of 
which the following is a copy: 

Oiijnlf 30 iinaiicceaafiil attompt by alioiit odo hunAreil half-castes and natives 
to overthrow Government and ilepose King. Insurrection anjipreBsed by Hawaiian 
Government without foreign aid. Six inanrj^enta killed, 12 wounded. Order re- 
stored same day. Men from U. S. S. Adams landed by permission, to protect lives 
and property if found nect'ssary; afterwarils returned to ship. 

Betbre sealing tliis dispatch I shall inclose clippings from news- 
papers giving latest intelligence, but will be unable to properly paste 
and arrange them. 

Trusting my action may merit the approval of the Department, 
I have the honor, etc.. 

Geo. W. Merrill. 
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Mr. Stevens to Mr, Blaine. 

Ko. 46.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, February 8, 1892. 

SlE: The semiannual election of members of the Hawaiian legiala- 
tare took place February 3, after several weeks of exciting: canvass. 
The principal issne on the part of the business men and more conserva- 
tive and responsible citizens was in respect of treaty relations with 
the United States. These supporters of tie proposed new treaty which 
they believe has been negotiated at Washington had the approval of 
the principal Government officials, though the cabinet is far from being 
vigorous and influential. The opposition, or Liberals, as they term 
themselves, composed mostly of the irresponsible white voters, half- 
castes, and of a large majority of the native Hawaiians, puslied their 
canvass on three lines — a new constitution, opposition to the present 
cabinet, and hostility to the proposed treaty, though it Anally hedged 
and disclaimed more or less in regard to the last. 

These so-called Liberals were led by Wilcox, the half caste who waa 
at the head of the revolutionary outbreak in July, 1887, and by 0. W. 
Ashford, the Canadian member of the cabinet, who betrayed and de- 
serted his associates when Minister Garter was trying to negotiate a 
new treaty in 1889. This Ashford has some ability, any amount of 
audacity, and is utterly without scruples, and has done his utmost to 
influence ,the prejudices and passions of the native Hawaiians. Both 
he and Wilcox secured their election as representatives from this 
island. The legislature is composed of 48 members, one-half being 
nobles elected by property holding or income voters. The Conserva- 
tives and friends of the treaty have secured most all of the nobles and 
enough of the representatives to give them a decisive majority, suf- 
ficient, it is thought, to secure the approval of the treaty, even with the 
Pearl Harbor grant in perpetuity. Not improbably there may be a 
change of cabinet when the legislature assembles in May. 

There are increasiug indications that the annexation sentiment is 
growing among the business men as well as with the less responsible 
of the foreign ftnd native population of the islands. The present polit- 
ical situation is feverish, and I see no prospect of its being perma- 
nently otherwise until these islands become a part of the American 
Union or a possession of Great Britain, The intelligent and responsi- 
ble men here, unaided by outside support, are too few in numbers to 
control in political affairs and to secure good government. There are 
indications that even the "Liberals," just beaten at the election, though 
composed of a majority of the popular vote, are about to declare for 
annexation, at least their leaders, their chief newspaper having already 
published editorials to this effect. At a future time, after the proposed 
treaty shall have been ratified, I shall deem it my official duty to give 
a more elaborate statement of facts and reasons why a "new depar- 
ture" by the United States as to Hawaii is rapidly becoming a neces- 
sity, that a " protectorate" is impracticable, and that annexation must 
be the future remedy, or else Great Britain will be furnished with cir- 
cumstances and opportunity to get a hold on these islands which will 
cause future serious embarrassment to the United States. 

At this time there seems to be no immediate prospect of its being 
safe to have the harbor of Honolulu left without an American vessel of 
war. Last week a British gunboat arrived here, and it is said will re- 
main here for an indefinite period. , 
I am, sir, etc., JOHN L. StuVeks. 
9. Ex. 77 12 iM^cAi 
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' Mr. Stei-ens to Mr. Blaine. 

' No. 48.] 

Sir : In view of possible conlingencies in tliese islands, I ask for the 
■' instructioiis of fhe Departnieut of State on the following, viz: 

■ . If the Government here sliould be surprised and overturned by an 

orderly and peaceful revolutionary movement, largely of native Ha- 
waiiaus and a provisional or republican government organized and 
proclaimed, wonld tJie United States minister and naval commander 
here be justified in responding affirmatively to the call of the members of 
the removed Government to restore them to power or replace them in 
possession of the Government buildings t Oi' should the United States 
minister and naval commander coufine themselves exclusively to the 
preservation of American property, the protection of American citi- 
zens, and the prevention of anarchy? Should a revolutionary attempt 
of the character indicated be made, there are strong reasons to pre- 
sume that it would begin with the seizure of the police station, with 
its arms and ammunition, and this accomplished, the Royal Palace and 
the Government building, containing the cabinet offices and archives, 
■would very soon be captured, the latter building being situated about 
one-third of a mile fix)m the police station. In such contingencies 
would it be justifiable to use the United St-ates forces here to restore 
the Government buildings to the possession of the displaced offlcialst 
Ordinarily in like circumstances the rule seems to be to limit the land- 
ing and movement of the United States tbrce in foreign waters and 
dominion exclusively to the protection of the United States legation, 
and of the lives and property of American citizens. But as the rela- 
tions of the United States to Hawaii are exceptional, and in former 
years the United States officials here took somewhat exceptional action 
in circumstances of disorder, I desire to know how far the present min- 
ister and naval commander may deviate from established international 
rules and precedents in the contingencies indicated in the flri^t part of 
this dispatch. 

I have information which I deem reliable that there is an organizedrev- 
oIutionarypartyontheislands,eomposedIargelyofnativeHawaiiansand 
a considerable number of whites and half whites, led chiefly by individu- 
als of the latter two classes. This party is hostile to the Queen and to her 
chief confidants, especially opposed to the coming to the throne of the 
half-English heir apparent, now being educated in England, and means . 

to gain ita object eitiier by forcing the Queen to select her cabinet fi-om 
its own members, or else to overthrow the monarchy and establish a 
republic with the ultimate view of annexation to the United States of 
the whole islands. A portion of this party mean only the former, and 
the other portion intend the latter. Failing to accomplish the former, 
the most of the party would seek the latter alternative. I have little 
doubt the revolutionary attempt would have been made ere this but 
for the presence here of the United States ship-of-war. I still incline 
to the opinion that the revolutionary attempt will not be made so long 
as there is a United States force in the harbor of Honolulu, but it. 
would be rash to assume or assert this iwsitively. Therefore I deem it my 
official duty to ask for instructions in view of possible contingencies. 
I may add that the annexation sentiment is increasing, quite as 
much among the white residents and native Hawaiians, and other 
- workingmen who own no sugar stock, as with the sugar planters. 

!, I am, sir, etc., 

John S. Stevens. 

u^.... _ , . -"'-"«4 
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A^m Iral Broicn to the Secretary of the Navy. 

Copy No. 27.5.J Unitbd States Cruiser San Francisco, 
Flagship op the Pacific Station, 
San Francisco, Cat., Septeinher 0, 1892. 
Hon. Secbbtaby of the Navy, 

Suvy Department, Washington, D. 0. : 

Sir: At the time this sliip sailed Irom Honolulu, on the 27th ultimo, 
everything was extremely quiet. 

There is a strong sentiment existing in Hawaii, among the native 
Hawaiians as well as among the Americans and Germans, in fe,vor of 
a change in the form of government, looking toward the ultimate an- 
nexation of the islands to the United States. 

This subject of annexation has been freely discussed by individuals 
for a long time, but until veiy recently there has been no combined 
concert of action. There now exists in Honolulu an organization com- 
prising the most prominent annexationists, which has tor its object the 
formulation of some plan by which a change of government can be 
affected quietly, and with the consent and cooperation of the Queen 
and the members of her cabinet and staff. 

It is thought that the Queen will consent to abdicate in favor of a 
republican ftinn of government if she can be assured that a suitable 
provision will be made for her in the way of a permanent pecuniary 
settlement. 

The organization I refer to will not countenance anything of a revo- 
lutionary character in the way of force, but expects to be aided by the 
majority of the Hawaiians who now favor annexation without having 
any ideas of how such an event can be reached. 

A change in the present cabinet will certainly be made before the 
present legislature adjourns. There is trouble in obtaining a new cabi- 
net, because the reform parties can not agree on the men to go into the 
different positions. The liberal party is in the majority, and will not be 
allowed- to have any voice in the question of the new ministry. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Geo. Bkown, 
Rear-Admiral IT. 8. Navy, 
Conimanfling U. S. Naval Force, Faeijic Station. 



Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster. ' 

[Confidential.] 

No. 65.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, September 14, 1892, 
SiE: In my dispatch. No. 64, of September 9, 1 expressed the hope 
that I would be able to send the information by this mail that a new 
Hawaiian cabinet had been formed to take the place of the one so em- 
phatically voted out by the legislature, but the deadlock between the 
Queen and the legislature continues. She has announced a new cabi- 
net, but it is so unsatisfactory to the legislative majority and thb busi- 
ness men of the islands that it will undoubtedly be rejected to-day; 
but the vote will not be taken in time to send the information of the 
fact by this mail, which closes at 11 a, m. The Tahitian half-caste fa- 
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vorite of the Queen, the marshal of the little kingdom, and his band 
of adventurers, atill dominate the palace and defy the responsible men 
of the legislature and the islands. An associate of the half caste fa- 
vorite is an American renegade by the name of Whaley, a disgraced 
and expelled San Francisco custom-house official, now at the head of 
the "opium ring," and one of the supposed owners of the Halcjfon, the 
notorious smuggling schooner which flits between these islands and 
British Columbia. This man Whaley has more brain than the Tahitian 
favorite. 

The better irortion of the English residents are in substantial accord 
with the- principal Ameiicans in support of the legislature, and the 
chief Grerman commercial houses and influential German resideuts are 
in full agreement with the Americans^ but more or less of the English 
are so jealous of the strong American sentiment in the legislature that 
they support the Queen and the Tahitian favorite openly or covertly. 
The native Hawaiians, composing half of the legislature, are about 
equally divided. The unscrupulous adventurers of different nationali- 
ties — Americans, English, and Germans, without character, and most 
of them without property — are with the half-caste Tahitian favorite 
aud the Queen. A majority of the legislature and the best citizens of 
the islands are exercising remarkable forbearance and self-control. 

It is proper for me to say tliat just at this time Mr. Mott Smith, the 
present minister at Washington, is likely to be misinfonned as to the 
real coJidition of things, for the riyected minister of foreign afi'airsj a 
native Hawaiian, of the Queen's supporters, stiU occupies the foreign 
oflice, and the American deputy would hardly dare to send any ad- 
vices to Minister Smith not indorsed by the acting head of the de- 
partment. 

The U. S. S. Boston is in the liarbor, and Capt. Wiltse will cooperate 
with mein exercising careful circumspection. In about twelve days 
from this I can send another dispatch. 
I am, sir, etc., 

John L. Stevens. 



Capl. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navy. 

TJ. S. 9. Boston (Second Rate), 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, October IS, 1893, 
The Secrbtaey of the Havy, 

Savy Department, Washington, D. C: 

8iR: I have the honor to report that on the 14th of September the 
introduction in the Hawaiian legislature of a want of confidence res- 
olution in the new ministry resulted in a vote of 24 to 21 in favor of 
the resolution. 

The opposition claimed that the resolution had passed, but the min- 
istry declared it required a vote of 25 to pass, and the chair sustained 
them. As the question hinged on an interpretation of the constitution, 
the matter was referred to the supreme court, which decided in favor 
of the ministry. 

On October 4 an election was held to fill the vacant seats of two 
members. The ministerial party raised the cry of anti-annexation and 
were ardently supported by' the British and other foreigners. Un- 
warranted attacks were made (in my opinion for political purpoaea] p.p- 
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on'the Uuited States representatives by anonymoas writers m the 
official organ of the Government. The election resulted iii a victory 
for the ministry. 

The British representatives manifest the most unusual interest, pub- 
licly, in all political proceedings. The action of the ministry, with 
•possibly one exception, and of the English element, is plainly in oppo- 
sition to the United States. '^Z^^P^ 

There is a large and growing sentiment, particQlarly among th6 
planters, in tiivor of annexation to the United States, but I am in- 
formed that the leaders do not think an oppoi'tune moment will arrive 
foi* some time to come. However, everytliiug seems to point toward 
an eventual request for annexation. „^^ 

The political situation at present is more quiet and will pcobably re- 
main so until another resolution of want of confidence is passed, which 
is not likely in the immediate future. 

The financial question is the most important question to be met by 
the ministry. 

Very respectfully, 

G. C. WiLTSE, 

Captain, GommanMng. 



Gapt. Wiltse to tlie Secretary of the Wa cy. ' 

U. S. S. Boston (Second Hate), 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, October 20, 1893. 
The Secretary of the Kivy, 

X'avy Department, Washint/ton, 1). C.: 
Sib: I have the honor to report that, since my last letter, on Monday, 
October 17, a want of confidence resolution was unexpectedly intro- 
duced and passed by a vote of 31 to 15, forcing the ministry to resign. 
The political situation is still unsettled. ^ifl 

It is thought that the names of the new cabinet will be sent to the 
legislature by Monday next, October 24. If the new ministry is ac- 
ceptable to the majority, legislation will be resumed and affairs become 
more settled. If, however, the Queen persists in consultiog only her 
own inclination, regardless of the wishes of the opposition, whicii is a 
large m^ority, it is difficult to pretHct what will be the outcome. ::;; 
I inclose a paper giving an account of the proceedings, etc., when 
the want of confidence resolution was introduced. 
Very respectfully, 

G. 0. Wiltse, 
Captain, Commanding. 



Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster. 

[Conflilentlal.] 

No. 72.] United States Legation, 

Honolidu, October 31, 1892. 

Sir: In dispatch 71 of October 19 I gave account of the rejection 

of the new cabinet appointed by the Queen in defiance of a previously 

expressed majority of the legislature. The deadlock continnea. 

Though two weeks have elapsed since the decisive action of the legis- 

Hostcd by V^OO' 



182 HAWAIUN ISLANDS. 

lature no ministers have been designated t^i fill the vacancies. !l?lie 
Tahitian favorite and the Queen still refuse to take the legislative 
majoiity and the leading business men of the islands into their confi- 
dence. The palace is still thronged and surrounded by the worst 
elements, and the responsible citizens feel that they are not welcomed 
as advisors. The Queen and the Tahitian have made several new' 
miiiiaterial slates with one re.sponsible man aiidthree of the other kind; 
but no responsible man, so far, can be found who will go into the 
cabinet witli the three whom only a minority of the legislature wiU 
accept. 

Thus there is here, on a small scale, the old historic issue between 
autocracy and parliamentary responsibility. The foreign adventurers 
and renegades stand by the Tahitian favorite because he is the instru- 
ment which they can use, and he adheres to them because he needs 
their support. In the meantime the legislature is unable to do busi- 
ness and has been in session only a lew hours for several weeks. If 
that body holds firm, the Qneen will have to yield, and a responsible 
minority would probably be the resnlt. The ultra-English influence is 
strongly with the half-English Tahitian favorite and the Queen, for the 
one reason only, that the success of tlie legislative ma;jority would be 
the appointment of a cabinet strongly American in sympathy and pur- 
pose. There are strong reasons for the belief that were it not for the 
presence of the American naval force in the harbor the Tahitian mar- 
shal and his gang wonl.d induce the Queen to attempt a coup d'etat by 
proclaiming a new constitution, taking from the legislature the power 
to reject ministerial appoiutiiients. 

The recent arrival here from Englatid of T. H. Davies, the head of a 
strong English house in Honolulu, I'orinerly a resident here for many 
yearSjhas served to intensify the ultra-English feeling and to strengthen 
the American sentiment. This T. H. Bavies having made himself rich 
under the sugar provisions of the leciprocity treaty, now resides in 
England and has a kind of supervisory care of the half-white Hawaiian 
crown princess, for several years and still at school in England. When 
a resident here at the time the Pearl Harbor provision was pending, 
Davies strongly opposed that provision. He comes now with revived 
zeal against the Pearl Harbor concession. It is not thought that he 
has any encouragement to (his course from the home Government of 
England, but that his course is Iiis own, and that his zeal is increased by 
the Canadian l'a«ific Railroad managers, of whom Davies is the agent. 
The desperate efforts of that road to save itself embrace the scheme of 
a cable, and Pacific steamer lines to Australia and Ohina, including the 
design of antagonizing the interests of the United States in tiiese 
Islands. This involves the plan of controlling the Hawaiian monarchy 
through the present Queen and her favorite, and especially by the hav- 
ing in hand the crown princess, the general belief being that the 
present Queen will not live many years. Davies, who has this super- . 
vising care of tlie crown princess in England, is a tory. Of course 
these facts, so apparent to intelligent observers here, are telling on all 
friends of the United States. 

The other of the two principal English commercial houses here, 
older and nearly as wealthy as those of Davies & Co., is thoroughly 
Americanized and stands firntly against the efforts of T. H. Davies, 
and is tor the United States on every issue. This house owns several 
hundreds of thousands (of dollars worth?) of property in Iowa and 
California, its head being father-fn-law of Gen. Dimond, the head of 
the United States mint in San Francisco. 



b;>^oogi^; 



I I , ,i.j . l aii i ^j. ,j J i ri, i ij.jii ipwii3g^ppppi||ipp 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 



itt 

Perhaps it ia well to state that it is the ruEQor here that the last re- 
jected cabinet, only holding their places until others are appointed, 
Lave sent a dispatch to Washington asking the recall of Consul Gen- 
eral Severance. I do not credit this rumor. But iufluential parties 
have called at this legation who say that if any such step has been 
taken by this r^ected' cabinet, the American merchants and business 
men, as well as other leading citizens, will send a strong memorial to 
the Department of State against any such action of a dead raiuistry. 
I have not encouraged any sach aution in our behalf, believing it to be 
unnecessary. So far I am supported here by all the responsible Amer- 
icans and others to a degree more than I had the right to expect. This 
so much the more impresses on me the necessity of prudence as well 
as of firmness. To keep the Department of State well informed as to 
afl^irs here, I deem it well to give these particulars. 
I anf, sir, etc., 

John L. Stevens. 



NOVEMBEE 1, 1892. 
Names of the new cabinet sent to the legislature this rooming. 
Eesolution of "want of confidence" passed in one house, and thirty 
minutes after the names of the new ministry were read, and only 13 
votes out of 48 members of wbom the legislature is composed were in 
their favor. The strongest objections are to the minister of foreign 
affairs and to the minister of finance — Joseph Mainohi and William H. 
Comweil — both of them unqualified and very uuacceptable to the more 
responsible men of all nationalities. As they will assume to hold their 
places until their successors shall have been appointed, they may at- 
tempt to do some strange things. As Oomwell, for some reason, is 
hostile to the American minister aud to the consul-general, would not 
be surprised should he induce his associates to ask for our recall. 
Possibly they may hold their places one week, as the legislature has 
adjourned tor six days to allow the Queen time to select their suc- 

JoHN L. Stevens. 



Capt. WilUe to the Secretary of the Navy. 

U. S. S. Boston (second rate), 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, Jfovember 1, 1893. 
The Secretary op the Kavy, 

Navy Department, Washington, J), C. : 
SiE: Respecting the state of political affairs in the Hawaiian King- 
dom, I have the honor to report that, after much delay, a cabinet was 
Sent to the legislature to-4ay and was immediately voted out by a vote 
of26tol3. 

The legislature then adjourned until November 7, having yesterddy 
tefused to pass appropriation bills for the running exjwnses of thfeGoV- 
emmeut. Meanwhile the salaries of all ofBcials are overdue and mii^t 
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remain unpaid uutil tlie legislature appropriates the money according 
to law. 

The Queen persists in refusing to appoint a cabinet in conformity 
■with the wishes of the majority, and it is possible that her obstinacy 
may precipitate a crisis. 
Very respectfully, 

G-. C. WiLTSB, 
Captain, U. 8. Nary, Commanding U. 8. 8. Boston. 



Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navy. 

U. S. 8. BOSTOM (SECOND RATE), 

Honolulu, Hatvaiian Islands, November 9, 1893. 
The Seoeetary op the Navy, 

Navy Department, Washington, J), C: 
Sib: I have the honor to report that the danger of a political crisis 
in the Hawaiian Kingdom seems to have passed. 

The Queen has appointed a cabinet, after much pressure had been 
brought to bear, that is strong financially and favorable to American 
interests. The new ministry will probably be supported by the legis- 
lature, although much opposition has been aroused among the native 
members because they are not represented. It is doubtful, however, if 
the natives can secure enough votes to vote the cabinet out, though 
they would do so if possible. 

I am informed, from reliable sources, that the Queen had been 
strongly advised to dissolve the legislature and order a new election, 
which would have been unconstitutional, and which would probably 
have caused a revolution; but she was deterred by the presence of 
United States vessels of war. 
I inclose paper containing editorials on the situation. 
Very respectfully, 

G. 0. Wiltse, 
Captain, Commanding U, 8. 8. Boston. 



Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster. 

No. 74.] Ujjited States Legation, 

Honolulu, November 20, 1893. 
Sir: Fidelity to the trust imposed on me by the President, the De- 
partment of State, and the Senate, requires that I should make a care- 
ful and full statement of the financial, agricultural, social, and political 
condition of these islands. An intelligent and impartial- examination 
of the facts can hardly fail to lead to the conclusion that the relations 
and policy of the United States toward Hawaii will soon demand 
some change, if not the adoption of decisive measures, with the aim 
to secure American interests and future supremacy by encouraging 
Hawaiian development and aiding to promote responsible government 
in these islands. It Is unnecessary for me to allude to the deep in.- 
terest and the settled policy of the United States Government in re- 
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spect of these islands, from the offidal days of John Qnincy Adams 
and of Daniel Webster to the present time. In all that period, we 
have avowed the superiority of our interests to those of all other 
nations, and have always re&sed to embarrass onr freedom of action 
by any alliance or arrangement with other powers as to the ultimate 
possession and government of the islands. Before stating the present 
political condition of the little kingdom, it is well to review the sub- 
Btantial data as to its area, its resources, its financial and business 
condition, its capabilities of material development, its popnlation, the 
status of its landed property, its government, revenues, and expendi- 
tures, etc. 

PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS. 

The total area of the kingdom is about 6,000 square miles. Not in- 
cluding several small islands of little importan<;e, the chief value of the 
land area is in the six islands of Oahu, Kauai, Maui, Molokai, Lanai, 
and Hawaii, the last named being nearly the size of all the rest of the 
group. The plains, valleys, and lowlands are fertile, while the high- 
lands are adapted to the raising of extensive herds of cattle, horses, 
and sheep. The arable lands are adapted to the prodtiction of sugar^ 
cofffep, rice, bananas, oranges, lemons, pineapples, grapes and maize. 
Of the arable lauds only such as are fitted for the production of sugar 
and rice have been much brought into use. The coffee raised is of 
superior quality, and finds ready market for home consumption and In 
San Francisco. There is no d<mbt that this product can be greatly 
extended. This opinion is sustained by the examination of experts 
and has been verified by successfiil results in coffee-raising, to which 
there is now being given special attention. 

The banana culture can be greatly extended, and the opportunities 
for the production of oranges are large and promising. Ripening at a 
time in the year different from those of southern California, the 
Hawaiian oranges can find a ready market in San Francisco, and es- 
pecially in the cities of Oregon and Washington, where the islands 
procure most of their lumber for buildings and fences, and from which 
they procure coal, the consumption of which will necessarily increase 
for use in the sugar milts and the supply of steamers. For a quarter 
of a century the profits of sugar-raising have tended to divert capital 
and enterprise almost exclusively to the cane culture, to the neglect of 
the other industries and interests of the islands. Good government 
and the building of necessary roads and bridges, the Government as- 
sumptiou of the " crown lands," and the conversion of them into small 
homesteads for raising the crops already specified, would speedily 
stimulate general prosperity and increase the American and European 
families and freeholders, and aid to constitute a large number of re- 
sponsible voiers, thus giving stability to legislation and government. 

There are nearly 900,000 acres of "crown lands," and these,, 
in the main, are among the most valuable of the islands. The rent 
paid for them goes, to the Sovereign, and the amount of the income 
received is no doubt ranch less than it would be if these lands were 
owned and managed by private individuals. There have long been 
more or less abuses in the leasing of these lands, and it is well under- 
stood that the leases have been prolific sources of political favoritism 
and corruption. Well handled and sold at fitting opportunities, the 
proceeds of the crown lands would pay the national debt provide ade 
quate pensions for the two or three royalties, in case monarchy should 
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be abolished, ftnd -yet leave a balance of considerable amount for a per- 
manent school fund. 

COMMERCIAL AND NAVAL IMPOETANCE OF THE ISLANDS, 

The value of the Hawaiian Islands to the United States for commer- 
■oial and naval purposes has been well understood by American states- 
men for more than half a century. The examination of the Hawaiian har- 
bors and a careful consideration of their capabilities of defense, twenty 
jears since, by Gen. Scofleld and naval ofli(!ers, whose opinions are on 
record in the Washington departments, plainly indicate how important 
these islands and harbors are to the future American commerce of the - 
Pacific. Even to a nonexpert the great value and the easy defensi- 
bility of the harbors of Pearl City and of Honolulu are unmistakably 
obvious. Only six miles from each other, with narrow entrances backed 
by a continuous wall of mountains, each terminus of this natural bar- 
rier reaching to the sea, at relatively small expense these harbors can be 
impregnahly fortified against all atttuik by sea and laud. The harbor 
■of Honolulu can now be entered by ships drawing 30 feet of water. But 
Pearl Harbor is larger and much preferable for naval puriwses. It Is 
only necessary to deepen the entrance by removing the bar of coral 
formation. This coral obstrnctioii can be removed with compamtive 
ease, and the expense would not be large. Opinions of practieaT men 
here, who have had to do with these coral fonnations, as well as my 
personal observation, go to show how readily it can be removed by 
modern explosives and the improved mechanical agencies. 

With a large island between it and the sea, a capacious, safe, and 
beautiiul harbor is secured for American commercial and military 
marine just where the future greatness and the necessities of the United 
States imperatively require. Only those who have carefully examined 
the vast resources of the American Pacific States, and considered that 
nearly two-fifths of the immense area of the United States, through the 
transcontinental railways and by rivers and sounds, outlet on the Pa- 
■clflc, and have studied the data surely pointing to the vast future com- 
merce of this western world, can adequately appreciate the importauee 
of these harbors to the American nation, and the necessity of securing 
them against foreiji^i rivals. If we neglect them the present occupants 
must suflFer, and their necessities will force them in directions unfriendly 
to American interests. Circumst<inces are pressing, and no time should 
be lost in looking at the facts as they reuliy exist. The strong inclina- 
tion of several European powers to gain possession of all the islands in 
the Pacific, except such as are expressly protected by the United States, 
, Is plainly shown by what has taken pla«e in recent years. 

The seizure of Gilbert, Johnson, and other islands, in the past few 
months, and what recently transpired in regard to Samoa, emphatically 
show that England certainly has not moderated her policy in the indi- 
•cated regard, tj which coarse the OanadiauGsvernaient is undoubtedly 
the inspiring cause. The enormous cost of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way impels its managers to make the most desperate efforts to secure 
freight and passengers, and hence its aggressive plans to secure Pacific 
commerce and to gain political and commercial influence in these islands. 
The scheme of a British cable from Vancouver via Honolulu, as well as 
to Japan and China, and of establishing commercial and mail lines of 
steamers on the same routes, is not an idle dream. Powerful agencies 
are already working to these ends, and to effectively safeguard Ameri- 
«aii interests on the Pacific and in these islands there is no time tos 
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liesitatiou and delay. If tlie United States Government does not very 
promptly provide for laying a cable from San Francisco or San Diego 
to Honolulu or Hilo, it may be regarded as certain that a cable will be 
laid by British capital and be epiitrolled by British managers. Petu-l 
Harbor for a coaling station and an Americpn cable between California 
and Hawaii are of immediate importance to American commercial and 
. naval interests aud to the maintenance of Americau influence on these 
islands. 

THE GOVEBNMEHT OP THE ISLANDS. 

A question of vital importance to Hawaii and of American interest 
in and care for its future is that of its government. There has been in 
the last twenty years a great change iu the political status of things 
here. Formerly the facts and circumstances appertaining to govern- 
ment on these islands were essentially different from what they are to- 
day. Then the population was chiefly native Hawaiian. The natives 
had long lived under a kind of feudal system, with rigid laws and cus- 
toms, which gave to the numerous chiefs and the King absolute despotic 
power. The wisdom and the religious zeal of the Christian mission- 
aries enabled them to acquire and exercise a strong influence for good 
over the chiefs'and King as well. Thus a system of government and 
laws were established whioli were a great improvement on the former 
condition of things. The general good character of the men who eftect- 
ively aided the Hawaiian monarch to cany on the Government for 
years secured fairly successful administration of law and the mainte- 
nance of public order at limited cost, the public revenues being small. 
But the numerous Hawaiian chiefs are In tlieir graves. Their families 
are extinct. The original native Hawaiians are, now so decimated as 
to number less than two-fifths of the population of the islands. 

The coming to the throne of the late King Kalakaua in 1873 was by 
legislative election, and but for the presence in the harbor and on shore 
of American mariues and sailors, of tlie United States vessels of war, he 
would have failed to secure bis cro^vn against a determined mob in the 
interest of another aspirant. The great prosperity of the islands under 
the reciprocity treaty, stimulating the production of sugar, leading to 
a large American, European, and Asiatic immigration, caused a large 
increase of tlie Government revenues. This prosperous state of things 
also soon resulted in a large increase of tlie Government expenditures, 
in the addition of new offices, a large augmentation of salaries, thus 
stimulating the desire for ofttcial places and patronage, exciting the 
greed of adventurous and too often unworthy political partisans. Easy , 
going, unused to and incaps^ble of safe and eeonomicaj administration, 
the KiTig, Kalakaua, too often, in his seventeen years of reign, fell into 
the hands of unscrupulous associates and advisers. The Government 
expenditures soon reached figures much above what the area and popa- 
lation of the little kingdom Justified. But so long as the great profits 
of sugar-raising under the American tarifl' flowed into the islands, the 
excessive Government expenses could be paid without the principal 
taxpayers very sensibly realizing the burden. 

The adoption of a new constitution in 1887, taking from the King 
much of his former power and establishing legislative and ministeriu 
responsibility, effected » beneficial change. But the great reduction of 
the profits ot sugar raising, rendering some of the plantations nearly 
worthless, and greatly lessening the income and market value of the 
others, has brought a condition of affairs which compels all the reflect- 
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ing aud i^espotLSible citizens to see that the present expenses of the 
Government are much beyond what the islands can pay and much 
higher than wise legislation and proper economic administration re- 
quire.' But the difficulty of getting out of the old grooves, of scaling 
down salaries, and abolishing useless oiflces is hard to overcome. 
Nearly one-half of the population of the country have no voice iu politi- 
cal affairs, unless exerted through corruption and bribery. The voting 
population is made up of several nationalities — Hawaiian^ Portuguese, ' 
'■^ American, English, German, and others, the more intelligent and re- 
sponsible of these generally acting together sufficiently to exercise a 
beneficial iuHaence on legislation and administration. But the palace \ 

patronage and iuiluence are atill eonsidentble, costing the country more *" t 

■ than it is able to pay aud returning to the country no positive advan- 
tages. 

Directly and indirectly, the palace probably costs the little kingdom j, 

$150,000 per year. A governor, at $5,000 sv year, acting in harmony 
with the responsible men of the legislature, would be fiir better for 
the islands than the present monarchicnl Government. In truth, the 
monarchy here is an absurd anachronism. It has nothing on which it 
logically or legitimately stands. The feudal basis on which it once 
stood no longer existing, the monarchy now is only an impedient to 
good government — an obstruction to the prosperity and progress of the 
islands. Incapable of comprehending the grinciple^ of constitutional 
government, more liltely to take the advice of unworthy counsel than 
of the more competent, tlie reigning Sovereign insists iu dealing with 
what properly belongs to the legislature and to the ministers. Thus 
the palace is constantly open to supeiticial and irresponsible courtiers 
and to unprincipletl adventurers of different nationalities. Instead of >^ 

exercising a salutary influence on public affairs it is the center of mal- 
administration and of the most vicious kind of polities. It is now, 
and it has been for the last twenty years, and is always likely to be, a 

, fruitful source of public demoralization. 

It may be asked why do not the people of the islands at once reform 
this state of things f There is a considerable number of intelligent, 
energetic, and excellent citizens, of the different nationalities, in poa- 
session of the elective franchise. They are largely Americanized in 
their opinions and manners. They are sympathetic with American 
institutions. This is so of the Portuguese, the Germans, more or less 
of the Enghsh, aud of the native Hawaiians and half- whites, as well as 
of the most of those of American parentage. But these unaided and 
alone can not well make the necessary changes in the existnig condition *■ 

of things. As a crown colony of Great Britian, or a Territory of the 

— ' United States, the government modifications could be made readily, and 
good administration of the laws secured. Destiny and the vast future 
mterestsofthe United States in the Pacific clearly indicate who, at no i 

distant day, must be responsible for the government of these islands. 
Under a territorial government they could be as easily governed as any 
of the existing Territories of the United States. 

The men qualified are here to carry on good government, provided 
they have the support of the Government of the United States. Why 
not postpone American possession? Would it not be just as well for 
the United States to take the islands twenty-five years hence? Facts 
.and obvious probabilities will answer both of these interrogations. 
Hawaii has reached the parting of the ways. She must now take the 
road which leads to Asia, or the other, which outlets her in America, 
gives her an American civilization and binds her to the care of American 
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destiny. The nonaction of the American Government here in thirty 
years will make of Hawaii a Singapore, or a Hongkong, which could 
be governed as a British colony, but would be unfit to be an American 
Territory or an American Stateunder our constitutioiial system. If the 
American flag floats here at no distant day, the Asiatic tendencies can 
be arrested and controlled without retarding the material development 
of the islands, but surely advancing their prosperity by diver^ying 
and expanding the industries, building roads and bridges, opening the 
public lands to small farmers from Europe and the United States, thus 
increasing the responsible voting population, and constituting a solid 
basis for American methods of government. 

Two-flfths of the people now here are Chinese and Japanese. If the 
present state of things is allowed to go on the Asiatics will soon largely 
preponderate, for the native Hawaiians are now decreasing at the rate 
of nearly one thousand per year. At the present prices of sugar, and 
at the prices likely to hold in the future, sugar-raising on these islands 
can be continued only by the cheapest jwasible labor — that of the 
Japanese, the Chinese, and the Indian coolies. Americanize the is- 
lands, assume control of the " crown Idnds," dispose of them in small 
lots for actual settlers and freeholders for the raising of coffee, oranges, 
lemons, bananas, pineapples, and grapes, and tlie result soon will be to 
give permanent preponderance to a population and a civilization which 
will make the islands like southern California, and at no distant period 
convert them into gardens and sanitariums, »s well as supply stations 
for American commerce, thus bringing everything here into harmony 
with American life and prosperity. To postpone American action 
many years is only to add to present unfavorable tendencies and to 
make future possession more difficult. 

It is proper to consider the following facts: The present Sovereign 
is not expected to liye many years. The princess heir apparent has 
alwayg been, and is likely always to be, under English influence. Her 
father is British in blood and prejudices, firmly intrenolied here as col- 
lector of customs, an important and influential office. She has been 
for some years and still is in England; her patron there who has a 
kind of guardianship of her, T. H. Davies, is a Tory Englishman, who 
lived here many years, who still owns large property in the islands, 
and is a resolute and persistent opponent of American predominance, 
bitterly denouncing even the American acquisition of Pearl Harbor. 
Mr. Wodehouse, the English minister, has long resided here ; his eldest 
son is married to a half-caste sister of the Crown Princess, another son 
is in the Honolulu post-office, and a daughter also is married to a resi- 
dent of one of the islands. The death of the present Queen, therefore, 
would, virtually .place an English princess on the Hawaiian throne, 
and put in the hands of the ultra-English the patronage and influence 
of the palace. 

In the existing state of things, with non-American intervention, 
these palace influences, skillfully handled, are nearly equal, frequently 
snperior, to the power of the legislature. Add to this palace power, 
in British hands, the influence of an adventurous, impecunious, and 
irresponsible mob of "hoodlums" and there results a state of things 
which would put it in the power of Canadian and ultra- British schem- 
ers, with a subsidy fund of $50,000, to secure control of the legislacnre, 
and by prompt and vigorous action secure Canadian and British fran- 
chises, privileges, and rights entirely legal, to get rid of which would 
cause embarrassment and expense to the United. States and her allies 
' here. As is well known to the Department of State, SecJretary Maroy, 
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With the approval of President Pierce and Cabinet, authorized the ne" 

fotiatiou of a treaty for making these islands a Tenitory of the United 
tates. Commisaioner Gregg waa authorized to facihtate the negotia- 
tion by the promise to pay $100,000 for penaiona to the King, chiefs, 
and other offleial i>ersons, on condition that the sovereignty and prop- 
erty of the islands should be transferred to the United States. 

Commissioner (iregg exceeded his instructions by stipulating to pay, 
in all, three timea the sum which Secretary Marcy named in his instruc- 
tions. These terms were deemed onerous and unacceptable by the 
Washington Department of State, and consequently the treaty waa 
dropped, after all negotiations had been completed, the King Anally 
being induced by his Scotch minister of foreign affairs not to sign it, 
thongh the King and cabinet had previously given their support to 
the spirit and terms of the negotiations and the conclusions reached. 
The embarrassments and otiiectiona tliat then existed as to the number 
of the royal princes and chiefs, the small number of the Ameiican pop- 
ulation, the want of ready commnuicatlon with the United States, and 
distance from Washington, now no longer stand in the way of making 
Hawaii a well governed and prosperous United States Territory. The 
reasons for annexation in 1854 were certainly much less adequate and 
pressing than they are now. 

TUB BXISITING BUSINESS STATUS. 

It is well to consider the existing state of things here resulting from 
the change in the United States sugar tariff. Only personal observa- 
tion and a careful investigation of the facta can give an adequate idea 
of the severe blow sugar raised here has received. The production of 
sugar being the main business of the islands, the great reduction of 
the market price baa effected powerfully the entire affairs and condi- 
tion of the islands. I think it underestimating^the truth to express the 
opinion that the loss to the owners of the sugar plantations and mills, 
etc., and the consequent depreciation of other property by the paaaage 
of the McKinley bill, wise and beneficial as that measure is proving to 
be for the vaat interests of the United States, has not been less than 
$12,000,000, a large portion of this loss falling on Americans residing 
h^re and in California. Unless some positive measures of relief be 
grautedj the depreciation of sugar property here will continue to go 
on. Wise, bold action of the United States will rescue tlie property 
holders from grea't loss, give the islands a government which will put 
an end to a worse than useless expenditure of a large proportion of 
the revenues of the country, using them for the building of roads and 
bridges, thus helping to develop the natural resources of the Islands, 
aiding to diversify the industries, and to increase the number of the 
responsible citizens. 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONB^ 

One of two coursea seem to me absolutely necessary to be followed, 
either bold and vigorous measures for annexation or a "customs 
union," an ocean cable fi-om the Californian coast to Honolulu, Pearl 
Harbor perpetually ceded to the United States, with an implied but 
not necessarily stipulated American protectorate over the islands. I 
believe the former to be the better, that which will prove much the 
more advantageous to the islands, and the cheapest and least embar- 
rassing in the end for the United States. If it was wise for the United 
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States, through Secretary Marcy, thirty-eight years ago^ to offer to 
expend $100,000 to secure a treaty of aDnexation, it certainly can not 
be chimerical or unwise to expend $100,000 to secure annexation in' 
the near future. To-day the United States has five times the wealth 
she possessed in 1854, and the reasons now existing for annexation ate 
much stronger than theywere then. I can not refrain from expressing 
the opinion with emphasis that the golden hour is near at hand. A 
perpetual < ustoms union and the acquisition of Pearl Ilarbor, with an 
implied protectorate, must be regarded as the only allowable alterna- 
tive. This would require the continual presence in the harbor of 
Honolulu of a United States vessel of war and the constant watchful- 
ness of the United Stiites minister while the present bungling, unset- 
tled, and expensive political rule would go on, retarding the develop- 
ment of the islands, leaving at the end of tweuty-flve years more 
embarrassment to nnnexiition than exists to-duy, the property far leas 
valuable, and the population less American than they would be if an- 
nexation were soon realized. 

It may be said that auuexatiou would involve the obligation of pay- 
ing to the Hawaiian sngar-producera the same rate of bounties now 
paid to American producers, thus imposing too heavy a demand on the 
United States Treasury, It is a sufHcient answer to this question to 
say that it could be specifically provided in the terms of annexation 
that the United States Government should pay mills per pound — 
$12 per ton — to the Hawaiian sugar-raisers, and this only so long as 
the present sugar-bounty system of the United States shall be main- 
tained. Careful inquiry and investigation bring me to the conclusion 
that this small bounty would tide the Hawaiian sugar-planters over 
their present alarming condition and save the islands from general 
business depletion and financial disaster. Could justice to American 
interests in the islands and care for their future welfare do less than 
this! 

To give Hawaii a highly favorable treaty while she remains outside 
the American Union] would necessarily give the same advantages to 
hostile foreigners, those who would continue to antagonize our com- 
mercial and political interests here, as well as those of American blood 
and sympathies. It is a well authenticated fEict that the American 
sentiment here in 1890, the last yeai" of the great prosperity under the 
sugar provisions of the reciprocity treaty, was much less manifest than 
before the treaty had gone into effect, and leas pronounced than when 
Secretary Marcy authorized thenegotiation of the annexation treaty in 
1854. It is equally true that the desire here at this time for annexa- 
tion is much stronger than in 1889. Besides, so long as the islands re- 
tain their own independent government there remains the possibility 
that England or the Canadian Dominion might secure one of the Ha- 
waiian harbors for a coaling station. Annexation excludesall dangers 
of this kind. 

"Which of +he two lines of policy and action shall be adopted our 
statesmen and our Government must decide. Certain it is that the 
interests of the United States and the welfare of these islands will not 
permit the continuance of the existing state and tendency of things. 
Having for so many years extended a helping hand to the islands and 
encouraging the American residents and their friends at home to the 
extent we have, we can not refrain now from aiding them with vigor- 
ous measures, without injury to ourselves and those of our " kith'and 
kin," and without neglecting American opportunities that never 
seemed so obvious and pressing as they do now. I have no doubt that 
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the more thoroughly the bed rock and controUing facts touching the 
Hawaiian problem are understood by our Government and by the 
American public, the more readily they will be inclined to approve the 
views I have expressed so inadequately ia this communication, 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

John L. Stevens. 
Hon. John W. Foster, 

Secretary of State. 

Note. — On the following pages will be found statistics from the 
Hawaiian census reports of 1890, touching the population, the different 
nationalities, the principal property owners, the amount of Government 
revenues and expenditures, Government property, etc., which will help 
educate the views I have expressed in the preceding pages. 

J. L. 8, 
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